
BY ANGELO LYNN
With a statewide focus to 

clear up every town road in 
the state, this year’s state-
wide Green Up Day cam-
paign is challenging towns 
to reach the 100% goal — 
something that Leicester has 
had on its radar since last 
year. Leicester Town Clerk 
Julie Delphia and town 
Green Up coordinator Di-
ane Beware said the town to 

about 90% of the town roads 
cleaned up last year and was 
making a big push to clean 
every road in the town.

“We’re hoping residents 
will call us and sign up 
for the roads that don’t al-

BY ANGELO LYNN
LEICESTER — If Laura Coro 

had to share just one tip in her 43 
years of teaching at the Leicester 
elementary school, it would be 
this:

“You got to snag them while 
they’re young. You have to get 
them to like subjects in those 
early years. Once they’re hooked, 
you’ve got them learning.”

Mrs. Coro should know. She 
been “snagging” kids at the 
Leicester school since she joined 

the teaching ranks there in 1978.
She actually started teaching 

as a Title 1 instructor in Special 
Education for the Whiting El-
ementary, but after a few weeks 
there she was moved to a vacancy 
at Leicester Central School, as it 
was then known. In Leicester she 
was also teaching reading and 
special education and shortly 
thereafter, teaching 3rd-, 4th- and 
5th grade students. More recent-
ly the school was consolidated 

BY ANGELO LYNN
BRANDON — After scraping 

the ceiling panels 42 feet off the 
ground floor this spring, a final 
coat of paint on the ceiling mold-
ings and trim around the main 
hall of Brandon’s Town Hall has 
this stately and historic build-
ing looking better than ever — 
an amazing reversal of fortunes 
that at one time had pegged this 
historic building for the junk pile 
and its downtown location for a 
parking lot. 

“Today, it seems incredible 
that the intent of the town 24 
years ago was to tear it down 
and turn the space into park-
ing,” Dennis Marden, president 
of the Friends of Brandon Town 
Hall, said of the discussion 
among town leaders back in the 
late 1990s. But, he recalled, the 
building was largely abandoned 
since 1979, when it was last used 
for Town Meting. 

During the next 20 years it was 
used as storage place for some 
town documents and miscella-
neous records, sporadic events 
and failed efforts to restore its 
former usefulness. By the 1990s, 
however, it was deteriorating 
from underuse and lack of main-
tenance — a sad state of affairs 
for a building that had long been 
the social hub of the community.

QUICK HISTORY
The town hall was constructed 

in 1861, with the selectboard al-
locating the town to borrow up 
to $7,500 “for the expense of 
building the town hall and the 
land for the same.” Despite some 
early controversy about the qual-
ity of the building and its archi-
tecture, it was noted that final 
costs came in at over $10,000, 
including 100 settee, with two 
members of the building com-
mittee noting they were “aware 
that the Hall, costing $10,150, is 
a more expensive structure than 
some of our citizens would ap-
prove of, but we feel confident 
that a larger proportion will be 
proud of so magnificent a struc-
ture.”

The building was put to imme-
diate use on Dec. 13, 1861, as a 
site where 89 men were mustered 
into service to fight in the Civil 
War, and another 24 men were 
mustered into service on Dec. 
24. The men set out for Low-
ell, Mass. that Christmas Day to 
become part of the Seventeenth 
United States Infantry. In those 
early years and through the end 
of the century, the building was 
used, as one historic description 
says when describing modifica-
tions to the building “as would 
best promote the comfort of par-

ties having occasion to use the 
audience room, furnish a suit-
able room for an armory, another 
for the use of public gatherings 
and a lock-up for the detention 
of criminals and disturbers of the 
peace.” 

During this time, many com-
munity events were also held in 
the grand hall, including “vari-
ous theater troupes, several min-
strels, concerts, lectures, clubs, 
and Old Folks’ Concert, public 
dances, masquerade ball, spiri-
tualistic meetings, the Catholic 
fair, and the Fire District meet-
ings. After a fire on Jan. 12, 
1890, electric lights were added 
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FROM ITS STATELY beginnings in 1861, Brandon’s Town Hall wit-
nessed a very active first 100 years, then slumped in the early 
1970s through the end of the 1990s in disrepair and lack of use. 
The Friends of the Brandon Town Hall, represented in the lower 
photo by Kathy Mathis, left, and Dennis Marden, have raised and 
spent over $1 million over the past two decades to bring back its 
splendor. Reporter photo/Angelo Lynn

Over the past 24 years,  
the Friends revive 
Brandon’s Town Hall

Green Up Day comes to VT

(See Green Up Day,  Page 21)

OCA teacher retires after 43 years 

(See Laura Coro, Page 2)

(See FOTH, Page 12)

From near demise to revival 

MRS. LAURA CORO
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under the Otter Valley Unified 
Union district with the Leicester 
facility now called the Otter 
Creek Academy and teaching the 
older elementary grades, while 
Sudbury has K-2 grades. 

