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LOST TO VERMONT

Genealogist Michael Dwyer
shares the history of the Vallée/
Valley and Souli¢re/Soulia fami-
lies.
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A LOSS FOR THE COMMUNITY
Proctor teacher and Selectboard
Chair Benjamin Curtis passed

away unexpectedly on Friday.
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ENERGY SOURCES
The Brandon Energy Commit-
tee shares endorsements from
supporters of the proposed solar
array.
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HONOR WELL DESERVED
Joan Rowe of Rowe Realty wins
the President’s Award from the
Brandon Area Chamber of Com-
merce for her service to the
Chamber and community.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Harold Adams of Brandon cel-
ebrates his 98th birthday! Happy

birthday, Harold!
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Brandon
clections

Selectboard Q&A

Schoolboard update
Constituent questions

Learn about the candi-
dates for Brandon Select-
board through our Candi-
date Questionnaire and our
coverage of the Chamber's
Candidate Forum on Feb-
ruary 15. We sent a set of
questions to all the can-
didates and have printed
their responses inside this
issue. We also provide
detailed coverage of the
responses given at the fo-
rum. Coverage begins on
page 12.

MARGE & SCOTT Munger literally helped build Brandon. From
the 1970s through the 1980s, they built homes all over town,
ultimately concentrating on the Mt. Pleasant neighborhood just

up the hill from downtown.

Looking back with Scott &
Marge Munger of Brandon

BY STEVEN JUPITER
BRANDON—The views
from the Mt. Pleasant neighbor-
hood in Brandon are spectacular.
Just up the hill from downtown,
the summit looks out over the
Champlain Valley to the west

and the Green Mountains to the

east. It’s no surprise, then, that

local builders were eager to turn

the site into a neighborhood of

trim single-family homes. Scott

and Marge Munger were among
(See The Mungers, Page 9)

$1

Neshobe School
educates at
Naylor & Breen

BY GEORGE FJELD

BRANDON-Last Friday, stu-
dents from Neshobe Elementary
School got a hard look at the
construction industry through a
mentorship program coordinat-
ed by Dean of Students Shauna
Lee. The group toured the of-
fices and shops of Naylor and
Breen before heading out to a
real job site. The excitement and
interest was palpable as the stu-
dents asked questions of indus-
try professionals. They met with
project managers and estimators
and learned the basics of those
jobs and asked some good ques-
tions: “How complicated is your
job?” and “Do you have fun at
work?”

Neshobe’s 5th- and 6th-grade
(See Neshobe, Naylor & Breen, Page 3)
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I hear the train a-comin
A RECENT SNOWFALL made these tracks along the Pittsford/Proctor border stand out. Back in the day, marble from the

Vermont Marble Company would've traveled along this line...

Photo by Dale Christie
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Names lost in Vermont, Part 18: Valley and Soulia

BY MICHAEL F. DWYER

Whether in spelling or
speech, losing an accent often
becomes part of assimilating
to a new culture. In previous
installments of “Lost Names,”
we have seen that some French-
Canadian immigrants may not
have been aware of how writ-
ten versions of their names
were garbled or misspelled. In
the case of Alfred Vallée/Val-
ley (1882-1954), grandfather
of George Valley of Pittsford,
he deliberately chose an angli-
cized version of his surname
to appear “less ethnic.” Born
in Dixville, Québec, about 20
miles north of Island Pond,
Vermont, to impoverished mi-
grant farm laborers, Alfred
crossed the border at least half
a dozen times with his parents
before settling in Montréal for
a job with the Canadian-Pacif-
ic Railway. He married at the
age of 21 to Catherine Blais
and likely would have stayed
in Canada until bootlegging
caught up with him and cost a
job. On May 15, 1913, Alfred
Vall¢e, wife Catherine, eight-
and-a-half months pregnant,
and their five children immi-
grated to Newport, Vermont.
(Two of their children died in
infancy.)

After a dismal failure ek-
ing out a living as a farmer in
Jay, Vermont, Alfred moved
where

to South Burlington,

he began working for the
Metropolitan Life Insurance
Company. When he made his
primary declaration for U.S.
citizenship in 1925, he signed
his named as Alfred Vallée, but
in his naturalization oath, sev-
eral years later, he wrote his
name as Alfred Valley. That
is by no means the end of this
family’s story shedding accent
marks. Alfred and Catherine’s
thirteenth child, Rita, born in
1927, chose to become a nun
at the Fanny Allen Hospital in
Colchester. The hospital had
been founded in 1894 by a re-
ligious order from Montréal,
the Religious Hospitallers of
St. Joseph, better known as the
Sisters of Fanny Allen, after
Ethan Allen’s daughter, Fran-
ces Allen (1784-1819) who
converted to Catholicism and
joined their convent. Before the
Catholic Church made sweep-
ing changes as part of Vatican
11, the sisters were semi-clois-
tered, hardly ever leaving the
hospital and convent grounds,
and as a sign of their worldly
renunciation, their wimples ex-
tended to the top of their eyes.
Unlike many other orders of
nuns who chose new names in
religious life, these Sisters did
not change their family names.

When Rita Valley applied
for admission, Mother Supe-
rior Albina Roy said in French,
“That is no way to spell your

SISTER VALLEE IN her habit, 1959.

Photos provided by the author
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ALFRED VALLEE SIGNATURE on his initial naturalization record.

name.” Back came the -e¢ sur-
name ending instead of -ey!
Consequently, Sister Vallée,
who eventually became the
administrator of the hospital,
alone of her Vermont siblings,
reverted to the French spelling
of her name.

Thirty years ago, as part of
my wider search to document
George’s family, I consulted
the vital record card files then
housed in Montpelier. Comb-
ing through the alphabetized
records, first with the Vallée
spelling and then Valley, I was
vexed by not being able to find
the marriage of George’s par-
ents, George Valley and Ger-

maine Lavallée, married in
Winooski, on 10 October 1938.
Did the priest not send his lo-
cal marriage certificate to the
state? Not until after the death
of George’s mother in 2001 did
this mystery reach a solution.
We found a small Metropolitan
Life Insurance burial policy for
under the name of Germaine
Vallie! Since American type-
writers did not possess the key
for an “accent aigu” [¢], it was
transcribed as the letter i—
enough to thwart my alphabeti-
cal search. Thus, the Vermont
state copy for the record for
marriage of George’s parents
recorded the name Vallie.

OLD HABITS: SISTER Vallee and George Valley, 2002, on the 50th
anniversary of her final profession as a nun.

Another example of an ac-
cent-mark problem surfaced
with the gravestone in Pitts-
ford’s St. Alphonsus Cem-
etery of “Francis Soulie’re.”
A second-generation Ameri-
can, Francis and his family
went most of the time by the
name Soulia, a phonetic ver-
sion of their French name Sou-
liere/Sulliére, with an “accent
grave” [¢] over the first e. Born
in Pittsford but baptized at “the
French Church in Rutland”
[Immaculate Heart of Mary],
Frank “Pete” Soulia had to
use the church record as docu-
mentation of his birth in the
absence of a town certificate.
Upon his death, the gravestone
carver did not know what to do
with the accent grave [¢], so he
rendered it as an apostrophe!
His descendants today in great-
er Pittsford include Soulias
and two branches of the Eugair
family.

Not far from the “Souli'ere”
stone is the obelisk to Francis’s
father, Joseph Soulia, born in
Peru, New York. His obituary
in The Rutland Herald cites his
distinction as Pittsford’s last
surviving soldier of the “War
of Rebellion.” He served and
reenlisted in Company B, 7th
Vermont Infantry for a term
of four years, one month, and
25 days. Joseph died in Burl-
ington, on 11 June 1926, at the
DeGoesbriand Hospital, run by
the Sisters of Fanny Allen. The
informant on his death certifi-
cate did not know the name of

(See Names lost, Page 10)
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Neshobe, Naylor & Breen

(Continued from Page 1) Levins, project manager for the Bran-
teachers selected a group of students for this men- don Free Public Library Renovation
torship program. They meet weekly as a group to  Project. Parker Dillon asked “What’s
focus on team building and developing leadership  the hardest part of your job?” Levins

skills. They have met with their revealed that it can
mentors, Tanner Romano, part- be hard to step back
owner of Naylor and Breen, and ~ Mentor J osh Letour- and take a deep breath
Josh Letourneau, project man- neau admitted that when facing crucial
ager at N&B, a total of 5 times  he wished he had a deadlines and im-
since the fall. Romano a}nd Le— school field trip like portant decisjons. “I
tourneau volunteer their time . . realize that it’s self-
this one while he was . .
at the elementary school they induced stress and if I
both attended and hope to dem- At IV eshobe. Tanner slow down, things get

onstrate how interesting and di- Romano hopes that a done better, they get
verse the construction industry  few of these students done right.” She re-
is. These students have bonded  ¢;)il] see the trades as  lated that she is a list
and call themselxes Thg Naylor a great place to work person and th?.'[ .11.StS
and Breen team.” At their lunch- . help her to prioritize
time meetings, they discuss what and earn a good liv- the things that need

it means to be a leader and how g right here in our to get done. “I don’t

to work at team building. They = community. always finish my list,

toured Neshobe with their men- but I know that what V 58 12 LS i 4
tors and identified a few areas = . 've done were the g pg KRANS EXPLAINS his position as Naylor & Breen's Senior Estimator
they thought could be improved, mainly in how  most important things to be complet- 4o the students. Krans is responsible for estimating the costs of the firm's
the adults running the school could be better orga-  ed that day.” projects, a job that entails determining how much material will be required
nized. One area they felt had a big need was in the In Tanner Romano's office, which for each phase.

storage of the physical-education supplies. They he shares with Rob Naylor and spends
the majority of his time

in, the students noticed SpOtlig ht On BUSineSS

a sign about leadership.
“The sign of a good MJB EXCAVATI NG
leader is not how many o _

followers you have but T s :
how many leaders you
create.” It made an ob-

BRANDON AREA

vious impression on the CH AM BER

group.

Estimator Miles Krans
showed the students
plans and reviewed how ... 0ol
he turned the plans into

of Commerce

a budget for the project. | am the owner-operator ' :
He pulled out a large of M|B Excavating. | have Michael Bertrand
blueprint of a project been in business for 24 years and

for affordable housing love working outdoors. | do my best to put things

in Randolph. He went
through the process of

where you want them. My rates

| do hauling of [, st d .
auling of gravel, sfone an are reasonable, | aim to keep

other products for your outdoor

calculating the amount T the customer happy and |
needs. | also do digging of . . .
of concrete needed for . . . love meeting and talking with
. drainage ditches, driveways,
the project and the way new people.

. . site-clearing and landscaping.
to estimate its cost. “I 9 Ping

like when I’'m done
with estimating that I

have checked every de- Join us at the new ({ -

tail of the project and its

costs.” “The most fun is NeShObe café ”ﬁ—@%
when we sign a contract - F
to do the work that I’ve fOI‘ fOOd, dI'InkS, NESH(L]?,E CAFE
budgeted” BRANDON INN

1 1
They talked with Tom UL UTR{THH

Who meets with poten-
A CIRLBLC  Cafe open Weds—Sun for breakfast & lunch 7:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

reconstruction hase .
‘;f a projeci andpLeo’ Pub open Thurs—Mon for dinner 5:00-9:00 p.m.

‘H e - another project man- .

L ager, who admitted that [RUCIERER RN ANTTEETREINITTETS
. communication ~was WIEETGREDELETISANWIGEVRTEGLH

FIFTH- AND SIXTH-GRADE students from Neshobe toured the ongoing the hardest and most

renovation of the Brandon Free Public Library as part of their field trip to complicated part of his 80s dance March 9th

Naylor & Breen, which is supervising the work. Photos by George Fjeld job. “But being able to Open Mic Fridays coming soon

POV SN Follow Neshobe Cafe & Pub n

is the most fun,” he

collaborated and came up with a napkin sketch said.
and some measurements for a cabinet which Moving across the parking lot, the students met

Karaoke with host Brenden Lari:ek

could meet that need. with the folks at Hawk Hill Cabinetry and Custom ISR EVAEE 20 (GRS EIg ) g 1A 21
On a not-your-average field trip to Naylor and Woodwork. Tim showed the students how he took
Breens offices on Route 7, they met with Kim (See Neshobe,Naylor & Breen, Page 10)
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BRANDON REPORTER

Guest Editoral

Why I'm running for
OV ‘25 Class President

BY BRENDAN AIDAN
MCLOUGHLIN

I write to address a dire con-
cern of mine and announce
something that I hope gives oth-
ers something to think about. In
a year when the two top contend-
ing candidates for President of
the United States have a com-
bined age of more than a hundred
and fifty years, and they face
little opposition outside of them-
selves, I implore you to put your
money where your mouth is: run
for office or vote. In order to be
true to my word, I announce my
own candidacy for President of
the Otter Valley Class of 2025.

Regardless of which candi-
date you may lean toward or
think is the “lesser of two evils,”
the polls speak, and they tell us
that these top two candidates
are highly unpopular, and many
want more options. Yet in spite
of this, year after year voters fall
into line like sheep, voting along
what feels comfortable out of
fear of “wasting their vote.” A
vote is only wasted when it is
not cast (something some tens of
millions of voters do each year).
Your vote is your speech, and not
voting or voting out of fear of it
not truly counting is ridiculous.
Voting for someone who may
not win isn’t a waste, it’s show-
ing how you feel, and it may take
time, but showing your support
for a candidate or cause now can
go a long way in the long run.

As stated earlier, | myself am
running for an additional term
for President of the Otter Valley
Class of 2025. I run not out of a
desperation for power, but out
of a sense of moral obligation. I
see a country that is deeply dis-
content with its leaders yet does

nothing to change it. I admit that
voting for a third party or some-
one other than an incumbent has
nearly always meant voting for a
losing candidate. Except when it
doesn’t: in 1992, business mogul
Ross Perot ran for president as
an independent candidate, and
although he wound up falling
short, he took with him nearly
20% of the vote, sending a sure
message to both President Bush,
Sr. and then Governor Bill Clin-
ton that the people had spoken,
and they were not completely
content with the status quo. In
1980, Ted Kennedy challenged
President Jimmy Carter in the
Democratic Primary, and while
he ended up short, he showed
that a sizable portion of the party
did not back Carter's reelection.

Don’t get me wrong, elections
are largely about winning so that
people may be allowed to affect
the change that they seek. How-
ever, they are also about express-
ing oneself by sending a message
and speaking up about one's vi-
sion of what our country should
be.

I’'m no fool—I know that the
odds are largely in favor of a
geriatric rematch in 2024, but
they only are until they aren’t. A
single vote may only be as pow-
erful as the flap of a butterfly's
wing, but that can cause a tsu-
nami across the globe. While not
immediate, change will come.
Only once people start to realize
the true power of their vote and
actually get up and chase after
the idealistic America that they
so desperately want, will true
change come.

I run not for myself solely be-
cause I want to win, but because I

(See Class President, Page §)
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Like water off a duck's back

A PIED-BILLED GREBE posed for this photo op in Florida.

Photo by Sue Wetmore

Community Forums

Bobcat tests positive for

highly pathogenic Avian Influenza

MONTPELIER—A  bobcat
and two red-tailed hawks found
dead in Cornwall, Vermont, have
tested positive for highly patho-
genic avian influenza (HPAI)
virus infection, according to pre-
liminary lab results shared with
the Vermont Fish and Wildlife
Department on February 15,

GoFundMe announced to help

2024.

The department is now await-
ing the results of a confirmatory
second test, which may take sev-
eral weeks to receive

HPAI has been circulating
in Vermont since 2022 and has
been reported in wild birds in-
cluding hawks and eagles as well

as domestic fowl. The bobcat
that tested positive this month
is the first detection of HPAI vi-
rus in a mammal from Vermont.
HPAI is uncommon in mam-
mals, however, there have been
HPAI detections in mammals in
many other states including Con-
(See Bobcat test positive, Page 8)

Forest

Dale’s Amy Richards Fredericks

Ms. Fredericks lost her home
in Forest Dale to a fire recently.
Anyone who would like to help
her through this difficult pe-
riod can contribute to the Go-

FundMe account that has been
set up in her name. The URL is
https://www.gofundme.com/f/
amy-richard-fredricks-house-
burned-down. Or simply visit

gofundme.com and search for
“Amy Richard Fredericks.” As
of Tuesday morning, the ac-
count had $620 out of its $2000
goal.
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Letters to the Editor

Please vote to support the Brandon Free Public Library's mission to serve

With voting preparation now
getting under way in the Bran-
don area, and some contentious
budgetary discussions occurring,
I want to clarify some things
about the Brandon Free Public
Library’s appropriation request

on the town ballots. Every year,
Brandon, Leicester, Sudbury,
and Goshen vote to approve a
town appropriation to support
the library’s operating budget.
Every year it has passed, with
no increase in the funding re-

Correct information about
proposed new taxes is essential
to deciding how to vote

I have been reading with inter-
est the letters on Front Porch Fo-
rum and in the Brandon Reporter
about the Selectboard’s proposed
budget and would like to add my
voice to the conversation. Al-
though I am member of the Bran-
don Selectboard, the following
comments are my own views and
are not intended to represent the
views of the Selectboard. I have
no quarrel with folks who ques-

tion the budget. I do, however,
have significant concerns about
the amount of misinformation,
and disinformation, that I am
reading in many of the posts ad-
vocating for a “No” vote on the
budget. It is that misinformation
I would like to address.

There appears to be signifi-
cant confusion about a line item
in the police department budget

(See Correct information, Page 7)

Atherton's Selectboard
candidacy is a conflict of interest

I fail to comprehend how
Dave Atherton’s candidacy for
the Brandon Selectboard is not a
direct conflict of interest with his
position as Town Manager of our
neighboring town, Pittsford.

The Selectboard is privy to
confidential information regard-
ing town employees, contract ne-

gotiations, financial matters, etc.
Vital information that should not
be available to other, possibly
competing towns.

A reading of the Town of
Brandon Policy of Conflicts
of Interest makes that perfect-
ly clear. Dave Atherton, as a

(See Conflict of interest, Page §)

Fjeld Nelson and Ethier would
help build a better Brandon

There are two seats open on
the Brandon Select Board for
one-year terms. Ralph Ethi-
er and Heather Fjeld Nelson
are the two candidates that
have the ability and desire to
work together towards a bet-

ter Brandon. Their answers at
last week’s candidate forum
showed that they do not have
any personal agendas that
they would be pushing for-
ward. Both are local business
(See Nelson and Ethier, Page 7)

Letters to the editor

Letters Policy: The Reporter will only print letters to the editor that are signed
with the author’s full name, address and a phone number so the author may be
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also consider letters from former residents if the subject matter is pertinent.

The editor reserves the right to approve or reject any letter to the editor. Any
letter considered slanderous or libelous will not be printed. Letters written locally
endorsing candidates for office will be accepted without charge.

Send your Letters to the Editor by Fridays before 5 p.m.
Brandon Reporter, 58 Maple St., Middlebury, VT 05753.
Or email to news@brandonreporter.com

quest for the last 5 or 6 years. To
be clear about some details this
year:

» This appropriation is unre-
lated to the building renovation
project. The vote is for the library
operating budget only, which en-
compasses things like staffing,
insurance, books/DVDs, and
utilities. It keeps the doors open
and the lights on. None of this

money goes toward the renova-
tion (which has been entirely pri-
vately funded thus far).

* The requested amounts from
each town have not increased for
over five years, despite signifi-
cant inflation during that time.
We make do with what we have,
fill in gaps as needed, or make
cutbacks.

* The library appropriation has

nothing to do with town budgets,
electric vehicles, bond issues,
or anything else that has been
discussed recently on public fo-
rums; it is completely separate
and is strictly to support library

(See Conflict of interest, Page 6)
operations.

» Town appropriations col-
lectively provide about 45% of

(See Support BFPL, Page 6)

Proposed budget measures are reckless spending

Brandon taxpayers are being
asked to approve a 13.45% town
budget increase with a 9.7% in-
crease in taxes, as well as be-
ing asked to approve a bond
for $500,000 for a town solar
array on leased land. Brandon
taxpayers will also see a rise in
school taxes of approx. $262 per
$100,000 of assessed homesite
value, with a proposed spend-

ing increase for the OVUUSD
of 12.7%, a projected Brandon
tax increase of 18.3% for a pro-
jected enrollment of 1128 stu-
dents or $24,155.87 per student.
In addition, the Brandon Fire
District that manages our pub-
lic water system is looking at
purchasing land and putting in a
new water reservoir and piping
to connect that system to the ex-

isting water supply, which may
range from $5 mil to $15 mil-
lion in the future.

