
BY MAT CLOUSER
BRANDON — For nearly 

two months, tension and un-
certainty have been on the rise 
in Brandon after the Brandon 
Free Public Library (BFPL) 
received notice on July 1 from 
Rutland Mental Health Service 
(RHMS) that a local man under 
their care, Shane Bartshe, had 
threatened to rape one of BF-

PL’s librarians.
Compounding the problem 

are issues pertaining to Bart-
she and the legal and mental 
health care systems at large, 
specifically as it pertains to his 
legal protections and RMHS’s 
inability to shed light on the 
nuances therein—a situation 
that involves the State’s Attor-
ney’s office and several pend-

ing cases including a sexual 
assault case from 2019 where 
Bartshe is alleged to have sexu-
ally assaulted a caretaker at his 
residence in Brandon, which 
RMHS owns.

On the evening of Friday, 
August 12, Bartshe was arrest-
ed again, this time for disorder-
ly conduct, after placing a chair 
in the middle of Route 7/Frank-

lin Street. Brandon Police were 
able to peacefully detain Mr. 
Barthse, who has a history of 
violence, including a recent in-
cident with Rutland City Police 
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GARDEN CORNER

BIRD LADY OF BRANDON

What is the deal with hardi-
ness zones? What should you 
plant and where should you plant 
it? Lyn Des Marais answers these 
questions and more in this week’s 
rake through all things green.

PG. 9

Long known for taking excel-
lent photos, Sue Wetmore shares 
her extensive knowledge and 
passion for all things bird.

PG. 3

WEST RUTLAND SB

DEVIL'S BOWL

Westsiders ponder the value of 
attracting regional shredders to 
thrash at a potential new skate-
park at the Rec.

PG. 5

Hard charging from Justin 
Comes nets back-to-back check-
ered flags at the “great crate 
place.”

PG. 15

BY MAT CLOUSER
SUDBURY — Hardiness, 

the ability to thrive in isolation, 
and a good sense of humor are 
hallmarks of many a happy Ver-
monter’s lifestyles. And they can 
frequently put themselves through 
impressive feats of endurance to 
get that happiness. 

Whether chopping wood, 
visiting with that “slightly-too-

chatty-for-my-blood” neighbor 
(you know the one), or even just 
surviving the winters, Vermonters 
are willing to go to great lengths 
to make themselves whole. How-
ever, one person has just gone a 
little further than most.

Sudbury’s Kayleigh Daven-
port recently completed the lon-
gest, toughest horse race in the 
known world: the Mongol Derby. 

The Derby is a 1,000km (621.37 
miles) trek through northern Mon-
golia designed to mimic the horse 
messenger system established by 
Genghis Khan nearly 800 years 
ago in 1224.

Davenport, who grew up riding 
at Pond Hill in Castleton and calls 
riding part of her identity, first 
heard about the race via her job 
working for SmartPak, an online 

retailer for equestrian apparel. 
SmartPak sponsored a rider in 

2018, and a postcard hanging in 
the break room thanking them for 
their support piqued Davenport’s 
interest. “I’m always looking for 
some kind of adventure. I said, 
why not? Let’s do it.”

Davenport didn’t think she had 
a chance to get accepted. Still, af-

Sudbury’s Kayleigh Davenport conquered the 
world’s longest horse race across Mongolia

Questions abound following new arrest for Shane Bartshe

SUDBURY’S KAYLEIGH DAVENPORT was fearless in her re-
cent completion of the 1000km Mongol Derby—the longest 
horse race in the world. 

Photos by Tulgaa Skizz/The Equestrianists

(See Bartshe, Page 8)

(See Kayleigh Davenport, Page 7)
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BY STEVEN JUPITER
BRANDON — Regular read-

ers of The Reporter are familiar 
with Sue Wetmore’s work: beau-
tiful photographs of birds, all 
captured in local surroundings. 
These fascinating creatures are 
everywhere, yet few of us take 
the time to observe them outside 
our backyards. And even fewer 
of us take the time to photograph 
them as well as Wetmore.

 On an early August morn-
ing, Sue took me to one of her 
favorite local birding spots just 
outside Brandon Village.  It was 
a dirt road, sparsely populated by 
humans but teeming with avian 
life. 

 “Spish Spish Spish.” Wet-
more began this half-whisper/
half-hiss patter as soon as we got 
out of the car. “It’s called ‘spish-
ing,’ and it gets their attention,” 
she explained.  “It’s the sound 
birds make when predators are 
around. It gets them to come out 
to see where the danger is.”

 Almost immediately, we hear 
a wicka-wicka-wicka sound. 
“That’s a fl icker,” said Wetmore. 
“It’s a kind of spotted wood-
pecker.” 

 Like someone who immers-
es herself in dozens of foreign 
languages, Wetmore can rec-

ognize the calls of scores of 
birds. “That’s a titmouse,” she 
said when we heard a harsh rasp 
that seemed incongruous with 
the bird’s name.  She can even 
differentiate between two local 
species of warbler by noting that 
one species has a more singsong 
call than the other, just as one 
might distinguish a Boston ac-
cent from a Rhode Island accent 
from slight differences in pro-
nunciation or cadence.

 And when she hears the call 
of a bird she fi nds interesting, 
she stops in her tracks and peers 
into the trees. “Hunting with my 
father when I was a kid trained 
my eye,” she said. Several times 
she pointed out birds I could not 
see even when I looked precisely 
where she pointed.  

 Different species have dif-
ferent personalities. “Crows are 
really smart,” Wetmore says. 
“Mourning doves are the dodos 
of the bird world. They’re too 
stupid to know when they’re in 
danger.  Even when every other 
bird in the area is running for 
cover, they just sit there and get 
eaten.”

 Wetmore started birding back 
in the 80s by observing what was 
going on at her backyard feeders. 
She became intrigued, eventual-

ly buying books and binoculars. 
She went on birding walks with 
local groups. “I started hanging 
out with people who knew what 
they were doing. It’s the best 
way to learn.” 

 Decades of study and obser-
vation have made Wetmore one 
of those experts. In 2019, she 
was given the Julie Nicholson 
Community Science Award by 
the Vermont Center for Ecostud-
ies. “It was like winning the Os-
car,” Wetmore said with a laugh.

 She keeps meticulous notes 
on her sightings and enters them 
all into eBird, an online database 
used by amateur birders and pro-
fessional ornithologists to track 
breeding and migration patterns. 
“Oh yes!” Wetmore said when 
asked if birders can get com-
petitive about sightings.  That 
competitiveness can sometimes 
even lead folks to exaggerate or 
falsify their data. 

 “One guy came up here from 
New Jersey. Birding is a small 
community, and people down 
there had problems with him, so 
we were warned. He ended up 
trying to claim he’d seen a dozen 
examples of a species you’d be 
lucky to see just once,” she said. 
“But even I get real sightings re-

Profi le: Sue Wetmore, The Bird Lady of Brandon

SUE WETMORE PRACTICES patience while birding outside Bran-
don Village. Photo by Steven Jupiter(See Sue Wetmore, Page 11)
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MONTPELIER—The Ver-
mont Agency of Education and 
the Department of Health issued 
a joint memo to school nurses 
last week for the re-opening of 
schools relative to COVID-19.

The memo gives school nurs-
es recommendations on how to 
manage symptomatic individu-
als, implement testing protocols, 
and suggests communication 
strategies, including the need to 
work closely with local medical 
practices.

“School nurses have worked 
tirelessly throughout the pan-
demic to keep students healthy,” 
said Health Commissioner Mark 
Levine, MD. “As we begin to 
think of COVID-19 as an en-
demic disease, we once again 
need to shift our thinking. COV-
ID-19, like the flu, is now a part 
of our lives.”

The memo emphasizes the 
clinical judgment of school nurs-
es in determining if a student or 
staff member with mild symp-
toms is well enough to attend 
school.

“This will be important as we 

get into the winter months,” said 
Dr. Levine, “since the presenta-
tion of mild respiratory disease 
symptoms, including a runny 
nose, nasal congestion, minimal 
cough, and absence of fever, can 
enable a student or staff member 
to stay in school provided they 
have no current or recent house-
hold exposure to COVID-19.”

The use of testing is also out-
lined in the memo. Schools will 
supply both antigen and LAMP 
tests to implement the proto-
col outlined in the memo. Both 
in-school and take-home test-
ing will be available. Decisions 
about when to test and what test 
to use will rely on the expertise 
of school nurses.

“Testing will be used to help 
inform the clinical decision-
making of school nurses in their 
work with symptomatic indi-
viduals,” said Secretary of Edu-
cation Dan French, “but testing 
should not be required for symp-
tomatic students or staff to return 
to school.”

Prior to the summer break, 
antigen and LAMP tests were 

distributed to schools across the 
state in anticipation of the up-
coming school year. Schools will 
be able to order additional test-
ing supplies through the Agency 
of Education website.

“We will no doubt continue 
to see cases of COVID-19 in 
our communities and in our 
schools,” said Secretary French, 
“but with the advent of vacci-
nation and new treatments, the 
risks from COVID-19 are much 
lower than they were two years 
ago. I am very optimistic that the 
opening of school this year will 
proceed with minimal interrup-
tion from COVID-19.”

Finally, schools and school 
districts are encouraged to coor-
dinate their response protocols 
and testing procedures with pe-
diatric primary care offices in 
their communities to improve 
communication with students 
and families. This recommenda-
tion builds on the strong partner-
ships built between schools and 
pediatricians over the last two 
school years.

WINOOSKI—The new Ver-
mont Trades Scholarship Forgiv-
able Loan Program, proposed by 
Governor Scott to the Vermont 
Legislature and administered 
by Vermont Student Assistance 
Corp. (VSAC), will offer Ver-
mont and non-Vermont residents 
funding for tuition, initial li-
censing fees, and exam fees for 
qualified recipients who enroll 
in high-need trades training and 
certificate programs.

 Funding for the $3 million 
trades scholarship program is 
part of Governor Scott’s $84.5 
million comprehensive work-
force and economic develop-
ment initiative signed into law 
in June. 

The bill invests state and fed-
eral American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funding to address Ver-
mont’s workforce shortage and 
provide local businesses and 
municipalities with resources to 
grow in the years ahead.

“Investing in the trade has 
been a top priority for my ad-
ministration, and this program 
will help address some of our 
state’s biggest challenges. It is 
an opportunity to change our 
course for the better, to grow our 
workforce and support our com-
munities in their continued re-
covery and revitalization,” said 
Governor Scott.

The new program, open to 
Vermont and non-Vermont resi-
dents, will help meet the acute 
need for more trained workers 
in Vermont in select building, 
mechanical, industrial, or medi-
cal trades; emergency services; 
energy, including clean energy, 
energy efficiency, or weatheriza-
tion; transportation; broadband; 
robotics and other high-demand 
sectors. 

Applications are accepted and 
reviewed on a rolling basis un-
til all funds have been awarded. 
Programs beginning after Sept. 

1 are eligible.
“VSAC knows that the path 

to meaningful employment for 
almost every Vermonter will be 
through education or training be-
yond high school.  And we know 
that for many Vermonters, the 
cost of training and education 
is the largest barrier to students 
pursuing their dreams. VSAC is 
very excited to be able to offer 
this program, so eligible students 
of all ages can cover the cost of 
tuition, exams, and licensing for 
the training they need to pursue 
the career they want.” said Scott 
Giles, President, and CEO of 
VSAC.

The funding will be awarded 
to qualifying applicants with fi-
nancial needs on a first-come, 
first-served basis until all funds 
have been depleted. 

Applicants must register with 
the Vermont Department of La-
bor to receive relevant job refer-
rals if unemployed.

Awards are in the form of an 
interest-free loan which is for-
given when the recipient signs a 
promissory note and completes 
working in their profession in 
Vermont for a minimum of one 
year following licensure or cer-
tification completion for each 
year of funding received.

Additional funding from the 
historic bill also provides schol-
arships and forgivable loans 
for eligible students pursuing 
careers in critical fields such as 
early childhood education, nurs-
ing,

dentistry, mental health care, 
and more.

The legislature raised the 
family income eligibility level 
to $75,000 or less for the popu-
lar 802 Opportunity program, 
which, combined with other 
state and federal financial aid, 
offers free tuition at Community 
College of Vermont.  Almost 
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Executive

State releases COVID-19 guidelines to 
school nurses ahead of school year

VT workforce training initiative 
to offer free tuition 

Community Forum

Stopping for a sip of nectar
COULD IT BE a fritillaria butterfly? Think you know this flighty friend? Let us know at 
news@brandonreporter.com. Photo by Lyn Des Marais

(See Workforce training, Page 5)
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All the little birds on Jaybird Street
LOVE TO HEAR the robins go tweet tweet tweet.  

Photo by Patty Ketcham

Letter to the Editor

Thank you for participating in our democracy
To all primary candidates:
We wish to thank you all, 

Democrat and Republican, for 
your contribution to our elec-
tions and our democratic process. 
Throughout the campaigns, most 
candidates made strong efforts 
to reach out to the constituents 
via television, post mail, emails, 
debates, and even door-to-door 
visits. The media did a superb 
job of displaying candidate inter-
views and platform statements in 
order to inform potential voters. 
The election process was accom-
plished with respect, both for the 
candidates and the constituents. 

In recent national campaigns, 

we have been conditioned to dis-
respect and abuse, not only for 
opposing candidates but also for 
the intelligence of constituents. 
As the national campaigns have 
demonstrated, personal attacks, 
name-calling, and targeted lies 
only serve as a distraction from 
the real issues. That was not an 
apparent tactic in this election, 
and we are grateful for that con-
sideration. Without the contribu-
tion of each and every one of our 
candidates, our democratic pro-
cess would not work. Thank you 
to everyone.

For those candidates proceed-
ing to the November elections, 

your work is not done. We are 
glad that you have identified 
the issues of your concerns. But 
we, your constituents, know the 
problems well. We live with 
these problems every day. We 
want to hear your solutions. We 
want to know how your solu-
tions will be accomplished. So, 
keep up the fine work you have 
begun in the primary campaigns, 
and good luck.

And don’t forget, your obliga-
tions to your constituents don’t 
end with your election. Stay in 
touch.

J & A Quenneville
Brandon

BY MAT CLOUSER
WEST RUTLAND —  The 

West Rutland selectboard con-
vened on Monday, August 8, to 
discuss several new projects, in-
cluding a potential skatepark, the 
Whipple Hollow bridge replace-
ment, and whether or not to ap-
prove the purchase of fireworks 
for the upcoming town block 
party.

Skatepark
Recreation Director Steve Pi-

etryka addressed the board, thank-
ing them for their time, mention-
ing how pleased he’s been with 
the recent increase in users fol-
lowing the town’s improvements 
to the recreation area, before mov-
ing along to a discussion about 
potentially building a new skate-
park in the recreation area.

Pietryka introduced West 
Rutland resident Victoria Gor-
ham, who knows the skatepark 
industry. Gorham submitted to the 
board a proposal outlining feasi-
bility, design, public interest, and 
grant funding opportunities relat-
ed to the park.

It was noted that the closest 
skateparks are in Burlington and 
Lebanon, Nh and that the park 
could become an economic driver 
for the community in much the 
same way that the dog park had 
become something of a regional 
draw.

The proposal indicated that 
there would be no cost to the town 
until something was actually built, 
and the board decided they would 
like to move forward with explor-
ing the project. The next step will 
be a review of the recreation ar-
ea’s map from the master plan to 
determine feasibility.

Whipple Hollow Bridge
Following the recent VTrans 

recommendation that West 
Rutland close Whipple Hollow 
bridge to traffic, Daniels Construc-
tion was contacted about placing a 
bid on the job and came back with 
a $359,425 bid to include removal 
of the timber bridge deck and steel 
girders and the construction of a 
new reinforced precast concrete 
structure slated for this fall.

The town, which has already 
been allotting funds for the 
bridge repair in the amount of 
$237,692.00, would be able to 

supplement its own monies with 
an additional $200,000 in grant 
money that was acquired with 
the aid of Rep. Butch Shaw and 
VTrans.

Motions were made and ac-
cepted to acquire the grant money 
and accept the bid from Davis 
Construction, although Dick Dal-
ey raised the concern of OMYA 
traffic on that road. Town Man-
ager May Ann Goulette said that 
she would be meeting with their 
plant manager in a few weeks and 
would discuss the matter at that 
time.

Block Party
The Town Manager’s report 

noted that the town block party, 
scheduled for September 17, had 
already received some sponsor-
ships and vendor fees to help 
support the entertainment costs. 
Ms. Goulette also raised the ques-
tion of the board’s desire to fea-
ture fireworks this year as price 
increases have led to an updated 
cost of $5000. The board swiftly 
motioned to accept the costs and 
voted unanimously to approve 
them.