But for Mrs. Coro, she’s been 
teaching her students pretty 
much nonstop the better part of 
two generations and loving most 
every minute, especially when 
she was able to 
teach special 
units or projects, 
which she loved 
to do in adven-
turous ways to 
get the students 
excited.

It was called 
expeditionary 
learning, she 
said, because it 
was like going 
on a field trip, 
which some-
times they did 
and others times 
they did it in the 
classroom or 
outside on the 
school grounds. One time, she re-
called, she and her students built 
a teepee outside while studying 
Native American history, and 
built a small fire inside the teepee 
to show how they were able to 
stay warm, even though having a 
fire in the teepee might have been 

against school district policy.
“The kids loved the unit and re-

ally got involved in that history,” 
she recalled, adding that mixing 
real things like showing the stu-
dents what it was like living in 
a teepee made the history come 
alive.

In another unit, she and her 
students would collect Monarch 
caterpillars and chrysalises for 
their Butterfly Garden and keep 

them in the 
room until the 
pupa hatch — 
at which time 
they would 
have butter-
flies flittering 
around the 
room and the 
students would 
identify males 
and females 
and discuss the 
caterpillars’ life 
cycle.

In one sci-
ence unit on 
solar balloons, 
Mrs. Coro had 
a bit of a scare. 

It was December, she recalled, 
and they had blown up a large 
balloon which was tethered out-
side but it expanded too much, 
and almost escaped their clutch-
es, causing several moments of 
panic and exertion for her rela-
tively small frame to bring it back 

under control. 
“I was so scared I was going 

to get in trouble,” Mrs. Coro re-
membered, though she rarely did. 

In singing the praises of her 
school principles, the veteran 
teacher said they were always 
very supportive of creative ways 
to engage the students and of 
what teachers wanted to do. 

“They almost never said no 
to a request,” she said, with her 
eyes still full of sparkle and ex-
citement at some of the projects 
she did with her students. She re-
called taking them on field trips 
to Middlebury College to learn 
about solar energy, and going 
on nature walks with Otter Val-
ley Union High School’s Joshua 
Hardt, who ran the ecological 
Moosalamoo Center, or going 
to the OV high school on differ-
ent occasions during a six-week 
chemistry unit. 

In another unit on the human 
body for a health section, Mrs. 
Coro and her class were studying 
the heart and she gathered several 
hearts of various animals for dis-
play in the classroom. 

“I grew up in Orwell and al-
ways knew a lot of area hunt-
ers, so I’d give them a call, and 
call the game warden, and get 
these various animal hearts and 
then ask the kids whose heart it 
was,” she recalled. “One day Dr. 
Bill Mathis (then superintendent 
of RNESU) came into the class-
room in his three-piece suit and 
a veterinarian and we dissected 
a heart. I think he liked it, but I 
did get in trouble for using form-

aldehyde (even though we had it 
closed tight), so we had to switch 
to denatured alcohol.”

“We did that for several years,” 
Mrs. Coro remembered,  recall-
ing that it was a favorite unit for 
her students. 

Another fa-
vorite memory 
is the annual 
Memorial Day 
Parade. 

“One year I 
asked Principal 
Ellie Holsman 
if I could do a 
Memorial Day 
Program con-
nected with 
vets at the cem-
etery just down 
the street and 
she said sure. 
So I got every 
student to do a 
skit or a poem 
about the occasion and we’d 
walk down to the cemetery in a 
parade bringing flowers to put on 
the veterans’ graves, and our own 
students would play taps. We 
started it 14 years ago or more. 
I hope somebody takes it over. I 
don’t want to see it fade away.”
FINAL SCHOOL BELL

Not wanting those years at the 
school to fade away is on Mrs. 
Coro’s mind these days as she 
has announced she will retire at 
the end of the end of this school 
year as she turns 66. 

“I still love it all,” she said. 
“Just making that decision to 
retire was tough,” she added, 

though noting that her husband, 
George, recently retired from his 
own business as a carpenter and 
they wanted to spend more time 
together. George, she recalled, 
“was my carpenter in the school 

room the entire 
43 years. He 
was a real good 
sport about it, 
and loved help-
ing build some 
of the projects 
I did with the 
kids.”