The Town of Brandon Se-
lectboard has done a lot of
spending in the last year or so

(See Conflict of interest, Page 7)

to include $1.16 million ARPA
funds, almost $400,000 in 1%
(See Proposed budget, Page 7)

Ethier and Fjeld Nelson are best for Brandon

After speaking to the candi-
dates and examining their ex-
perience and values, I want to
give my support to Ralph Ethier
and Heather Fjeld Nelson for the
1-year Selectboard positions and
to Doug Bailey for the 3-year
term.

I was impressed that all three
of these candidates speak about
learning the facts, listening, and

2016 RAM 1500
524,995

2016 RAM 1500
$21,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS
We also buy cars,
locate specialty orders
& consider consignments
Call Dave for an appointment

Laramie, V8, Auto, 4x4, Loaded, 122k miles

Reg Cab, Long Box, V8, Auto, 4x4, 63k miles

being open to changing their
minds about issues. A willing-
ness to be open-minded, separate
fact from fiction and think criti-
cally are fundamental to serv-
ing the whole of our community
when they set policy and bud-
get. Heather, Ralph, and Doug
have been a constant presence at
meetings and will bring not only
experience and knowledge of the

RING IS NEAR TRUCK SALE

DING C(l{‘@/yy

P o

CARS »» TRUCKS
802 465 4688

2019 TOYOTA TACOMA

Dbl Cab, Long Box, V6, Auto, 4x4, 160k miles

$25,995

issues/challenges, but also hu-
mility, civility, and a mindset of
public service that isn’t tangled
up in ego or driven by anger.

I hope everyone joins me in
voting for these three to repre-
sent the interests of our whole
community.

Lisa Peluso
Brandon

2016 TOYOTA TUNDRA
V8, Auto, 4x4, 85k miles

$25,995

2019 TOYOTA TUNDRA
Sr5, TRD, 5.7L V8, Auto, 4x4, 63k miles

$34,995

Wimett Tra&ing ComPany

at the Big White Barn in Leicester
Michael Jackman, 52 Years Experience
David Wimett, 39 Years Experience
Mark Grant, 11 Years Experience

802-465-4688

2668 Route 7 « Leicester, VT 05733 » wimetttradingco@gmail.com
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Obituaries

Gloria Joann Jodoin, 94, Brandon

Gloria Joann Jodoin, a won-
derful mother of five, grand-
mother of six, great-grandmoth-
er of seven, wife, sister, aunt,
and friend, peacefully went
home to be with our Lord and
Savior on Monday, February
19, 2024, at the age of 94. As a
single mother, Gloria provided a
beautiful and inviting home for
her family. She always put her
family’s needs above her own
and prayed for them daily. Glo-
ria loved reading the Bible and
her daily devotions, and spend-
ing time with her family. Gloria
loved her children’s spouses as if
they were her own, and her heart
expanded even more with the
arrival of her grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

Gloria was born in Newark,
NJ on November 27, 1929, to
William and Lillian (Mayer)
Dester. She was a longtime resi-
dent of Brandon and worked for
over 20 years at the Brandon
Training School as a nurse’s
aide. After she retired from the

Aline Genevieve Elnicki, age
94, passed away on Monday,
February 19, 2024, at Winter-
green Residential Care Home in
Brandon.

Aline was born in Proctor on
January 6, 1930. She was the
daughter of Ferdinand and Marie
(LaVictorie) Pomainville. She
grew up in the Florence-Pitts-
ford area, where she received
her early education and gradu-
ated from Pittsford High School,
class of 1948. On July 9, 1949,
she married Charles Elnicki in
Brandon. They made their home
in Florence, where they raised
their family. Aline had worked
as an aide at the Brandon Train-

GLORIA JOANN JODOIN

Training School, she worked for
the State of Vermont in the un-
employment department for sev-
eral more years.

Gloria was predeceased by her
parents, two sisters (Doris and
Barbara), her brother (Billy), her

daughters, Gail and Paula, her
son Bill, and her granddaughter,
Tracey. Gloria is survived by her
husband, Bob Fisher, her sister,
Lois (Jack), her sons Richard
(Jan) and Robert (Angela), five
grandchildren, seven great-
grandchildren, and her nephews
and nieces.

Her final days were spent
surrounded by her loving fam-
ily, who cherished every laugh,
smile, and special moment. All
who came to know Gloria were
blessed by her presence, and we
imagine she is now rejoicing in
Heaven with her Lord and Sav-
ior and loved ones who went be-
fore her.

A celebration of Gloria’s life
will be held in the spring. In lieu
of flowers, kindly offer a dona-
tion to the Brandon Senior Cen-
ter, P.O. Box 237, Brandon, VT
05733.

Arrangements by Miller &
Ketcham Funeral Home in Bran-
don.

BY STEVEN JUPITER

PROCTOR—Proctor teach-
er and Selectboard member
Benjamin J. Curtis, 46, died
unexpectedly after the car he
was driving went off the road
in Proctor last Friday after-
noon, February 17. Though
Curtis was pronounced dead
at the scene of the crash, the
cause of death has not been
determined, with speculation
that a medical episode may
have caused him to veer off
the roadway. No other vehicle
was involved in the crash.

A native of Proctor, Curtis
was a 1995 valedictorian grad-
uate of Proctor High School
(PHS), where he worked as a
social studies teacher at the
time of his death. After PHS,
Curtis attended Elmira College
in New York on scholarship
and later received a teaching
degree from Champlain Col-

Proctor Selectboard
member Benjamin Curtis
passes away unexpectedly

BENJAMIN J. CURTIS

lege in Burlington.

After several years of service
on the Proctor Selectboard,
Curtis was appointed Chair in
2023 to replace Judy Frazier,
who had taken on the position
of Proctor town manager.

A mass will be held for
Curtis at St. Peter Church in
Rutland at 11 a.m. on Tues-
day, February 27.

Aline Genevieve Elnicki, 94, Florence

ing School for many years. She
later was employed at the Ver-
mont Police Academy as a cook
for several years. She retired in
1986. Aline enjoyed camping,
arts and crafts, painting in both
oil and watercolors. She was an
accomplished piano and accor-
dion player. She loved to cook,
sew, knit, and crochet, but most
of all, her family was her life.
Surviving is her son,Michael
Elnicki and his wife, Colleen of
Pittsford, and a daughter, Donna
Whitman and her husband, Gary,
of Ripton. Also surviving are
grandchildren Jill (Mike) Merrill
and Richard (Nicole) Elnicki,
great-grandchildren Zoe and

Visit our
website
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m|nu@a].
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Eli Merrill, two sisters, Theresa
Drew and Lorette Wallett. Sev-
eral nieces, nephews, & cousins

also survive her. She was prede-
ceased by her husband, Charles
Elnicki, two brothers, Roland
and Francis Pomainville, and a
sister, Mary Jane Burgess.

The memorial service “In Cel-
ebration of Her Life” will take
place on Saturday, February 24,
2024, at 12 noon at the Miller &
Ketcham Funeral Home in Bran-
don.

Rev. Maurice Moreau, pastor
of Our Lady of Good Help (St.
Mary’s Catholic Church) will of-
ficiate. Friends may pay their re-
spects to the family on Saturday,
from 11 a.m. until service time at
12 noon.

Following the ceremony, the

Support BFPL

family will receive friends at
Brandon American Legion Post
#55, for a time of remembrance.

A private graveside committal
service and burial will take place
at a later date in the family lot in
Evergreen Cemetery in Pittsford.

Memorial gifts in lieu of flow-
ers may be made, in her memory
to St. Mary’s Catholic Church,
38 Carver Street, Brandon, VT
05733.

The family wishes to express
their special thanks to the staff at
Wintergreen and to Bayada, for
their wonderful care.

(Continued from Page 5)
the overall library income; the
rest comes from your generous
donations to our Annual Appeal
(thank you!), other citizen dona-
tions, apartment rents, and grants
that we write.

* If the library appropriation
is not passed, library operations
will be significantly reduced, in-
cluding eliminating open days,
reduction in services, greatly
reduced staffing, elimination
of programs, and other cuts. In
2023, we had 55,000 visits, 2783
people attended programming,

and 23,508 materials circulated.

We can’t do what we do with-
out your support of our appro-
priation request.

In sum, voter-approved ap-
propriations are critical to hav-
ing a vibrant and successful
library serving the greater Bran-
don community. This includes
free internet access, technology
support, copying and faxing, a
library of “things” (like snow-
shoes, games, DVD player, pro-
jector, among others) to check
out, interlibrary loan service,
and of course books, magazines,

audio CDs, and DVDs. You can
read more about all of the servic-
es we provide on page 47 of this
year’s town report and as always
please reach out to me with any
questions or concerns.

Please vote “Yes” on your
town’s appropriation so the
Brandon Free Public Library
can continue to serve all of us.

Warmly,
Molly Kennedy, Director
Brandon Free Public Library



Correct information

(Continued from Page 5)
for two new cruisers. During the
budget discussions and at subse-
quent Select Board meetings, the
Board and the budget committee
addressed whether one or both
of the new cruisers should be
electric vehicles, and there was
support from a majority of Se-
lectboard members to encourage
any new cruisers to be electric.
However, and this is an impor-
tant distinction, the budget itself
does NOT specify or require that
the vehicles be electric. Rather,
there is an amount in the budget
set aside to purchase two new
cruisers. See Town Report 2022-

Proposed

23, Page 13. When and how that
money is to be spent remains to
be determined. There can be no
real dispute that the police de-
partment will need to replace ag-
ing vehicles, which is what the
line item is for. What TYPE of
vehicle is not what we are vot-
ing on.

Unfortunately, at least one
poster has blamed the aforemen-
tioned cruisers for the “signifi-
cant increase in your tax bills”
contained in the proposed bud-
get. That is patently false. The
line item for the new cruisers is
$48,000; a fraction of the overall
town budget with minimal ef-

budget

fect on the bottom line. Rather,
the marked increase in taxes that
would result from the proposed
budget is due almost entirely to
the Selectboard’s decision to in-
clude a line item of $300,000 in

Highways to pay for road pav-
ing and asphalt.

In the past, road paving was
paid for through a separate ap-
propriation. This method al-
lowed for a leaner budget, but
created an illusion of low taxes,
since the appropriation would
still be paid for through taxes. It
was this tactic that Board Chair
Tracy Wyman described as
“smoke and mirrors.” Adding it
to this year’s budget, instead of
using the appropriation route,
while more transparent, led to
the perceived increase in prop-
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erty taxes. If that line item were
stripped from the budget and
returned to appropriations, the
resulting budget would increase
taxes by less than 5%, which is
a modest amount in a time of in-
flation.

Which brings me to my next
point: appropriations. At the
most recent Selectboard meet-
ing, and in later FPF posts, refer-
ence was made to appropriations
“raising” taxes by 6% if they all
pass. Brandon residents need
only look to the current Town
Report to see that all of the non-
profit entities seeking voter sup-
port through appropriations have
asked for the same amounts ev-
ery year for at least the last three
years, if not longer, and those ap-
propriations have always passed.

Town Report 2022-23, page 34.
Consequently, a “yes” vote on
the requested appropriations in
this year’s ballot will not affect
your property taxes at all; it will
simply maintain the status quo.
To be sure, you could choose to
vote “no” on all the appropria-
tions in the hopes their failure
would potentially reduce your
taxes, but by doing so you would
also deprive Brandon citizens of
important and necessary services
that for the most part benefit the
neediest of our neighbors.
Thank you for your time and
attention.
Cecil Reniche-Smith
Brandon

(Continued from Page 5)
local option tax funds including
$255,000 on a highway truck
that wasn’t budgeted for under
the previous Town Manager’s
oversight, creating a deputy
town manager position, spend-
ing for a plan for the $500,000
solar array on land we don’t
own, and spending the $3 mil-
lion dollar town budget. Within
the town budget, we spend ap-
prox. $113,000 for a full-time
town clerk and part-time assis-
tant salaries but have the office
open and access to public re-
cords only available 80% of the
time or 208 days for a cost of
approx. $543 per day for gross
wages alone.

The Brandon Selectboard’s
recent decisions have sparked
much controversy in town.
There is a buzz of concern about
the disconnect between the deci-
sions and the public’s sentiment
about the direction the town
should go. Micromanaging and
canceling a 2-yr-old trained ca-
nine officer that we are lucky
to have that can smell drugs,
follow scents to search for citi-
zens, and often allows police to
get search warrants much easier
when needed, in a community
that has always struggled with
drug issues was a serious mis-
step.

Police equipment such as ve-
hicles that are as much as 10
years old on the road, without
a solid plan to purchase one per

Ne

year to OWN, not lease, because
of the high cost of fitup of a po-
lice vehicle for lettering, lap-
top, lights, backseat restraints,
while forcing electric vehicles
on a 3-year lease that are not
police certified with heavy-duty
frames, transmissions, and bat-
teries is just plain silly. With
seven officers and a chief, the
simple solution is to purchase
one vehicle per year to rotate the
fleet and none are over 7-8 years
old and we retain them for years
after fitting them up for police
use, while paying zero interest.

Electric vehicles are not de-
livering the mileage ranges,
are seeing increases in insur-
ance, require expensive infra-
structures for charging at the
police station as well as offi-
cer’s homes when they are on
call, will require an upgrade of
generators, and will most likely
have zero value when the bat-
teries expire, not to mention the
damage to the environment to
produce these electric vehicle
batteries. These pose new is-
sues that Brandon can’t afford
to learn and certainly not with
public safety.

The solar array is proposed to
be on leased land and involves
an agreement with a public util-
ity company that has increased
site fees for the “net metering”
programs regularly, relies on
sunlight that we get little of
compared to other parts of the
country, relies on government

son and Ethier

rebates that we all pay for, and
assumes a 40-year equipment
life. There is barely any equip-
ment I can think of other than a
tractor that could last 40 years
and it would need work over
those years. The notion of pay-
ing the same as the electric bill
to buy equipment to HOPE it
delivers free electricity down
the road is a notion that the
solar business USES to SELL
product. If we had just mailed
the $500,000 to the electric
company, we could pretend we
had $500,000 of free electric-
ity, but it wouldn’t be true and
it would surely eliminate the
maintenance costs, the site fees,
the disposal costs at the end of
the useful life. In short, the deci-
sions of our local elected Select-
board and town clerk have been
irresponsible and not mindful of
their main purpose of providing
access to town records, and pro-
viding sewer, highway mainte-
nance and police services.

Our schools, built for many
more students than we currently
have, are buying new tempo-
rary classrooms, while our pro-
ficiency scores are very low in
math and science. 3rd, 7th and
9th grades are testing at 26%,
18% and 11% proficiency re-
spectively. 5th, 8th and 11th
grades are testing at 34%, 19%
and 29% proficient in science.
Both scores are lower than the
statewide average.

Put simply, we have elected

(Continued from Page 5)
owners as well as longtime
residents of Brandon and only
want to have Brandon move
forward.

They both have Selectboard

experience, as they have been
appointed to complete vacant
board seats and now want to
continue to serve the citizens
of Brandon.

PLEASE consider using your

two votes on these two QUAL-
IFIED CANDIDATES

Doug Bailey
Brandon

officials who are spending away
as if we are a city with unlimited
resources. If you are concerned
about the cost of living, the an-
swer is to VOTE and VOTE NO

Est. 1958

and to replace elected officials

and move forward with new
more responsible decisions!

Sharon Stearns

Brandon

NESHOBE GOLF IS
CLOSED FOR

THE SEASON
Thank you for a wonderful 2023!

2 INDOOR SIMULATORS

AVAILABLE NOW

CALL: (802) 247-3611

LONG IRON RESTAURANT

Winter hours and weekly events
Wed, Thur, Fri 11:30-8

Sat 11-4

Sun 10-2 Brunch

Wednesday

Open for lunch + Wednesday Wing

night
Thursday

Open for lunch + Burger and Beer

night

Friday
Open for lunch + Friday Night Dinner

Saturday
Open for lunch

Sunday

Sunday Brunch from 10am to 3pm

Simulator hours:

Wed-Fri 10-8, Sat 10-4, Sun 10-2

Price

$34/hour except Wed-Fri 10-4 is $25/hr

https://neshobe.com - (802) 247-3611
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Bobcat tests positive

(Continued from Page 4)

necticut, Maine, and New York

Although mammals infected
with HPAI are always of inter-
est to wildlife officials, the risk
to people from HPAI viruses
remains low according to the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention

“Our recommendations to Ver-
monters are the same as they’ve
been since HPAI was first detect-
ed in our state—mainly, to avoid

direct contact with wild birds,”
said David Sausville, Wildlife
Management Program Manager
with the Vermont Fish and Wild-
life Department. “Observe wild
birds only from a distance and
practice good hygiene around
domestic fowl. Practice good
biosecurity by keeping domestic
fowl and other pets away from
areas where wild birds gather,
like bird feeding stations or duck
ponds.

Conflict of interest

Officials will continue to
monitor bird and other wildlife
deaths that show signs consistent
with possible HPAI infection.
More information on best prac-
tices around wild birds are avail-
able on the Vermont Fish and
Wildlife Department’s website.
More information for domestic
fowl owners is available from
the Vermont Agency of Agricul-
ture, Food, and Markets.

(Continued from Page 5)
Pittsford, has a direct financial
interest and possible impact, due
to that employment, in the deci-
sion processes made by Bran-
don’s leadership, whether it is
grant applications, employment
candidates, and a myriad of other
decisions made by the Select-
board, along with the amicable
interactions between the Board
members, and town manage-
ment. In the past, from the many
times I witnessed him at meetings
as Brandon’s Town Manager, I
would not consider Dave Ather-
ton a team player in his interac-

tions with the Selectboard. Disre-
spectful verging on contemptuous
at times, and I don’t see that con-
duct as beneficial to Brandon.

The town policy on conflict
of interest is available at: https://
www.townofbrandon.com/
wp-content/uploads/2019/09/
brandontownscanner@gmail.
com_201909[...]pdf

At the Candidates Forum last
Thursday, when I posed the ques-
tion of conflict to Dave Atherton,
he answered that he had confir-
mation from the powers that be at
the State level, that they did not

consider it to be a conflict. In

fact, Mr. Atherton stated, he could
be Town Manager of both Bran-
don and Pittsford and it wouldn’t
be a conflict of interest. How lu-
dicrous and frightening! He also
said he would recuse himself
from votes that would be a con-
flict. The fact remains he would
still have vital information to our
town that he could use to his ad-
vantage as the Town Manager
and employee of Pittsford.

There are other qualified candi-
dates to select from to better serve
Brandon’s interests.

Brent L. Buehler
Brandon

Class President

(Continued from Page 4)
want to face challenges to my
ideas and work from that in or-
der to form a more perfect Ot-
ter Valley Union. I may only
be 16, but I am observant of
the world around me and see
people who seem to enjoy
complaining more than actu-
ally searching for solutions. I
may not be able to vote or run
for an official elected office,
but I’ll do everything in my
power until then to make sure
my voice is heard. I don’t offer
myself as the solution, but as
an idealist who wants to help
find the solutions. It’s my ut-
most hope that others answer

this dire call to arms and do
something in the name of my
generation's future and every-
one to succeed me.

With my campaign at Otter
Valley, I hope that the message
gets across that young people
are observant, too, and that
we have a voice. It may take
time to truly be heard, but [ am
completely confident in our
ability as a society to come to-
gether and be the change that
we seek.

Brendan Aidan McLough-
lin is a junior at Otter Valley
Union High School.

SUBMIT YOUR BIRTH,
ANNIVERSARY,
OR WEDDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS



The Mungers
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(Continued from Page 1)
those who developed the area,
building many of the homes in
the enclave. And they still live
in the house they built up there
39 years ago. They recently sat
with The Reporter at their home
to reflect on their lives in Bran-
don.

Scott turns 96 this year and
has lived most of his life in
Brandon. Born here in 1928, he
grew up on lower Carver Street,
the sixth of twelve children, of
whom five (including Scott) are
still alive. His father worked for
the Vermont Marble Company
and his mother kept house. She
passed away when Scott was 13
and the youngest child only 2.

When he was a kid during
the Depression, he used to walk
along the railroad tracks collect-
ing bits of coal he’d sell to buy
movie tickets. And despite liv-
ing relatively close to downtown
Brandon, his address on Carver
Street was deemed outside the
Brandon school zone and he at-
tended elementary school at the
Forest Dale School (now part of
the Neshobe Elementary School
campus).

“I didn’t like school,” Scott
said. “I was shy, but I managed
to get on the Honor Roll when
I could do my own thing.” Yet
even at that young age, Scott’s
ambition was to join the Ma-
rines.