In other business, the board:
 • Discussed the possibility 

of taking over the Rutland Town 
Fire District but cited concerns 
about the condition of its existing 
infrastructure. John Harvey and 
John Center agreed to meet with 
the prudential committees to de-
termine the next steps, noting that 
both towns would need to vote on 
the matter in November or March.

 • Discussed the prelimi-
nary design for the Regional Am-
bulance construction at 484 Main 
Street, where it was requested that 
the existing curb be altered and 
widened to accommodate two 
ambulance bays. A motion was 
approved and accepted to alter the 
curb. 

 • Fuel bids were reviewed 
from Johnson Energy, Proctor 
Gas, Sam’s U Save, Irving, and 
Suburban propane. Uncertainty 
in the market made it difficult to 
get fixed pricing. Ultimately the 
board voted to award their busi-
ness to Irving, which had the low-
est prices: $3.672 for oil, $1.519 
for propane, and $3.901 for diesel, 
the State variable price.

Shred sessions headed 
to West Rutland soon?

2,000 students have taken ad-
vantage of free tuition at CCV in 
the first year of 802 Opportunity. 

Eligible Vermonters can also 
use the VSAC Advancement 
Grant program, which provides 
funding for training in a non-
degree program or short-term 
training program that will en-
hance job skills to improve their 
ability to get a job. 

“These investments in our 
workforce come at a time when 
Vermont employers are in des-
perate need of talent,” said 
Department of Labor Com-
missioner Michael Harrington. 
“This support will allow the 
Department of Labor to provide 
much-needed resources and 
information so employers can 
better conduct outreach to fill 
openings, while also developing 

talent pipelines for sustained in-
ternal growth. We look forward 
to continuing to help connect 
Vermonters to good jobs and 
other important workforce de-
velopment efforts.”

For details on how to apply, 
visit www.vsac.org/workforce-
development-funding or call 
888-253-4819.

Workforce training
(Continued from Page 4)

A son, Kylan Ray Tilley, 
was born on August 4, 2022, 

to Desiree Raymond and  
Damion Tilley of Brandon.

 Birth  
Announcement



Page 6 — The Reporter, August 17, 2022
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For five generations the Barnard family has assisted 
families in Pittsford, Proctor, Chittenden and the 

surrounding area getting through one of life’s most 
difficult times.

3186 U.S. Route 7 Pittsford • www.barnardfuneralhome.com

(802) 483-2811 Christopher Book/Director

Also operating the Birch Grove Crematory

Evelyn Martha Nickerson, 95, Brandon

Burton “Burtie” Cole, 68, Leicester

Harmon Franklin Thurston,  
96, ShorehamBRANDON— Evelyn Martha 

Nickerson, age 95, passed away 
peacefully on August 8, 2022, at 
her home in Brandon.

Evelyn was born in Rochester 
on October 17, 1926. She was 
the daughter of John and Maidie 
(Fuller) Austin. 

She grew up in Rochester and 
Brandon, where she received 
her early education and gradu-
ated from Brandon High School 
in 1944. 

On May 31, 1945. she married 
Rollin Nickerson. Together they 
owned and operated a dairy farm 
on Nickerson Road in Brandon.  
Mr. Nickerson predeceased her on 
April 25, 1993. 

In her earlier years, Evelyn 
worked at the Ayrshire Breeders 
Association in Brandon and later 
for Tom P. Whittaker, auctioneer. 

Evelyn retired from the Brandon 
Post Office in 1978 and moved 
with her husband to Prescott, Az, 
but returned to Vermont in the 
mid-1990s. 

She was an active member of 
the Brandon United Methodist 

Church who enjoyed gardening, 
cooking, knitting, crocheting and 
writing poetry. She was an avid 
reader. 

Evelyn will be remembered for 
visiting shut-ins and helping her 
neighbors.

She is survived by her daugh-
ters, Alice Sutherland and her 
husband Andrew of Brandon with 
whom she lived, and Sally Nicker-
son of Ft. Sumner, Nm; her sons, 
Donald Nickerson and his wife 

Susan, Thomas Nickerson, and 
Charles Nickerson and his wife 
Joan, all of Newport, Tn, and her 
sister Janet Lamoureux and her 
husband Wilfred of Shoreham. 

She is also survived by 11 
grandchildren, 12 great-grandchil-
dren, and one great-great-grand-
daughter. 

She was predeceased by her 
daughter Linda and her brothers 
Raymond, Gilbert, and Gerald 
Austin.

The memorial service, “In Cel-
ebration of Her Life,” will take on 
Saturday, September 10, at 10 a.m. 
at the Brandon Methodist Church. 
A private graveside committal ser-
vice and burial will follow in the 
family lot at Pine Hill Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
gifts may be made in her mem-
ory to the Brandon Area Rescue 
Squad, P.O. Box 232, Brandon, Vt 
05733, or Rutland Area Visiting 
Nurse & Hospice, 7 Albert Cree 
Drive, Rutland, Vt 05701.

Arrangements are under the di-
rection of the Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral home in Brandon.

LEICESTER — Burton “Burtie” 
Daniel Cole, 68 passed away Sun-
day, August 14, 2022 at Porter Med-
ical Center Hospital, Middlebury.  
The son of Burton H. and Jeanette 
(Desabrais) Cole, he was born in 
Middlebury on February 22, 1954. 

Burtie grew up on the family 
dairy farm and was a lifelong farm-
er. He received his early education 
in Leicester and graduated from 
Otter Valley Union High School in 
1972. On July 5, 1980, he married 
Beth Ann Jackson in Middlebury. 

 He was an avid Boston Red Sox 
and Patriots fan and also enjoyed 
the outdoors and hunting.

Burtie is survived by his wife 
Beth of Leicester; son, Daniel James 
Cole of Redmond, Wa; daughter, 
Jessica Lynn Cole of Mendon, Ma, 
and his sister Romona McNulty of 
Winter Haven, Fl.  He is also sur-

vived by four grandchildren and 
several nieces, nephews and cous-
ins.

He was predeceased by his par-
ents Burton and Jeanette and broth-
er Russell Moulton.

Calling hours will be held on 
Thursday, August 18, 2022, from 4 
p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Miller & Ket-
cham Funeral Home, 26 Franklin 
Street in Brandon. 

The funeral service in celebration 
of his life will be held on Friday, 
August 19, 2022, at 10 a.m. at the 
Forest Dale Christian Fellowship 
Church.  The Rev. Barry Tate will 
officiate. Graveside committal ser-
vices and burial will follow in Pine 
Hill Cemetery, Brandon.

Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Forest Dale Christian 
Fellowship Church, 1895 Forest 
Dale Road, Brandon, VT 05733, or 
the Brandon Area Rescue Squad, 
PO Box 232, Brandon VT 05733. 

Arrangements are under the di-
rection of the Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral Home, Brandon.

S H O R E H A M — H a r m o n 
Franklin Thurston passed away 
on August 3, 2022, at Por-
ter Hospital in Middlebury.  

He was a fun, energetic, gen-
erous man devoted to his fam-
ily, friends, and employees who 
influenced and touched many 
people throughout his life. 

He was born March 4, 1926, 
on the family farm in North 
Rumford, Me, to Lee Joel Thur-
ston and Edith Martin Thurston. 
He was the youngest of 11 chil-
dren.

 His family loved hearing his 
stories about growing up on the 
farm, visiting his father’s log-
ging camps, and going to a one-
room schoolhouse.

He joined the Army at age 17 
and was stationed in India during 
World War II. After the war, he 
went to the University of Maine 
and earned a Forestry degree. 

He married the love of his 
life, Maxine Dresser Thurston, 
in 1954. After a short stay in 
Oregon, they moved to Vermont 
and started raising their fam-
ily of four children.  They were 
married for 59 years before she 
passed away in June 2013. 

In 1960, they started New Eng-
land Woodcraft, a furniture com-
pany that is still in operation.  He 
was very devoted to the employ-
ees, many of whom worked for 
him for over 40 years.  

In 1996, they moved “out” to 
the farm in Shoreham, where 
many evenings were enjoyed on 
the porch with friends and fam-
ily.

He loved his family and heart-
ily supported their many projects 
over the years. They relish many 
fond memories of skiing, picnics 
at Branbury Beach, hiking, trav-
eling, and family gatherings. 

He had a great sense of humor 
and was known for a good laugh.  
He loved dancing, designing 
furniture, tending his flower gar-
dens, and baked beans.

He is survived by his son Lee 
Thurston and his wife Susan of 

Grass Valley, Ca; daughter Lynn 
Thurston and her wife Janice of 
Scarborough, Me; son Charles 
Thurston and his late wife Mar-
tha, who passed in February 
2022; son Jeff Thurston and his 
wife Michele of Whiting; seven 
grandchildren: Everett, Pierce, 
Mackenzie, Emmett, Avery, Pay-
ton, and Grant Thurston; three 
great grand-children: Eldon, 
Ada, and Raegan; his brother 
Marlin Thurston of Peru, Me; 
his sisters-in-law: Joyce Birch of 
Glen Allen, Va and Frances Ker-
chner of Wellesley, Ma., as well 
as several nieces, nephews and 
cousins.

The family would like to ac-
knowledge and thank “Health-
care Angels,”  Julie Lonergan, 
Rachel Chartrand, and the staff 
from the Residence at Otter 
Creek, whose attention to his 
needs was a source of immea-
surable support for him and the 
family.

The family hopes you can 
join them on the farm at 2973 
Hemenway Hill in Shoreham to 
celebrate Harmon’s life on Sep-
tember 17 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., 
with stories at 3 p.m. 

In lieu of flowers, please con-
sider planting a tree or doing a 
small kindness for somebody in 
need.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Miller & Ket-
cham Funeral Home in Brandon.

EVELYN NICKERSON

BURTON COLE

HARMON THURSTON 
EVELYN NICKERSON

Obituaries

The Reporter will publish paid obituaries and free notices of passing. Paid 
obituaries cost 25 cents per word and will be published, as submitted, on the 
date of the family’s choosing. For those who do not wish to purchase an obituary, 
the Reporter offers a free notice of passing up to 100 words, subject to editing by 
our news department. Photos (optional) with either paid obituaries or free notices 
cost $10 per photo. Obituaries may be emailed to news@brandonreporter.com.

Submissions must be received by 11 a.m. on Monday for publication in the 
Wednesday paper.

Obituary Guidelines
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ter submitting numerous videos 
and pictures of her riding and go-
ing through a lengthy interview 
process, she was finally approved.

The race, whose course changes 
every year and is kept secret until 
the last minute, can take riders 
through mountain passes, open 
valleys, river crossings, wetlands, 
floodplains, arid dunes, rolling 
hills, and of course, the famed 
Mongolian steppe. 

All across roughly 10 days of 
riding 13 hours a day and deal-
ing with all manner of difficul-
ties along the way—including 
weather, wolves, and the all-too-
common (in Mongolia) giant mar-
mot hole. 

“If you’re on a horse and you 
don’t really have a say in how 
fast you’re going to be going, you 
can’t be barreling through a field 
and fall in a marmot hole, which 
happened a lot,” she said.

Riders must carry all their mate-

rials and supplies (although meals 
are provided at checkpoints) and 
may not weigh more than 187 lbs., 
including their backpack (with 
camping supplies), in addition to 
a maximum of 11 lb. saddle bag. 
“When you’re out in the field, it’s 
just kind of you and your horse,” 
said Davenport.  

Some restrictions are made to 
keep the race close to what the ini-
tial Mongolian riders had to con-
tend with, but much of it is done 
with horse safety in mind. 

No horse may be ridden for 
more than one leg (about 40 km), 
and a team of vets checks each 
horse after each leg to ensure that 
they have not been over-ridden. 
“At each horse station, there are 
the herders who own the horses 
and help you get on and get sad-
dled,” she said. “There’s a whole 
team of medics that work for the 
race, a whole team of vets that 
work for the race, and some crew 
that are there to help support you.”

If the horses do not meet bench-
marks for health, the riders can 
suffer substantial time penalties—
penalties that frequently affect 
the outcome of races. As a result, 
Mongol Derby horses are injured 
at much lower rates than other 
types of horse racing. 

In America alone, there are ap-
proximately 700-800 racehorse 
fatalities annually. In contrast, the 
Derby has suffered only one such 
fatality since the race began in 
2009, and that horse is thought to 
have had an old injury or a con-
genital defect which contributed 
to its death.

“The horses are absolutely 
amazing athletes, but they’re so 
different from our horses,” said 
Davenport, who rode equestrian 
in college and showed on the 
American Quarter Horse Associa-
tion circuit.

“The Mongolian people are no-
madic,” she continued, “so when 
they’re in an area, they wrangle 
their horses, and when they go 
back somewhere else, they leave 
them. They’re wild half the year, 
so they really need to be treated 
like wild animals.”

Selecting good horses is a key 
to success, according to Daven-
port. “The [riders] who maybe 
had a worse time were more 
concerned about getting the race-
horses and being the fastest one 
out there rather than getting there 
in one piece, or they were in the 
back of the pack, so they only 
had a limited number of horses to 
choose from,” she said.

For her method, Davenport said 
she wanted to select horses with 
both experience and tempera-
ment, asking herders first if the 

horses were 
fast but then if 
they were well 
behaved.

 “I’d look 
at their feet—
they don’t have 
any farriers or 
b l acksmi th s 
up there, so 
[their hooves} 
naturally wear 
down—and if 
they had re-
ally long feet, 
I assumed 
they didn’t get 
worked very 
often, so I 
would usually 
pass on those,” 
she said. “Next, 
I would go up 
and see if I could pet his neck, and 
if I couldn’t pet his neck, then I 
passed on him.”

In addition to the horses, the 
elements play a huge role in the 
race. Davenport said it was a hot 
race this year, with temperatures 
regularly in the 80s and 90s, mak-
ing heat stroke and dehydration a 
common bugaboo among com-
petitors.

Of course, there are storms, too. 
“We only got two big rainstorms. 
When it rains, it really rains,” she 
said. “It was like quarter-sized 
hail, thunder, and lightning—re-
ally scary actually. That was the 
scariest moment I was out there. 
We were out in a field—the flat-
test field—it was me and another 
guy, Mike. At the end of it, I said, 
I’m just glad you were taller than 
me.”

“The vastness of everything—

you can’t even describe it,” she 
continued in reference to the 
landscape and its challenges, all 
of which make even finishing the 
race a massive achievement. Of 
the 47 riders who began this year’s 
race, only 33 finished. Davenport 
finished in a tie for 14th place.

Davenport said the comradery 
and sportsmanship among riders 
are high even though riders come 
from all over the world and spe-
cialize in a variety of riding styles, 
including endurance western, 
jumping, racing, dressage, and 
even ranchers. 

Davenport said all the riders did 
have one thing in common. “We 
all are equally crazy people. Cra-
zy horse people,” she said with 
a giggle. “We’re all equally as 
crazy, and kind of have the same 
philosophy in a lot of things. I met 

WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

Michael Jackman, 50 Years Experience 
David Wimett, 37 Years Experience
Mark Grant, 9 Years Experience

2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2016 TOYOTA TUNDRA DB
SR-TRD, 5.7L V8, auto, 4x4, 43k miles

$36,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2013 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
V6, auto, AWD, 3rd row seats, clean, 143k miles

$15,995

2015 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
4-cyl, auto, FWD, super nice, 161k miles

$11,995

2014 TOYOTA RAV 4 LIMITED
4-cyl, auto, AWD, leather, roof, 80k miles

$20,995
More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

MID-AUGUST SUPER SALE!MID-AUGUST SUPER SALE!

2020 VOLVO XC40 T5 MOMENTUM
2.5L turbo, auto, AWD, loaded, 15k miles

$40,500

Kayleigh Davenport
(Continued from Page 1)

THE MONGOL STEPPE shimmered after one of 
its heavy storms. 

Photo by Kayleigh Davenport

KAYLEIGH DAVENPORT

LENA HAUG, LEFT,  and Kayleigh Davenport, right, celebrate the 
end of their 10-day ride across Mongolia. 

Photo by Shari Thompson/The Equestrianists

(See Kayleigh Davenport, Page 10)
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that left two officers injured.
The arrest is just one of the 

dozens of interactions with 
Bartshe that involve BPD dat-
ing back to June 2022 and one 
of roughly 100 interactions dat-
ing back to 2015.

At issue since the RMHS call 
to BFPL on July 
1 has been Mr. 
Bartshe’s con-
ditions of re-
lease following 
the 2019 sexual 
assault case. 
The case has 
been delayed or 
prolonged due 
to numerous 
issues, includ-
ing COVID 
and difficulty 
arranging for 
sign language 
translators for 
the hearing-im-
paired Bartshe.

The Conditions of Release 
document from July 22, 2019, 
signed by Judge Thomas A. 
Zonay, stipulates that Mr. 
Bartshe “Follow care provid-
ers [sic] rules and Regulations 
[sic]. May not be left unsuper-
vise [sic] at any time.” RMHS 
is not explicitly named in the 
document, and Judge Zonay 
was unavailable for comment 
at the time of publication.