Born on a 
dairy farm in 
Orwell with 
eight siblings, 
Mrs. Coro still 
calls Orwell her 
home and noted 
that all eight 
of her siblings 
went to college 
and three ended 

up as teachers — one brother 
who teaches at West Rutland and 
another who teaches in Califor-
nia.

Through it all, she’s noticed 
several major changes in teach-
ing. 

“It used to be that teachers 
were on their own with bigger 
classrooms of students, but today 
there are more para-educators, 
more diagnoses of students with 
problems, and more principals 
guiding the ship,” she said. “And 
it’s all needed,” Coro added, ex-
plaining that many more students 
today face troubles that they 

Laura Coro
(Continued from Page 1)

“It used to be that 
teachers were on 
their own with big-
ger classrooms of 
students, but today 
there are more para-
educators, more di-
agnoses of students 
with problems, and 
more principals 
guiding the ship — 
and it’s all needed.”

— Mrs. Laura Coro

“It’s exciting to see 
when the kids are 
successful in their 
work, when they 
can present and 
they get all ex-
cited to show what 
they’ve been do-
ing. They can be so 
proud, and that’s 
just wonderful to 
see.”

— Mrs. Laura Coro

(See Laura Coro, Page 3)

MRS. LAURA CORO, a teacher of 43 years at the Leicester 
Central School and now Otter Creek Academy, will retire 
at the end of this year. She is shown here with her 3rd-
4th-5th grade students.

Reporter photo/Angelo Lynn
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In the front page photo of 
the orange “mushrooms” in 
last week’s Reporter, we la-
beled them as what people 
normally call turkey tails 
(bright orange), but area resi-
dent Sue Wetmore corrected 
that is a Cinnabar Polypore 
growing on a dead tree. 

**********
In Proctor news, we wrote 

that some residents there with 
delinquent water bills were 
behind as much as $3,400, 

but Town Manager Michael 
Ramsey wrote to say the high-
est payment due is actually 
$14,000. And it was select-
man Tom Hogan, not select-
man Bruce Baccei, who made 
the comment in that same 
story  that the selectboard had 
been dealing with delinquent 
water accounts “for two town 
managers and two lawyers 
ago” and advocated that it was 
time to take action.

BRANDON — Two Park Street  
restaurants, Li’s Chinese Restau-
rant  and Mae’s Place, were in-
volved in burglaries last Thursday, 
April 28. Police are investigating a 
burglary at Li’s and an attempted 
burglary at Mae’s Place. 

The suspect broke into Li’s dur-
ing the early morning hours and 
got away with an undetermined 
amount of cash. The suspect also 
tried to break into Mae’s Place 
that same morning, but was un-
successful. The suspect is de-
scribed as wearing a light-colored 

hooded sweatshirt with the words 
“Ocean City” on the front, sweat 
pants, Nike sneakers with a Nike 
“Swoosh” on the side and a face 
mask. 

The suspect appears to be a 
white male, police reported, and 
may have facial hair. He may have 

also had a backpack on underneath 
the back of his sweatshirt. 

Brandon Police Chief David 
Kachajian said he was intent on 
trying to identify the burglar, ask-
ing residents to please contact the 
Brandon Police Department if they 
recognized the person or had heard 
any talk of the incident that may be 
helpful to police investigators.

In other activity police:

On April 25
• Responded to a motor vehicle 

Police Report
Brandon

(See Police report 19)

Police seek help fi nding suspect 
in multiple Brandon burglaries

Corrections

THE SUSPECT IN a burglary at Li’s Chinese Restaurant and attempted burglary at Mae’s Place, both 
in Brandon, was captured on surveillance camera while at Mae’s Place. Brandon Police are investi-
gating the burglary and request that anyone recognizing the suspect contact them.

didn’t have 30-40 years ago.
But many of the rewards are 

the same. 
“It’s exciting 

to see when the 
kids are suc-
cessful in their 
work,” Coro 
said, “when 
they can pres-
ent and they 
get all excited 
to show what 
they’ve been 
doing. They 
can be so 
proud, and that’s just wonderful 
to see.”

Of her time spent at just the one 
school, Mrs. Coro said she felt 
extremely fortunate. 

“I like the community because I 
felt I was helping teach their kids, 
and I just wanted to be sure they 
got everything they had coming 
to them. Even though we didn’t 
have all the resources of some of 
the bigger schools, we all fought 
hard to get the students every-
thing they needed and we were 
mostly successful… We do good 
things in these little schools. We 
can do things here that the bigger 
schools can’t.”

Asked what parents could do 
to help their students, Mrs. Coro 

was plain: “Support them,” she 
said.