“When I was a kid, I said, ‘If1
ever get old enough, I’m gonna
be a Marine,” Scott recalled.

So, he enlisted in the Marines
in 1945, at age 17.

The Second World War had
ended, but the U.S. still had Ma-
rines stationed in China. Scott
was sent there to serve. His unit
returned to San Francisco in
1948. While Scott and a buddy
went off to enjoy a few days the
city, the rest of their unit signed
up to be reservists and ultimate-
ly ended up being sent to Korea,
where many of them met their
fate. Scott’s escapade in ‘Frisco
likely saved his life.

Back in Brandon, Scott want-
ed to be a trucker but was just
shy of the minimum age of 21.
So, he would sneak rides with
licensed truckers who worked
for Dutton Trucking Company,
learning the ropes by hauling
apples and other produce from
Shoreham down to New York
City.

After a year at Dutton, he
moved to Goddard Trucking,
which was based in the Castel-
ton/Fair Haven area. He spent
6 years there, trucking produce,
marble, and milk all up and
down the east coast, as far south
as Washington, D.C.

While he enjoyed the work,

there was at least one person in
his life who did not: Marge.

They first met around 1960,
when Marge’s cousin married
Scott’s brother. Scott had come
to help his brother finish putting
up sheetrock in his brother’s
camp on Fern Lake. Marge was
not impressed.

“I didn’t care for him at all,”
she laughed. “I didn’t like him.”

That all changed after a card
game in 1961, when Scott was
called in to be a fourth player.

They’ve been married 59
years now.

Marge grew up in Rutland but
had always been fond of Bran-
don. She spent a lot of time here
as a child and her family has
roots in the area: both Swin-
ington Road and Delorm Road
in Leicester are named after
branches of her family.

“I fell in love with Brandon
when I was young,” Marge re-
called. “I’d think, ‘I hope some-
day I can live here.””

Marge and Scott married in
1965 and settled in Brandon.
One of the conditions of the
marriage, however, was that
Scott give up his long-distance
trucking.

“I told him I wasn’t going to
marry someone who was gone
all the time,” Marge said.

So, Scott got a job hauling
wood chips every day from East
Middlebury to the International
Paper mill in Ticonderoga, New
York. After 7 or 8 years on that
route, Scott began work with
Eddie Wheeler, a builder who
taught Scott the profession that
would change the direction of
his and Marge’s life: building
houses.

“I was a quick study,” Scott
said.

Scott and Marge built them-
selves a house on Town Farm
Road, where they lived for 10
years. Then in the early 1970s,
they built themselves one in
Forrestbrook, where they stayed
for a few years.

“For a while we kept moving
because people kept buying the
houses we built for ourselves,”
Marge said. “I was working as
a secretary for Connecticut Mu-
tual Life Insurance in Rutland,
but we needed the money, so we
kept selling the houses we fin-
ished even though we were liv-
ing in them.”

Eventually they bought some
land from Bill Peck on Mt.
Pleasant and began building
homes up there, including the
one they still live in.

“We’ve been up here for 45
years,” Marge said. Ultimate-
ly, they built 10 houses in the
neighborhood that was known
as “Snob Knob” back in the day.

“Alot of out-of-staters bought
the houses up here,” Marge

said. “The neighborhood had a
reputation because of that. But

niscing about coming into town
on Saturday night to “trade”

(shop).
“There’s a lot more traffic,”

dared pay with a $20,” laughed
Marge. “And when she did
make change, she’d give it
to you quickly and hope you

SCOTT AND MARGE Munger (middle and far right) on their wedding day in 1965. Scott had been a
long-distance trucker before he and Marge got serious. She put a stop to that. “I told him | wasn't

going to marry someone who was gone all the time,” Marge said.

we’re just common folk. It took
about 10 years before families
with kids started moving in and
replacing the retirees.”

“And we’ve never had a com-
plaint,” said Scott in reference
to the quality houses he built.

Though it’s been a while
since they’ve built any houses,
they keep up with the local mar-
ket, which continues to astonish
them. Houses on Mt. Pleasant
have sold for more than $500K
in recent years.

“We borrowed $15K to build
our first house in 1973 and sold
it for $32K,” said Marge. “The
most we ever got for one of our
houses was $82K for a house on
Mt. Pleasant in the 1980s.”

And Scott recalls being able
to rent a house for $25/month
when he worked for Dutton,
making 50¢ per hour.

So much has changed in
Brandon over the course of the
Mungers’ lifetimes.

“It used to be a quiet little
village,” Marge recalled, remi-

said Scott. “It used to be one car
for every house. Now you see
two or three cars in a driveway.”

Neither one is crazy about the
new traffic lights or the smaller
size of Central Park after Seg-
ment 6. And Marge misses the
lush tree canopy on Park Street,
which has diminished as the ma-
jestic maples that were planted
in the 1800s have died off.

The Mungers recalled local
characters such as Edgar Paul,
who would chastise people on
Center Street if they parked
badly, and Shirley Farr, whose
family built what is now the
Lilac Inn on Park Street. Miss
Farr was so particular about
her street that she would send
workers to repair and paint any
houses she found wanting.

There was Desi Louras, who
ran a candy and magazine shop
on Center Street and would warn
people that the store “wasn’t
a library” if they lingered too
long over a comic book.

“She’d chew you out if you

wouldn’t count it.”

Sid Rosen could get you any-
thing you needed—“He’d find it
for you,” said Scott—and was
landlord to many.

“He didn’t keep his proper-
ties in the best condition,” said
Marge. “But he provided hous-
ing for a lot of lower-income
people.”

Those folks have gone, but
their memory remains alive in
conversation with those, like
the Mungers, who remember
Brandon in those years.

“It’s part of life,” said Marge.
“You’ve gotta expect change.”

In the meantime, even af-
ter all these decades, Scott and
Marge still live among the hous-
es they built that became homes
for so many Brandon families.
And they’re still dazzled by the
sunsets at the house they built
on Sunset Drive.

“We still marvel at the beau-
ty,” said Marge.
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NESHOBE STUDENTS STAND inside the Brandon Library renovation site. Back row, left to right:
Lani Heitman, Project manager Kim Levins, Superintendent Jason Wisell, Aubrey Mohan, Nick
Savela. Front row, left to right: Lucas Lacy, Parker Dillon, Carter Frasier, Jacob Krans.

Neshobe, Naylor & Breen

(Continued from Page 3)

the napkin sketch of a cabinet
that they came up with and used
CAD software to turn it into
a plan for a bookshelf unit to
store PE equipment in Neshobe
School. The group then went
into the shop and helped load
sheets of plywood into the CNC
machine to cut out the parts for
the cabinet. The huge machine
then expertly and exactly did
the cutting in only a few min-
utes. The parts will be delivered
to Neshobe School next week to
be assembled on site

work. They saw the installed
steel rods that support the sec-
ond and third floors by hanging
from the roof rafters. They got
a look at the elevator shaft from
the basement and the third floor
and they were impressed. They
watched the fire alarm system
being installed.

At the end of the tour, they
loaded back onto the bus for
the short trip back to Neshobe.
Shauna Lee said the students are
volunteering one day of their
vacation next week to meet at

school to assemble the cabinet
they designed and helped build.

Mentor Josh Letourneau ad-
mitted that he wished he had
a school field trip like this one
while he was at Neshobe. Tan-
ner Romano hopes that a few
of these students will see the
trades as a great place to work
and earn a good living right here
in our community. Gauging the
students’ enthusiasm, he prob-
ably will see some of them in
the future.

by the students and
their mentors.

Back on the bus, the
students journeyed to
downtown  Brandon,
where they met again
with Kim Levins and
project superintendent
Jason Wisell. They
had an in-depth tour
of the Brandon Li-
brary project, where
they witnessed electri-
cians and plumbers as
well as carpenters hard
at work all over the
building. Although the
project has had some
holdups, it is presently
on schedule to finish
in early June. Students
saw the work of ma-
sons who restored old
and collapsing brick-

THE STUDENTS LEARN how a CNC machine works at Naylor & Breen's
cabinet shop.

SOULIE'RE GRAVE. THE carver used an apostrophe instead of an
"accent grave” in the French name.

Names lost

(Continued from Page 2)
Joseph’s parents—a knowledge
gap now rectified.

Joseph’s parents, André Sul-
liere (1802-1884) and Julie
Brousseau (1808-1889), mar-
ried at St. Hyacinthe, Québec,
on 26 September 1826. They
had six children born in Canada
and five more born in Clinton
County, New York after 1838,
making “Andrew Soulia,” pa-
terfamilias of the many Soulia
families on both sides of Lake
Champlain. Their second son,
Christopher  Soulia  (1828-
1917) also served in the Civil

War. Christopher’s son Abram
Soulia (1854-1929) moved to
Rutland. Among his many liv-
ing descendants whom I know:
Harley A. Soulia of North
Chittenden and Helen (Soulia)
McKinlay, Pittsford’s Town
Clerk.

How often 1 have heard
the question, “Does spelling
count?” The Valley or Soulia
Americanized names would not
take us directly to their 17th
century Québec ancestors from
France, Jean Vallée dit Laval-
lée, and Nicolas Sulliére dit
Tranchemontagne.

JOSEPH SOULIA'S STONE in Pittsford’s Evergreen cemetery.
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eye-catching display.

Nature is an artist

VICKI NOLETTE SENT us this charming
photo that was taken by her grandson,
Rory McDonald, age 8, at Lake Dunmore.
The setting sun is lighting up the ice in an

Recreational cannabis flourishes,
awmakers ponder the future of

medical dispensaries

BY SHAUN ROBINSON/
VTDIGGER

James Pepper, chair of Ver-
mont’s  Cannabis  Control
Board, offered a blunt assess-
ment of the state’s medical
cannabis program to a panel of
lawmakers earlier this month.

The program “is just in a rap-
id decline,” Pepper told mem-
bers of the House Government
Operations Committee. “The
economies of scale are just get-
ting tougher and tougher for
these standalone medical dis-
pensaries every time more pa-
tients drop off.”

There is little question why:
Officials have known for years
that there would be a downturn
in medical users after retail
cannabis sales came online in
2022. In fact, the state has seen
faster-than-expected growth on
the recreational side since then,
Pepper said, which has also
contributed to the decline in the
state’s medical program.

This shift has regulators
concerned. Pepper said that as
more people exit the medical
program and start buying from
aretailer, they could lose access
to medical expertise and, effec-
tively, end up self-medicating.

And since Vermont law allows
medical dispensaries to sell
higher-potency products than
retail stores can, some medici-
nal users may end up turning to
the illicit market as their toler-
ance for cannabis increases.

Meanwhile, medical dispen-
sary operators said they have a
loyal — if declining — contin-
gent of patients who want con-
tinued access to the program’s
benefits, including specialized
products, tax-free sales and the
option to get their cannabis de-
livered.

“We feel an obligation to
provide that service that our
patients depend on,” said Russ
Todia, chief operating officer
of Ceres Collaborative, in an
interview. Ceres operates both
a recreational store and two
medical dispensaries.

“But,” he added, “you can’t
look at the (statewide) program
right now and say that it’s a
healthy program. It certainly
needs help from the state to
keep it viable.”

Members of the government
operations committee have been
weighing a slate of proposed
changes to the state’s cannabis

(See Cannabis in VT, Page 19)

The Brandon e Pittsford  Proctor « West Rutland « Lake Dunmore o Leicester « Whiting e Sudbury  Goshen

REPORTER

A community supported newspaper

Subscribe and save!

Annual subscription forjust $50, and $45 for seniors

SEND TO: PHONE NUMBER:
ADDRESS: EMAIL ADDRESS:
TOWN: STATE:

Z1P:

METHOD OF PAYMENT:
CHECK ENCLOSED: $

Mail this form to:

The Reporter, 58 Maple St, Middlebury, VI 05753
802.388.4944 ext. 104 or

email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com

[Jvisa [OMC [JAMEX []DISCOVER
CREDIT CARD #

EXP. DATE (\A% PHONE #




Page 12 — The Reporter, February 21, 2024

Special election coverage

Brandon Selectboard candidates give answers to Reporter questionnaire

The Reporter sent the same
list of 7 questions to all official
candidates for Brandon Select-
board (in alphabetical order):
David Atherton, Doug Bailey,
Ralph Ethier, Ray Marcoux,
Heather Nelson, Aida Nielsen,
and David Snow.

Here we present the questions
and the candidates’ responses,
presented alphabetically by last
name.

WHAT IS YOUR BACK-
GROUND AND EXPERI-
ENCE?

David Atherton: I am cur-
rently the Town Manager in
Pittsford, VT. 1 was on the
Brandon Selectboard from 2012
to 2015 and then became the
Town Manager in Brandon until
February of 2023.

Doug Bailey: I have been
a resident in Brandon for the
last 40 years. I am retired after
working 35 years in the bank-
ing field as a loan officer and a
regional manager. In Brandon
I was a board member of the
Brandon Chamber and served
as president for 3 years. I was
on the Otter Valley School
Board and also the Brandon Se-
lectboard for 6 years.

Ralph Ethier: 1 come from
a family of 11 children. I'm
married and we have 2 grown
daughters and 1 grandson. I
went to Seminary Hill School
and then to Otter Valley, where
I graduated in 1982. I live on
Pearl Street. I also work on Pearl
Street in a business I started
back in 1998. I’ve coached and
sponsored several rec league
teams over the years. I’ve also
coached at Neshobe and Otter
Valley. I’ve been a member of
the Planning Commission, De-
velopment Review Board, Se-

PO

0

1

Ngg

R
AU

lectboard, and am currently an
alternate on the Development
Review Board.

Ray Marcoux: [I've lived
in Brandon since 1993, raised
children here, am a small-busi-
ness owner, and I’m concerned
about out-of-control spending
and tax increases.

Heather Nelson: I am a na-
tive Vermonter, born and raised
right here in Brandon. I moved
away to attend college and earn
my Master’s and Bachelor’s de-
grees at UVM. After working in
St. Albans, VT and Washington
state, my husband and I chose to
return to Brandon to purchase a
home and start our family. We
now have three school-aged
children. I worked in public
schools for about 6 years before
starting my own business. As
a speech-language pathologist,
I support communication-skill
development with children in
Rutland and Addison Counties.
I’ve had the privilege to work
with hundreds of families in
our community, which allowed
me to meet an incredible cross-
section of Vermonters.

Aida Nielsen: 1 was born
in Lithuania. Came to USA in
1994. 1 got my Associate’s de-
gree in nursing with honors in
2005. We moved to Brandon
from Westhampton, NY in 2010.
Since then, I am working as RN
at HPHRC in Middlebury. We
raised our 2 sons in Brandon.

David Snow: I am a lifelong
resident of Brandon (46 years).
I, along with my wife, own 3
businesses. I am on the Pru-
dential Board in Brandon, this
being my second year. I have
a very good understanding of
budgets, projections, planning,
and being able to listen to all
opinions and feel I am able to
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decide what is best for everyone
in Brandon.

WHY HAVE YOU CHOSEN
TO RUN FOR SELECT-
BOARD THIS CYCLE?

David Atherton: I decided
to run for a 1-year Selectboard
seat after many Brandon resi-
dents asked me to get involved
again. I am concerned about the
amount of spending that has
happened during the past 11
months by the Selectboard and
current administration. I think
it’s time to get back to being fis-
cally responsible instead of ask-
ing for a sizable budget increase
that will continue the spending.

Doug Bailey: I am on the
Budget Committee and feel that
my financial experience and
board history could be impor-
tant at this time.

Ralph Ethier: I believe my
business experience, manage-
ment skills, and background in
Brandon would be a good fit on
the board. I like being involved
with decision making. I can
have an opinion and be able to
listen to and respect other opin-
ions and sometimes change my
mind.

Ray Marcoux: I’'m local and
Brandon needs to stop the big
spending so people can afford
to live here.

Heather Nelson: I was ap-
pointed to the Selectboard in
spring 2023. I have learned so
much during the past 9 months!
Sitting on the Selectboard pro-
vides me an incredible oppor-
tunity to give back to our town.
I love living here and I want to
make sure our town is afford-
able and that it continues to be
a great place to live. I am fair,
honest, and I ask for more in-
formation when I need it. As a
38-year-old female professional
with a family at home, I offer a
unique perspective that wasn’t
previously represented on the
board.

Aida Nielsen: I chose to run
for Selectboard because I do not
like how my tax money is spent.
I do not support an idea that
the Town of Brandon should
run other businesses, such as
solar production, besides mak-
ing sure that taxpayers’ money
is spent to run the town in the
most efficient way.

David Snow: I have chosen
to run for the 3-year seat to
try and get the voice of every
member of Brandon heard and
do what’s right for everyone. I
feel a lot of citizens for one rea-

son or another can’t make it to
meetings, aren’t vocal because
they feel they don’t get heard,
but I will say that in conver-
sation one on one with many
citizens from all walks of life,
they want things to be done dif-
ferently and I hope to be able to
help with that. One seat is only
20% of the vote, so it takes a
group that has the same visions
to help the entire community.

WHAT DO YOU THINK IS
POSITIVE ABOUT BRAN-
DON AND HOW IT’S BEEN
MANAGED?

David Atherton: Honestly, |
don’t think we are being man-
aged or represented well right
now. Attendance at Selectboard
meetings has significantly in-
creased and there are more
folks running for board seats
this year than in the last 10
years. This should be a sign to
the Selectboard and administra-
tion that Brandon residents are
concerned.

Doug Bailey: Brandon is a
thriving small town with many
activities for people to become
involved in. Our new town man-
ager has a style that is positive
and he communicates well with
groups and individuals alike.

Ralph Ethier: Brandon has
recently completed several
large projects. The wastewater
plant is being done right now.
The 1% options tax is probably
one of the best decisions.

Ray Marcoux: Brandon used
to have stores for local people’s
needs, water/sewer, and every-
thing was cheaper.

Heather Nelson: Brandon
is a wonderful community and
I love living here. Brandon
has improved its infrastructure
over the past several years,
with more changes coming
soon (for example, the Union
Street sidewalk project is com-
ing up). It’s amazing to have a
robust recreation department,
especially since I have children.
The recreation department is a
major draw for families from
surrounding towns as well—it’s
a great way to bring potential
customers to Brandon! The new
project tracker provided by the
town manager approximately
bi-monthly (which can be re-
quested at any point in between)
has improved transparency and
protects us from inadvertently
overextending ourselves finan-
cially.

Aida Nielsen: The Town of
Brandon did a good job paving

roads, upgrading downtown.
The town still does a good job
maintaining safe roads during
winter.

David Snow: Brandon is
different than when I grew up,
that’s for sure. Brandon used
to be a town you didn’t have
to leave at all. There was work,
clothing stores, car dealerships,
appliance stores, department
store outlets, you name it. Bran-
don’s infrastructure has come a
long way for sure; it looks nice
in town. I feel there are areas
that need improving from a
management standpoint and I’
leave it at that.

WHAT ASPECTS OF BRAN-
DON NEED MORE ATTEN-
TION THAN THEY’VE RE-
CEIVED?

David Atherton: My only
answer to this is the mess on
Newton Road. It’s been eight
months since it was damaged by
flooding and it’s still in disarray.

Doug Bailey: Marketing the
many positive aspects of our
small town. There is always
room to improve, yet there’s the
fear that we want to maintain
our town’s personality and not
become another Woodstock.

Ralph Ethier: I think the
aspect of Brandon that needs
more attention is to keep it af-
fordable for everyone. We talk
about how nice Brandon looks,
wanting 24-hour police cover-
age, all of the rec programs we
have, and then we complain
about how expensive it is to live
here. There needs to be a bal-
ance.

Ray Marcoux: The Select-
board needs to curb spend-
ing and pet projects, and plan
ahead with emergencies down
the road, such as broken water
mains, equipment, trucks, etc.

Heather  Nelson: Since
completion of the Segment 6
construction, our town has had
a lot of changes. For example,
we now have beautiful gardens
to enjoy—and take care of! We
now have to manage the care of
these new things, and there has
turned out to be a learning curve
to this. It would also be prudent
to stay ahead of paving—I have
learned that it costs less overall
to maintain roads so that they
don’t require larger construc-
tion projects to get them in or-
der. Making a plan to handle
this proactively is important as
we move forward.

Aida Nielsen: The Town of
Brandon needs to pay more at-



tention to recreation. Exploring
the possibility of more nature
walking and biking trails, pro-
mote outdoor activities.

David Snow: I feel the bud-
gets and how the spending in-
creases needs attention. We
don’t have an open checkbook.
Many citizens simply can’t af-
ford increases. I understand
money has to be spent, that’s a
given. However, planning for
larger expenses needs a lot of
attention rather than just ap-
prove large items and increase
taxes. Our 1% options tax could
be used sparingly and when we
have a surplus, we could invest
that in short-term CDs, money
market accounts, etc., to help
that money grow before we just
spend it.