The Brandon selectboard 
heard from BFPL at the select-
board’s meeting on July 25. At 
that time, it was decided that 
they would write a letter of 
support for BFPL to gain clari-
fication on and assistance with 

the ongoing behavior of Mr. 
Bartshe.

In an email exchange ad-
dressed to Brandon Select-
board Chair Seth Hopkins and 
BFPL Board Chair David Rob-
erts sent on behalf of RMHS’s 
CEO Dick Courcelle and the 
Vermont Department of Dis-
abilities, Aging, & Independent 
Living (DAIL) Commissioner 
Monica White, White wrote the 
following:

 “There is 
no court or-
der of which 
we are aware 
that requires 
RMHS or any 
other agency 
to provide the 
Agency’s cli-
ent with 24/7 
supervision… 
Mis informa -
tion continues 
to circulate 
about the cli-
ent’s diagno-
ses, legal sta-
tus, conditions 
of release, 

etc., which is perpetuating a 
misunderstanding of the role 
and legal powers of the vari-
ous entities working together 
to best address this situation in 
the safest manner possible for 
all involved.”

RMHS, which has yet to 
make public comments on any 
aspect of the current develop-
ments, has declined multiple 
requests for clarification from 
The Reporter, citing privacy 
laws, stating, “There are cer-
tain instances where we can 
and, in fact, may be compelled 
to make disclosures, but re-
sponding to questions from a 
reporter does not fall within 

those exceptions.”
In an emailed response to 

Mr. Hopkins’s questions about 
the conditions of release, Mr. 
Courcelle wrote the follow-
ing: “We are not involved in 
the criminal case and therefore 
cannot speak to the validity of 
the provision you cite, except 
to say that this language from 
2019 does not require RMHS 
to provide 24/7 supervision. 
Any further questions about the 
provision in question should be 
directed to the criminal court.”

Following Mr. Bartshe’s re-
cent arrest, Acting State’s At-
torney Ian Sullivan sent an 
email to DAIL, RMHS, BFPL, 
the town of Brandon, and State 
Reps. Stephanie Jerome and 
Butch Shaw in an attempt to 
clarify the state’s position.

“It is clear to me that the situ-
ation in Brandon is extremely 
tense. In addition to the crimi-
nal cases that we are already 
prosecuting, there were deeply 
concerning statements that 
have left a library employee 
feeling unsafe at work,” he 
wrote. “Understandably, there 
is a very real concern and frus-
tration within the community. 
As far as I can tell, many well-
intentioned people are looking 
for a solution so that this situa-
tion ends without anyone being 
hurt.”

 “As potential solutions go, 
the criminal justice system of-
fers a limited universe of out-
comes; almost all of those de-
pend on the outcome of [Mr. 
Bartshe’s mental] competency 
litigation,” he continued. “If a 
new crime has been committed, 
a new prosecution can begin. 
A new prosecution affords the 
possibility of requesting new 
conditions of release, bail, pre-

trial detention, or a combina-
tion, depending on the specific 
facts and charges.”

Sullivan went on to discuss 
BPD’s involvement, as well as 
what the potential fallout from 
the most recent arrest may be, 
stating, “Chief Kachajian and I 
have been in contact about this 
incident. I now have a better 
sense of the incident BPD re-
sponded to and the response the 
officers chose. As I understand 
it, the officers deescalated a 
tense situation and connected a 
person in need of services with 
the available services.”

 “At this point,” he went on, 
“the State’s Attorney’s Office 
does not have a new violation 
of conditions of release to pros-
ecute. We are both committed 
to working together, within the 
laws and existing systems, to 
protect public safety.”

Sullivan went on to discuss 
the legal issues surrounding 
pre-trial detention, pointing out 
that Vermont’s laws make it 
rare because it is a “deprivation 
of liberty.” There are extreme 
circumstances that allow for 
pre-trial detention; however, 
they typically involve a person 
being charged with a life of-
fense such as murder, kidnap-
ping, and sexual assault, or a 
violent felony “where no con-
ditions can prevent a threat of 
future violence.”

In other words, Mr. Bartshe 
has not been charged with any 
of the above, and there is very 
little that the legal system can 
do barring a change in those 
circumstances. 

It’s unclear what legal op-
tions RMHS has available to 
find Mr. Bartshe a preferable 
living situation—a situation 
that BPD Chief David Kacha-
jian agrees would be better for 
both Brandon 
and Mr. Bart-
she. 

“He says 
he’s bored and 
doesn’t want to 
be in Brandon,” 
said Kachajian. 
“He just wants 
to go down to 
the hospital in 
Rutland.”

A c c o r d i n g 
to Kachajian, 
BPD has had 
almost no in-
teraction with 
RMHS regard-
ing Mr. Bart-
she’s recent 
spate of police 
interactions. “I 
haven’t heard 
a peep in I can’t remember 
when,” he said.” 

BFPL’s director Molly Ken-
nedy recently spoke alongside 
David Roberts at the RMHS 
board meeting, outlining 

their current frustrations with 
RMHS as well as the measures 
that the library has been forced 
to take to bring security to a 
level where librarians and com-
munity members alike might 
feel safe enough to return to the 
facility after a 10-day closure.

“As we prepare to reopen 
on August 16, we have put in 
place extra safety measures to 
ensure

our staff can be at work 
without being afraid,” said 
Kennedy, outlining a sweep-
ing security plan that includes 
mace training with BPD, the 
installation of trauma packs, 
evacuation and security drills, 
a new Bluetooth deadbolt sys-
tem, Livestream security cam-
era system, the installation of a 
safe room, the implementation 
of a neighborhood watch sys-
tem, and a police call button.

“We’ve done everything in 
our power to provide a safe 
work environment, and these 
measures

will hopefully enable our co-
worker to return to work safely 
until this individual is appro-
priately supported,” said Ken-
nedy.

 “In the meantime,” she con-
tinued, “we are asking that you 
prioritize this situation to en-
sure an expedient resolution; 
allowing the library to return 
its focus to supporting the 
greater Brandon community 
rather than exhausting its lim-
ited resources on this mental 
health crisis.”

Mr. Roberts spoke more di-
rectly about the situation’s im-
pact on the community.

“Neighbors living next door 
are afraid to let their children 
play in their yard. These chil-
dren see the police and ambu-
lance come to this house over 

and over again. 
Many times, 
they hear a lot 
of yelling and 
fighting but 
hide in their 
rooms,” he 
said. 

“The po-
lice recently 
visited a re-
tired school 
teacher living 
nearby who 
was fright-
ened to leave 
her home,” 
he continued. 
“ C h i l d r e n 
have told their 
parents that 
they have seen 
a ‘big man 

walking around buck naked’ in 
the yard. How would you feel if 
your 10-year-old granddaugh-
ter lived next door?”

“We asked for help to keep 

Bartshe
(Continued from Page 1)

MONTPELIER — The Com-
munity College of Vermont 
(CCV) and Vermont Student As-
sistance Corporation (VSAC) are 
expanding a program to provide 
Vermonters with a debt-free col-
lege degree. 

The 802 Opportunity Grant 
provides free tuition to Vermont-
ers with a household income of 
$75,000 or less that do not already 
have a bachelor’s degree. The 
grant is available to new or return-
ing students of any age. According 
to US Census data, the median 
household income in Vermont is 
$63,477.

The 802 Opportunity Grant is 
a natural extension of CCV and 
VSAC’s work to address college 
affordability. “The 802 Opportu-
nity Grant allows Vermonters to 

invest in themselves,” said CCV 
President Joyce Judy. “This pro-
gram removes a barrier and pro-
vides a boost to Vermont families, 
communities, and businesses. We 
are proud to partner with VSAC 
to expand access to an affordable 
education in Vermont.”

Funding for 802 Opportunity 
was approved by Governor Scott 
and the Vermont Legislature in the 
summer of 2021 as part of a record 
investment in training and work-
force programs. Now in its second 
year, the program had an original 
income threshold of $50,000. 

“We know that education is the 
greatest equalizer when it comes 
to economic opportunity,” said 
Scott Giles, President and CEO of 
VSAC. “Education beyond high 
school is required for Vermont’s 

high-demand, high-wage jobs—
the jobs that Vermonters want and 
the jobs that our employers need 
to fill. This program is a game 
changer for many traditional-age 
students and working adult stu-
dents and one of the most impor-
tant investments in higher educa-
tion the state can make.”

802 Opportunity, in combina-
tion with state and federal grant 
aid, covers tuition for all credits in 
a degree program of the student’s 
choice, as well as the $100 admin-
istrative fee. The grant does not 
cover lab and studio fees, books, 
or other supplies.

CCV’s fall semester begins on 
Tuesday, Sept. 6.

To learn more about the 802 Op-
portunity Grant, visit ccv.edu/act-
now or vsac.org/802Opportunity

802 Opportunity Grant to offer  
free college tuition to Vermonters

“As potential solu-
tions go, the crimi-
nal justice system 
offers a limited 
universe of out-
comes; almost all of 
those depend on the 
outcome of [Mr. Bart-
she’s mental] com-
petency litigation.” 

—Ian Sullivan, Acting 
State's Attorney

“Neighbors living 
next door are afraid 
to let their children 
play in their yard. 
These children see 
the police and am-
bulance come to 
this house over and 
over again. Many 
times, they hear a 
lot of yelling and 
fighting but hide in 
their rooms.”

—David Roberts 
BFPL Board Chair

(See Bartshe, Page 10)
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BY LYN DES MARAIS
BRANDON — I am often 

asked about what plant should 
be planted where. Let’s start 
with the basics: hardiness zones 
of plants and shrubs, soil type, 
water needs, and the amount of 
sunlight needed are key facts to 
know before you plant.  

Sales of perennials are upon 
us. I fi nd that sales of plants are 
so hard for me to resist. I often 
say I’m not buying another plant 
only to come home with 10-12 
crammed into the back seat of a 
car. 

But before you buy or plant, 
it helps to know what conditions 
your garden has that will affect 
whether that gorgeous sale plant 
will thrive.

Most plants sold around mid-
Vermont are appropriate for 
Zone 5a. But there’s more to a 
plant’s survival than the US har-
diness plant zone map.
WHAT IS THE US HARDI-

NESS PLANT ZONE MAP?
The fi rst map of hardiness 

zones traces back to Boston, 
Ma, and the Arnold Arboretum, 
in 1927. The map was a guide 
to show interested people vari-
ous perennial plants and shrubs 
and their ability to survive in dif-
ferent parts of the United States 
based on the lowest average cold 
temperature, and it was a hit.

The USDA created a map 
of 13 hardiness zones in 1960 
with data from hundreds of US 
weather stations. It updated that 
map in 1990 and again in 2012.

The 13 zones cover the entire 
United States, with each zone en-
compassing a ten-degree change 
in Fahrenheit. Every zone has an 
‘a’ or ‘b’ designation that splits 
the zones in half. Brandon’s zip 
code,  05733, is designated Zone 
5a.
WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?  

It means that the average mini-
mum temperature of this region 

is between -15 
and -20 de-
grees Fahren-
heit in winter. 
That sounds 
very cold. Some 
might say, “But 
it’s not that cold 
for very long.” 
Others might 
say, “the wind 
chill makes it 
even colder.” 
Still, others 
say “plants can 
freeze at  25 
degrees in the 
spring.”  

All of these 
statements are 
true—many fac-
tors,  including 
t e m p e r a t u r e , 
will affect the 
longevity of 

your perennial plants.
That means gardeners in Bran-

don (and we are lucky there are 
so many talented gardeners here) 
can plant all sorts of glorious 
perennials that typically thrive 
in our zone: tulips, daffodils, 
iris,  peonies, echinacea, daisies, 
hosta,  daylilies, hydrangea, hya-
cinth, turtlehead, lupin, blueber-
ries, raspberries, and lilacs to 
name only a few.

Looking at all the different 
gardens and different combina-
tions of fl owers when walking 
around town is a treat.

What other factors affect 
whether your perennials will 
survive?

So many: soil type, pH of the 
soil, altitude, proximity to water, 
snow cover, wind, summer heat, 
rapid changes in temperature, 
water needs, and exposure to the 
sun are a few important ones.
SOIL

Brandon has sand, gravel, 
loam, and clay as soil types. Soil 
sampling is an inexpensive way 
to help you determine the acid-
ity of your soil before you buy 
plants and plant them.

Once you’ve determined soil 
type, you’ll know what additives 
or amendments to add to your 
garden. For example, our soil is 
primarily clay, so I add compost 
and sand to make it more granu-
lar and less compact and hard. 
Then there's pH—some plants, 
like peonies,  prefer sweet or ba-
sic soil. Others, like blueberries, 
love acidic soils.
SUNLIGHT AND WATER

Once you’ve got a handle on 
your soil type, record the hours 
of sun and shade in your garden 
and know where water runs off 
and where it pools. This should 
be done ideally the season before 
planting. Keep notes and grab 
ideas from gardens you love. 

Write down what you want. 
Do you want all one plant? All 

one color? Contrasting colors? 
What heights? Do you have fa-
vorites you can’t live without?  
Do you have mainly shade or sun 
where you want your garden?

Save pictures from the inter-
net, magazines, and newspapers. 
Dream, plan and think (where is 
the closest water source?). You’ll 
be happy you did when you need 
to water the new plants or seeds. 

Once you’ve determined your 
zone ( be conservative—I as-
sume I'm Zone 4 because we 
have lots of wind here that dries 
in summer and drops the tem-
perature in winter), soil types, 
water, and light, you are ready to 
plant. The planning takes time, 
but the planting takes very little 

time.
You can grow nearly every 

fl ower and vegetable from seed. 
I recommend trying at least a 
few: daisies, poppies and corn-
fl ower, basil, mint, lettuce, cher-
ry tomatoes, spinach, and most 
squash. It’s simple and so satis-
fying. Plant starts are great also. 
If you like a fully grown plant,  
head for those perennial sales. 

For the daredevils among you 
who say, “What if I choose a 
zone 6 perennial and put it in my 
garden anyway?” I say, ‘Why 
not? Be brave. Try it; it may sur-
vive. If it does not, there’s anoth-
er name for it—an annual.

To paraphrase Helen Keller—
life is a glorious adventure. To 
quote Warren Kimble, “Just have 
fun!”

What’s the deal with hardiness zones?

GARDENING CORNERGARDENING CORNER

PEONIES AND IRISES combine to make a bold addition to any garden. Photos by Lyn Des Marais

 HOSTAS LOOK SHARP around the base of a silver maple tree.

KNOWING YOUR HARDINESS zones can 
make the difference between bloom or bust.
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VERMONT — Vermont’s res-
ident Canada goose hunting sea-
son will be held from September 
1 through September 25 to help 
control Vermont’s resident Can-
ada goose population prior to 
the arrival of Canada geese mi-
grating south from Canada, ac-
cording to the Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Department.

The season will be open state-
wide with a daily bag limit of 
fi ve Canada geese in the Con-
necticut River Zone and eight in 
the rest of Vermont.

A second Canada goose hunt-
ing season for resident and mi-
grant birds will be held October 
15-November 13, with a daily 
bag limit of one Canada goose 
in the Lake Champlain Zone and 
Interior Vermont Zone. 

In the Connecticut River Zone, 
the second Canada goose season 
will be October 4-November 6 
and November 23-December 

18, with a daily bag limit of two 
Canada geese.

New this year is a late Canada 
goose season targeting resident 
birds.  Within the Lake Cham-
plain and Interior zones, the sea-
son will be held from December 
1 to January 21, with a fi ve-bird 
daily bag limit.  The season will 
run from December 19 to Janu-
ary 21 in the Connecticut River 
zone and applies only to the 
lands of the zone, not Connecti-
cut River waters.

  A hunting license is required, 
and a waterfowl hunter 16 or 
older must carry current federal 
and Vermont duck stamps.  Fed-
eral stamps are sold at post of-
fi ces, federal refuges, and on the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
website https://www.fws.gov/
birds/get-involved/duck-stamp.
php.  

Vermont duck stamps can be 
added to your hunting license 

on Vermont Fish & Wildlife’s 
website (www.vtfi shandwildlife.
com) and through license agents.  
The hunter must sign the federal 
duck stamp. 

 All migratory game bird 
hunters must also be registered 
with the Harvest Information 
Program (H.I.P.).  This can be 
done on Vermont Fish and Wild-
life’s website or by calling toll-
free at 1-877-306-7091.  After 
providing some basic informa-
tion, you will receive your an-
nual H.I.P. registration number, 
which you then need to record 
on your hunting license.

 A printable copy of migratory 
bird hunting regulations can be 
downloaded from the Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife website under 
“Hunt” – “Waterfowl.”  A print-
ed version will also be available 
from license agents and post of-
fi ces.  