“Just turn off the TV and read 
with them. Go over their home-

work with them 
and show them 
that schoolwork 
matters. Get in-
volved. Come to 
a child’s teacher 
conference.”

Like many 
things the COV-
ID-19 pandemic 
upset, holding 
school events at 
night and get-

ting together with parents at the 
schools is one of the things that 
has been missing for the past two 
years, but that will hopefully be 
coming back soon.  Nonetheless, 
she said, parents need to stay in-
volved with their students and the 
school however possible. 

Another way to stay involved, 
Mrs. Coro said, is just make sure 
the student reads each night.

“I have a program that I ask my 
students to read 20 minutes every 
night. And they have to tell me 
the next morning, what they’ve 
read and a little bit about it,” she 
said, adding that “100% of them 
read last night! That’s when I 
know I’ve done some good. That 
I’ve got them to be readers.”

Laura Coro
(Continued from Page 2)

“We do good things 
in these little 
schools. We can 
do things here that 
the bigger schools 
can’t.”
— Mrs. Laura Coro
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Sing a song of spring
WARBLERS ARE ON the way north and this Bay-breasted Warbler is one that is coveted. This 
species heads to far northern Vermont and into Canada.

Photo by Sue Wetmore 

(See Legislative Wrap, Page 6)

Guest Editorial
BRANDON REPORTER

Words matter in our efforts 
to keep children safe

BY STEPHANIE JEROME

Legislative 
Report

Legislative Wrap-up, notable bills passed by House
Today I submitted my paperwork 

to the Brandon Town Clerk to run 
for re-election to the Vermont House 
of Representatives for Rutland-6 
district (Brandon). I will represent 
Brandon, Pittsford and Sudbury in 
the legislature until January 2023. 
Please continue to be in touch and 
let me know how I can assist you. 
The end of the session is near and 
the bills are moving toward consen-
sus at rapid speed. 

Here is a sample of some of the 
notable bills recently passed in the 
House:

S.287: Advancing Equity in Our 
Education Funding System

Vermont’s commitment to equi-
table access to education is in our 
state Constitution. One of the eq-
uity mechanisms is “weighting,” 
which adjusts for the varying costs 
of educating different categories of 
students, such as high school stu-
dents or children who are living in 
poverty. This bill creates stronger 
Agency of Education oversight 
and district accountability — creat-
ing new standards for governance, 
financial management, school fa-
cilities, and English Learning state-
wide. No matter where we live, we 
are responsible for educating all of 

our students. The bill passed by a 
roll-call vote of 132-11.

S.286: Financial Stability for Our 
Public Pension System

The pension reform bill is the re-
sult of 15 months of hard work by 
the Pension Task Force, made up of 
legislators, public employees and 
the governor’s appointees. Vermont 
will contribute $200 million in one-
time surplus revenues. Teachers and 
state employees will increase and 
restructure their contributions — 
higher-income workers will pay a 
higher percentage of their income 
— and accept an adjustment to cost-
of-living increases. These savings 
will be re-invested into the pension 
system to retire the debt sooner. 
This will eliminate $2 billion of 
unfunded liability and ensure retire-
ment security and healthcare cer-
tainty for retired teachers and state 
employees. Although the House 
voted 144-0 to support the bill, the 
governor has vetoed the bill, S.286.

S.210: Rental Housing Safety
This bill expands access to af-

fordable housing and protects rental 
housing health and safety. S.210 
appropriates $20 million in fed-
eral ARPA dollars to support the 
Vermont Rental Housing Improve-

ment Program. Property owners can 
receive up to $50,000 in grants or 
loans to bring rental units into com-
pliance with building codes, or to 
create new accessory dwelling units 
on a lot with an existing structure. 
The property owner must contribute 
20 percent of the cost and rent must 
be set at 80% of fair market rents. 
The bill ensures consistency in 
rental housing safety statewide by 
aligning inspections conducted by 
the Division of Fire Safety with the 
public health requirements for rental 
housing. It relieves local volunteer 
health officers of responsibility for 
conducting rental inspections, and 
will fund it through a state rental 
housing registry for municipalities 
that do not currently have one.