PLEASE IDENTIFY A RE-
CENT ISSUE THAT THE
SELECTBOARD HANDLED
WELL.

David Atherton: I am having
a difficult time finding anything
that I see as a positive outcome
that has benefitted the town.

Doug Bailey: The Select-
board and the town manager
have allocated funds for all
pending  projects  requiring
money. This is very important
for the future soundness of
Brandon.

Ralph Ethier: I believe the
issue of the police dog was han-
dled well in that 3 board mem-
bers listened to the public input
and changed their votes.

Ray Marcoux: There are
none. They mishandled the ca-
nine deal, town leased out prop-
erty for solar panels, and now
the town wants to leaser another
property for town solar, nobody
budgeted for a new town truck
but it was ordered, sidewalks
need repair but they want a
huge solar project, and the bud-
get increase is crazy and there
is no need for it. They need to
close the checkbook and stop
the spending.

Heather Nelson: During my
tenure on the Selectboard, we
allocated the remainder of the
ARPA funds. At one point dur-
ing the year, a road construction
project on Arnold District Road
cost more than expected. Ini-
tially, the Selectboard was split,
with some members wanting
to use ARPA funds for the en-
tirety of the construction costs
and some not wanting to use
any ARPA funds for the con-
struction costs. I proposed that
we pay the expected road con-
struction costs from our regular
funds and the excess (unex-
pected portion) from the ARPA
funds. In my view, this was a
reasonable compromise.

Aida Nielsen: The Select-
board does a good job maintain-
ing the town.

David Snow: The K-9 offi-
cer is a young animal, has more
training needed, but the fact
that the program after spending
what has been spent was going
to be dissolved potentially, I
am happy to see we didn’t just
throw it away after the invest-
ment and the decision was made
to continue it. That being said,
after this year, if the costs of
training are going to continue at
a high rate, perhaps it needs to
be revisited.

PLEASE IDENTIFY A RE-
CENT ISSUE THAT YOU
THINK THE  SELECT-
BOARD HANDLED POOR-
LY AND EXPLAIN HOW
YOU WOULD HAVE HAN-
DLED IT DIFFERENTLY.

David Atherton: I think that
certain people on the Select-
board have personal agendas
and it’s clouding their decisions
in looking out for the best inter-
est of the town. I don’t think
the push by some Selectboard
members for electric police
cruisers and the urgency to
build a solar array is what we
need to be focusing on while we
have outstanding infrastructure
projects that seem to have been
all but forgotten. The Union
Street project and the Wheeler
Road bridge and North Street
bridge scoping studies should
be first priority while a planning
process begins for reducing fos-
sil fuel consumption.

Doug Bailey: First, I would
like to thank each member of
the Selectboard. They work dili-
gently for all of us. The one area
of improvement could be better
communication with each other
and the public at meetings. An
unanswered or poorly answered
question is a lost opportunity to
get people to understand items
as they come up.

Ralph Ethier: The recent
issue the Selectboard handled
poorly was the police dog. I be-
lieve an issue that is important
should not have been decided
on so quickly. There should
have been time for public input.

Ray Marcoux: The Select-
board should have gone back
and got the right figures for the
canine program before they vot-
ed it down, could have put solar
panels on their own property,
they should fix the sidewalks,
solar is an eyesore, is expen-
sive, will have expenses to get
rid of the panels down the road,
and they should have cut back
the budget.

Heather Nelson: In the past,
we found matching money for
grants from different place as
we needed it. Over the course
of the past several months, we
have adopted a practice of ear-
marking matching funds at the
time that we accept the grant.

This practice, in combination
with a prohect tracker devel-
oped by Town Manager Secth
Hopkins, will help us to plan
ahead financially.

Aida Nielsen: Solar project
recommendation, canine pro-
gram cancellation, and recom-
mendation to buy 2 electric cars
for the police department were
not handled well. I would re-
search affordability, usefulness,
and reliability for each project.

David Snow: I was at a Se-
lectboard meeting when the
topic of the new town truck was
brought up. The truck was or-
der and the truck cost was not
factored into the budget. Rather
than finance a large purchase,
the Selectboard decided to use
1% option tax to just pay for that
truck. At the time, it was also
decided to pay another equip-
ment loan off to which half of
the 1% money we had was de-
pleted. I would have chosen a
different route and financed the
truck, invested $400,000, and
made enough money on invest-
ment to offset the interest cost
of the loan. Again a business de-
cision not to deplete cash.

WHAT ARE THE MOST
PRESSING ISSUES FACING
BRANDON IN THE NEXT
FIVE YEARS AND HOW
WOULD YOU ADDRESS
THEM?

David Atherton: Building a
five-year plan is a great idea,
if everyone follows it. I think
the first step is to stop this sud-
den urgency to spend money.
When I was on the Selectboard
from 2012 to 2015, we actually
had a “matrix” that was used
as a to-do list, which eventu-
ally morphed into the “project
tracker.” I don’t know how or if
the current Selectboard or town
managers use anything like this
anymore.

Doug Bailey: Two pressing
issues that I see are (1) attract-
ing meaningful small business
and (2) protecting our town
from the types of storms that
seem to come from a changing
climate. To attract new busi-
ness, we need to find ways to
get outside shoppers into Bran-
don. For protection to property
loss due to storms, we need to
maintain a strong public safety
department that is ready when
needed.

Ralph Ethier: Some of the
issues facing Brandon in the
next 5 years are cost of liv-
ing, housing, jobs, and climate
change. To address some of
these, we keep our budget af-
fordable, work on zoning to
make it easier to build or con-
vert large houses into multifam-
ily homes.

Ray Marcoux: Taxes, taxes,
and spending. Taxpayers can’t
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Brandon Energy

Committee

We encourage a 'Yes'
vote for solar
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The following quotes re-
flect the gist of comments
offered by more than a dozen
people in town who were
asked if they would encour-
age Brandon residents to vote
yes on the solar-bond vote.

Tanner Romano - “This
project is worth supporting
and I encourage Brandon vot-
ers to approve it.”

Judy Pulsifer - “I will al-
ways be a Brandonite at heart
and I encourage you to ap-
prove this bond.”

Ken Mohan - “I have no
problem encouraging Bran-
don residents to vote for this
bond.”

George Fjeld - “Adopting
solar is the best way to re-
duce our dependence on fos-
sil fuels and it has saved me
money at my house. I support
this bond.”

Sheila Gearwar - “Yes, I
support this bond and encour-
age others to vote yes.”

afford the plans that some have.
The town needs to plan ahead
for equipment, police cars,
town trucks, graders, building
repairs, before they happen and
have a reserve for emergencies.
They need to prioritize a re-
placement plan for police cruis-
ers because they can’t be run
until the wheels fall off of them.
Same with highway trucks. We
don’t need a solar array.
Heather Nelson: One of the
most important issues facing
Brandon is keeping the cost
of housing (owning and rent-
ing) in check. I want people to
be able to afford to stay in our
town, and for them to afford to
purchase homes if they’d like
to. It will be important to sup-
port affordable housing as part
of this. Improving our capital
plan for replacement of equip-
ment will be important as we

Bill Dick - “The Rescue
Squad investment in solar in
2016 has paid for itself and
saves us money every month.
I support this bond vote.”

Mitch Pearl - “I definitely
support this bond vote and
hope others do as well”

Sarah Pattis - “Yes, I think
this project will be good for
Brandon and hope we pass
this bond vote.”

Jim Leary - “I feel this
project will be good for Bran-
don and encourage others to
vote for it.”

Judy Bunde - “This project
will benefit our taxpayers and
I hope our voters approve it”

Andy Jackson - “I support
Brandon voters in backing
this solar project.”

Devon Fuller - “I was in
favor of the Green Lantern
solar project that the town
has been benefiting from for
years and it is smart for the
town to develop their own.”

Stephanie Jerome - “This
solar project is a sound in-
vestment in Brandon’s future.
I am happy to add my name
to a list of people encourag-
ing Brandon voters to support
the solar bond vote.”

Louis Pattis - “I think this
project is great for Brandon,
just like my solar is great for
us at home.”

move forward as well. We are
currently piloting a new elec-
tronic government management
software to help us collect the
data we need to develop this
formal plan.

Aida Nielsen: To find the fine
line between making sure the
town is safe and affordable. We
should consider a permanent
tax-increase cap.

David Snow: Brandon still
has infrastructure work that
needs to be completed outside
the village: sidewalks, salt
shed, town garage, police ve-
hicles, potential solar project,
etc. These are all expensive is-
sues and the simple answer has
been to raise taxes. My thought
is to plan the issues out, plan
the spending—it can’t all hap-
pen at once—so it’s going to be
a struggle that needs much at-
tention.
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Candidate for Brandon SB draws attention for Facebook posts

After last week’s Candidate
Forum, The Reporter was ap-
proached by a Brandon resi-
dent who showed us printouts
of posts and memes from the
Facebook account of Ray Mar-
coux, who is currently running
for Brandon Selectboard. Many
of the posts were clearly jokes
and not to be taken seriously
or literally. However, some of
them were more difficult to
shrug off.

We did not discover these
posts ourselves. We had not
visited any candidate’s social
media. But once we were made
aware of this material, most of
which has since been deleted,
we had to make a decision
whether to ignore this informa-
tion or make it public. We have
decided to make it public and
would like to explain our rea-
sons.

First, we acknowledge that

Mr. Marcoux, like everyone
else, is entitled to his opinions
and his beliefs. He is also en-
titled to express those opinions
publicly. No one is suggesting
that he has done or said any-
thing that he did not have a
right to do or say.

But the voters of Brandon
also have a right to know who
is making decisions and set-
ting policy on their behalf.
The material culled from Mr.
Marcoux’s Facebook profile
does provide information that
some voters will find useful
in evaluating Mr. Marcoux’s
candidacy. This is why we
have decided not to keep what
was given to us from the com-
munity. The examples we’re
printing here convey a sense
of the larger group they were
drawn from. We apologize for
any discomfort or offense they
may cause. We thought it was
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important for the community to
evaluate the material for itself.

We understand that some of
our neighbors may object to the
publication of this material on
the grounds that it was meant
humorously or only to be seen
by Mr. Mar-

statement if he so wished. We
have not heard back. The offer
still stands.

After receiving the printouts,
we did visit the public social
media profiles of the other can-
didates, just to be clear that Mr.

Marcoux is not

coux’s friends.
Some may ar-
gue that what
matters is how
a member be-
haves on the
Board, regard-
less of person-
al beliefs. And
there is truth to
that. But once

scrutiny.

But Mr. Marcoux
is seeking a public
position and with
that comes some
degree of public

being singled
out. If we’re
going to pub-
lish this, we
need to be sure
we’ve applied
the same scru-
tiny to the oth-
er candidates
as well. We did
not find any

we were made

aware of this material, we felt
obligated to allow all voters to
decide for themselves whether
to give it any weight in their
votes.

We did reach out twice to Mr.
Marcoux, via an email address
that we had used to communi-
cate with him before, to let him
know that we had received this
material and that we planned to
publish it this week. We offered
him an opportunity to submit a
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@ Johnny Snowflake

Intro

Q Works at Self-Employed
ﬂ Lives in Brandon, Vermont
o From Brandon, Vermont

@ Married to Candy Eastman Manning Marcoux

other material

comparable to what was culled
from Mr. Marcoux’s Facebook.
Brandon is a small commu-
nity. It was not an easy decision
to put a spotlight on a neigh-
bor like this. Even though the

material was publicly available
when it was discovered, it can
certainly feel invasive to have
what was perhaps intended
only for friends suddenly called
into question in a public forum.
But Mr. Marcoux is seeking a
public position and with that
comes some degree of public
scrutiny.

As we explained above, we
did not discover this material
ourselves. It was presented to
us, along with a dilemma about
how to handle it. Not everyone
will agree with our decision to
publish it. But it was known by
some that we were in posses-
sion of it and, ultimately, we
did not want to be in a position
where our readers felt that we
had ignored or withheld in-
formation that they would’ve
deemed useful in how they cast
their votes.
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ALL IMAGES TAKEN from Mr. Marcoux's
Facebook page and sent to The Reporter
by a community member.
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Gov. Phil Scott’s 2025 bud-
get proposal would force the
Vermont Department of State’s
Attorneys and Sheriffs to cut
as many as nine prosecutor
positions, department lead-
ers said this week. It’s a move
that Democratic lawmakers,
and the department itself, said
could hinder the state’s efforts
to bolster accountability in the
criminal justice system.

The possibility of layoffs —
or of reductions in attorneys
through attrition — also drew
criticism from the leader of the
state employees’ union. Steve
Howard said he sees a discon-
nect between the possible im-
pacts of Scott’s proposed bud-
get and the governor’s calls for
lawmakers to tackle pressing
public safety challenges.

Among those challenges, of-
ficials have said, is the state’s
persistent backlog of thousands
of wunresolved court cases,
which has left some alleged of-
fenders — and victims — wait-
ing months or even years for a
trial.

“It is troubling to have the
governor give a speech saying
he’s concerned about crime,
and then propose a budget that
doesn’t invest in what the sys-
tem needs in order to get jus-
tice for victims and to keep
communities safe,” said How-
ard, the executive director of
the Vermont State Employees’
Association, in an interview.

Department leaders testified
to lawmakers that they need
those nine positions — and

then some — to bring down the
number of cases that county
prosecutors are handling. At
current staffing, many deputy
state’s attorneys are juggling
more than 300 cases at a time,
officials said, suggesting a
more reasonable number would
be below 275.

Scott has made public safety
a major focus of his policy pro-
posals to lawmakers this year
and is pushing for legislation

ing those positions, adding to
the cost of government. But it
has to come out of some pock-
et. It’s got to come out of some-
where else.”

The governor said he was
open to hearing lawmakers’
ideas about where such money
could come from. Speaking in
an interview Thursday, House
Speaker Jill Krowinski, D-Bur-
lington, said the nine positions
were critical.
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cused on public safety — Scott
said he does not think the state
can afford to fit those prosecu-
tor positions into a budget that
should include less spending
than in previous years.

The administration “did the
best we could under the condi-
tions of the money we have. We
have to live within our means,”
Scott told reporters. “We can
have conversations about add-
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over current
spending levels — higher than
many other organs of state gov-
ernment, said Jaye Pershing
Johnson, Scott’s general coun-
sel.

But even with that increase,
the department said it needs
to find about $945,000 in cost
savings heading into the 2025
fiscal year in order to meet the
governor’s targets.

That works out to nine prose-
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Critics say Phil Scott’s budget proposal, which would
force cuts to prosecutors, undermines public safety agenda

cutor positions, Annie Noonan,
the department’s labor rela-
tions and operations director,
told House lawmakers earlier
this week. She said the depart-
ment already operates on a
slim budget and that there is no
other area where it could make
substantial cuts.

“It’s crushing,” Noonan said.
“When you don’t have money
to pay people, the expectation
is that you will do a reduction
in force of your staff — which
of course for us would just be
very, very difficult to do.”

The department currently has
one vacant deputy state’s at-
torney position, Noonan said.
Overall, she noted, the depart-
ment employs about 60 deputy
prosecutors statewide in addi-
tion to the elected state’s attor-
neys in each county.

In fact, Tim Lueders-Du-
mont, the department’s legisla-
tive and assistant appellate at-
torney, said it needs at least 10
additional deputy prosecutors
to make meaningful improve-
ments in how quickly many
cases are resolved. The depart-
ment also asked for 10 new
victim advocate positions, and
10 new administrative support
positions, which did not make
the governor’s proposal either,
officials said.

Scott’s budget also falls short
of meeting all of the needs the
Vermont Judiciary has identi-
fied for 2025, lawmakers said
this week. The Judiciary re-
quested 15 new positions in-
tended to aid the courts in their
work, including 10 judicial as-
sistants, four information tech-

nology analysts and a database
administrator, none of which
are included in the governor’s
proposal.

The governor does support
funding two new superior court
judge positions, as the judicial
branch has asked for, officials
said.

Moreover, Vermont Defend-
er General Matt Valerio told
lawmakers this week that the
governor’s budget proposal
falls about $2 million short of
what his department — which
provides defense attorneys to
people who do not otherwise
have a lawyer — needs just to
continue operating at the status
quo.

In an interview Thursday,
Rep. Martin Lalonde, a South
Burlington Democrat  who
chairs the House Judiciary
Committee, acknowledged that
finding the money to support
all of these requests — as well
as the many other issues facing
the state this year — will be a
challenge.

But he said that prosecuto-
rial and judicial leaders have
been adamant that they need re-
sources in order to make prog-
ress on dealing with existing
cases before the state makes
policy changes that increase
consequences for offenders.

“I know that the governor
said, “Yeah, I’'m being hard on
crime — the alternative is be-
ing soft on crime,”” LalLonde
said, referring to Scott’s press
conference. “I think our ap-
proach is that we’re being sen-
sible on crime and in our ap-
proach to this issue.”

Empty seats on RNESU
School Board have no takers

BY STEVEN JUPITER

BRANDON—While  the
race for Brandon Select-
board heats up with the great-
est number of contenders in
years, the ballot for RNESU
board seats remains wide
open. Seven seats on the Ot-
ter Valley and Barstow boards
had yet to receive any candi-
date interest by the January 29
submission cutoff.

There are currently seven
OVUUSD seats on the March
ballot:

Brandon (1 year remaining

of a 3-year term)

Brandon

Goshen

Leicester (2 years remain-
ing of a 3-year term)

Pittsford

Whiting

At-Large

Natalie Steen of Brandon,
Fernanda Canales of Gos-
hen, and Jeremy Gildrien of
Leicester are running to retain
their seats. Mr. Gildrien will
be running as a write-in can-
didate.

A 3-year seat from Pittsford

is being vacated by Brook-
lyn Markowski. A 3-year seat
from Whiting is being vacated
by Rebecca Watters. A 3-year
at-large seat is being vacated
by Greg Bernhardt. And a
3-year Brandon seat with one
year remaining is being va-
cated by recent OV graduate
Pajua Gamba.

None of these seats is being
contested on the ballot.

It’s too late for candidates
to submit their names for the
ballot—interested parties will
have to campaign as write-ins.
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Candidates for Brandon Selectboard focus on spending at public forum

BY STEVEN JUPITER

BRANDON—ALt a well-attend-
ed public forum organized by the
Brandon Area Chamber of Com-
merce at Brandon Town Hall on
Thursday, February 15, six of the
seven candidates for Brandon Se-
lectboard introduced themselves
(or re-introduced, in some cases)
to the public and answered ques-
tions from the audience.

The candidates are (in alpha-
betical order) David Atherton,
Doug Bailey, Ralph Ethier, Ray
Marcoux, Heather Nelson, Aida
Nielsen, and David Snow. Mr.
Bailey and Mr. Snow are running
for the 3-year seat being vacated
by Board Chair Tracy Wyman.
The remaining candidates are run-
ning for the two one-year seats
currently held by Ms. Nelson and
Cecil Reniche-Smith, who is not
seeking re-election after one year
on the Board.

Mr. Atherton, Mr. Bailey, Mr.
Ethier, and Ms. Nelson all enter the
race with Selectboard experience
under their belts. Mr. Marcoux,
Ms. Nielsen, and Mr. Snow would
be newcomers to the Board. Mr.
Atherton also served as Brandon
town manager from 2015 to 2023.

Aida Nielsen was not able to
participate in the forum because of
work commitments.

The overarching theme of the
evening, mentioned by all candi-

* %k Kk Kk

dates at one point or another, was
spending. This year’s anticipated
budget increases, both municipal
and educational, have Brandon
citizens on edge. Moreover, the
town ballot in March will include
an article asking voters to approve
a $500,000 bond for a town-owned
solar array. Additionally, the Bran-
don Fire District, which is a sepa-
rate municipality from the town
with its own budget, is exploring
a multimillion-dollar water-tank
replacement project that will likely
require a significant debt burden
borne by the District’s customers.

The forum was moderated by
Chamber of Commerce Executive
Director Bernie Carr, standing in
for Town Moderator Bill Moore,
who was unavailable.

The six candidates sat at a long
table onstage and passed a micro-
phone up and down the line as they
responded to questions posed by
attendees.

Because of space constraints,
attendees’ questions and candi-
dates’ answers may be abridged

or summarized. The full video of
the event is available on the Cham-
ber’s website. Please also see
“Candidate Questionnaire” in this
issue of The Reporter for further
information about the candidates
and their positions.