Vermont’s resident Canada goose 
hunting seasons announced

our threatened Librarian safe,” 
he continued. “Every conversa-
tion went silent or was ignored. 
The Brandon Police, Rutland 
ER, Rutland County State’s At-
torney,

Brandon Select Board, Bran-
don Rescue Squad, and many 
community members all asked 
why

Rutland Mental Health 
wasn’t taking action. Instead of 
helping us in the most signifi -
cant crisis this library has ever 
faced, Rutland Mental Health 
employees treated our librar-
ians like they were the prob-
lem. It was insinuated that the 
librarians were making too big 
of a deal out of this situation. 
We were ignored and accused 
of mischaracterizing the situa-
tion.”

No member of RMHS added 
any comment to either Rob-
erts’s or Kennedy’s statements 
during the meeting or at The 
Reporter’s request following 
the meeting.

Following a recent confer-
ence call with Mr. Courcelle 
and Ms. White, Brandon Se-
lectboard Chair Seth Hopkins 
expressed some optimism that 
RMHS was taking the town’s 
concerns seriously, stating, 
“My hope would be that a state-
ment would be forthcoming,” 
he said.

Town Manager David Ather-
ton, who was also on the call, 
expressed a similar sentiment. 
“Something might come down 
the pike soon,” he said. “They 
told us what they could. They’re 
looking for a solution—I don’t 
think it will happen overnight.

In the meantime, it will con-
tinue to fall to Chief Kacha-
jian and BPD to do what’s in 
their power to keep Brandon 
and Bartshe safe, despite their 
limited abilities. “We’re doing 
what we need to do as a police 
department,” he said. “We are 
checking off boxes. We need 
[the other] agencies to do what 
they need to do to fi x this prob-
lem.”

Bartshe
(Continued from Page 8)

CANADA GEESE FLYING in formation through a cloudless blue sky. 

so many great people.”
She says she has kept up with 

her fellow competitors since the 
race ended on August 1. “Every-
one kind of has post derby blues 
getting back into normal life, so 
we’re all commiserating togeth-
er.”

Davenport mentioned fi tness 

and preparations as key to her 
success, but she also mentioned 
the importance of keeping things 
emotionally light. “Roll with the 
punches and prepare as much as 
you can. You’ve got to have a 
sense of humor,” she said.

As for future plans, Davenport 
says, “I don’t think I would [do 
it again]. I think some things are 

once in a lifetime for a reason.  
And I had such a fortunate time 
and got really lucky, got good 
horses; I don’t think I could ever 
get this lucky again.”

 “I loved it. It was amazing,” 
she continued. “I keep seeing peo-
ple saying, “oh, you made it back 
in one piece,” and I’m like—I am 
wholer than I have ever been.”

Kayleigh Davenport
(Continued from Page 7)



The Reporter, August 17, 2022 — Page 11

We do Trees!
Educated, Experienced and Fully Insured Professionals

Thad Poremski
(802) 

345-2815

Planting • Pruning • Removing • Repairing
Stump Removal • Timber Harvesting • Land Clearing • Firewood

89 Stevens Road Pittsford, VT | 802-483-6550
Mon-Fri: 7AM-4PM & Sat: 8AM-12PM | www.gagnonlumber.com

Native 
Vermont Lumber

Gagnon 
Lumber

Hemlock Framing Stock • Pine Shiplap Siding 
Pine Tongue & Groove • Custom Cut Timbers

Bark Mulch – Delivery Available

jected if my photos aren’t clear 
enough.”

 At this point, Wetmore reck-
ons she’s spotted almost 600 
species in North America. Still 
on her bucket list is the Swain-

son’s Warbler, a rare species na-
tive to the southeast U.S. 

And of all the species she’s 
heard, Wetmore still thinks that 
Vermont’s state bird, the Hermit 
Thrush, has the most beautiful 
song. When she pulled it up on 

YouTube, I had to 
agree. The call isn’t 
especially melodic, 
but the tone is ex-
ceptionally sweet.

 On a good day in 
Brandon, it’s pos-
sible to spot up to 
40 different species 
in a single outing, 
Wetmore said. Dur-
ing spring and fall 
migration seasons, 
early mornings are 
best. “They’ve been 
traveling all night 
and need to stop to 
feed. They often mi-
grate in groups, so 
if you find the right 
spot, you can see a 
lot of activity.”

 Brandon itself is 

known among birders as a “hot 
spot.” The terrain varies, with 
woods, marshes, meadows, and 
farms. There’s something for 
every species that travels up and 
down the Eastern Seaboard. “If 
you want to attract birds to your 
backyard, put out black oil sun-
flower seeds,” Wetmore said. 
“Plant fruit trees. Birds will go 
where there’s food.”

 Anyone in the area who’s in-
terested in getting started should 
contact the Rutland County 
Audubon Society (rutland-
countyaudubon.org). There are 
monthly walks that are open 
to all. A pair of binoculars is a 
must, said Wetmore.  And pa-
tience, persistence, and curiosity. 

 “People can contact me at ii-
birdvt@icloud.com,” said Wet-
more. “I get emails and calls all 
the time. They always ask, ‘Are 
you the bird lady?’”  

It’s 100% clear that she is—
and that she loves it.

Sue Wetmore
(Continued from Page 3)

SUE WETMORE

VERMONT — The Vermont 
Department of Libraries, in col-
laboration with the Department 
of Corrections, has provided 
over $42,000 
in books to the 
six state cor-
rectional facili-
ties. The books 
will refresh 
the facilities’ 
library collec-
tions available 
to incarcerated 
individuals. 

The fund-
ing was part of 
the American 
Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) 
grant provided 
to the Vermont 
D e p a r t m e n t 
of Libraries by the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services 
(IMLS).

The IMLS ARPA funding is 
meant to help libraries update 
collections, spaces, and equip-
ment for safe operations and ex-
pand programming possibilities, 
aiming to improve and increase 
services to end-users. The De-
partment of Libraries is respon-
sible for distributing the funds to 
libraries across Vermont to meet 
these goals.

The Department of Libraries 
believes that “every citizen of 
the State of Vermont should have 
access to the educational, cultur-

al, recreational, informational, 
and research benefits of librar-
ies.” This effort aims to support 
the libraries in the correctional 

facilities around 
the state as they 
work to provide 
that access to in-
carcerated Ver-
monters.

“Access to 
reading mate-
rials is vitally 
important to in-
dividuals who 
are incarcerated 
in Vermont, as 
books both sup-
port academic 
coursework and 
provide cultural 
enrichment. The 
ARPA funds 

available to us through IMLS 
enabled the Department of Li-
braries to work with colleagues 
at the Department of Corrections 
in bolstering collections at all 
six correctional facilities in our 
state,” said State Librarian Cath-
erine Delneo. “The books were 
selected to meet the individuals’ 
recreational and informational 
needs while considering a wide 
range of reading levels.”

“Reading may be the single 
greatest skill of humankind. It 
enables us to know where we’ve 
been, understand where we are, 
and dream of where we might 
go,” said Department of Correc-

tions Commissioner Nicholas 
Deml. “These new resources 
from the Department of Librar-
ies will benefit those in our care 
and custody, whether they are 
looking to learn new things, to 
build skills that will support 
them when they’re released, or 
to get lost in another world for a 
while. We are so appreciative of 
this effort and our partners at the 
Department of Libraries.”

About the Vermont Depart-
ment of Corrections: The Ver-
mont Department of Corrections 
is charged with overseeing cor-
rectional facilities and super-
vising people on probation and 
parole. The Department of Cor-

rections is part of the Agency of 
Human Services. To learn more, 
visit doc.vermont.gov. Follow 
Vermont DOC on Facebook and 
Twitter.

About the Vermont Depart-
ment of Libraries: The Ver-
mont Department of Librar-
ies—housed within the Vermont 
Agency of Administration—sup-
ports Vermont libraries as they 
work to ensure access to qual-
ity information for their patrons. 
To learn more, visit libraries.
vermont.gov or follow them on 
Facebook, Twitter, and Insta-
gram.

About IMLS: The Institute of 
Museum and Library Services 

is the primary source of federal 
support for the nation's approxi-
mately 120,000 libraries and 
35,000 museums and related 
organizations. The agency’s mis-
sion is to inspire libraries and 
museums to advance innovation, 
lifelong learning, and cultural 
and civic engagement. Its grant-
making, policy development, 
and research help libraries and 
museums deliver valuable ser-
vices that make it possible for 
communities and individuals to 
thrive. To learn more, visit http://
www.imls.gov or follow them on 
Facebook and Twitter.

New funding to refresh prison library collections

“Reading may be the 
single greatest skill 
of humankind. It 
enables us to know 
where we’ve been, 
understand where 
we are, and dream 
of where we might 
go,” 

—Nicholas Deml,  
Department of  

Corrections Commissioner
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Sundays, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm, until October 9.

Bandwagon Summer Series: Soggy Po' Boys 
The Next Stage Bandwagon Summer Series and Twilight 
Music present an outdoor evening of New Orleans-style jazz 
with the Soggy Po' Boys, Saturday, , at 6:00 p.m., Cooper 
Field in Putney.

The Soggy Po Boys, native to New England, have quickly 
become an institution. They are spreading the good news 
of New Orleans music across the northeast and beyond, 
playing at concert halls and street corners; music festivals 
and burlesque festivals; bars and libraries; wherever the 
party requires. Part of the beauty of New Orleans music is 
that it's celebrated and appreciated wherever it goes, from 
the street to the theater.

The Bandwagon Summer Series is a family-friendly outdoor 
cultural performance series running from early May through 
mid-October. More than 20 performances ranging from a 
diverse group of musical styles, circus arts, dance, and the-
ater will take place at ballfields, farms, and parks throughout 
Windham County. Kids under 12 always get in for free, and 
a dedicated play area will be available at all shows. Refresh-
ments are sold onsite, including the return of last summer’s 
hugely popular Barr Hill cocktails, and the new addition of 
some selections from Mad River Distillers.

21: 
Mount Independenc-Hubbardton  
Military Road car tour  
Participate in a guided driving tour along part of the 1776-
77 Mount Independence-Hubbardton Military Road. The 
tour starts with an orientation at the Hubbardton Battlefield 
State Historic Site in Hubbardton. Meet there at 10:00 a.m. 
with your own vehicle. The tour will make various stops 
along the way, ending at 1:00 p.m. in Center Rutland. 

The11th annual driving tour is hosted by Jim Rowe, historian 
of the Crown Point Road Association. Tickets are $4.00 for 
adults, free for children under 15, and include admission to 
the Hubbardton Battlefield State Historic Site. The Hub-
bardton Battlefield is located at 5696 Monument Hill Road. 
Listed in the National Register of Historic Places, it is the 
site of the only Revolutionary War battle fought in Vermont. 
It is open Thursdays through Sundays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For 
information on the Vermont State-Owned Historic Sites, 
visit: www.historicsites.vermont.gov or join the Vermont 
State Historic Sites group on Facebook.

24: 
You are invited to BARN OPERA's Open House! 
From 7p.m.–9p.m. join Artistic Director, Joshua Collier, 
members of the BARN OPERA artistic team, and the Board 
of Directors of BARN OPERA for the first public open house 
in the new BARN OPERA House, in advance of our produc-
tion of Ariadne auf Naxos in September.

Come see the Barn, have a glass of wine, take pictures in 
the beautiful space, make sure you have tickets to the show, 
and see all the projects that we have in the works and where 
you might be able to be a part of the BARN OPERA story. 
The BARN OPERA House is located at 1321 Pearl Street, 
Brandon, Vt, 05733.

Shoreham Congregational Church hosts presentation  
by Age Well VT 
Starting at 1:00 p.m. Age Well Vermont focuses on the 
lifestyle, happiness, and wellness of the elderly in Addison 
County and several other counties in Vermont. This non-
profit organization works to reduce barriers by providing 
access to healthy meals, in-home care, and community pro-
grams. They have many options to help both caregivers and 
individuals who want to remain in their own homes as long 
as possible. They also act as a clearinghouse for information 
about a variety of agencies to help our aging population. 
They will give a presentation of their programs and activities 
at the Shoreham Congregational Church. This program is 
free and open to the public. It will be useful for all elderly 
people and those caring for them. Please come and learn 
about this tremendous resource.

Tuesday:
Chess Club 
Join us every Tuesday evening for a fun night of chess 
from 4:00–6:00 p.m. at the Godnick Adult Center, 1 
Deer Street, Rutland.
Brandon Public Library Pins & Needles Crafting Group 
The club will meet 5:30–7 p.m.

Brandon Public Library Teen Advisory Group 
This advisory group meets every first Tuesday of the 
month from 3:30–5 p.m.

Brandon Public Library Book Discussion Group 
Starting at 6 p.m., this group also meets every first 
Tuesday of the month.
Brain Club: Virtual Weekly Community Education 
Series  
Brain Club is a weekly community education series 
(6–7 pm resuming July 12) where we will be joined by 
professionals from various fields to teach us about dif-
ferent ways that brains of all types navigate everyday 
life, followed by Q&A from the audience. Each week 
will have a presenter or panel about a different topic, 
oriented around a monthly theme. All webinars are 
recorded for on-demand viewing.

Wednesdays:
Brandon Public Library Meditation Group 
Meet us for an hour of calm from 12:30–1:30 p.m.
Music At The Riverbend Summer Concerts 
The warmth of the late-day sun on your face . . . the 
swell of music and the smell of popcorn carried on an 
evening breeze . . . Brandon’s wonderful summer con-
cert series have attracted over 100 folks to each perfor-
mance and over 200 to some of them!! Every Wednes-
day night in July and August, the beautiful grounds 
behind the Brandon Inn is the site of free concerts for 
our community. We have an eclectic line-up of bands 
on tap. Join the folks who come out and relax with 
some quality music with their friends and neighbors. 
The kids have fun running around the pretty grounds 
next to the Neshobe River, and we all enjoy free pop-

corn! Adult beverages are served up by the Brandon 
Inn, available in the outdoor lounge area, so you don’t 
miss a note of the music.At this time rain outs will NOT 
be held inside the Inn. We’ll try to put a sign out that 
states “No Concert Tonight”.Thanks for your support 
in our fundraisers and for coming out to support the 
great bands we have year after year. It’s great to be 
part of live community music! Make a secure online 
donation here to help support the Brandon Summer 
Concert Series.  Many thanks to the generosity of the 
Brandon Inn for sharing their space with us! For more 
information, contact the Chamber at 802-247-6401 or 
info@brandon.org

Thursdays:
Summer Storytime Playgroup with Sophie 
Join us at 10 am at the Maclure Library. for stories, 
crafts, snacks and free play!

16–20:
The Vermont State Fair  
The Fair will be held, as always, in Rutland from August 
16 to 20. Gates open at 5 p.m. on Tuesday, August 16, 
and 8 a.m. Wednesday through Saturday with gates 
closing nightly at 10 p.m. This year’s fair will feature a 
variety of games, food, rides, music, and fun, includ-
ing; Rosaire’s racing pigs; horse, ox, and VTPA truck 
and tractor pulls; dog dock diving; chainsaw carving, 
a dairy show; Pond Hill Rodeo; a demolition derby; 
performances by Vanilla Ice, Coolio, Rob Base, Tone 
Loc, Young Mc; educational displays at the Philbrook 
Forestry building with appearances from Smokey Bear; 
and much, much more. For a complete list of details, 
see the website at: www.vermontstatefair.org. 

17:
Blood Root Gap 
Blood Root Gap will play their signature blend of “lo-
cally sourced, free-range bluegrass” as part of the 
Music at the Riverbend series in Brandon behind the 
Brandon Inn from 7 to 9 p.m. Bring your lawn chairs 
and picnic blankets and come listen to great music with 
friends and neighbors. Free.
Bees Besieged: A History of Beekeeping,  
At 7 p.m. at the Salisbury Meeting House, 853 Maple 
St., Salisbury. Beekeeping goes back 10,000 years, but 
bees have been much in the news recently as a multi-

pronged scourge has devastated many of the nation’s 
2.5 million colonies. Meanwhile, hobby beekeeping has 
grown exponentially in the country. Bill Mares, writer, 
and beekeeper for 45 years, will tell of the origins and 
evolution of beekeeping, sometimes referred to as 

“farming for intellectuals,” with a particular emphasis on 
his research in Vermont.

This talk is free, open to the public, and accessible to 
those with disabilities. Hosted jointly by The Salisbury 
Historical Society and The Salisbury Conservation 
Commission. Bees Besieged: A History of Beekeeping 
is a Vermont Humanities program supported in part by 
the National Endowment for the Arts.
Seven to Sunset Concert Series: Emma Cook & The 
Questionable Company 
A new band will play from the Gazebo at Main Street 
Park every Wednesday throughout the Summer start-
ing at 7 p.m.! The Rutland City Band will be playing 
Sundays throughout the Summer at Main Street Park.