The first opportunity for the
candidates to speak was a request
from Mr. Carr for brief opening
statements. Mr. Atherton arrived
several minutes after the beginning
of the forum and was not present
for this round of statements.

Mr. Marcoux began by saying
he was not happy with the town’s
spending.

“There’s no saving, no plan-
ning,” he said. “We have to raise
everyone’s taxes because we
didn’t plan.”

Mr. Ethier stated that he want-
ed to “help the town be all we can
be.”

Ms. Nelson said she “was ready
to give back to the town.”

Mr. Bailey recounted his em-
ployment history in banking and
his six years on the Selectboard.

Mr. Snow shared his employ-
ment with the state highway de-
partment and said, “I have a lot to
offer on the budget side of things.”

Mr. Atherton stated that he was
concerned about the budget and
stated that “there’s a lot of unrest
in town” because of spending and

tax increases.
* * response indicates

that that reply re-
quires clarification, which will be
found in the “Clarification” section
at the end of this article.

In the follow-
ing sections, an
asterisk (*) after a

AUDIENCE QUESTIONS
WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER
10R2 KEY VALUES AND
HOW DO YOU DEMON-
STRATE THEM IN HOW
YOU LIVE YOUR LIFE?
—LISA PELUSO

Mr. Marcoux said that he was
honest and straightforward with
everybody. “You have to have
standards.”

Mr. Ethier said that he was hon-
est, dependable, and hard working.

Ms. Nelson stated that she was
thoughtful of others, was able to
rethink her positions, and willing
to keep learning.

Mr. Bailey said that he was
“transparent” and that “people
should feel like they can commu-
nicate with me. I deal in factual
information.”

Mr. Snow offered honesty, in-
tegrity, and dependability. “You
have to listen to everyone to come

up with a solution for the whole
town.”

Mr. Atherton said that he did
not believe in procrastination and
that he gets things done.

HOW WOULD YOU AD-
DRESS THE HOUSING CRI-
SIS IN BRANDON?

—JANIE YOUNG

Mr. Ethier said he would make
it easier to build multi-unit build-
ings on town water and sewer and
would make it easier to derive in-
come from one’s own home.

Mr. Atherton noted that the
housing crisis is a statewide prob-
lem. He wasn’t sure that the Select-
board was in a position to address
the issue until the state legislature
reforms statutes like Act 250.
“There’s no local solution until the
state allows us to have one.”

Ms. Nelson stated that she’d
like to see a relaxation of housing
codes to accommodate families of
various sizes. “It’s heartbreaking
to see families work hard without
stable housing.”

Mr. Bailey agreed that the issue
is difficult to address because of
state laws but acknowledged that
there are private citizens in Bran-
don already working on building
affordable housing.

Mr. Snow noted that “Brandon
as a whole is not affordable.” But
the issue is difficult to tackle at the
local level. “There’s no dead-set
solution in Brandon.”

Mr. Marcoux also agreed that
until the state changes its laws,
the issue is beyond the town to re-
solve. “We have to have safe hous-
ing,” he added.

HOW WOULD YOU AD-
DRESS BRANDON’S INFRA-
STRUCTURE?

-TRACY WYMAN

Mr. Atherton stated that he had
a lot of experience with infrastruc-
ture because of his time as Bran-
don town manager. “I know what
it takes.” He expressed dissatisfac-
tion with the current town manage-
ment’s handling of Newton Road,
which flooded last summer and is
still not paved.*

Ms. Nelson said that she would
like to be proactive with mainte-
nance rather than reactive with
repair. She also suggested that the
town know exactly where funds
for grant matches will come from.
“We shouldn’t be surprised by
things.”

Mr. Bailey recommended using
the 1% local option tax to pay for
infrastructure projects, including
paving. He noted that the 1% funds
could be used to offset some of the

$300K allocated for paving in the
proposed town budget.

Mr. Snow, who runs an excava-
tion company, noted that construc-
tions costs now are “ridiculous.”
He also deemed the town’s han-
dling of Newton Road a “failure”
that should’ve been addressed in
2 or 3 months. He suggested bet-
ter coordination between the town
highway department and the water
department so that installation or
repair of water lines doesn’t de-
stroy new paving.*

Mr. Marcoux felt that the town
had been relying too much on the
1% fund without enough planning.
He also found the use of gran-
ite curbing instead of concrete in
downtown an example of wasteful
spending. Similarly, he criticized
the installation of brick pavers that
cannot be easily plowed.

Mr. Ethier suggested a 5-to-
10-year plan for infrastructure and
keeping better tabs on the longev-
ity of various infrastructure around
town to aid in planning for repair
and replacement.

What is the role of a Selectboard
member? —Jan Coolidge

Ms. Nelson said the role is to
“make thoughtful decisions for the
town while allowing the depart-
ments to do their jobs. Offering
guidance and looking at the big
picture.”

Mr. Bailey stated that the Se-
lectboard members “do not run the
town.” Rather, their role is to set
policy and prepare the budget.

Mr. Snow saw the role of the
Selectboard in tandem with the
town manager: the town man-
ager runs the town and the Select-
board “keeps the town manager
in check.” “The board has to do
what’s best for the entire commu-
nity.”

Mr. Marcoux saw the purpose
of the Board as primarily financial:
“to keep the reins on spending and
to stay within the budget.”

Mr. Ethier also saw the role
of the Board as setting policy and
preparing the budget. He also add-
ed that the Board must be “open
minded” and willing to change its
mind through public input.

Mr. Atherton stated that the
Board “looks out for the best in-
terest of the town as a whole. The
Board is there to assist, not micro-
manage. The Board shouldn’t be
playing a daily role.”

HOW DO YOU KEEP YOUR
PERSONAL INTERESTS TO
YOURSELF?
—CLAIRE ASTONE

Mr. Bailey said, “I have very
few personal interests. I am frugal.

I’ve never asked for a pet project.”

Mr. Snow stated that “you have
to do what’s best for everybody in
town. Get back to self-sufficien-

cy.”

Mr. Marcoux said, “T’ve got no
pet projects. You have to hear what
voters have to say.”

Mr. Ethier stated that he has
“no hidden agenda.” He added,
“My personal interest is potato
chips.”

Mr. Atherton asserted that
“there should be no special inter-
ests on the Board. It should repre-
sent the town as a whole.”

Ms. Nelson said that she was
willing “to have a conversation
with anyone who wants to talk”
and that she was just one person
on a Board of five members. “Ev-
eryone’s opinion is equally valid.”

DO YOU SUPPORT THE
PROPOSED TOWN-OWNED
SOLAR ARRAY?

—SHIRAZ DAYA

Mr. Marcoux saw the array as
“a bad idea. Bad business.”

Mr. Ethier had not made his
mind up and said that he’d asked
the Energy Committee for hard
data on other towns’ results with
their own arrays.

Mr. Atherton said that he was
not “anti-solar,” but the current
proposed array is “not a priority.”
“Not the time to ask for $500K.
Other priorities first.”

Ms. Nelson believed the best
path is to “follow the town energy
plan while being fiscally respon-
sible.”

Mr. Bailey noted that Brandon
residents had asked the town to
find other sources of revenue and
that the array might well be such
a source. “No one is forcing voters
to say yes. Look at the issue your-
self.”

Mr. Snow was not sure that a
solar field was the only way for-
ward, given the huge expense. He
suggested placing solar panels on
town buildings or exploring hydro-
electric power.

WHAT UNIQUE PERSPEC-
TIVE DO YOU BRING TO
PEOPLE WITH LOW AND
FIXED INCOMES?

—VICKI DISORDA

Mr. Ethier said that he would
“keep the budget in mind for all
income levels.”

Mr. Atherton would watch the
budget, help with energy costs,
and keep budget and tax increases
small.

Ms. Nelson said she would
manage the budget responsibly
and meet the needs of as many



town residents as possible. She
would also focus on compliance
with the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act.

Mr. Bailey believed that the
budget and revenue are vital. He
would distinguish between what
the town wants and what it needs.

Mr. Snow said that he would try
to lure businesses to Brandon that
could pay more than low-income
wages.

Mr. Marcoux said that local
people would soon be taxed out
of their homes and that the state
would be filled with out-of-staters
if spending weren’t controlled.

WHAT IS YOUR MOTIVA-
TION FOR RUNNING? —-JA-
NET MONDLAK

Mr. Atherton noted that the
13% increase in the town budget
was “unnerving” to him and that
the condition of Newton Road had
gotten him “fired up.”

Ms. Nelson said that she want-
ed to keep Brandon a place that
her kids would want to live in as
adults. She also noted that it was
important that the Board include
women and younger people.

Mr. Bailey said that he didn’t
feel that the current Board had suc-
cessfully communicated with the
public or one another and that his
communication skills could help
resolve the problem.

Mr. Snow acknowledged that
he was “new” to town politics
but felt that one shouldn’t com-
plain unless one is willing to help
change things. “Now is the time to
step in.”

Mr. Marcoux said that “the
time has come to try to change
things. Put an end to the open
checkbook.”

Mr. Ethier stated that he en-
joyed the decision-making pro-
cess.

WHAT IS YOUR POSITION
ON ELECTRIC POLICE
CRUISERS?

—JIM EMERSON

Ms. Nelson would consult with
the police chief, look at costs, and
try to adhere to the town plan.

Mr. Bailey noted that “there’s a
lot of misinformation out there.”
He suggested buying one EV and
one gas-powered cruiser and track-
ing their performance over the next
few years.

Mr. Snow stated that Vermont
has a lot of EVs and that they have
to recharge often compared to gas
vehicles. But he would gather
more facts before making a deci-
sion.

Mr. Marcoux “would never
own an EV. Police should get what
they need, not what the Select-
board says.”

Mr. Ethier noted that there are
currently no EVs certified to be po-
lice cruisers.*

Mr. Atherton asserted that the
Brandon Police Department’s cur-
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SIX OF THE seven candidates for Brandon Selectboard onstage at Brandon Town Hall for the Candidate Forum on Thursday, Febru-
ary 15. L to R: Ray Marcoux, Ralph Ethier, David Atherton, Heather Nelson, Doug Bailey, and David Snow. Not present: Aida Nielsen.

Photo by Steven Jupiter

rent cruisers are not “as bad as
people say.” But he also felt that it
might not be the right time to make
an investment in EVs.

Do you support the $92K appro-
priation to the Brandon Free Pub-
lic Library? --Faith Daya

Mr. Bailey said he “highly”
supports it. “It’s a resource we
have to have.”

Mr. Snow was undecided. He
recognized the importance of the
library in town but also felt that
the appropriation could be lower,
given declining use of the library
facilities. He suggested perhaps
charging users a fee.*

Mr. Marcoux stated that he was
opposed and did not feel that it was
appropriate for the library to use
tax money for its current renova-
tion.*

Mr. Ethier supported the li-
brary’s appropriation request.

Mr. Atherton stated that the
library was “very important” and
that he “would hate to see it not
pass.”

Ms. Nelson “wholeheartedly”
supported the library and noted
that the facility has changed with
the times and is a safe space for
many people in the community.

How do you propose to keep
taxes down? —Sharon Stearns

Mr. Snow stated that the town
office should be open 5 days per
week and that he wasn’t sure the
deputy town manager’s salary was
necessary.*

Mr. Marcoux said the town
should “close the checkbook” and
criticized the creation of the deputy
town manager position, suggesting
that the position be eliminated.*

Mr. Ethier said that everything
would be up for re-examination if

the budget failed and that frugality
was important.

Mr. Atherton stated that the Se-
lectboard has no authority over the
town clerk or the hours she sets.
He also stated that he didn’t un-
derstand the deputy town manager
position and that he’d never had an
assistant as town manager.*

Ms. Nelson said that the Select-
board had been responsible in how
it had allocated the ARPA funds.
“We were efficient with what we
have.”

Mr. Bailey said that he didn’t
see anything wrong with the dep-
uty town manager position.

DIRECTED QUESTIONS
[TO MR. ATHERTON SPE-
CIFICALLY] IS THERE A
CONFLICT OF INTEREST
BETWEEN YOUR POSITION
AS TOWN MANAGER OF
PITTSFORD AND A SEAT ON
THE BRANDON SELECT-
BOARD?
—BRENT BUEHLER

Mr. Atherton stated that he did
not believe that a conflict existed
between his current position as
town manager in Pittsford and a
seat on the Brandon Selectboard.
He also said he would recuse him-
self if any apparent conflict arose
and that he had consulted with the
VT Secretary of State’s office and
been told that the situation was ac-
ceptable, noting that someone is
legally able to be town manager
in two different towns simultane-
ously.

FINAL STATEMENTS

Mr. Marcoux would curb
spending and save money.

Mr. Ethier stated that Brandon

is his town, he has good manage-
ment skills, and he will try as hard
as he can.

Mr. Atherton said it “breaks
[his] heart to see where we were
in 2012” compared to the last 11
months. “We need to get back to
basics.”

Ms. Nelson said she hoped
she’d get another opportunity to
sit on the board. “I’ve learned so
much. It’s been a fantastic experi-
ence. Everyone has an important
voice. I love Brandon.”

Mr. Bailey said that he enjoyed
his 6 years on the Selectboard in
the past and that he believes the
town is in good financial shape
now with a “healthy” reserve.

Mr. Snow said he had “a lot
to offer” and that the Selectboard
needs to base its decisions on what
the community wants and needs.

CLARIFICATIONS

Question #3: Both Mr. Ather-
ton and Mr. Snow reference the
unpaved condition of Newton
Road. Brandon Town Manager
Seth Hopkins reached out to The
Reporter to clarify that the road
remains unpaved because contrac-
tors were unavailable before the
end of asphalt season, given the
heavy damage sustained by roads
in other communities during the
summer floods. Mr. Hopkins said
both the Brandon Highway Dept.
and FEMA agreed that the paving
could wait until asphalt production
begins again in the spring.

Question #9: Mr. Ethier stated
that there were no commercially
available EVs that are certified for
police work. Some models can be
upgraded to police standards and
the 2024 Chevrolet Blazer EV Po-

lice Pursuit Vehicle is specifically
designed for police.

Question #10: Mr. Snow sug-
gested that there had been a de-
cline in library use, but the Bran-
don Library states that it has seen
an uptick in users, surpassing pre-
COVID levels in 2023.

Mr. Marcoux suggested that
the $92K appropriation requested
by the library would be used for
the library’s current renovation.
The $92K is strictly for operating
expenses. The renovation has been
funded through grants and private
donations.

Question #11: Mr. Marcoux
and Mr. Snow both questioned
the deputy town manager’s posi-
tion, based in part on the cost of
the deputy’s salary. However, Bill
Moore, the deputy town manager,
is receiving only $7,000 more for
the additional work of the posi-
tion than he was already receiving
for his work as Rec Director and
Economic Development Officer.
Combined with Mr. Hopkins cur-
rent salary of $75,000, the total
for the two positions ($75,000 +
$7,000) is still less than the salary
Mr. Atherton was earning ($95,250
+ $3,000 gas allowance) when he
left the position in 2023.

Mr. Atherton claimed that he
had never had an assistant while
town manager. In Pittsford, where
Mr. Atherton is currently town
manager, there is a position titled
“Assistant to the Town Manager.”
Mr. Atherton notes, however, that
this position is entirely administra-
tive with no supervisory responsi-
bility, unlike the deputy town man-
ager position in Brandon.
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Cannabis in VT
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(Continued from Page 11)
policies in recent weeks, many
of which are proposals from the
control board. The panel ap-
pears to have an interest in ad-
vancing at least some of those
measures aimed at bolstering
the medical program.

Proposals in the latest ver-
sion of H.612 include allowing
recreational stores — of which
there are about 75 statewide,
compared to just five medical
dispensaries — to serve medi-
cal patients under certain con-
ditions, as well as lowering the
fees that the state charges to
dispensary operators. The bill
would also reduce the frequen-
cy with which many patients
have to renew their medical
marijuana cards and add a new
health condition to the list of
those that qualify someone for
medical-grade products.

Still, Pepper said in an in-
terview Friday that the bill as
written likely won’t spur a large
influx of medicinal patients that
medical dispensary operators
need. Barring any significant
policy changes, he has said,
some medical dispensaries may
soon be closing their doors.

“This year is the year for us to
decide in the General Assembly
what path the medical program

is going to take,” said Rep.
Mike McCarthy, D-St. Albans,
the panel’s chair, at a hearing
earlier this month. “If we make
the choice to not change any-
thing, it’s very likely that the
medical program will be very,
very small.”

As of this month, there were
about 2,800 people enrolled
in the state’s medical canna-
bis program, according to data
from the control board, a figure
that has fallen sharply since a
2017 peak of more than 5,000
patients.

At the same time, taxable rev-
enue from the first year of retail
cannabis sales came in above
what state officials were expect-
ing, Pepper said. From October
2022 to the end of 2023, sales
brought in just shy of $120 mil-
lion in such revenue, he said.

Leaders in Gov. Phil Scott’s
administration told reporters
last month that, as a result, they
dipped into the state’s pot of
cannabis tax revenue to avoid
proposing certain cuts in the
governor’s 2025 fiscal year
budget.

It’s not clear yet which pro-
posals, if any, will make it over
the finish line in the Legislature
this year. But the House panel

(See Cannabis in VT, Page 23)
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BRANDON AREA CHAM-
BER of Commerce President
Pat Wood (left) presents
the Chamber’s President’s
Award to Joan Rowe (right)
at the Chamber’s annual
dinner, held this year at the
Lilac Inn. Ms. Rowe, who
founded Rowe Real Estate
with her late husband, Fred,
has been involved with
the Chamber for decades,
even stepping into the
role of president "as long
as she didn't have to give
any speeches.” Ms. Wood
praised Ms. Rowe's ability
to bring people together.
For her part, Ms. Wood is
leaving the Chamber presi-
dency after 6 years.
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February

Mondays

Brandon Rec offers Aikido classes

Come to Brandon Town Hall for Youth classes at 5 p.m.,
and adult classes at 6 p.m. Beginners and spectators
welcome. Visit www.aikidovermont.org for more infor-
mation, including fees.

l'uesdays
Maclure Library Story Time Playgroup
Looking for a fun, educational playgroup for your 2-5
year old? Look no further!
ﬁ From 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
) join Miss Allie, a certified
teacher, for a weekly FREE
literacy-based playgroup.
Light snacks will be pro-
vided, along with stories,
crafts, songs, games, and
more. To register, please
email allie.griffiths@rcpcc.
org with your child's name,
age, and contact information for your family.

ar of events

Pins & Needles Craft Club at the Brandon Free Public
Library
Drop in from 5:30-7:00 p.m., and bring your projects to

work on.

Wednesdays
Ping Pong

The Green
Mountain Table
Tennis Club
would like to
announce the
beginning of its
new season!
The club has
begun playing
on Wednesday
evenings starting at 7 p.m. It will meet nearly every
Wednesday year-round in the gym at the Rutland Area
Christian School in Rutland, located at the corner of
Melrose Ave. and Lincoln Ave. in Rutland, a block from
the intersection of Route 7 and Melrose Ave. (110 Lin-
coln Ave., Rutland, VT 05701).

Being a part of this unique and exciting club offers a va-
riety of activities, including regular practice, a challenge
board, clinics for beginner and advanced play, singles
and doubles, inter-club events with other table tennis

The clinics are open to both dogs
and cats and are offered at 9:00 to
10:00 a.m. on the following Satur-
days:

All animals must be 12 weeks
of age or older to receive the rabies
vaccine. In order to receive a 3-year
rabies vaccine, pet owners must

Homeward Bound announces 2024 low-cost rabies clinics schedule

through style vaccine clinic. All

dogs are required to be on leash and

cats in carriers for this event.
Rabies is a deadly viral disease of

The clinics take place at the shel-
ter, which is located at 236 Board- No physi-

man Street in Middlebury. Pre- cal exams

registration is highly recommended  will be
and can be completed through the performed.
shelter’s website, homewardbound-  This is
animals.org. The cost is $20. a  drive-

February 24 provide
March 16 proof  of ,
April 20 prior vac-

N

|

cination. -

the brain that infects mammals. In
Vermont, rabies is most commonly
found in wild animals, however the
state requires that dogs and cats be
vaccinated by a veterinarian. The
owner of a dog must provide evi-
dence of current rabies vaccination
status to obtain the required munici-
pal license by April 1 of each year.

Friends Zone

The Friends Zone will be initially open 3 hours per week
at the Brandon United Methodist Church on Tuesdays
from 12-3 p.m. at 1 Franklin Street, Brandon. Social-

ize with old friends, make new ones. Sip some soup
while you sip a drink. Be puzzled for a bit, sorting out

a puzzle, or hold an Ace in the hole until the right mo-
ment to play it. If so inclined, you can bring to the table
a struggle of your own to work on or your thoughts on
developing the Friends Zone or improving our lives.