Emma Cook is a vocalist, songwriter, and instrumental-
ist.  Cook is an open book, and her music marks the 
moment in time.  With thoughtful lyrics and upbeat 
grooves, her songwriting is rooted in the natural way of 
things and influenced by her upbringing in the rich folk 
and roost scene of Michigan.  emma brings an expres-
sive vocal range and intricate rhythm to every song, 
original or cover.  

19: 
DaddyLongLegs Band 
Concert at the Henry Sheldon Museum, 5 p.m. Dad-
dyLongLegs is the confluence of three well-known 
Vermont musicians - Rick Ceballos, David Gusakov, and 
Matt Witten, whose talents merge to form a dynamic 
and highly original traditional folk trio. Their instru-
ments include banjo, guitar, and fiddle. There is no 
charge for the concert. 

Stop by for this informal evening of music—attendees 
can sit under the IPJ Tent, are welcome to bring a 
picnic supper, and are encouraged to bring chairs or 
blankets. The Sheldon Museum is located at One Park 
Street, Middlebury. For more information, visit www.
HenrySheldonMuseum.org or call 802-388-2117. `

20: 
Blast from the Past: Historic engines at Chimney Point 
From 10 a.m.–3 p.m. several members of the Vermont 
Gas and Steam Engine Association will be on the 
grounds of the Chimney Point State Historic Site in 
Addison to showcase examples of historical gas and/
or steam engines. They will demonstrate how these 
engines worked and what they were used for. Stop by 
to observe, learn, and ask your questions.

 Visit the Chimney Point museum while you’re here. Ad-
mission is $5.00 for adults and free for children under 
15. The Chimney Point State Historic Site is located at 
8149 VT Route 17 in Addison, at the Vermont foot of 
the Lake Champlain Bridge. Call 802-759-2412 for infor-
mation. The site is regularly open Thursdays through 

August 
Calendar of events

August 27 Melissa Moorehouse 
September 10 Jim Shaw 
September 24 Patrick Fitzsimmons

All shows 11a-1p in Kennedy Park.  
Sponsored by the Downtown Brandon Alliance.

Kennedy Park Concerts

An exciting group of artists will present sculptural 
installations for SculptFest22 at the Carving Studio 
and Sculpture Center. The opening reception for the 
annual exhibition is scheduled for 5:00 to 8:00 PM 
on Saturday, September 10. 

Proposals were submitted in response to this 
year’s theme of “Games.” Guest curator Evan 
Morse selected site-specific works by artists Haley 
Kean, Dway Lunkad, John Morris & Maya Murphy, 
Samantha Newman, Melissa Shaak, Laurie Sheridan 
and Phil Whitman. 

The opening reception is free and open to the 
public, featuring refreshments and live music by 
“Moose Crossing.” SculptFest22 closes October 23. 
For more information, please contact the Carving 
Studio and Sculpture Center by telephone at (802) 
438-2097 or email to info@carvingstudio.org. 

West Rutland SculptFest22 Sept. 10, 5–8 p.m.
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Sundays, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm, until October 9.

Bandwagon Summer Series: Soggy Po' Boys
The Next Stage Bandwagon Summer Series and Twilight 
Music present an outdoor evening of New Orleans-style jazz 
with the Soggy Po' Boys, Saturday, , at 6:00 p.m., Cooper 
Field in Putney.

The Soggy Po Boys, native to New England, have quickly 
become an institution. They are spreading the good news 
of New Orleans music across the northeast and beyond, 
playing at concert halls and street corners; music festivals 
and burlesque festivals; bars and libraries; wherever the 
party requires. Part of the beauty of New Orleans music is 
that it's celebrated and appreciated wherever it goes, from 
the street to the theater.

The Bandwagon Summer Series is a family-friendly outdoor 
cultural performance series running from early May through 
mid-October. More than 20 performances ranging from a 
diverse group of musical styles, circus arts, dance, and the-
ater will take place at ballfi elds, farms, and parks throughout 
Windham County. Kids under 12 always get in for free, and 
a dedicated play area will be available at all shows. Refresh-
ments are sold onsite, including the return of last summer’s 
hugely popular Barr Hill cocktails, and the new addition of 
some selections from Mad River Distillers.

21: 
Mount Independenc-Hubbardton 
Military Road car tour
Participate in a guided driving tour along part of the 1776-
77 Mount Independence-Hubbardton Military Road. The 
tour starts with an orientation at the Hubbardton Battlefi eld 
State Historic Site in Hubbardton. Meet there at 10:00 a.m. 
with your own vehicle. The tour will make various stops 
along the way, ending at 1:00 p.m. in Center Rutland. 

The11th annual driving tour is hosted by Jim Rowe, historian 
of the Crown Point Road Association. Tickets are $4.00 for 
adults, free for children under 15, and include admission to 
the Hubbardton Battlefi eld State Historic Site. The Hub-
bardton Battlefi eld is located at 5696 Monument Hill Road. 
Listed in the National Register of Historic Places, it is the 
site of the only Revolutionary War battle fought in Vermont. 
It is open Thursdays through Sundays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For 
information on the Vermont State-Owned Historic Sites, 
visit: www.historicsites.vermont.gov or join the Vermont 
State Historic Sites group on Facebook.

24: 
You are invited to BARN OPERA's Open House!
From 7p.m.–9p.m. join Artistic Director, Joshua Collier, 
members of the BARN OPERA artistic team, and the Board 
of Directors of BARN OPERA for the fi rst public open house 
in the new BARN OPERA House, in advance of our produc-
tion of Ariadne auf Naxos in September.

Come see the Barn, have a glass of wine, take pictures in 
the beautiful space, make sure you have tickets to the show, 
and see all the projects that we have in the works and where 
you might be able to be a part of the BARN OPERA story. 
The BARN OPERA House is located at 1321 Pearl Street, 
Brandon, Vt, 05733.

Shoreham Congregational Church hosts presentation 
by Age Well VT
Starting at 1:00 p.m. Age Well Vermont focuses on the 
lifestyle, happiness, and wellness of the elderly in Addison 
County and several other counties in Vermont. This non-
profi t organization works to reduce barriers by providing 
access to healthy meals, in-home care, and community pro-
grams. They have many options to help both caregivers and 
individuals who want to remain in their own homes as long 
as possible. They also act as a clearinghouse for information 
about a variety of agencies to help our aging population. 
They will give a presentation of their programs and activities 
at the Shoreham Congregational Church. This program is 
free and open to the public. It will be useful for all elderly 
people and those caring for them. Please come and learn 
about this tremendous resource.

26: 
Blueberry Hill Inn: Patti Casey & Colin McCaffrey
Casey and McCaffrey are two of Vermont’s most beloved 
musical treasures, having created individually and together 
an artistic landscape as ruggedly beautiful as the Green 
Mountains of Vermont, where they both grew up. Gorgeous 
vocal harmonies and rock solid acoustic instrumental work 

– both are internationally known as award-winning songwrit-
ers and singers – together their ease and humor onstage 
give you a chance to catch your breath from the last song, 
which may just have taken it away.

Reservations for each pizza night will open the Monday prior 
to the event. We appreciate advance reservations.  We do 
not offer a music-only rate. Pizza and live music are $35 per 
person, $25 for kids 11 and under, and kids 5 and under are 
free. Includes pizza and inn-made lemonade or iced tea and 
live music. Hearty Salad,  LuLu Icecream, and Blueberry Hill 
Cookies are available to purchase on-site!

28:
Grace Coolidge Musicale features “Eloquent Expressions”
The President Calvin Coolidge State Historic Site in Plym-
outh Notch will host a Grace Coolidge Musicales on Sunday, 

at 3:00 p.m.  The 45-minute concert, entitled “Eloquent Ex-
pressions” is free to the public thanks to the generous sup-
port of the Donchian Foundation. Donations are welcome. 

Pianist Abigail Charbeneau and Cellist Kate Jensik will per-
form musical works by Robert Schumann, Antonio Vivaldi, 
Gabriel Faure, Camille Saint-Saens, and Ola Gjeilo.  The mu-
sicale will be held in the Grace Coolidge Room of the Mu-
seum & Education Center at the President Calvin Coolidge 
State Historic Site.  The performance will feature the piano 
that was given to Mrs. Coolidge by the Baldwin Company 
and used in the family quarters at The White House.  

A celebrity in its own right, this grand piano was once 
played by the composer and virtuoso pianist Sergei Rach-
maninoff and is said to be the fi rst piano ever to be trans-
ported in an airplane. The President Calvin Coolidge State 
Historic Site is open Tuesday – Sunday through Oct. 16, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.  For further information and event listings 
call 802-672-3773, visit www.historicsites.vermont.gov, or on 
Facebook at Vermont State Historic Sites.

Goings on Goings on 
           around town           around town

PITTSFORD — As summer winds 
down, contemporary square danc-
ing is winding up. The Cast Off 8’s 
Square Dance Club has been dancing 
again for more than a year, and now, 
with reduced COVID restrictions, the 
club is ready to kick off the fall sea-
son. 

Just as social dance took off after 
the pandemic of 1918, all forms of 
community participatory dance are 
taking off now. Contemporary square 
dance is a great way to be active, meet 
new people and get back into a lively 
lifestyle after these many months of 
restricted activity. Square dancing has 

evolved a great deal compared to the 
grade school memories people have; 
it is an upbeat and vibrant activity.

Interested community members can 
come out for free square dancing this 
September on Wednesdays at Lothrop 
School. No experience necessary! 

Dust off your comfortable shoes 
and come dance the evenings away. 
There are several free square dance 
nights on Wednesdays:  September 
14, 21, and 28th at 7 pm, at Lothrop 
School in Pittsford. The 28th includes 
an ice cream social.

Try out some easy square dance 
calls and have a good time dancing 

to pop, rock, country, hip hop, and 
other popular music. Individuals and 
couples are equally welcome; there 
are others to dance with. 

If you have a good time, you may 
wish to join the fall class, a low-cost 
activity held in 9-10 week segments.  
There is no pressure to join, but the 
benefi ts are a healthy body, mind, and 
social life. 

Wear comfortable clothing and 
shoes. Check the website at www.
castoff8s.com or Facebook at Cast 
Off 8’s Square Dance Club for more 
information.

Cast Off 8’s square dance club kicks off 2022 season
Sept 14 and 21, 7–8:30 p.m. 
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Sports
BRANDON REPORTER

Girls Varsity Soccer (16)

Varsity Field Hockey (15)

Varsity Golf (11)

Boys Varsity Soccer (15)

Varsity Football (10)

Varsity Cross Country (10)

8/23 @ Vergennes (Scrimmage)  5:00
8/30 Poultney (Scrimmage)  5:30
9/2 @ Proc (Black River TNMT)  6:00
9/3 @ GM OR L&G (Black River TNMT)  6:00/8:00
9/6 @ Woodstock    4:30
9/9 @ Middlebury    4:30
9/14  West Rutland    4:30
9/23  Hartford (Homecoming)   4:30
9/26 @ MSJ     4:30
9/28 Mill River   4:30
9/30 Springfi eld    4:30
10/5 Fair Haven    4:00
10/8 @ Hartford    6:00
10/11 Woodstock (Senior Game)  4:00
10/17 @ Springfi eld    6:30
10/20 @ Fair Haven    6:00

8/27 @ Mt Abraham (Scrimmage)  8:00/12:30
8/30 Rutland (Scrimmage)   5:00
9/3 @ Brattleboro    11:00
9/8 @ Rutland    4:00
9/10 Woodstock    11:00
9/12 @ Windsor    4:00
9/17 Brattleboro    11:00
9/20 @ Burr & Burton    4:00
9/24 Springfi eld (Homecoming)   11:00
9/28 Fair Haven    4:00
10/4 Bellows Falls    4:00
10/6 Middlebury   4:00
10/10 @ Springfi eld    4:00
10/15 @ Woodstock    3:00
10/19 Windsor (Senior Game)   4:00
10/22 @ Fair Haven    11:00

8/23 @ Woodstock (Wood, OV, Hart, WRV, Wind) (B/G)  3:30
9/1 @ Lake Morey (Wood, OV, Hart, Riv, Wind, WRV) (B/G)  3:30
9/6 @ Bomoseen (WRV, FH, MSJ, OV) (B/G)  3:30
9/7 @ Woodstock (Wood, KMS, Rut, BBA, OV, Hart, WRV) (B/G) 3:30
9/8 @ Manchester (BBA, Arl, MAU, Wind, OV) (B/G)  3:30
9/13 @ Lake Morey (Riv, OV) (B/G)  3:30
9/19 @ Bomoseen (FH, LT, OV) (B/G)  3:30
9/20 @ Woodstock (Wood, Hart, OV) (B/G)  3:30
9/21 @ Killington (KMS, Wind, MSJ, WRV, Hart, OV) (B/G)  3:30
9/26 @ Rutland (Rut, MR, MSJ, OV, LT) (B/G)  3:30
9/28 @ Woodstock (Wood, Wind, KMS, MR, OV, Hart) (B/G)  3:30
10/3 @ Woodstock (Wood, OV, KMS, LT, WRV, Hart) (B/G)   3:30
10/5 @ Woodstock (Wood, OV, KMS, MR, MSJ) (B/G)  3:30
10/6 @ Div 2 Sectionals VT - Ralph Myhre (B)  9:00
10/11 (State Girls - Williston (G)  9:00
10/13 State Boys - Orleans CC) (B)  9:00
10/31 (New Englands - Mohegan Sun)  TBA

8/27  OV Jamboree (Sharon, Verg (Scrimmage)) 11:00
9/2 West Rutland     4:30
9/7 @ Proctor    4:30
9/13 Woodstock     4:30
9/17 Hartford     11:00
9/20 @ Green Mountain    4:30
9/24 Fair Haven (Homecoming Game)   10:00
9/27 MAU      4:30
9/29 @ Hartford     6:30
10/6 Green Mountain      4:00
10/8 @ Woodstock    11:00
10/11 @ Bellows Falls     4:00
10/15 @ Fair Haven (Proctor Taranovich Showcase) 1:00
10/18 @ Stratton     4:00
10/22 WRV (Senior Game)    11:00

8/23 @ MAU (Scrimmage)   12:00
8/27 @ FH (Scrimmage - FH/CVU/MR)  10:00
9/3 @ Rice     1:00
9/10 @ Mill River    1:00 
9/17 Springfi eld    1:00
9/24 Mt Abraham (Homecoming)  1:00
10/1 @ Windsor    1:00
10/8 Poultney    1:00
10/15 @ BFA-Fairfax    2:00
10/22 MVU (Senior Game)   1:00

9/6 @ Rutland    4:45
9/13 Otter Valley (SR)    4:45
9/20 @ Hartford    4:45
9/27 @ Mill River    4:45
10/1 @ Thetford Trail Run   9:00
10/4 @ Long Trail   4:45
10/11 @ Rutland    4:45
10/22 @ Hartford (SVL Cham)   10:00
10/29 @ Thetford (State Cham)   9:00
11/12 @ New Englands    TBA

OTTER VALLEY UNION HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS SCHEDULE
FALL 2022
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WEST HAVEN — Justin 
Comes has certainly turned 
things around. After going win-
less for two years, the veteran 
Middlebury racer has made it 
back-to-back victories at Devil’s 
Bowl Speedway. 

Comes’ triumph on McGee 
Family Dealerships Night high-
lighted an event that saw Katrina 
Bean, Randy Edson, Matt Wade, 
Lane Saville, and Adam Sears 
score wins.

Comes won the Sunoco 
Sportsman Modified feature 
from the front row at the previ-
ous week’s “Battle at the Bowl” 
event on a tacky surface, but his 
drive in the 30-lap run on Mc-
Gee Night was vastly different. 

With dry-slick conditions un-
derneath him, Comes marched 
forward from the 17th starting 
position to make an authoritative 
statement for the win. Comes 
also scored the Charlie LaDuc 
“Hard Charger” bonus for gain-
ing a race-high 16 positions.

Behind him, Tanner Siemons 
scored a season-best finish as the 
runner-up, and sophomore racer 

Shawn McPhee earned a career-
best third-place effort after lead-
ing several laps early. Champi-
onship point leader Todd Stone 
came from 19th to finish fourth, 
and David Boisclair drove from 
14th to round out the top five. 

Josh Masterson was sixth 
ahead of Tim LaDuc, Elmo 
Reckner, Jimmy Ryan, and 
rookie Dylan Madsen. McPhee, 
Reckner, and Justin Stone won 
the qualifying heats, and Don 
Mattison won the Elmo’s Pit 
Stop Bonus Bucks from Ed 
“Elmo” Allen.

Benson’s Katrina Bean scored 
her second career win in the 
O’Reilly Auto Parts Limited 
Sportsman division, gathering 
the night’s loudest cheers. Bean 
started on the pole and finished 
out front of the 25-lapper, hold-
ing off longtime racer Steve 
Miller for the win. In his first 
season on dirt, Miller’s runner-
up finish was his best Limited 
Sportsman effort after winning 
twice in the Rookie Sportsman 
class earlier this year.