The door is open. Our minds are open. Our hearts are
open.

All are welcome in.

For more information contact
pastors Reverend John Hardman-
Zimmerman (hzfm@hotmail.com
or (802) 282-7532) or Vicki Disorda
(vqueenoftheearth@gmail.com or
(802) 345-4125).

clubs, and even tournaments.

If you are interested in table tennis as a recreational or

athletic activity, we're interested in you! There is a mod-
est membership fee of only $30, although you can come
twice free as our guest. Bring your sneakers and paddle
(or use ours) and have some fun play-

Not everyone can get up and down off of the floor eas-
ily, making traditional yoga classes difficult. If you have
physical limitation or a health issue this might be the
ideal class for you. With the help of a chair most people
can practice yoga and reap the benefits of increased cir-
culation, balance, flexibility, mobility, strength and more.

We spend a fair amount of the time exercising in a
seated position in the chairs but if possible, we also do
exercises standing, using the chairs for support. The
exercises can be adjusted for individual needs and we
move at a comfortable pace. | think you will soon notice
a difference once you start. Looking forward to seeing
you in class!

Lina (Parvati) has 20 plus years of experience teaching
and a lifelong personal practice.

To stay tuned if there are any cancellations, follow on
Facebook and get on our email list.
$15/class

Thursdavs

Ukulele Group

Free at the Chaffee Art Center from 12-1 p.m., for
adults & 12+. This is not a class but a group enjoying
playing the ukulele together. Must pre-register. There
are a limited amount of in-house instruments to reserve.

Attendees will be led through specific sheet music by
musician Steven Wilson. All levels are welcome.

Open Mic at Red Clover in Brandon
Join us starting at é p.m. for a rousing good time!

Fridays

Chaffee Art Center All About the Arts Free Class for
kids 3-5

From 11am—-Noon...FREE! Students will have fun creat-
ing and doing activities with art, music, literature, and
more!

One free book per student will be given weekly (while
supplies last) thanks to our partners at Rutland Free
Library. Adult must accompany children under age 4.
Must pre-register by Wednesday each week.

Instructor: Lori Sullivan; Minimum 3.

Maclure Library Knitting Circle
Come join us weekly to share projects from noon —2:00
p.m.

Corn Hole at the Godnick Adult Center
By request, we will have drop-in cornhole in the Rec Hall
on Fridays from 2-4 p.m.

ing a great game of "Pong!”

For further information about the
Green Mountain Table Tennis Club,
visit our club’s website at www.gmittc.
com.

Yoga Prana Shakti Zoom & Stu-
dio Chair Yoga, Gentle, Wednes-
days

From 10:30-11:30 a.m. at 155
Woodstock Avenue in Rutland,
Lina Cloffe Hanson (Parvati) offers
an Earth Conscientious, Spiritual,
Gentle Physical Yoga Practice.
We meet on Mondays via zoom.
Contact for Zoom link. (There is
also a Monday Zoom only class)

Friday Feb 23 Brandon Idol Country
Sat Feb 24 4H Talent Show ‘

Brandon Rec Winter Carnival

Wait- it’s winter in Brandon. It’s even win-
ter vacation for RNESU schools. Doesn’t
that mean it’s time for Winter Carnival?

It used to be, but this winter, the snow has
been hard to find, so Brandon Rec is moving
Carnival to the Town Hall!




Bone Builders
Monday & Thursday 4-5SPM
Tuesday & Friday 9-10 AM

Strength for healthy aging.
Bone Builders is an exercise program designed
toprevent (and evenreverse) the negative
effects of osteoporosis. Strength training just
twice a week dramatically reduces the risk of
fractures. Gain bone density, become stronger
and improve balunce. These heaith gains |
significantly reduce the incidence of falling. &

Christian |Bi

BOWL AT NOON

FREE COMMUNITY MEAL -
PROVIDED BY THE COMMUNITY =

ENJOY A HOMEMADE BOWL OF
SOUP WITH WARM BREAD

. THURSDAYS 12 -1:3@

e

Play with whomever shows up each time or just practice
your cornhole skills!

Saturdays

Bingo at the Brandon Senior Center

First Saturday of each month from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Bring
lunch, and the Center will provide beverages, des-
serts, and a good time. A great way to pass a Saturday

afternoon. Please direct any questions to Kathy Mathis
at 247-3121.

Storytime at the Brandon Free Public Library
Join us every Saturday at 10:30 a.m. for picture book
storytime. All ages welcome.

Sundays
Brandon Town Hall Painting with Crystal
Crystal Ketcham leads an all ages painting event!

Yes, you CAN paint! More info, contact Crystal at ceast-
man88@gmail.com

“The study of art is the most important study a garden
designer can pursue.”

Friday 23rd

Off Center for the Dramatic Arts—G.L.A.M:

Gay, Loud & Music!

A night of sex positive musical comedy with Jenna Em-
erson & Owen Leavey, plus special musical guest Nico
Suave. Parody song sing-a-longs, improvised music, and
lots of sequins are all to be expected in this magical
night of educational and fun musical comedy. Spon-
sored by PCC.

From 8:00-9:30 p.m. at Off Center for the Dramatic Arts,
1127 North Avenue, suite 27, Burlington.

$10.00-$15.00

- Tuesdays fromi12-3 |
Sacialize with old friends, make new
ones. Be puzzled for a bit, sorting out a
puzzle, or hold an Ace in the hole until
— theright moment to play it. If so 1
" inclined, you can bring to the table a
struggle of your own to work on or your
thoughts on developing the Friends
Zone orimproving our lives.

8. | B
Brandon Forestdale Lions Club
Diaper Drive i

Donatians accepted during Food Shelf Hours

iy

Saturday 24th
Neshobe Cafe, Brandon

Saturday 24th
Sunday 25th
Middlebury Winter Carnival
Ice Show

Middlebury Figure Skating
Club in collaboration with
Middlebury College Skating
Club present Blast from

the Past, a choreographed
figure skating and ice dance
show performed by local
youth!

Come on out to Kenyon
Arena at Middlebury
College on Saturday, at 7
p.m., or Sunday, at 2 p.m.,
for Blast from the Past, a
thrilling ice show choreo-
graphed by instructors and
performed by local youth,
college students, and
special guests! With music
and costumes reminiscent
of the 60s, this show is
family-friendly and fun for
all ages! Skaters have been
practicing since October
and are so excited to share
their talent with you. Tickets
available online and at the
door!

Food Shelf
Sunday 12:30-2

$6 per ticket, children under
2 free.

Snacks available for pur-
chase.

Visit www.middlebury.edu/college/box-office or find us
on Facebook! https://www.facebook.com/MiddFigureS-
katingClub

Sunday 25th

NXT Gallery: Aldila: Paintings by Nancy Calicchio:
Opening Reception
Artist Statement: "Al di La” is the Italian expression for
"the beyond,” meaning vaguely "over there.” When it is
spelled as one word, "Aldila,” the meaning is "heaven.”
In these paintings | seek to express the beyond, the vast
expansiveness of the realm above us. The sky we experi-
ence is Southern Vermont with our landscape of rolling
hills and meadows is uniquely ours, vast, yet somehow
intimate, closer to us,

Karaoke starting at 7:00 p.m.
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delicate dance of brush and palette.

Clouds play a strong role in the concept of beyond. In
all their manifestations, cumulus, stratus, cirrus and
nimbus, clouds draw attention to the vast realm of the
beyond and powerfully affect our moods. At play in the
small paintings is the color gray, achieved by mixing
complementary colors: blue/orange, yellow/ violet,
red/green. The selection of complementary colors for
clouds can be key to achieving the harmonious balance
between beyond and below.

About the artist: A graduate of Brown University (B.A.)
and Dartmouth College (M.A.L.S.), Nancy Calicchio
moved to Vermont in 1963. She enjoyed a long career
as an independent school educator. Upon retirement
she devoted her time to painting the Vermont she loves.
Nancy has painted extensively in Southern Vermont
from the Taconic Mountains in the west to the Connecti-
cut River in the east. Her paintings combine her love of
the natural world with the traditional, yet current, uses
of the land in farms, pastures, fields and orchards. The
greatest influence on her work has come from artist
Diane Rath with whom she studied from 2007 to 2011 at
the Putney Village Arts in Putney, Vermont.

Reception from 4:00-6:00 p.m. at Next Stage Arts Proj-
ect. The Next Stage Gallery is open during events, and
by appointment with the artist or by contacting Next
Stage at info@nextstagearts.org or (802) 451-0053.

Tuesdav 27th

Virtual—Farm & Wilderness Conservation Speaker
Series: Vermont Loons

Joins us for an informative Zoom presentation all about
loon conservation in Vermont!

For the first presentation in our speaker series, Farm &
Wilderness Conservation is excited to welcome Biolo-
gist and Loon Expert Eric Hanson from The Vermont
Center for Ecostudies. A beloved species by many and a
frequent sight at local water bodies, common loons are
easily recognizable by their distinct plumage and eerie
calls. Thanks to conservation efforts, common loons
continue to experience population increases despite the
many threats that impact their survival. Some of these
threats include lead fishing gear, loss of suitable nesting
habitat, and injuries from boats. In this presentation,
Eric will discuss the Vermont Loon Conservation Project
as well as the status of loons on local water bodies such
as Woodward Reservoir and Lake Ninevah. There will be
time for questions at the end of the presentation. We
hope you will join us!

From 7:00-8:00 p.m. To receive Zoom link, register

at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fwc-speaker-series-
vermont-loons-with-biologist-eric-hanson-tickets-
779831927287 ?aff=affOevvnt

Or email conservation@farmandwilderness.org for help.
For help over the telephone, call 802-422-3761.

making the beyond
we imagine close to
our reality. It allows
us to dream without
losing our balance.

With my focus on the
beyond, | wanted to
anchor this dynamic,
elusive world of sky
to the solid earth
below. The excite-
ment in painting a
large sky, which sug-
gests the ephemeral,
with a recognizable
landscape, is to find
the color and value
balance in order to
paint on canvas the
harmony that exists
in nature. Achieving
it is a delightful and

Ages: 12-18

TERFEST images
Instructor: Heather Wilson
Min 5; Max 15

MUST PRE-REGISTER

Chaffee Art Center Teen Bigfoot Painting

A part of WINTERFEST 2024, Friday 23rd, from 1:30-4 p.m.

FREE thanks to Come Alive Outside via
funding from Region 2 VTPLO funds.

Painting: From Come Alive Outside WIN-

Teens...join us for this FREE & Fun time at
1:30 p.m. for snacks before the class starts
at 2 p.m. Then paint Bigfoot as part of
Rutland’'s WINTERFEST 2024! Attendees
follow along with an instructor and leave
with a finished acrylic painting.
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Sports

Devil's Bowl Speedway Gears Up for 58th Season with 21 Events in 2024

WEST HAVEN—New Eng-
land’s fastest dirt track is back
for another year of jam-packed
racing action this May. The 2024
season will be the historic half-
mile’s 58th, the 13th under the
supervision of Mike & Alayne
Bruno and this season’s schedule
is a blend of returning classics,

new ideas and new renditions of
the Bruno era events fans have
come to love.

It all kicks off on May 4th, with
a 32 lap, $3,200-to-win Sunoco
Sportsman Modified feature in
memory of Matt Bilodeau. The
first month of the season also
includes the popular kids’ poster

Restaurant
guide

5
S

(Gote Povence

AR

11:30 a.m.=9 p.m.

11 Center Street, Brandon, VT

From Provence to You
De la Provence a Vous

Wednesday — Saturday:

Sunday: 10 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Want a reservation? Please
book through the website
bttps:/Jeafeprovencevt.com
orcall (802) 247-9997

&

FOOD, FRIENDS & FUN

G

Full Menu 7 days a week
Eat In or Take Out

=
Available for Parties &)

25 North Street, Proctor = 802-459-3320

0 Prime Rib Every
Friday & Saturday
from 4-9 p.m.

Ad design included in pricing
Call 802 236-4662, or email
george@brandonreporter.com
for more information

contest, the first appearance by
the Sprint Cars of New England,
the much-anticipated return of
Devil’s Bowl 358 modified rac-
ing, and the fourth Devil’s Bowl
edition of the Northeast Crate
Nationals 100 paying $5,000 to
win on Memorial Day Weekend.

June and July feature the return
of the “little track” for a Granite
State Mini Sprints, topless night,
the third $10,000 to win “Slate
Valley 50” Short Track Super
Series race in Devil’s Bowl his-
tory, the much-anticipated return
of the 38-lap Vince Quenneville
Memorial, the Mohawk Val-
ley Vintage Dirt Modifieds and
more!

The second annual “Prelude

to the 200” on the first weekend
of August, a 67-lap, $5,000 Su-
noco Sportsman Modified race
that will lock its winner into the
Vermont 200 in September. Au-
gust also features the Charlie La-
Duc Memorial and the “Summer
Break” week off on August 10th.

September brings the $10,000
to win Vermont 200 on Labor
Day weekend in the twilight of
the 2024 season, which is sched-
uled to close just two weeks
later, on September 14th with
Championship Night.

With over 10 divisions of rac-
ing stopping by Devil’s Bowl in
2024, the 58th season is set to be
one of the biggest ever. Special
events like spectator races, the

backpack giveaway autograph
night and more dot the 2024
schedule, and more details will
be released in the coming weeks.
Devil’s Bowl Speedway is
located on Route 22A in West
Haven, Vt., four miles north of
U.S. Route 4, Exit 2, and just 20
minutes from Rutland, Vt. For
more information, visit www.
DevilsBowlISpeedwayVT.com
or call (802) 265-3112. Devil’s
Bowl Speedway is on Facebook
at  facebook.com/DevilsBowl-
Speedway, and on Instagram,
Twitter, and Snapchat at @Dev-
ilsBowlSpeed; follow the action
using the #DevilsBowl hashtag.

With a flurry of legislation, VT lawmakers
try to bring down health care costs

BY PETER D'AURIA/
VT DIGGER

For years, Vermont lawmakers
have aimed a barrage of legislation
at a seemingly intractable and im-
possibly complex problem: Health
care costs are increasingly unaf-
fordable for residents.

Vermonters and their insurers
spend $12,756 per person on direct
health care annually — making
Vermont the sixth-highest spend-
ing state in the U.S, according to
2020 data from the health policy
think tank KFF. And between 1991
and 2020, Vermont’s annual health
care spending per capita grew faster
than any other state, KFF reported.

Separately, rising insurance pre-
miums have outpaced wage growth
and strained residents’ wallets,
advocates say. Last year, when in-
surers requested double-digit rate
increases, many members of the
public responded with alarm.

“The requested rate hikes are
unaffordable and unconscionable,”
wrote Pownal resident Wendy Lef-
fel to the Green Mountain Care
Board last year. “Vermonters al-
ready cannot afford the monthly
health insurance premiums.”

Ambitious health care reform ef-
forts in the state have either foun-
dered — see the infamous 2014
demise of Vermont’s single-payer
model — or have yet to noticeably
slow rising costs, like the state’s
current efforts to implement an “all-
payer” model.

Now, this session, lawmakers are
pursuing a raft of less comprehen-
sive reforms, ones they hope will
nevertheless make a dent in Ver-
monters’ bills.

“It’s ongoing,” said Rep. Brian
Cina, P/D-Burlington, who serves
on the House health care commit-
tee and is a member of the recently
formed Universal Healthcare Cau-
cus. “Every year that I’ve been in
the Legislature, we’ve looked at the
affordability issue,” said Cina, who
was first elected in 2016.
MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY

The most ambitious piece of
legislation — H. 721 and its Sen-
ate counterpart, S. 240 — would
dramatically expand eligibility for
Medicaid in the state.

Speaking  broadly, Vermont
adults 19 to 64 are currently eligi-
ble for Medicaid if their income is
below 133% of the federal poverty
limit, meaning a four-person house-
hold must have a monthly income
of $3,450 or less to qualify in the
current year.

Generally, pregnant Vermont-
ers with incomes of 208% of the
federal poverty limit are eligible,
and youth under 19 are eligible for
Dr. Dynasaur — the state’s public
health insurance program for chil-
dren — if their household income
is up to 312% of the federal poverty
limit.

As currently written, the bill
would significantly expand those
limits, allowing pregnant Vermont-

ers and all Vermonters up to the age
of 26 to qualify for Medicaid with
income up to 312% of the poverty
limit.

Meanwhile, eligibility for adults
26 to 64 would gradually increase
to 312% of the federal poverty limit
by 2030 — meaning a four-person
household with a monthly income
of $7,925 would qualify.

The bill would also increase re-
imbursement rates to providers in
the fields of primary care, mental
health, substance use disorder, and
long-term care, among other re-
forms.

“[ think the bottom line is, we are
trying to make health insurance and
health care more affordable for Ver-
monters,” said Rep. Lori Hough-
ton, D-Essex Junction, the chair of
the House health care committee
and the bill’s primary sponsor.
PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

Other bills focus on drug prices.
S.98 would allow the Green Moun-
tain Care Board to review pre-
scription drug costs to determine
whether they create “affordabil-
ity challenges” for Vermonters and
give the board the power to cap the
price of certain drugs with high or
fast-growing costs.

“We are hearing in the news all
the time about countries that pay
far, far less than we do (for drugs),”
said Sen. Kesha Ram Hinsdale,
D-Chittenden Southeast, the pri-
mary sponsor of the bill. “And I
(See Healthcare legislation, Page 27)



(Can you guess the street?

BY LAURA PETERSON

Last week's photo was of the storefront between Brandon
House of Pizza and Across the Street. I love the image on the
transom above the shop door and the dapper fellows looking
sporty. Speaking of dapper fellows looking sporty...we could
use that descriptor for the image I captured for the Present Day
scenario: Jack Fillioe, John Peterson, Bruce Jensen, Ken Mac-

Farland, and Dick Kirby.
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Do you know what part of Brandon this is?

THE STOREFRONT
BETWEEN Brandon
House of Pizza and
Across the Street, now,
and circa 1900.

Cannabis in VT

(Continued from Page 19)

on Friday did rule out a pro-
posed change that made head-
lines last month — to eliminate
the potency limits on all can-
nabis products from state law.
The measure drew support from
cannabis retailers but opposi-
tion from some medical leaders,
including the Vermont Medical
Society.

H.612 now proposes allow-
ing recreational cannabis stores
to apply for what would be a
new “medical endorsement”
to their state operating license,
which would permit them to
sell medical-grade products to
medical program patients, and
to do so tax-free.

The license would also allow
recreational stores to deliver
products to medical patients,
a service that has long offered
both convenience and confi-
dentiality, said Lee Stowell,
owner of the Brandon medical
dispensary Grassroots Vermont.
Stowell’s delivery driver will,
and does, travel across the state
to bring people their products,

she said.

“As long as we can, we will,”
she said. “It’s a big deal — you
know, if you’re a cancer patient
and you’re nowhere near a dis-
pensary, you can be delivered
to.”

Pepper said the control board
has heard from at least 10 retail
stores that would be interested
in serving medical patients, too.
He noted that the board would
draw up new regulations to
make sure retailers were pro-
tecting confidential medical in-
formation.

The idea, he said, is that
having more retailers in the
medical program would make
it more convenient — and ap-
pealing — for people to access
medical products.

Retail employees, often
known as budtenders, would
also need new resources to be
able to educate patients about
their options, Pepper said. In a
report published last month, the
control board asked lawmakers
to fund the purchase of soft-
ware, called Cannify.us, that

patients could use to find which
products might be a good fit.

Lawmakers did not include
that funding in the latest draft
of H.612.

The bill does propose to re-
duce the operating fees the state
charges medical dispensaries,
including reducing an applica-
tion fee from $2,500 to $1,000,
and cutting an annual renew-
al fee from $25,000 down to
$5,000.

Pepper said he hopes this
change helps dispensaries’ bot-
tom line, and it would bring the
fees in line with those charged
to recreational stores. He
pointed to Ceres Collaborative,
where Todia has said he wants
to keep a separate medical op-
eration going as long as pos-
sible.

“They shouldn’t have to pay,
you know, two and a half times
what an adult-use retailer pays,
just to serve an ever-dwindling
number of patients,” Pepper
said.

IN-TOWN BUSINESS
Great business opportunity coupled with a residential unit in the center of
downtown Brandon! The ground floor is currently an operating restaurant - Li’s
Chinese - with an impressive kitchen. The sale includes all restaurant equipment.
Upstairs is a 3,540 SF living space. Beautiful hardwood floors, ornate ceiling
and trim, and the glass storefront overlooks the Central Park & gazebo. Updated
infrastructure: plumbing, windows, furnace &
heating system, hot water, A/C and new wiring.
Brandon is bustling with galleries, shops, pubs,
restaurants, and a grand list of events! $495,000

REAL ESTATE
247-3449 802-236-9112 | Wendy@RoweRealEstate.com
RoweRealEstate.com
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Can you identify any of the people
in these vintage photos from

Mim Welton’s Dateline Brandon
newspaper archives? Let us know!

=

"

Recognized

Tom Whittaker was able to identify attorney
John Liccardi standing, and Rhodes Wyman
seated. He wasn't sure about the location, but
due to the unfinished wall thinks it could be
the Neshobe School during construction?

Tom also recognized Bernie Sanders talking
with (he thinks) Denny Lowell with Peter Fjeld
in the background. Likely at the "bitchin'
kitchen."

E-mail
kate@brandonreporter.com
if you can identify someone in
these photos.

Or call us at 247-8080
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Crossword R > A
12 14 15

CLUES ACROSS CLUES DOWN
1. Home of lowa State University 1. One who graduated
5. __-fi(slang) 2. Aninspired holy person 16 18 19
8. Mottled green and yellow 3. Electronic counter-

fruit countermeasures 20
12. Capable of thinking and 4. A place to store things

expressing oneself clearly 5. Indian instrument
14. Sports broadcaster Eagle 6. Spanish saloon _ 23
15. Midday 7.Whole number
16. Kinsmen 8. Not fastened
18. Cable network 9. Gives a boost 26 (27 |28 |29
19. Simpleton 10. Lounges about
20. Brunch beverage 11. Interested in
21. Fed 13. Remove salt 31
22. European capital 17. Type of sword
23. Native inhabitants 24. Naturally occurring solid
26. Mechanical device material
30. Rare geese native to Hawaii 25. Gets involved without being
31. Bedroom furnishing invited
32. The products of human 26. Feline

creativity 27.Bobby __, NHL champ
33. Mass transit option 28. “Kill Bill" actress Thurman
34. Made a mistake 29. Hawaiian dish
39. Sacred sound symbol 35. Moroccan coastal region
42.Large N. American reindeer 36. Baseball statistic
44. Dull and flat 37. Long period of time
46. Partner to huffing 38. Moved earth
47. Written works 40. Central Netherlands city
49. Monetary unit of Serbia 41. Take stock of
50. Midway between east and 42. Central processing unit

southeast 43. Distinctive qualities one
51. Peninsula of southwestern generates

Asia 44. Getting stuck
56. Widely used multiuser OS 45. Loss of bodily movements
57. Aggressive dog 47.Veranda
58. Varnished 48. Abrupt
59. Hindu queen 49. What cats do
60. Time units, abbr. 52. Expresses pleasure
61. Farm animals 53. Type of cheese
62. Capital of Latvia 54. Professional STEM
63. Where golfers begin organization
64. Takes to civil court 55. Automatic data processing

systems

Help Keep the Animals Warm with
Sudoku the RCHS Winter Warmth Fundraiser

Here's how a sudoku Nothing feels more welcoming than entering a warm house after being out in the cold. Imagine how a stray
puzzle works: animal feels when they settle into the shelter at the Rutland County Humane Society (RCHS) after being cold,
Sudoku puzzles are 4 1 lost, and hun%rz— sometimes for days or weeks. You can help provide that warmth by participating in the RCHS
formatted as a 9x9 Winter Warmth Fundraiser. To learn more about how you can help the animals and win cash prizes please visit
grid, broken down 2 719 4 our website at www.rchsvt.org or call RCHS at 802.483.6700.
into nine 3x3 boxes.
To sol dok
every row, every 4 7 I COULD BE THE NEW FRIEND YOU’VE BEEN LOOKING FOR!
column and every
box must contain the 8 1 9 4

bers 1 th h
it e 516 MEET MADDY-JACK - 2 YEAR-OLD. SPAYED FEMALE. BEAGLE MIX. BLACK/TAN/
appear only once in BRINDLE.
each row, column and Are you looking for a small to medium sized dog to participate in your active lifestyle?
box. Figure out where 3 6 y 9 dcogtop P Y yie!
to fill in the missing Maddy-Jack was a stray dog brought to us in January. She is a sweet, well-tempered dog
numbers by using with a playful attitude. Maddy-Jack loves walks, hikes, and playing with a tennis ball. She
the numeric clues 5 7 2 o does well with other dogs in the shelter, but may not be good with cats. We think older
already provided in children may play well with Maddy-Jack, but think small children may be too overwhelming
the boxes. The more 1 7 for her. If you think Maddy-Jack may fit well in your home, please stop by to visit her!
numbers that are
filled in, the easier it
gets to solve . 4 9 2

Level: Intermediate MEET CHASE - 2 YEAR-OLD. NEUTERED MALE. DOMESTIC SHORT HAIR. TABBY.

This sweet boy will Chase your heart! Forward and friendly, he’ll be the first in the room to
greet you. Chase came to us on January 12th from a busy shelter in Virginia. Therefore, we
PUZZLE SOLUTIONS have no known'hlstory on how he WI|| do with dogs.and Fhllfiren. He is currently adjusting
in the community cat room and doing great! Chase is adjusting to the Vermont weather,

RSN glslilelalzlelz|v and is looking for permanent residency! If this confident gentleman sounds like the right

MEIEICIE slvlzlsl i slclolz fit for you, please stop by and visit with him! The Adoption Center is open Tuesday through

v|i|a|v]|s Saturday 11am to 4pm.
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; ot Irlelelz]svlzlse]o RUTLAND COUNTY OUR ADOPTION CENTER IS OPEN
o ool BEEHEEEHEBBE HUMANE SOCIETY TUESDAY-SATURDAY FROM
2afoluint |SI9|V)II6]2]81C]E 802-483-6700 * WWW.RCHSVT.0RG 11AM-4PM.
sTaTwly Lle|8fc|e|o9lv|S|L 7553TEVEN5RD-'P§5F°-£ l n/ NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED.




Page 26 — The Reporter, February 21, 2024

OFF THE SHELF
AMn

Non-fiction

Great Scoops: Recipes
from a Neighborhood
Ice Cream Shop by
Marlene Haley and
Amelia Ryan

80 easy custard-style and
vegan ice creams and delec-
table desserts. From hibiscus
& passion fruit and bourbon
black cherry to triple choco-
late and caramel popcorn,
this cookbook also includes
recipes for signature sauces,
toppings, and baked goods
(say hello to chocolate chip
cookies and meringue kisses).
Best of all, the ice creams
are nut free, sesame free,
and some even gluten free.
For those who are new to
ice-cream making, the book
includes a chapter covering
everything there is to know
about making both dairy and
vegan ice creams and frozen
desserts at home.

Secret History of Big-
foot: Field Notes on a
North American Mon-
ster by John O’Connor
Journalist and skeptic John
O'Connor is fascinated by
Sasquatch. Curious to learn
more, he embarks on a quest
through the North American
wilds in search of Bigfoot, its
myth, and meaning. Along-
side an eccentric cast of char-
acters, he explores the zany
and secretive world of "cryp-
tozoology," tracking Bigfoot
through ancient folklore to
Harry and the Hendersons,
while examining the forces
behind our ever-widening
belief in the supernatural. As
O'Connor treks through the
shrouded forests of the Pacific

Northwest, listens to firsthand
accounts, and attends Bigfoot
conventions, he's left won-
dering what happens when
the lines between myth and
reality blur?

Train Go Sorry:
Inside a Deaf World
by Leah Hager Cohen

A journalistic memoir, since
Leah Hager Cohen grew up
on the campus of the Lex-
ington School for the Deaf in
Queens, New York, where her
father was its superintendent.
As a hearing person raised
among the deaf, Cohen
appreciates the intimate tex-
tures of that silent world and
the gulf separating it from our
own.

The Thefts of The Mona
Lisa: the Complete
Story of the World's
Most Famous Artwork
by Noah Charney

This book tells the complete
story of the famous painting,
including the so-called "af-
faire des statuettes,” in which
Pablo Picasso and Guillaume
Apollinaire  were arrested
under suspicion of involve-
ment in the theft of the Mona
Lisa, and seeks to resolve the
question as to whether the

Nazis stole the Mona Lisa
during the Second World War.

The Bishop and the But-
terfly: Murder, Politics,
and the End of the
Jazz Age by Michael
Wolraich

Vivian Gordon went out be-
fore midnight in a velvet dress
and mink coat. Her body
turned up the next morning in
a desolate Bronx park, a dirty

T
BRANDON

FREE PUBLIC

LIBRARY

DID YOU KNOW?

Our Pokemon Tournament
is this Sunday from 12-5 p.m.
Pre-register before Saturday
24 at
eric@brandonpubliclibrary.org.
More info on our site at
https://brandonpubliclibrary.org

clothesline wrapped around
her neck. At her stylish Man-
hattan apartment, detectives
discovered notebooks full
of names—businessmen,
socialites, gangsters. And
something else—a letter from
an anti-corruption commis-
sion established by Governor
Franklin Delano Roosevelt.
Led by the imperious Judge
Samuel Seabury, the commis-
sion had uncovered a police
conspiracy to frame women
as prostitutes. Had Vivian
Gordon been executed to
bury her secrets? As FDR
L)ressed the police to solve
er murder, Judge Seabury
pursued the trail of corruption
to the top of Gotham’s pow-
erful political machine—the
infamous Tammany Hall.

Smoke and Ashes:
Opium's Hidden Histo-
ries by Amitav Ghosh

Smand Ashes is at once a
travelogue, a memoir, and
an essay in history, draw-
ing on decades of archival
research. In it, Ghosh traces
the transformative effect the
opium trade had on Britain,
India, and China, as well as
the world at large. The trade
was engineered by the Brit-
ish Empire, which exported
Indian opium to sell to China
to redress their great trade
imbalance, and its revenues
were essential to the empire’s
financial survival.

SPREAD THE WORD!

Have an event to add to our calendar?

EMAIL US AT NEWS@BRANDONREPORTER.COM

Brandon

Police Report

February 12

* Received a complaint re-
garding possible animal ne-
glect. The complaint was turned
over to the Town of Brandon
Animal Control Officer for in-
vestigation.

* Received a complaint re-
garding sexually explicit pho-
tographs that were sent by an
individual. Investigation is on-
going.

* Conducted a background
check on a Stafford Technical
Center student scheduled to do
a ride-a-long with an officer.

* Responded to the Jiffy Mart
on McConnell Road for a ve-
hicle fire. No one was injured.

* Vehicle stop on Grove
Street for failure to maintain
travel lane and for obstructed
plates. Two tickets issued and a
warning given for flashing on-
coming traffic with headlights.

» Vehicle stop on Franklin
Street for suspicion that the
driver had a criminally sus-
pended driver’s license. The
driver did have a suspended
license and the vehicle’s regis-
tration had been expired since
2021. Citation issued to appear
before the Rutland County Su-
perior Court for arraignment on
5/13/2024 at 10:00 a.m.

* Vehicle stop on Forest Dale
Road for failure to display li-
cense plate. Warning issued.

February 13

* Served a temporary stalking
order on Forest Dale Road.

» Conducted traffic enforce-
ment on Grove Street. No vio-
lations were observed.

e Vehicle stop on Grove
Street for a speeding violation.
Warning issued.

* Assisted the Pittsford Police
with a vehicle pursuit on Route
7 and Franklin Street. Officers
lost sight of the vehicle and the
pursuit was terminated in the
arca of Syndicate Road.

* Conducted quarterly Sex
Offender Registry  Checks
throughout Brandon. All indi-
viduals on the registry were in-
compliance.

* Vehicle stop on Forest Dale
Road for a stop sign violation.
Warning issued.

February 14

* Vehicle stop on Franklin
Street for a defective headlight.
Driver was given one week to
repair it.

* Vehicle stop on Grove
Street for failure to maintain
lane. Warning issued.

e Vehicle stop on Union
Street for blocking intersec-
tion. Warning issued.

* Vehicle stop on Wood Lane
for failure to maintain lane.
Warning issued.

February 15

* Vehicle stop on Franklin
Street for wrong lane. Warning
issued.

* Vehicle stop on Park Street
at High Street for failure to stop
at a flashing red light. Warning
issued.

* Assisted troopers from New
Haven secure the scene of an
assault on Route 7 in Leicester
in which two individuals were
reportedly injured.

* Responded to a residence
on North Street for a report of
vandalism to a street sign and a
possible incident involving the
unauthorized use of a vehicle
parked on the property.

* Vehicle stop on Old Basin
Road for speeding. Warning is-
sued.

e Conducted a patrol by
Neshobe School on Forest Dale
Road.

* Received a complaint on
Forest Dale Road regarding an
ongoing landlord-tenant dis-
pute.

* Contacted about a threat-
ening comment a child made
at the Neshobe Elementary
School.

 Vehicle stop on Forest Dale
Road for a stop sign violation.
Warning issued.

* Conducted a welfare check
on a child near McConnell
Road.

e Vehicle stop on Franklin
Street for defective plate lights.
Warning issued.

February 16

* Responded to a mental
health incident on Nickerson
Road. The individual was left
in the care of his mother.

e Attended a community
meeting at the Brandon Motor
Lodge to discuss organizing
volunteers to help with out-
reach services for individuals
in need in the Town of Bran-
don.

* Conducted VIN verifica-
tion.

* Responded to Center Street
for a report of a minor two-car
crash with no injuries.

e Vehicle stop on Center
Street for a cell phone viola-
tion. Warning issued.

e Vehicle stop on Franklin

(See Police report, Page 27)



Healthcare legislation

(Continued from Page 22)
think just having a process to look
at each prescription, to look at its
affordability, its comparators, and
give Vermonters more information
and hopefully some relief, is a re-
ally valuable step forward.”

Another bill, H.233, would cre-
ate a licensing system for pharmacy
benefit managers, third-party enti-
ties that negotiate drug coverage
plans with drug companies, insur-
ance providers and pharmacies. It
would also impose stricter regula-
tions on how they could operate in
the state.

Pharmacy benefit managers have
come under increasing scrutiny na-
tionally, amid criticism that they
operate opaquely and drive up drug

prices for consumers.

“Nationally and in our state. we
have had many conversations over
the years about how the costs of
health care are increasing,” Rep.
Mari Cordes, D-Lincoln, said in
an interview Wednesday. “And one
of the drivers, the biggest drivers,
if not the biggest driver, of those
health care costs increases are phar-
maceuticals.”

Another bill, S.164, would re-
quire private health insurers and
Medicaid to cover the cost of obe-
sity treatment. The proposal comes
amid the booming popularity of
new weight-loss drugs and the
promise of their effectiveness in
reducing the prevalence of chronic
diseases linked to obesity.

Police report

(Continued from Page 26)
Street for failure to maintain
travel lane. Warning issued.

» Attempted to stop a driver
who had fled from a traffic stop
conducted by the Pittsford Po-
lice and had entered into Bran-
don. Officers terminated the
pursuit when sight of the car
was lost in the area of Grove
Street.

» Vehicle stop for driving
at speeds up to 90 mph while
passing multiple vehicles un-
safely on Grove Street. The
investigating officer observed
signs of impairment, and the
driver was arrested and charged
with a DUI, Grossly Negli-
gent Operation, and Excessive
Speed. Citation issued to ap-
pear before the Rutland County
Superior Court for arraignment
on 2/26/2024 at 12:30 p.m.

* Received a request for a
welfare check on an individual
possibly in the area of Bran-
don. The case was transferred
to an outside police agency as
the individual was determined
not to be in Brandon.

February 17

* Vehicle stop on Champlain
Street entering Conant Square
for stop sign violation. Warn-
ing issued.

* Received a report of a loose
dog on Church Street. The ani-
mal control officer was noti-
fied.

» Vehicle stop on Franklin
Street at Nickerson Road for a
stop sign violation. Warning is-
sued.

* Vehicle stop on Franklin
Street at Nickerson Road for
misuse of number plates and
obstructed windshield. Warn-
ing issued.

* While conducting traffic
enforcement at Franklin Street

and McConnell Road, observed
a vehicle traveling at excessive
speed. The driver was stopped
and issued a citation to appear
before the Rutland County Su-
perior Court for arraignment on
5/20/2024 at 10:00 a.m.

* Assisted the Brandon Fire
Department with a structure
fire on Birch Hill Road. No
people or animals were injured.

* Investigated a retail theft at
a business on Franklin Street.

* Vehicle stop on Union
Street for not having a visible
registration. Warning issued.

* Vehicle stop on Franklin
Street for defective equipment.
Warning issued.

February 18

* Received a complaint of a
theft at a residence on Grove
Street.

e Assisted a motorist on
Marble Street whose vehicle’s
bumper fell off on Marble
Street near Wheeler Road.

* Conducted a welfare check
on a semi driver parked at Jiffy
Mart. He was found to be all
right.

* Vehicle stop on Route 7 for
driving with an obstructed li-
cense plate. Warning issued.

e Vehicle stop on Grove
Street for tailgating. Warning
issued.

e Conducted traffic enforce-
ment at the intersection of
Franklin Street and Park Street.

* Vehicle stop for a Traffic
Control Signal violation (red
light) at the intersection of
Franklin Street and Park Street.
Warning issued.

* Opened an investigation
into a counterfeit bill used at a
local store.

Lawmakers are also considering
a “provider burden” bill, H.766,
aimed at cutting some of the bu-
reaucratic requirements of health
care by stream-
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makers target the bureaucracy of
health care, industry critics have
argued that some of that complex-
ity actually exists in order to make
care more affordable.

Insurance  companies  have
pushed back on H.766, the “pro-
vider burden” bill, saying that an

insurer’s  abil-

lining  interac-

tions  between .

providers  and ‘As providers Spe_nd
insurers. The bill more and more time
takes particular  on administrative

aim at a practice

duties, they have

ity to sign off on
treatments actu-
ally saves con-
sumers —money
by cutting down
on unnecessary

called prior au- . procedures.

thorization,  in less time for pa- S a r a
which insurers  tients.” Teachout, an in-
must sign off on — Rep. Lori Houghton, house lobbyist
certain  proce- D-Essex Junction, the for Blue Cross

dures or drugs
before they can
be administered

chair of the House
health care committee

and Blue Shield
of Vermont, told
the House health
care  commit-

to a patient.

That legisla-
tion intends to allow providers to
help patients more quickly and eas-
ily. While not explicitly aimed at
cost, the bill aims to free up provid-
ers and improve access to health-
care — something that “goes hand
in hand” with affordability, Hough-
ton, the chair of the House health
care committee, said.

“As providers spend more and
more time on administrative duties,
they have less time for patients,”
Houghton said.

PRICE TAGS

But those proposals will carry
their own costs, which may be a
hard sell at a time of vanishing pan-
demic aid and ballooning property
taxes. And even as Vermont law-

tee that the bill,
if passed, would actually end up
costing its members more — over
$100 million, she said. (Lawmak-
ers expressed skepticism about that
figure.)

“There always needs to be a bal-
ance between the costs for patients
and the increase in the price of
care, and your goals for trying to
decrease administrative burden,”
Teachout told lawmakers in a testy
committee hearing Wednesday.
“We believe this goes too far in the
other direction.”

Pharmacy benefit managers,
meanwhile, argued that their ability
to negotiate with drug companies
and pharmacies actually helps keep
drug costs lower.

“PBMs exist to do one thing,
which is drive down the cost of pre-
scription drugs,” Sam Hallemeier,
the senior state director with the
Pharmaceutical Care Management
Association, the national organiza-
tion for pharmacy benefit manag-
ers, told lawmakers Wednesday.
“PBMs exist to deliver savings.”

And requiring Medicaid to cover
obesity treatment could ultimately
end up costing the state as much as
$75 million annually in drug costs
within a few years, according to a
preliminary estimate from the De-
partment of Vermont Health Ac-
cess.

“These are very popular medica-
tions, and they do carry significant
costs,” Alex McCracken, a spokes-
person for the department, told law-
makers last month.

There is no price tag for H.721,
the sweeping Medicaid expansion
bill, yet.

“The Department is actively
working to put together cost es-
timates for the sections of H.721
which would have a budget im-
pact,” McCracken said in an email.
But he noted that Gov. Phil Scott’s
proposed budget did not include the
costs that the bill would create.

Jason Maulucci, a spokesperson
for the governor, said that the ad-
ministration “(supports) the policy
goal” of the Medicaid expansion.

“However, in a year with very
limited budgetary capacity, we
would need to better understand
which programs the bill’s sponsors
would plan to cut in order to pay for
it,” Maulucci said.