Hunter Nutter was third ahead 

of Anthony Ryan and Josh 
LeClaire, Bean’s fiancée. Randy 
Ryan, point leader Evan Roberts, 
Bill Duprey, Timmy Aldrighetti, 
and Bubba McPhee completed 
the top 10. Heat wins went to 
Bean, McPhee, and Fred Little.

Randy Edson became the lat-
est driver to end a decades-long 
span between wins, picking up 
his first Hoosier Daddy Racing 
Rookie Sportsman victory. The 
Orwell racer’s last win came in 
the former Late Model division 
on June 5, 1994, for a winless 
spell of 28 years, two months, 
and eight days.

Edson had a good battle with 
teenager William Lussier, and 
they traded the lead twice on 
restarts during the 20-lap race. 
Lussier settled for second ahead 
of Daryl Gebo, Kamden Duffy, 
and Josh Bussino. 

The rest of the top 10 was 
filled out by Adam LaFountain, 
Aaron Clark, Ed Bell, Tyler Tra-
vis, and Bobbi Jo Hults. Lussier 
and Robert Gauthier won the 
qualifiers.

Fair Haven rookie Matt Wade 

turned in his second winning 
performance in the Mini Stock 
division, leading a multi-car 
charge through traffic during the 
15-lap race. Wade started 12th 
and managed his passes to get 
the win, narrowly beating Brian 
Blake—who started 14th—by 
just 0.157-seconds at the finish 
line. 

Point leader Chris Sumner 
came from 16th to finish third 
ahead of Craig Kirby and Chris 
Conroy. Jake Barrows was sixth, 
followed by Damian Olden, 
Allen Hewitt, Griff Mahoney, 
and Austin McKirryher. Sum-
ner, Wade, and Conroy won the 
heats.

Rookie Lane Saville took his 
third win back home to Warrens-
burg, NY, in the 20-lap Friend 
Construction 500cc Mini Sprint 
feature. Saville started out back 
and took the lead just before the 
halfway mark, then outpaced fel-
low rookie Logan Denis for the 
checkered flag. Kevin Smith was 
third, with Chayton Young and 
Ray Hanson next.

Brandon’s Adam Sears was 

the winner of the one-on-one 
Street Legal Spectator Races.

Devil’s Bowl Speedway re-
turns to action on Saturday, 
August 20, at 7:00 p.m., as The 
Stove Depot presents the an-
nual “Double Feature Night” for 
all five weekly racing divisions 
and a wild-and-crazy 50-lap En-
duro. Grandstand general admis-
sion is $12 for adults and free 
for children aged 12 and under, 
and Infield drive-in parking is 
$20 for adults and free for chil-
dren. Tickets are available at the 
speedway on race day.

Devil’s Bowl Speedway is 
located on Route 22A in West 
Haven, Vt., four miles north of 
U.S. Route 4, Exit 2, and just 20 
minutes from Rutland, Vt. For 
more information, visit www.
DevilsBowlSpeedwayVT.com 
or call (802) 265-3112. 

Devil’s Bowl Speedway is on 
Facebook at facebook.com/Dev-
ilsBowlSpeedway, and on Insta-
gram, Twitter, and Snapchat at 
@DevilsBowlSpeed. Follow the 
action using the #DevilsBowl 
hashtag.

Justin Comes busts out for for back-to-back wins at Devil’s Bowl

WINNER OF THE Sunoco Sportsman Modified feature Justin Comes, poses with his second straight checkered flag. 
Photo by Bill McGaffin
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Can you identify any of the people in these vintage photos from 
Mim Welton’s Dateline Brandon newspaper archives? Let us know! 

Mim's Photos
E-mail ads@brandonreporter.com 

if you can identify someone
 in these photos. 

Or call us at 247-8080 

RecognizedRecognized

Kayla Poljacik emailed to recognize one of the girls 
in this photo. Kristle Wheeler, is the girl on the left. 
Her married name was Kristle Hummiston.



The Reporter, August 17, 2022 — Page 17

Crossword
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Infl uential Swedish, Belgian 

clan
 6. Swiss river
 9. Nocturnal S. American rodent
13. Like coagulated milk
14. Lima is its capital
15. Lying down
16. Jai __, sport
17. Egyptian statesman
18. Napoleon Dynamite’s uncle
19. Renovated
21. Chadic language
22. 18-year period
23. Beverage container
24. Natural logarithm
25. The “mecca” of basketball
28. A way to darken
29. Mackerels
31. Actor Pitt
33. Places to buy seafood
36. True fi rs
38. Neither
39. Fencing sword 
41. Italian pastas
44. Island nation close to the U.S.
45. Begets
46. Resembles a pouch
48. __ student, learns healing
49. Sodium
51. Indicates position
52. The world has one
54. Partner to pains
56. Photographer
60. Chew the fat
61. Culture of the British Iron Age
62. Weaverbird
63. Advice or counsel
64. Asian nation
65. Brought on board
66. German river
67. Airborne (abbr.)
68. Leaf-footed bug genus

CLUES DOWN
 1. Mark left behind
 2. Cry weakly
 3. Ancient region in modern 

Syria
 4. Farewell
 5. Blue grass state
 6. Genus of mosquitoes
 7. S. Israeli city
 8. You can get stuck in one
 9. One who mistrusts others 

unjustifi ably
10. First month of ancient 

Hebrew calendar
11. Tigers legend Fielder
12. Make more attractive
14. Horses
17. Slight projection in typefaces
20. Male parent
21. Jack and Jill are two
23. After B
25. Licensed for Wall Street
26. Missile with about 600-mile 

range
27. Goddesses
29. A day kids love
30. Oily secretion
32. One-tenth of a meter
34. A father’s male child
35. One point east of southeast
37. Silk garments
40. Cool!
42. The color of anger
43. Trade profession
47. It can get you around
49. Mother-of-pearl
50. Hurt
52. Legendary slugger Hank
53. Polio vaccine developer
55. Incline from vertical
56. Sea creature
57. Actress Kate
58. Affi rmative votes
59. Nothing
61. Pie _ __ mode
65. Expresses surprise

Puzzle solutions

I could be the new friend you’ve been looking for!

802-483-6700 • WWW.RCHSVT.ORG
765 STEVENS RD. • PITTSFORD

“Pop Up” Yard Sale to Benefit RCHS on August 20th!
The Rutland County Humane Society (RCHS) is holding a yard sale to raise money for the homeless animals in Rutland 
County. Join us on Saturday, August 20th from 9 AM - 2 PM at RCHS, 765 Stevens Road in Pittsford. Join the fun, find 
a treasure and help raise money for the animals and programs at RCHS. Please contact Sam at 802.483.9171 ext. 
203 or Sam@RCHSVT.org with any questions. See you on the 20th!

ADOPTION CENTER OPEN
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.

 MEET BOOTS (FELV+) - 1.5-YEAR-OLD. NEUTERED MALE.
DOMESTIC LONG HAIR. BLACK/WHITE.

Boots is an unbelievably sweet cat and ideal companion. He loves being near you, 
enjoying your company, eating treats, and snoozing alongside you. He’s playful and 
good-spirited, just waiting for a home to settle into. Having tested FeLV+, Boots is 
looking for a home without other cats or a home with a cat that also has tested FeLV+. 

Boots would be a great fit for an individual or family with or without kids.

MEET CARMELLA - 5-YEAR-OLD. FEMALE. PIT MIX. TAN WITH WHITE.
Carmella is such a sweetheart who absolutely loves everyone and everything! 
She is very goofy and loves getting pets from the staff  at RCHS. She has a lot of  
energy but has done great with kids. She likes to chase small animals and has 
shown interest in cats, but it depends on the cat. She loves other dogs and has 
gotten along with every dog she has met. She will need an active family who will 
spend time playing with her and taking her for long walks. After your walk, she will 
curl up with you on the couch.

Sudoku
Here’s how a sudoku 
puzzle works: 
Sudoku puzzles are 
formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku every row, every 
column and every box 
must contain the numbers 
1 through 9. Each number 
must appear only once 
in each row, column and 
box. Figure out where to 
fi ll in the missing numbers 
by using the numeric 
clues already provided 
in the boxes. The more 
numbers that are fi lled 
in, the easier it gets to 
solve .
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BRANDON — Local police 
began their week On Aug. 8 
with the report of an untime-
ly death on McConnel Road. 
Upon further investigation, of-
fi cers determined that the de-
ceased was under hospice care 
and further investigation was 
unnecessary. 

Later in the day, police re-
ceived a call from a concerned 
mother who believed her child 
was reacting to a bee sting. 
Brandon Rescue personnel 
gave the child a preliminary 
exam, and the child was not 
found to be in distress. Rescue 
recommended that the mother 
take her child to its primary 
care provider.  

A resident on Maple Street 
called On Aug. 9 to report an 
alarm at her neighbor’s house. 
The responding offi cer deter-
mined that the source of the 
alarm was a malfunctioning 
smoke detector since there was 
no sign of smoke or fi re inside 
or outside of the residence. The 
caller let the offi cer know that 
she had called the homeowner 
and would keep an eye on the 
house until the owner got home 
from work. 

Shortly after the alarm call, 
police got a call from a Furnace 
Road resident unable to locate 
her two-year-old child. The 
responding offi cer found the 
young girl napping underneath 
the blankets on her parent’s 
bed, safe and sound.

Nicholas D. Pecor (19) of 
Brandon was arrested On Aug. 
10 for criminal driving with a 
suspended license and negli-
gent operation following a mo-
tor vehicle complaint on Wood 
Lane. Pecor was released on a 

citation to appear in Rutland 
Superior Court Criminal Divi-
sion on Oct. 10 at 11 a.m.

Police received a report of 
suspicious activity on Mulcahy 
Drive later in the day. Occu-
pants of a red dodge truck were 
reported to have exited the ve-
hicle and shined fl ashlights in a 
resident’s apartment. The vehi-
cle had left by the time offi cers 
arrived. 

A concerned citizen called 
On Aug. 11 to report a possible 
untimely death at a residence 
on Mulcahy Dr. The property 
manager was concerned when 
an elderly tenant did not come 
out to take his scheduled shut-
tle bus for the day and was un-
able to raise him inside of his 
apartment. The responding of-
fi cer entered the apartment and 
located the male, who was hard 
of hearing and had been sleep-
ing.

Brandon Police recovered a 
stolen pick-up truck later that 
morning at a residence on Con-
way Terrace. The truck had 
been stolen in Rutland City 
the day prior. The suspect fl ed 
out the back of the house upon 
police arrival and hid in a tur-
key coop behind the home. The 
offi cer located the suspect and 
detained him. The vehicle was 
later towed from the scene and 
impounded. The suspect was 
released pending further inves-
tigation into the theft by the 

 Adult Fiction
The Bodyguard 
by Katherine Center  

Hannah Brooks looks more 
like a kindergarten teacher 
than somebody who could kill 
you with a wine bottle opener. 
Or a ballpoint pen. Or a dinner 
napkin. But she's actually an 
Executive Protection Agent 
(aka 'bodyguard'), and she’s 
been hired to protect hunky 
actor Jack Stapleton from his 
stalker. Jack’s been off grid 
since a family tragedy a few 
years ago, but when Jack's 
mom gets sick, he goes home 
to the family's Texas ranch 
to help out. Kate reluctantly 
agrees to be his “girlfriend”. 
What could go wrong? 

The Retreat 
by Sarah Pearse

In this follow up to The 
Sanatorium, Detective Elin 
Warner fi nds herself at a posh 
retreat off the English coast 
investigating the death of a 
young woman. What at fi rst 
seems to be just a tragic fall, 
Warner discovers it may be 
murder after all. She wasn’t a 
guest, and she defi nitely was 
not supposed to be on the 
island- a place with a dark con-
nection to a serial killer. When 
a second guest dies, Warner 
quickly digs deeper before 
history begins to repeat itself.

An Honest Living 
by Dwyer Murphy 

After leaving his career at a 
prestigious law fi rm, a Brook-
lyn lawyer makes ends meet 
by  picking up odd jobs from 
a colorful assortment of clients. 
When a mysterious woman 
named Anna Reddick turns 
up at his apartment with $10k 
in cash and asks him to track 
down her missing husband 
Newton, a bookseller who she 
believes has been pilfering 
rare true crime volumes from 
her collection, he trusts it will 
be a quick and easy case (if 
not a little shady). Only that 
wasn’t the real Anna Reddick, 
and the real Anna Reddick is…
angry that someone has been 
slandering her husband. Find-
ing himself out of his depth, 
the down on his luck lawyer is 
drawn into a series of decep-
tions set against the backdrop 
of early 2000s Brooklyn. 

Movies: 
Dr. Strange and the 
Multiverse of Madness 

In this latest outing in the 
Marvel Cinematic Universe, 
Dr. Stephen Strange (Benedict 
Cumberbatch) encounters 
multiple versions of himself, 
and universe-hopping teen 
America Chavez (Xochitl 
Gomez) when a giant monster 
comes after her in New York 
City. When the Scarlet Witch 
(Elizabeth Olsen) comes to 
steal America’s powers, in 
hopes of reuniting with her 
lost children, Dr. Strange and 
America go on the run through 
the multiverse in hopes of fi nd-
ing a way to stop the Scarlet 
Witch from destroying every-
thing they know.

Fantastic Beasts: The 
Secrets of Dumbledore 

With the wizarding world in 
upheaval, evil wizard Gellert 
Grindelwald (Mads Mikkelsen) 
plans to seize control and 
start a war with muggles by 
stealing the power to see the 
future. With the help of Newt 
Scamander (Eddie Redmayne), 
muggle Jacob (Dan Fogler) 
and a team of fearless wizards, 
Albus Dumbledore (Jude Law) 
hatches a plan to stop Grin-
delwald- except Grindelwald 
knows every step they’ll take. 

Did you know?
We’re hosting the 

Brandon Congregational 
Crafters in this month's 

art show. Stop in to 
see the photography, 

paintings and other art, 
now through the end of 

August.

New books at the Brandon Free Public Library

ARIES March 21–April 20
Aries, take a step back and allow people 
some room to fi gure things out. Your 
offers to help are appreciated and will be 
accepted in due time.

TAURUS April 21–May 21
Taurus, others appreciate your authentic-
ity. Stay true to yourself and you will have 
no regrets. Encourage others to do the 
same when they seek your input.

GEMINI May 22–June 21 
Gemini, this week is a good opportunity 
for some serious introspection. Put your-
self in other people’s shoes before you 
render an opinion.

CANCER June 22–July 22
An important decision is looming, 
Cancer. Take some time to look inward as 
your try to decide the best path to take. 
Don’t hesitate to seek input from people 
you trust.

LEO July 23–Aug. 23
It is alright to have some doubts when 
you are trying something new, Leo. Just 
don’t let those doubts get the better of 
you and derail your plans.  

VIRGO Aug. 24–Sept. 22
Virgo, a public gathering in the near fu-
ture may attract several people, including 
some you are interested in meeting. Take 
the fi rst step and introduce yourself.

LIBRA Sept. 23–Oct. 23
Libra, this week you are likely to feel 
refreshed and energized. This may pave 
the way to some new ideas, including a 
change of scenery or even a new job.

SCORPIO Oct. 24–Nov. 22
Scorpio, at this point in your life, it is 
important to go with the fl ow and learn 
from others with an easygoing approach. 
Take time to exhale and unwind.

SAGITTARIUS Nov. 23–Dec. 21
Sagittarius, you have long been practical 
and sensible with your fi nances. But this 
week you may be lured by a fl ashy pur-
chase. If it is in the budget, then let loose.

CAPRICORN Dec. 22–Jan. 20
Clear your mind of cobwebs and any 
other errant thoughts, Capricorn. Right 
now you need to relax and unwind for a 
bit, and you’ll feel better after a few days 
of recharging.

AQUARIUS Jan. 21–Feb. 18
Aquarius, after many months of asking 
yourself where you want your life to go, 
this week you fi nally have a plan of action 
to put in motion. Enjoy the ride.

PISCES Feb. 19–March 20
Be extra patient and affectionate towards 
all of your loved ones this week, Pisces. 
Someone close to you will need your 
help.

WEEKLY HOROSCOPE

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
Aug. 18 Roberto Clemente, 
 baseball player (d) 
Aug. 19 Coco Chanel, 
 fashion designer (d)
Aug. 20 Robert Plant, singer (74)
Aug. 21  Count Basie, 
 composer, musician (d)
Aug. 22 Kristen Wiig, 
 actress, comedian (49)
Aug. 23  Jeremy Lin, 
 basketball player (34)
Aug. 24 Ava Duvernay, fi lmmaker (50)

(See Police report, Page 19)

Police Report
Brandon

Tough Turkey: Truck thief 
busted hiding in  turkey coop
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Rutland City Police Depart-
ment. 

In other activities, police:

On Aug. 8 
• Conducted routine busi-

ness checks at Mallory’s Auto 
on Forest Dale Road and a resi-
dence on Fox Road.

• Responded to a report of 
suspicious knocking at a resi-
dence on Severy Farm Road. 
Offi cers checked the residence 
but found nothing suspicious.

• Conducted an untime-
ly death investigation on 
McConnell Road.

• Assisted the Shelburne Po-
lice Department in an attempt 
to locate and serve a citation 
upon an individual allegedly 
at Fox Road in Brandon. The 
individual was not found to be 
residing at that address. 

• Responded to a hold-up 
alarm activation at Neshobe 
Family Health on Court Drive. 
Offi cers determined it was a 
false alarm.

• Responded to a minor mo-
tor vehicle crash at Estabrook 
Field in which a tractor-trailer 
unit knocked over some street 
signs while backing up.

• Notifi ed the town highway 
department of a tree down on 
McConnell Road. 

• Assisted a mother whose 
child had been stung by a bee. 

On Aug. 9
• Made routine business 

checks at Mallory’s Auto on 
Forest Dale Road, Walgreens 
on Union Street, Hawk Hill 
Bait and Tackle on Frank-
lin Street, and 802 Spirits in 
Conant Square.

• Responded to a report of a 
home alarm on Maple St.  

• Responded to a report of 
a two-year-old child that had 
gone missing from a Furnace 
Road home for approximately 
a half-an-hour. The child was 
eventually found napping un-
der a pile of blankets.

• Conducted directed traffi c 
enforcement in the area of Ella 
Dean Road and Union Street.

• Responded to a Burglary 
alarm activation at Heritage 
Family Credit Union on West 
Seminary Street. The building 
was checked and appeared se-
cure.

• Made traffi c stops on 
Grove Street. One warning was 
issued for speeding. Another 
vehicle was stopped for defec-
tive equipment, and the driver 
received a ticket for driving an 
uninsured vehicle and a warn-
ing about the defective equip-
ment. 

On Aug. 10
• Took fi ngerprints for 

school employment.
• Removed discarded nee-

dles and syringes from a prop-
erty on Furnace Road follow-
ing a complaint. 

• Received a 911 hang-up at 
Jiffy Mart on Grove Street. The 
responding offi cer determined 
that the call was an acciden-
tal dial and that there was no 
emergency at that location.

• Made a welfare check on 
Marble Street for a subject that 
had missed a meeting, which 
was out of character for the in-
dividual. 

• Arrested Nicholas D. Pe-
cor (19) of Brandon for crimi-
nal driving with a suspended 
license and negligent operation 
of a motor vehicle.

• Received a report of a sto-
len vehicle out of Rutland City 
allegedly being driven to an ad-
dress in Brandon. The operator 
was later reported to have left 
the residence and was headed 
back toward Rutland City. 
The vehicle was not located in 
Brandon. 

• Responded to a report of 
suspicious activity from a red 
Dodge truck on Mulcahy Drive. 

On Aug. 11
• Made routine business 

checks conducted at Jiffy Mart 
on Grove Street, Union Street 
Grocery on Union Street, and 
a private residence on Pearl 
Street, 

• Responded to a report of a 
possible verbal domestic dis-
pute at a residence on Grove 
Street. The responding offi cer 
determined that the issue caus-
ing the argument was concern-
ing a civil property issue, and 
both subjects were advised to 
seek remedy in civil court.

• Took fi ngerprints for 
school employment, school 
volunteering, and a nursing 
school student.

• Responded to an apartment 
on Mulcahy Drive for possible 
untimely death. 

• Conducted a meeting with 
a concerned resident of Frank-
lin Street regarding issues with 
a nearby neighbor.

• Recovered a stolen pick-up 
truck at a residence on Conway 
Terrace that had been stolen in 
Rutland City the day prior. 

• Assisted Vermont State 
Police in serving multiple court 
orders for a subject that resides 
in the Town of Leicester. Con-
tact was made with the subject, 
and it was arranged that he 
would come down to the Bran-
don Police Department to be 
served.

• Received information 
regarding a dispute on Park 
Street.

• Responded to a report of 
a newer model red Toyota Ta-
coma operating at a high rate of 
speed traveling on Route 7 to 
the Brandon/Pittsford border. 
Offi cers attempted to locate the 
vehicle, but it was not found.

• Conducted directed speed 
enforcement on Franklin Street. 
No operators stopped. All vehi-
cles were observed traveling at 
reasonable speeds in the area.

• Conducted speed enforce-
ment on McConnell Road. 
Two operators were stopped, 
and one ticket was issued to an 
operator for a local speed limit 
violation.

• Made traffi c stops on 
McConnell Road for speeding, 
issuing one warning and one 
ticket; on Park Street for failure 
to display a license plate, and 
on Champlain Street for a stop 
sign violation where a warning 
was issued.

• Made a traffi c stop on 
Grove Street for speeding. 
Tickets were issued to the oper-
ator for speeding, unregistered 
motor vehicle, and an unin-
sured motor vehicle. Warnings 
were issued for not having pos-
session of a driver’s license 
and defective equipment. The 
vehicle was towed from the 
scene as it was both unregis-
tered and uninsured.

On Aug. 12
• Assisted with a landlord/

tenant dispute on North Street. 
An underage diversion ticket 
was issued for a 20-year-old 
subject drinking at the resi-
dence, causing a disturbance.

• Investigated the untimely 
death of a two-month-old in-
fant at a residence on Franklin 
Street.  The investigation is on-
going.

• Responded to a report of 
a former tenant that had just 
been evicted from an apartment 
building in Conant Square 
hanging out in front of the resi-
dence in his car, acting suspi-
ciously. The subject was gone 
prior to the responding offi -
cer’s arrival.

• Arrested Shane M. Bart-
she, 30, of Brandon, for dis-
orderly conduct after he was 
found sitting in a lounge chair 
in the middle of the road dis-
rupting vehicular traffi c in 
front of his residence on Frank-
lin Street. 

• Responded to a motorcycle 
accident on Vermont Route 73 
on the Sudbury border. The op-
erator received injuries, and the 
motorcycle was totaled.

• Responded to a report of 
suspicious activity on Forest 
Dale Road concerning some 
individuals walking in the mid-
dle of the roadway. Upon fur-
ther investigation, it was found 
that the individuals in question 
were a male and female waiting 
to be picked up by a friend.

On Aug. 13
• Investigated an alarm at 

Neshobe Elementary School on 
Neshobe Circle. The alarm was 
determined to be accidental by 
an employee doing some work 
at the school.

On Aug. 14
• Received a report of some-

one yelling for help from a 
second-story window in the al-
leyway between Li’s Chinese 
Restaurant and the Neshobe 
Cafe on Park Street. The inves-
tigating offi cer contacted the 
resident of the apartment where 
the yelling was coming from 
and determined that there was 
no emergency and that it was 
most likely just children yell-
ing from inside the residence.

• Conducted drone deploy-
ment training at the Brandon 
Police Station.

• Assisted a resident in re-
moving a large quantity of nee-
dles found outside in a contain-
er on his property on Furnace 
Road.

Police report
(Continued from Page 18)

REAL ESTATE

802-247-3449
Marty@RoweRealEstate.com

 RoweRealEstate.com

RO
WE

REAL ESTATE
247-3449

SUCCESSFUL AIR BnB!
What a great location for this newly renovated 2-unit property! Currently being run 
as a successful Airbnb on the first floor and an owner’s unit on the second floor. 
The owners have done much of the heavy lifting: all new electrical, entrance decks, 
roof repairs, new furnace and oil tank, new hot water heaters; and have also made 
the inside sparkle with painting, floor refinishing and fixtures. Lots of options to live 

upstairs or use the upstairs as a long term or Airbnb 
rental. This one can pay for itself - come take a look!

$300,000
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Excavating
1963 —— Celebrating Over 50 Years —— 2022

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
Dozers. Excavators. Heavy Hauling.

Top Soil. Gravel. Sand.
P.O. Box 69 Florence, VT 05744

Phone: (802) 483-6469 Fax: (802) 483-6978

arkowski
Excavating, Inc.

Home Care
•	24 Hour Personal Care
•	Home Cooked Meals
•	Private Rooms
•	RN Overviewed
•	Exceptional Staff
•	Medication
Management

•	Daily Activities
•	Transportation &
Hospice Care Provided

Residential Care Home
Level III • ERC Care • State Licensed

Keep Your Loved Ones Close to Home

Please call for info 802-247-5987
3 Union Street

and 360 New Road
Brandon, VT

Owners, Mary and Mike Jensen

Wintergreen

Restoration

877-765-6340
Fully insured & certified

Disaster Recovery, Inc.
24/7 Emergency Services Covering Vermont

www.DisasterRecoveryInc.com
• Water Damage Drying/Clean Up
• Mold Remediation
• Carpet Cleaning & Deodorization
• Smoke and Sewage Cleaning 

Service

Accounting

P. O. Box 22, 900 Pearl Street, Brandon, VT  05733
sharon@stearnscpa.com • www.stearnscpa.com

(802) 247-8300 • By Appt. Only 

Sharon L. Stearns, CPA, PLLC
Accounting, Tax & Consulting Services

Individuals, 
Small Business
 & Non Profits

Bookkeeping 
Payroll

Quickbooks

Tax Planning 
& Tax Return 
Preparation

Plumbing & Heating

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels
New Construction • Outdoor Faucets

Family-owned and operated.
We return phone calls!

Heat Pumps 
and Heat Pump
Water Heaters

Tony Johnson
Brandon, VT (802) 345-1110 • (802) 345-3201

Accounting

Laurie L. BertrandLaurie L. Bertrand
CCertified ertified PPublic ublic AAccountantccountant

Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation
Experience You Can Count On
4 Carver Street, Brandon • By Appt. Only

465-8362 • fax 465-8438

STORAGE CONTAINERS
Rentals & Sales

Great for Seasonal Storage, 
Renovation Projects 

or Job Sites

Delivered To Your Location

Storage Containers

Auto Repair
Hometown Service from 

Your Hometown Dealers!
Factory-Trained Technicians

Servicing all makes and models

G Stone Motors  
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

Auto Body Shop
Certified Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies
(802) 388-9961

Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
2196 Rt 7 South, 

Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Get your business noticed! ONLY $10/week!
Ad design included in price. 

Call The Reporter today at  802-247-8080 or email ads@brandonreporter.com

Events, Meetings & Functions

20 Park Street, Brandon, Vermont  •  (802) 247-5766
email: events@brandoninn.com  •  BrandonInn.com

“Make A Little History of Your Own”

One Stop for your Unique and Memorable Events
Family Reunions • Baby Showers

Wedding Shower/Rehearsal Dinners/Receptions
Celebrations of Life • Pool and Theme Parties

Full Catering and On-Site Liquor License

Water Delivery

Residential Water delivery
for Swimming Pools and Wells

Call (802) 247-5748

Wyman’s Wyman’s 
Water Water 

DeliveryDelivery
H2O

Home CareHome Care

Contractor

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l
Christopher Netelkos

cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.

One cal l  does i t  a l l

Excavating

Hair Salon

SHEILA’S
HAIR STYLING

Cuts, Colors, Wash & Sets
Men, Women & Children

Walk-Ins Welcome
Accepting New Clients

3 Franklin St. | Brandon, VT | 802-247-6829

Storage ContainersStorage Containers

Charlotte Bishop 
MASSAGE THERAPY

Destress your body and rejuvenateDestress your body and rejuvenate
with the gift of touch.  with the gift of touch.  
Therapeutic Therapeutic ◆  ◆  Soft TissueSoft Tissue
Swedish/Eslan  Swedish/Eslan  ◆  ◆  CuppingCupping
Certifi ed and registered.Certifi ed and registered.

28+ years of experience. (802) 247-8106

Massage

Directory

Business 
& Service
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TOWN OF PROCTOR
INVITATION FOR BIDS

Bids for a Toolcat UW56 will be received by the Town until 4:00 p.m. Monday, 
September 12, 2022.

Bids shall be addressed to Michael Ramsey, Town Manager, 45 Main Street, 
Proctor, VT  05765. Questions shall be addressed to Kyle Thornton, Public 
Works Foreman, 802-342-1900.

Please see a detailed list of minimum requirements for the unit at https://
proctorvermont.com/current-bids.

Award will be to the bidder deemed by the Town to be the lowest responsible 
and responsive bidder.  The Town reserves the right to waive any informality, to 
accept or reject, in whole or in part any or all bids, or take whatever other action 
may be deemed to be in the best interest of the Town. Bids will be opened by the 
Selectboard at 45 Main Street, Proctor, VT 05765 on Monday, September 12th 
at 6:00 PM.

PUBLIC NOTICES 

BY SEN. BERNIE SANDERS
Dear Fellow Vermonter,
As you may know, the Senate 

passed a reconciliation bill on 
Sunday called the "Inflation Re-
duction Act." The vote was 51-
50. I voted for it.

Let me be honest with you in 
saying that I have very ambiva-
lent feelings about this legisla-
tion. This bill was a chance to 
do big things. It did very modest 
things. It was a chance to stand 
up boldly for the working fami-
lies of our country who, today, 
are struggling hard to keep their 
heads above water. Sadly, it didn't 
do that.

In my view, after weighing the 
pluses and the minuses of the bill, 
the pluses won out and I voted for 
it. But let's be clear. This is only 
the beginning. We still have a 
long way to go to create the kind 
of economic, social, racial, and 
environmental justice the people 
of our country deserve. And that 

is not going to happen unless we 
fight for it. And that's exactly 
what I intend to do.

As you may know, a reconcili-
ation bill is one of the few oppor-
tunities we have in the Senate to 
pass major legislation with 50 
votes, not the usual 60. It is un-
fortunate, therefore, that not one 
of the 50 Republicans in the Sen-
ate was prepared to come forward 
and support a bill which would 
have addressed the many serious 
problems facing struggling work-
ing families. 

That meant that we needed all 
50 Democrats in the Senate to 
stand together if we were going 
to address the major crises facing 
our country.

That's not what happened. 
Two corporate Democrats, both 
of whom receive huge amounts 
of campaign contributions from 
powerful special interests, pre-
vented that from happening.

The result is that this bill does 

nothing to reform our dysfunc-
tional, wasteful and cruel health 
care system. It does nothing to 
address the massive levels of in-
come and wealth inequality and 
concentration of ownership that 
we are currently experiencing. 

It does nothing to raise the star-
vation minimum wage or make it 
easier for workers to join unions. 
It does nothing to build the mil-
lions of units of affordable hous-
ing we need. It does nothing to 
address the crisis of childhood 
poverty and a totally inadequate 
childcare system. 

It does nothing to address the 
home health care crisis facing our 
seniors and people with disabili-
ties. It does nothing to expand 
Medicare to cover dental, hear-
ing, and vision care. It does noth-
ing to make it easier for young 
Americans to get a higher educa-
tion, or pay off their student debt. 
It does nothing to move us for-
ward toward immigration reform 

or voting rights reform.
So, what does this bill do? Why 

did I vote for it?
This legislation makes major 

investments in clean energy and 
energy efficiency. At a time when 
we face the existential crisis of 
climate change, the most signifi-
cant part of this bill is an unprec-
edented $300 billion investment 
in clean energy, including a $7 
billion solar roof top proposal 
that I introduced. This bill could 
help increase U.S. solar energy 
by 500% and more than double 
wind energy by 2035. That is no 
small thing.

But here is the very negative 
aspect of this bill which I tried, 
unsuccessfully, to correct. Unbe-
lievably, at a time when we are 
trying to cut carbon emissions, 
this bill provides massive give-
aways to the fossil fuel industry. 
Under this legislation, up to 60 
million acres of public waters and 
up to 2 million acres of public 
lands must be offered up for sale 
each and every year to the oil and 
gas industry before the federal 
government could approve any 
new wind or solar projects. 

And that’s not all. The fossil 
fuel industry will benefit from 
a side deal that would approve 
the $6.6 billion Mountain Valley 
Pipeline – a fracked gas pipeline 
that would span 303 miles from 
West Virginia to Virginia, and 
potentially on to North Carolina. 
This is a pipeline that would gen-
erate emissions equivalent to that 
released by 37 coal plants or by 
over 27 million cars every year 
and is vigorously opposed by the 
environmental community. It is 
beyond comprehension that these 
anti-environmental provisions 
are in the bill.

As you may know, I have been 
one of the leaders in Congress in 
taking on the greed of the pharma-
ceutical industry which charges 
us, by far, the highest prices in the 
world for prescription drugs. This 
bill takes a small step forward in 
doing something that many of us 

have demanded for years. 
The good news is that it will 

allow Medicare to negotiate the 
outrageously high prices of pre-
scription drugs and lower drug 
costs. The bad news is that these 
negotiations won’t go into effect 
until 2026 and they will begin 
with only 10 drugs. Further, this 
bill will cap the out-of-pocket 
costs seniors pay for prescription 
drugs at no more than $2,000 a 
year. That is the good news. 