*

ARIES March 21-April 20

Take a few days off from work if you
find you have been running yourself
ragged, Aries. The pressure to be the
best may have gotten to you and you
need a rest.

TAURUS April 21-May 21

Powering through a situation some-
times works, but not if you are feeling
ill or injured, Taurus. Prioritize your
health right now and take a step back
if need be.

GEMINI May 22-June 21

Gemini, there are always two sides to
every story, so resist the urge to weigh
in on a situation between friends right
now. Get all of the information first and
then stay neutral.

CANCER June 22-July 22

Listen to someone’s feelings when they

WEEKLY HOROSCOPE

come to you and try to vent, Cancer. you can grow as a person and make a
Exhibit some patience and help this difference in others’ lives.

person work through his or her issues.

LEO July 23-Aug. 23
A great opportunity is coming down
the pike, Leo. You will have to get your
timing correct to maximize its impact
on your life. Organize all of the ele-
ments you can control.

VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22

Advice from a loved one prompts you
to reevaluate your plans for the coming
weeks, Virgo. Step away from the situ-
ation to see how things might work.

LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23

It is important to take the reins this
week, Libra, particularly if you want
to get noticed by those in positions of
power. You need to be your own best
advocate.

SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22

Sometimes the hardest thing to do in
a situation is to stay silent when you
don’t agree with things, Scorpio. Keep
in mind that others may not be ready to
hear your advice.

SAGITTARIUS Nov. 23-Dec. 21

Take ownership of any mistakes you
have made and learn from them this
week, Sagittarius. That is the only way

CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
Capricorn, are you ready to accept the
consequences of your actions? If you
go out on your own path when others
are warning against it, you will need
to confront the consequences on your
own.

AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18
Aquarius, you may be ready to make a
big move in your life, but others may
not be there with you just yet. You need
to find the timing that works for as
many as possible.

PISCES Feb. 19-March 20

Pisces, it may not be possible to put
blinders on for every situation. How-
ever, sometimes it is adviseable to look
the other way in the name of keeping
the peace.

HHHHHHHHHHHHAANA

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

Feb.23 George Frideric Handel,
composer (d)

Winslow Homer, artist (d)
George Harrison, Beatle (d)
Christopher Marlowe,
playwright (d)

Dexter Gordon, saxophonist (d)
Brian Jones, Rolling Stone (d)
Gioachino Rossini, composer (d)

Feb. 24
Feb. 25
Feb.26

Feb. 27
Feb.28
Feb.29
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We need to hold state government accountable

As policymakers, we need to
know how well this system is
working. Are Vermonters get-
ting the results they expect and
deserve?

This commentary is by Rep.
Jessica Brumsted of Shelburne.
She is vice chair of the Human
Services Committee and co-
chaired the Summer Govern-
ment Accountability Committee.
The committee s final report was
delivered to the Legislature on
Dec. 13, 2023, and is posted at
legislature.vermont.gov.

Every year, the Legislature
convenes for five months at the
Statehouse in Montpelier. Our
committees take detailed testi-
mony, debate and revise bills,
and bring them to the floor for a
vote.

During any given session, per-
haps 100 bills win final House
and Senate passage and are
signed into law by the governor.
These range from tiny technical
corrections — updating an errant
phrase in Vermont statute — to
the “Big Bill,” which appropri-
ates more than $8 billion in state
spending for the coming fiscal
year.

Once a bill becomes law, in
many ways, the Legislature
passes the baton to the executive
branch. Across dozens of state
agencies and partner organiza-
tions, the statutes are enacted,
the rules and regulations are
written, the policies and pro-
grams are developed, and the
dollars are spent.

As policymakers, we need to
know how well this system is
working. Are Vermonters get-
ting the results they expect and
deserve? How do we hold the
Legislature and our state govern-
ment accountable while giving
our hard-working state employ-
ees the tools and resources they
need?

The Legislature has many
oversight tools. First, all new
administrative rules, which lay
out exactly how

and the public to keep closer
track of what happens after a law
is passed. The House and Sen-
ate are working together to enact
those recommendations in 2024.
The bill (H.702) would establish
a more systematic approach to
government accountability, re-
ducing the Legislature’s reliance
on institutional knowledge, indi-
vidual legislators and individual

committees.
Several of the report recom-
mendations fo-

a program or
policy is going
to work, are
developed by a
public process
and reviewed
by a joint
House-Senate
committee be-
fore implemen-
tation. Second,

amount.
we request and

We’re also inter-
ested in requiring

a “performance
note” for all legisla-
tion that’s a priority
or costs more than
a threshold dollar

Cus On process.
We need to set
up  checklists
and timelines to
ensure all key
legislative  re-
ports and dead-
lines are met,
and are eas-
ily accessible to
the Legislature
and the pub-

review  many
studies, reports
and updates. And finally, public
testimony — asking hard ques-
tions and getting honest answers
— is the heart of our daily com-
mittee work.

But it’s an imperfect system,
and one the Legislature continu-
ally seeks to improve.

Act 53, signed into law in
June 2023, established a Joint
Committee on Government Ac-
countability. In December, our
final report offered a series of
common-sense  recommenda-
tions that will allow legislators

lic. We need
to ensure that
committee members (and staff)
formally review past legislation,
legislative reports and relevant
data before enacting new legis-
lation. We need a more system-
atic way to review the previous
year’s budget data — across
multiple committees — and his-
torical budget data, too. Have the
funds been spent as intended?
And if not, why not?

We’re also interested in re-
quiring a “performance note”
for all legislation that’s a prior-
ity or costs more than a threshold

dollar amount. This document
would include a clear statement
of legislative intent, overall
goals and anticipated change;
data that needs to be collected to
measure results; and an estimate
of anticipated savings, return on
investment or quantifiable bene-
fit resulting from adoption of the
legislation.

On top of this, we would like
to provide training for all mem-
bers of the General Assembly on
the importance of government
accountability, how to use data
to inform decisions and measure
outcomes, and how to embed
this work into all legislation. We
also hope to establish a dedicat-
ed Joint Government Oversight
and Accountability Committee.
Among other duties, the com-
mittee would investigate cases
of significant oversight failure
— like juvenile justice or the
EB-5 scandal — and make rec-
ommendations about how the
state could avoid such serious
problems in the future.

By way of example: In 2023,
the Legislature passed Act 76, a
landmark bill that invests signifi-
cant additional funding into Ver-
mont’s long-struggling childcare
system. The act takes effect in
stages, with the first investments
in July and September 2023,
more funds rolling out to provid-
ers this month, and expanded fi-
nancial assistance for families in
April and October 2024.

The new law tasks Building
Bright Futures, the state’s early

childhood public-private part-
nership and official legislative
and administrative early child-
hood adviser, with tracking out-
comes of Act 76. In just the first
few months, 202 new childcare
slots opened across four pro-
grams alone — a sample size
of what’s happening across the
state. And in the five programs
surveyed, all five are increasing
compensation for early child-
hood educators.

In the months and years to
come, Building Bright Futures
will continue to track hard, quan-
tifiable data — the result of ac-
countability measures that were
built into Act 76 and will be used
to inform future childcare policy
in the Legislature.

While this kind of data-gath-
ering and check-back is hardly
new to the Legislature, we’re in-
terested in making sure it’s em-
bedded into all of our work —
every day, every committee and
in every important bill. We need
to systematically review past
legislation and ensure it’s work-
ing the way Vermonters need it
to work. We need to use that in-
formation to generate new ideas.
And we need to infuse oversight
and accountability into our citi-
zen’s Legislature, so we can say
with assurance that the laws we
pass in the Statehouse are be-
ing rolled out effectively by the
executive branch, that your tax
dollars are being spent wisely
and that your state government
is working — for you.
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Stepping out of time

DALE CHRISTIE'S OBSERVANT eye caught this old truck in Center Rutland. We're not sure
what it's hauling? Does anybody out there know what it is?
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Like all
things vintage?

are on page 24!

St. Thomas & Grace Episcopal
Church

Sunday 10 a.m.

19 Conant Square, Brandon

Brandon Congregational Church
Sunday 10 a.m.

1 Carver Street, Brandon

Brandon United Methodist
Church

Sunday 11:15 a.m.

1 Franklin Street, Brandon

Our Lady of Good Help
(St .Mary’s) Catholic Church

Saturday 4 p.m., & Sunday 11 a.m.

38 Carver Street, Brandon

Brandon Baptist Church
Sunday 11 a.m.
13 Champlain Street, Brandon

One Church Brandon
Sunday 9 &10:30 a.m.
97 Frog Hollow Road,
Brandon, VT

St Alphonsus Catholic Church
Sunday 9 a.m.
2918 US 7, Pittsford

/2| NEW ENGLAND |
WOODCRAFT

A Focus on Sustainability

Since 1961

Living Water Assembly of God
Sunday 11 a.m. via Facebook Live h
76 North Street, Brandon

Forest Dale Christian Fellowship

Sunday 10:30 a.m.
1895 Forest Dale Rd, Brandon

Furnace Brook Wesleyan
Church

Sunday 9 a.m.

3325 US Route 7,
Pittsford

Pittsford

Congregational Church
Sunday 10:15 a.m.

121 Village Green, Pittsford

Church of Wildwood
Sunday 11 a.m.
347 Holden Road, Chittenden

Union Church of Proctor
Sunday 10 a.m.
5 Church Street, Proctor

St. Dominic Catholic Church
Sunday 9 a.m. Feb, Apr, Aug
45 South Street, Proctor

L\
A

St. Paul Lutheran Church
Sunday 9 a.m.
5 Gibbs Street, Proctor

St. Bridget/St.Dominic/St.
Stanislaus Kostka

Sunday 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Masses rotate monthly
between the West Rutland/Proc-
tor Parishes. 2023 February - St.
Dominic; March - St. Stanis-
laus-Kostka; - April - St.
Dominic; May - St. Bridget;
June - St. Stanislaus; July - St.
Bridget; August-St. Dominic

' Vermont Lumber

o

Bark Mulch — Delivery Available

Hemlock Framing Stock * Pine Shiplap Siding
Pine Tongue & Groove °* Custom Cut Timbers

89 Stevens Road Pittsford, VT | 802-483-6550
Mon-Fri: 7aM-4pM & Sat: 8AM-12pPM | www.gagnonlumber.com

Planting - Pruning - Removing - Repairing
Stump Removal - Timber Harvesting < Land Clearing « Firewood

Educated, Experienced and Fully Insured Professionals

Thad Poremski
(802)
349-2815

Tree,Land & Fares j
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Accounting Accounting

) ]
] Sharon L. Stearns, CPA, PLLC
B u s I n ess LAURIE L BERTRAND i $$Accounting/ Tax & Consulting Services

Certified Public Accountant . . .
Individuals, Bookkeeping | Tax Planning

. | B
) ' Small Business | Accounting | & Tax Return
& S e rVI Ce Bookkeeping & Payroll Services & Non Prefits " Quickbooks "1 Preparation

Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation “‘\E P. O. Box 22, 900 Pearl Street, Brandon, VT 05733

°
Experience You Can Count On |/ 4 ﬁ sharon@stearnscpa.com ® www.stearnscpa.com
I re C O ry 4 Carver Street, Brandon « By Appt. Only (802) 247-8300 e By Appt. On[y

465-8362 = fax 465-8438

Auto Body Shop Auto Repair Auto Sales and Leasing

Certified Collision Experts Hometown Service from STONE CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM
Your Hometown Dealers! NEW AND USED CARS AND TRUCKS

' - AllMakes and Models
‘ /Y Working with all Factory-Trained Technicians , ‘ Kelsey Treadway
Certified Technicians Insurance companies Servicing all makes and models G " > Sales & Leasing Consultant

(802) 388-9961 T G Stone Motors Stone A | We will take anything in trade!
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm 36 Boardman St., Chrysler Dodge JeepRam | Bus 8023889961
2196 Rt 7 South, Middlebury 2149Rt 7 So., Middlebury Fax: 802-388-6708
Middlebury g Grsaaes (802) 388-6718 (802) 388-9961 = P :f;leﬁ‘mye@?;‘r"cfnﬁdjrﬁ"m
gstonemotors.com stonecdjr.com i }

stonecdjr.com 2149 ROUTE 7 SOUTH | P.O. Box 748 MIDDLEBURY, VT 05753-0748

Beauty Salons Excavating

Delilah’s Hair StUdiO, LLC 1963 —— Celebrating 60 Years —— 2023
L 4
Full Service Hair Care arkowSkl

for Men, Women and Kids. Excavat/hg Inc

e . Cuts « Colors
s © EolEl? © IS © Vil RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL « INDUSTRIAL Wash & Sets

Manicures e Artificial Nails e Lashes Dozers. Excavators. Heavy Hauling. N
Men « Women « Children

l@l Skin Treatments with Kim Top Soil. Gravel. Sand. / | \
from Brunswick Medical Aesthetics PO. Box 69 Florence, VT 05744 Accepting New Clients ¢ Walk-Ins Welcome

Phone: (802) 483-6469 Fax: (802) 483-6978 Wednesday-Saturday e Evenings by appointment

802-247-3345 e 25 Center St., Brandon VT 05733 3 Franklin St. | B | 802-247-6829

Massage Residential Care Homes Restoration

5(\ Cllarlitte Bis i cehsceiny <2 - cre I Disaster Recovery, Inc.

MASSAGE THERAP Residential Care Home RS ZRRE R 24/7 Emergency Services Covering Vermont
> Level Il « ERC Care » State Licensed [RSNNNOVIRUTATY | ' ; www.DisasterRecoverylnc.com
&C ’k 2 Keep Your Loved Ones Close to Home * Exceptional Sf(lﬁ O N « Water Damage Drying/Clean Up

* Medication +\\ « Mold Remediation
Management « Carpet Cleaning & Deodorization

S B 1002
Certified Massage Therapist Since 1993 Please call for info 802-247-5987
Therapeutic Massage: Swedish/Esalen 3 Union Street

. . d 360 New Road o Daily Activiti 1 ) « Smoke and Sewage Cleanin
"\ Soft Tissue Release « Cupping s f* " brandon, VI AN ==Y service S
VT Registered » Iransportation & 2 765-6% 877-765-6340

(802) 247-8106 Owners, Mary and Mike Jensen Hospice Care Provided Fully insured & certified

Storage Containers Welding

STORAGE CONTAINERS
Rentals & Sales Ad design included in price.

. o 9

Del d To Your L Vb Kok

seanoion T LM S Call The Reporter today at
Great for Seasonal Storage, Al 1) 802_2 47_8080 or

Renovation Projects

orjobsites R . Moo email ads@brandonreporter.com

Tom Bouchard
131 Leicester-Whiting RD Whiting, VT 05778
Phone# 802 989-1271
Email: tomsweldingllc@gmail.com
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Classified PUBLIC NOTICE

PARK HOUSE IN ROCHESTER - is in need of a part-time evening cook. FORM OF TOWN OF PlTTSFORD, VERMONT ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

This position is responsible for creating & serving a light supper meal for AUSTRALIAN BALLOTING OFFICIAL WARNING

our residents and cleaning up afterwards. 10-12 hours typical Mon.- Fri,

with the potential for more hours by covering other cook's shifts when MARCH 5’ 2024

needed. Park House is a non-profit serving our area's elders and is an equal The legal voters of the Town of Pittsford, Vermont, are conclusion of Town Meeting (floor voting) which begins at
opportunity employer. Contact Lolly Lindsey at 802-767-3416 or hereby notified and warmed to meet at the Pittsford six-thirty o'clock in the afternoon (6:30 P.M.).
director@parkhousevt.org Municipal Offices located at 426 Plains Road in the Town

Adopted and approved at a meeting of the Selectboard of

of Pittsford on Tuesday, March 5, 2024, between the the Town of Pittsford duly called, noticed, and held

hours of seven o'clock (7:00) in the forenoon (a.m.), at

OTTER VALLEY UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT which time the polls will open, and seven o'clock (7:00) in January 24 2024.
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL the afternoon (p.m.), at which time the polls will close, to  TOWN OF PITTSFORD SELECTBOARD
The Rutland Northeast Supervisgry Unipn (RNESU) vot<=T by Australian ballot upon the following Article of Alicia Malay, Chair
seeks proposals for 5 construction projects below. business:
Interested parties may call Pam Reed at 802-247-5757 to schedule a site visit.
Project Timeline: ARTICLE 24
David Mills, Vice' Chair

RFP Issue Date February 16, 2024 Shall the voters authorize the removal, replacement, and

Deadline for site visit February 26, 2024 . ) . . /71 ?ﬁ- o 4

Deadline for questions February 26, 2024 installation of a new watermain along the easterly side of

Proposal Due: March 1, 2024 at 12:00 pm the VT Route 7 Bridge #108 over Fumnace Brook and the 11,512 Hooker

HVAC Improvements and upgrades projects 1 -4. Work to begin as soon school issuance of general obligation bonds of the Town in an ‘
closes, apr:)roximately June q%‘h with F():oriwpletion date anticipatged September 30, amount not to exceed Four Hundred Thousand, and @_M\
2024 optional extension to December 1, 2024 00/100 Dollars ($400,000.00), subject to reduction by
Davis Bacon Prevailing wages apply, grants in aid and other state and federal funds then
Dept. of Labor, Wage & Hour Division, Davis Bacon Link: available to the Town, to pay the capital costs and related
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/government-contracts/construction/ other costs of the project?
rulemaking-davis-bacon
1. OV North: budget $300,000, construction may begin now The legal voters of the Town of Pittsford are further
2. Lothrop Elementary School: budget $40,000, construction to begin at close notified that voter qualification, registration, and absentee
of school voting relative to said special meeting shall be as provided Received for record and recorded in the records of the
3. Otter Creek Academy @ Leicester: budget $54,000, construction to begin at in Chapters 43, 51 and 55 of Title 17, Vermont Statutes ~ Town of Pittsford on January 24, 2024.

the close of school

. ) . Annotated. The legal voters of the Town of Pittsford are
4 Ott;e;r C?Jse:l;écsr?:c?y @Whiting: budget $54,000, construction to begin at further notified that an informational meeting for the

AND tphurpos;ce o|1; Expt!aigng t':l/le P(;ojec’t/| andhtt;re ;iggzcir:gl- " Kiden & It st
5. Otter Valley Union Middle High School: Fields Lighting project, budget ereot wil be held on Monday, March 4, , at ~0Mrop [
$250,000, this project is not subject to Davis Bacon prevailing wages, School Gymnasium in the Town of Pittsford following the
construction to begin at the close of school to be completed by August 20,
2024.
More information and bid details are available online at:
https://www.rmesu.org/page/public-bids

Helen McKinlay, Town Clerk

=, | < Sharpen your mind
2 8’9 TR C ROl s
SUBMIT YOUR BIRTH, ANNIVERSARY, 5 b‘ D o with our puzzles.
OR WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENTS r S o5
N ee page

BRANDON REPORTER
58 Maple St., Middlebury, VT 05753
802-247-8080
email: ads@brandonreporter.com

* 25¢ per word * minimum $2.50 per ad D EADLINES

* minimum 2 insertions ;
Friday noon for Wednesday paper
LL] Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! y Y

CATEGORIES
< Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Help Wanted Services, [ Notices [0 Work Wanted  [J Animals
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Atin. Farmers, & For Rent). [ Card of Thanks [ Public Meetings** [] Att. Farmers
m [] Personals ] For Sale 1 Motorcycles
] Services 0 Help Wanted [ Cars
Name: [ Freex* ] For Rent ] Trucks
[] Lost & Found** [] WanttoRent []SUVs
Address: [] Garage Sales [ Real Estate ] Snowmobiles
. []Lawn & Garden [] Wanted []Boats
Phone: ] Opportunities [ Vacation Rentals
Email: [ Adoption ] Wood Heat
Or Submit Your Classifed Ads On Our Website! brandonreporter.com |  **No charge for these ads

PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD HERE

The Reporter assumes no

financial responsibility for errors Number of words:
in ads, but will rerun the ad in Cost:
which the error occured at no
charge. No refunds will be made.
Advertisers will please notify us of
any errors noted. TOTAL:

# of runs:
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Happy 98th
birthday,
Harold!

HAROLD ADAMS CELEBRATED his 98th
birthday on February 11th with family
and friends. From the looks of it, it was
a happy celebration indeed!

stonecdijrcornm

STONE

rrrr —_—— BoDae Jeep Flmam

2149 Rt 7 South, g

36 Boardman St.,

MIDOLEBURY VT

iddlebury VT 05753 Middlebury VT 05753
WWW.GSTONEMOTORS.COM 802'388'671 8 802'388'9961 CHRYSLER S = r%’/
stonecdijr.com

Qﬂ@e. G rAm

gstonemotors.com