The bad news is that this pro-
vision won't go into effect until 
2025. Under this bill we will con-
tinue paying, by far, the highest 
prices in the world for our medi-
cines for the indefinite future. It 
is unfortunate that the Senate did 
not go further in lowering drug 
prices.

In terms of tax policy, this bill 
begins the work of making the 
wealthy and large corporations 
pay their fair share in taxes by 
imposing a 15% minimum tax on 
corporations. 

In America today, large cor-
porations like AT&T, Nike and 
Federal Express are able to make 
billions in profits and pay nothing 
in federal income taxes. This bill 
begins to end that absurdity. 

Further, this legislation gives 
the IRS the resources they need 
to audit wealthy tax cheats who 
are avoiding over $160 billion 
in taxes each and every year and 
will also help ordinary, working 
people get their tax returns faster.

Bottom line—this is a modest 
bill that does some good things, 
but goes nowhere far enough. It 
also contains some very bad pro-
visions that will benefit fossil fuel 
companies like BP and Shell.

At a time of massive income 
and wealth inequality, when the 
people on top are doing phe-
nomenally well while working 
families are struggling, we should 
have done much more. The strug-
gle continues.

Sincerely,
Bernie

MONTPELIER — Governor 
Phil Scott announced Monday, 
August 15, that the federal In-
flation Reduction Act will help 
mitigate rising health care costs 
for many Vermonters, particularly 
those on Medicare and who buy 
health plans on Vermont’s health 
insurance marketplace. The Act is 
expected to be signed into federal 
law by the President this week.

“The pandemic and inflation 
have both stressed the health care 
system and increased the costs of 
care,” said Governor Scott. “While 
this federal legislation will help 
us fight back against these rising 
costs, my Administration is also 
committed to working with the 
Legislature and health care provid-
ers to stabilize the system, make 
cost increases affordable and sus-
tainable, and reduce the percentage 
of Vermonters’ income spent on 
health care so they can get ahead.”

The Act also includes key initia-
tives to control rising prescription 
drug costs, which will cap out-of-
pocket costs for Vermonters. Start-
ing in 2025, Vermonters who are 
on Medicare—

including most of Vermont’s se-
nior citizens over the age of 65—
will not pay more than $2,000 per 
year for prescription drugs. Be-
ginning in 2023, they will not 
pay more than $35 per month for 
insulin, a medication used to treat 
diabetes.

In addition, Vermonters covered 
by Medicare or Medicaid can re-
ceive all recommended adult vac-
cines for free beginning next year.

“This federal legislation will 
help seniors afford the prescrip-
tions vital to their health and well-
being and will increase subsidies 
for Vermonters of all ages who buy 
insurance plans through Vermont’s 
health insurance marketplace. This 
should offset most of the recently 
announced premium increases, 
which will help stabilize our health 
care system,” added Governor 
Scott.

Young adults are traditionally 
the most likely to be uninsured, 
often due to their risk tolerance 
and insurance costs. The Vermont 
Household Health Insurance Sur-
vey estimates the number of unin-
sured Vermonters aged 25-34 fell 
10% from fall of 2018 to fall of 
2021, resulting, in part, from ad-
ditional federal dollars reducing 
the cost of insurance for Vermont-
ers. The Act extends these federal 
dollars to help eligible Vermonters 
pay for health insurance premiums 
through 2025.

Subsidies currently help about 
23,550 Vermonters who purchase 
insurance through Vermont’s 
health insurance marketplace, Ver-
mont Health Connect. Vermonters 
saved nearly triple the national av-
erage through premium assistance, 
according to a September 2021 re-
port by the Center for Consumer 
Information and Insurance Over-
sight. Vermonters who enrolled in 
the first year that subsidies were 
available saw their premiums de-
crease by $186 per month or 62%.

“We can be proud that Vermont 
has among the highest rates of in-

sured people in the nation,” said 
Jenney Samuelson, secretary of 
the Vermont Agency of Huma n 
Services. “It is vital that Vermont-
ers keep their health coverage 
while we work to stabilize our 
health care system, a top priority 
as we emerge from the pandemic.”  

“In partnership with other states, 
Vermont urged Congress to extend 
subsidies beyond their current 
planned expiration at the end of 
this year to help Vermonters con-
tinue to afford health insurance,” 
said Andrea De La Bruere, com-
missioner of the Department of 
Vermont Health Access. “Afford-
able health premiums are a corner-
stone of access to health care.”

These subsidies have already 
infused more than $30 million to 
lower health insurance premiums 
for Vermonters across a wide range 
of income levels. For example, an 
individual earning $25,000 could 
have their entire premium sub-
sidized. Families with higher in-
comes could see an 80% discount 
on their plan.

 About the Inflation Reduction 
Act

The Inflation Reduction 
Act (H.R. 5376), passed by Con-
gress and expected to be signed 
by President Biden this week, in-
cludes a series of measures aimed 
at reducing cost pressures on 
Americans, including prescription 
drug reform, health care subsi-
dies, tax rebates, credits for energy 
costs, and more. For more details, 
visit www.congress.gov.

Federal Inflation Reduction Act will reduce 
health care costs for many Vermonters

Examining the good and the bad of the Inflation Reduction Act
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☑ Post to your company’s social media pages
☑ Monitor & respond to customer reviews
☑ Update your business info across
dozens of channels
☑ All in one easy-to-use platform!

FIRST IMPRESSIONS ARE
EVERYTHING.

MAKE YOURS COUNT.

DIGITAL@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM 802-388-4944

Independent Digital Marketing Services:

Scan me to
learn more!

WATERBURY — The Ver-
mont Fish and Wildlife Depart-
ment is offering a New Instructor 
Training Course for people inter-
ested in volunteering to teach 
Hunter Education in Vermont.

The training will take place 
Tuesday, August 30, from 9:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Parro’s Gun 
Shop at 601 US-2, in Waterbury.

Policies and procedures, fi eld 
techniques, and teaching meth-
ods will be covered to give in-
structors the tools to teach future 
hunters how to have a safe and 
enjoyable experience.

Applicants must pass a back-
ground check with a Vermont 
State Game Warden and appren-

tice-teach with a chief instructor 
before receiving their full State 
of Vermont Hunter Education 
Instructor certifi cation. 

 “Our hunter education instruc-
tors are all volunteers, donating 
their time to pass on a cherished 
Vermont tradition,” said Hunter 
Education Training Coordinator 
Nathan Lafont.  “The hours our 
instructors put in will leverage 
federal dollars that enable the 
Hunter Education Program to 
function.”

Those planning to attend 
should send in a fi lled-out 
application package found 
at https://vtfi shandwildlife.
com/node/128 and register 

for the training event online 
at https://register-ed.com/events/
view/184763,or call the Hunter 
Education Offi ce at 802-828-
1193 before the course date. 

“Additional instructor training 
courses will be offered in the fu-
ture, and the instructor applica-
tion can be fi lled out and submit-
ted at any time,” added Lafont.

Reasonable accommodations 
for persons with disabilities are 
available for free upon request.  
Requests should be made as early 
as possible.  Please call the offi ce 
staff at 802-828-1193 (voice) or 
1-800-253-0191 (TTY).

A VOLUNTEER HUNTER education instructor working with a group of youth and adult new hunters. 

Vermont Fish and Wildlife seeks volunteers 
for new hunter education instructor training

RUTLAND COUNTY— 
The Chamber & Economic De-
velopment of the Rutland Re-
gion (CEDRR), a not-for-profi t 
board charged with champion-
ing economic development in 
its communities, is seeking 
engaged residents for appoint-
ment to its Board of Directors. 

Residents interested in apply-
ing can fi nd more information 
about CEDDR at www.rutland-
vermont.com. The deadline for 
nominations is noon on Friday, 
September 2, 2022.

The CEDRR nomination 
process seeks to recruit resi-
dents of the Rutland region 
with lived experience and ex-
pertise to help achieve goals 
related to local economic driv-
ers: business development, en-

trepreneurship, marketing and 
tourism, advanced education, 
community services, and arts 
and culture.  

Nominations are completed 
in accordance with CEDDR’s 
diversity statement, which sup-
ports diversity in all of its forms 
and recognizes that cultural di-
versity plays a key role in eco-
nomic growth, as people from 
diverse backgrounds bring 
language skills, unique experi-
ences, new ways of thinking, 
innovative ideas and creative 
solutions to diffi cult problems. 

Consideration is given to 
various demographic and geo-
graphic representations within 
the greater Rutland Region. 

The CEDDR Board meets 
on the second Tuesday of the 

month at 8 a.m. for one hour. 
Appointments are three-year 
terms, allowing members the 
opportunity to sit on several 
committees focused on ad-
vancing the Rutland region as 
a great place to live, work, and 
play. 

All Board of Director meet-
ings are currently held virtu-
ally, with an evolving hybrid 
meeting approach for the fu-
ture.  

Rutland region residents 
interested in learning more 
about CEDRR’s board respon-
sibilities and membership, 
CEDRR’s committees, and the 
work being undertaken, may 
reach out to Lyle Jepson via 
email at lyle@rutlandeconomy.
com. 

ABOUT CEDRR
CEDRR’s mission is to cre-

ate a regional economic cli-
mate conducive to business 
growth by recruiting talent and 
businesses of all kinds, grow-
ing and retaining employers 
while creating a bridge to com-
munity and cultural organiza-
tions which promote healthy 
and vibrant neighborhoods and 
enhance the quality of life in 
Rutland County. 

On October 1, 2020, Rutland 
Economic Development Cor-
poration and Rutland Region 
Chamber of Commerce merged 
into one strong organization.  
A comprehensive committee 
structure comprised of Board 
and Rutland County-wide 
community members actively 

set goals and benchmarks for 
success in regional marketing, 
public policy, business devel-
opment, diversity-equity-inclu-
sion, fi nance, real estate, and 
events.  

Each committee supports the 
organization’s mission.  This 
includes support for the MINT, 
Rutland’s Makerspace, devel-
opment of the Hub CoWorks 
and associated Rutland’s Tech 
Startup Incubator, oversight of 
a loan fund, advocacy for state 
policies and regulations, stra-
tegic marketing, diverse work-
force growth, and business and 
community engagement oppor-
tunities.

Chamber & Economic Development of the Rutland Region 
in search of nominations for the Board of Directors
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D E A D L I N E S
Friday noon for Wednesday paper

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM

PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD HERE

The  Reporter assumes no 
financial responsibility for errors 
in ads, but will rerun the ad in 
which the error occured at no 
charge. No refunds will be made. 
Advertisers will please notify us of 
any errors noted.

Number of words:
Cost:

# of runs:

TOTAL:

BRANDON REPORTER
58 Maple St., Middlebury, VT 05753

802‑247‑8080
email: ads@brandonreporter.com

RA
TE
S • 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• minimum 2 insertions 
Cash in on our 4‑for‑3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! 

Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Help Wanted Services, 
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, & For Rent).

Name:

Address:

Notices
Card of Thanks
Personals
Services
Free**
Lost & Found**
Garage Sales
Lawn & Garden
Opportunities

Work Wanted
Public Meetings**
For Sale
Help Wanted
For Rent
Want to Rent
Real Estate 
Wanted
Vacation Rentals 
Wood Heat

Animals
Att. Farmers
Motorcycles
Cars
Trucks
SUVs
Snowmobiles
BoatsPhone:

CATEGORIES

** No charge for these ads

Email: Adoption

Or Submit Your Classifed Ads On Our Website! brandonreporter.com

Do you want to work with families, youth, and young 
children? We are seeking people to join our dynamic team, 

providing support to young families through
 center and home-based services.

Positions available:
Outreach Worker

Childcare Teacher/Parent Educator
Kitchen Program Coordinator

Great team support, generous benefits, professional
development, as well as close collaboration with other 

community agencies, fun work environment, a minimum
of a Bachelor’s degree in a related field is required.

These are full time positions, total hours negotiable.
Please send a resume and cover letter,

along with 3 references to Donna Bailey
at dbailey@addisoncountypcc.org.

DENTON & SON IS HIRING!
We are looking to fill 2 positions immediately:

• CDL truck driver- Full-time position
• Non CDL driver- Part-time position
Must be able to lift 50lbs consistently 

And have a clean driving record. 
Competitive pay offered.

Call our office to set up an interview: (802) 247-8340

Guest Relations - Front Desk

Brandon Inn • 20 Park Street • Brandon Vermont

“Make Some History of Your Own”

For an application and to schedule an interview 
email: mail@brandoninn.com.

No phone calls please. 

Do you like dealing with the public?
Join our great staff to help manage 

reservations, greet and check in guests, answer 
questions and requests and play a key role in 

offering a wonderful guest experience.
Taking applications to fill immediate shifts

at the Inn’s Front Desk.

FOR RENT
SALISBURY 4-BDRM - 2 bath house for rent. With attached two car garage, 11 minutes to high school, good size 
yard, full open basement. Asking $3,000 monthly. ($5,000 deposit and pets negotiable). 802-989-8399

HELP WANTED
STORE MANAGER - needed for CDL Bristol store in VT. We offer health insurance, Vacation and 401K. Please 
Contact Hannah.Jacobs@cdlusa.net for more information.

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: HONDA - self-propelled gas lawn mower in Middlebury village. Two years old. $600 new. Asking 
$385. Call 802-989-5773, please leave message.

Classifi eds

CONTACT US TODAY!
sales@brandonreporter.com

ADVERTISE

WITH US

Tom Van Sant

Christy Lynn

Angelo Lynn
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More shows added every month!

30 CENTER ST.
RUTLAND, VT
802.775.0903 

BUY YOUR 
TICKETS AT: ONLINE BOX OFFICEONLINE BOX OFFICE

PARAMOUNTVT.ORG

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14  |  8:00 PM FRIDAY, JANUARY 20  |  7:30 PM

THURSDAY, APRIL 20  |  7:30 PM

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13  |  7:30 PM

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5  |  6:30 PM FRIDAY, APRIL 21  |  7:30 PM

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12  |  7:00 PM FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25  |  3+7 PM

2022/2023
SEASON 
HIGHLIGHTS FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14  |  7:00 PMAUGUST 23 & 24  |  7:00 PM

GOLD SPONSORS: SEASON SPONSORS:

STARS ABOVE 
OPEN AIR CIRCUS
@ The Pittsford Village Farm
August 23 & 24  |  7:00 PM

LORRIE MORGAN
Friday, September 9  |  7:30 PM 

LEWIS BLACK: 
Off The Rails Tour 2022
Sunday, September 18  |  7:00 PM

BENNIE AND THE JETS: 
ELTON JOHN TRIBUTE
Saturday, October 1  |  7:00 PM

BUDDY: 
THE BUDDY HOLLY STORY
Friday, October 14  |  7:00 PM

JIM BRICKMAN: 
Brickman Across America
Saturday, October 15  |  7:30 PM

EAGLEMANIA
Friday, October 21  |  7:30 PM

SIDEWALK PROPHETS: 
I Believe It Now Tour
Sunday, October 23  |  7:00 PM

KIP MOORE: 
Fire On Wheels Tour
Saturday, October 29  |  8:00 PM

THE FRONTMEN
Saturday, November 5  |  7:30 PM

AMERICAN BALLET THEATRE: 
STUDIO COMPANY
Saturday, November 12  |  7:00 PM

RUDOLPH THE RED-NOSED 
REINDEER THE MUSICAL
Friday, November 25  |  3 & 7 PM

SOWETO GOSPEL CHOIR: 
Hope – It’s Been A Long Time Coming
Tuesday, December 13  |  7:30 PM

PINK FLOYD LASER 
SPECTACULAR
Saturday, January 14  |  8:00 PM

America’s Top Psychic Medium 
MATT FRASER
Friday, January 20  |  7:30 pm

NATALIE MACMASTER 
& DONNELL LEAHY
Sunday, February 19  |  7:00 PM

MENOPAUSE THE MUSICAL
Saturday, March 18  |  2 & 7 PM

THE PEKING ACROBATS®
Featuring The Shanghai Circus
Friday, March 31  |  7:30 PM

DISNEY’S WINNIE THE POOH: 
THE MUSICAL
Wednesday, April 5  |  6:30 PM

TERRY FATOR
Thursday, April 20  |  7:30 PM

WHOSE LIVE ANYWAY?
Feat. Ryan Stiles, Greg Proops, 
Jeff B. Davis & Joel Murray
Friday, April 21  |  7:30 PM

TUSK: ULTIMATE FLEETWOOD 
MAC EXPERIENCE
Saturday, April 22  |  7:30 PM

PLUS NEW HD 
MET OPERA SEASON

Full Listing

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23  |  7:00 PM

@ Pittsford Village Farm