S.100: Universal School Meals
This bill continues universal 

school meals through the 2022–23 
school year. For the past two years, 
the federal government has been 
providing free breakfast and lunch 
to all public-school students. S.100 
takes an important step to reduce 
hunger by ensuring that nutritious 
meals are available to all students. 
The $29 million appropriated closes 
the gap between the federal reim-

BY MARCIE HAMBRICK, 
PHD, MSW, Director of 
Child Sexual Abuse Preven-
tion

The news has taken notice 
that some are misusing a word 
that is important to protecting 
children from the risk of expe-
riencing child sexual abuse.  At 
PCAVT (Prevent Child Abuse 
Vermont) we want to help par-
ents know how to protect chil-
dren, so it is important that 
miscommunication be avoid-
ed.  This article will help you 
know what the word “groom-
ing” really means and help you 
keep your child(ren) safe and 
healthy.

Families, neighborhoods, 
schools, and other organiza-
tions that work with children 
can do a lot to keep children 
safe from grooming. “Groom-
ing” is a tactic that adults use to 
gain access to a child to harm 
them.  It is most often a grad-
ual process in which a person 
who has previously been seen 
as trustworthy begins to cross 
minor boundaries with chil-
dren. Some examples would be 
telling adult content jokes to 
children or in the presence of 
children, talking about adult in-
timate relationships to children 
or in the presence of children, 
or touching children in ways 
that make others feel uncom-
fortable or in ways that do not 
respect the child’s wishes.  

If any adult witnesses these 
kinds of boundary violations, 
they can take action by talk-
ing to the person who crossed 
a boundary to tell them that it 
isn’t okay.  After a conversa-
tion like this, it is important to 
observe the adult’s behavior. 

Grooming behaviors escalate 
and worsen over time.  If you 
see boundary violations con-
tinuing, another action could be 
to report what you saw to oth-
ers in the family or in the orga-
nization to be certain that only 
adults with healthy boundaries 
toward children have access to 
them.  Additionally, adults can 
check in with children to let 
them know that adults with in-
appropriate boundaries will not 
be allowed around them. Tak-
ing steps like these can really 
save a child from this kind of 
trauma.

Research indicates that adults 
who speak openly with children 

about sexuality in health-based 
language are not grooming.  In 
fact, open communication with 
children, according to their 
developmental phase, on this 
topic has been shown to reduce 
sexual abuse. One example of 
this is that when profession-
als or family members answer 
children’s questions about their 
bodies and provide them with 
the anatomically correct names 
for their body parts, this makes 
them safer. Another example 
is that when schools have in-
clusive curricula that educates 
students about how to respect 
all classmates, including those 
who identify as LGBTQ (lesbi-
an, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
or queer), all students report 
they feel safer!  

It does not keep children 
safer when we label adults who 
educate children on these top-
ics as “groomers.” Firstly, it 
is not a correct use of the term 
and also it could shut down 
conversation between a child 
and a trusted, protective adult, 
which would not be good pre-
vention.  

Let’s all use the word 
“grooming” correctly in order 
to better protect children from 
child sexual abuse.  As parents 
and other caring adults, we can 
take action to prevent people 
from crossing boundaries and 
also encourage all adults to 
answer children’s questions 
about their bodies, sexuality, 
and healthy relationships with 
developmentally appropriate, 
health-based information that 
keeps them safer.

If you want to learn more, 
think about attending one of 
our virtual trainings at www.
pcavt.org/upcoming-adult-re-
sponsibility-project-trainings. 
Or read this handy guidebook: 
Protecting Children from Sex-
ual Abuse: A Guide for Parents 
and Caregivers. 

Visit our website  www.pcavt.
org for more information on 
preventing child abuse or to 
chat with us.

Call the Vermont Parent 
Helpline 1-800-CHILDREN 
Monday-Friday 8:30 to 4:30 if 
you have questions. 
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‘Meaning of Life’
BY VICTOR NUOVO 

Middlebury College professor emeritus of philosophy

The irony of war

Letters to the Editor

The theme of this essay oc-
curred to me while reading a new 
history of the Second World War 
entitled “Blood and Ruins, The 
Last Imperial War.” It occurred 
to me that the subtitle, “The Last 
Imperial War,” must be taken 
ironically, although it was prob-
ably not meant that way by its 
author, British historian Richard 
Overy. He obviously meant it 
as a statement of fact, clear and 
simple. World War II was the last 
imperial war. Period.

World War II was started by 
three nations, whose purpose 
was to expand and consolidate 
their empires: Germany in Eu-
rope, Italy in the Mediterranean 
region and North Africa, and 
Japan in China and across the 
Pacifi c. In the book’s title, “last” 
is supposed to mean “fi nal” or 
the end as in “there isn’t any 
more.” But “last” has another 
meaning. It signifi es something 
that happened before and will 
happen again; like my last cold. 
My point is that “last” in the title 
of the book makes better sense 
when taken in both ways.

World War II was not the very 
last imperial war, it was merely 
the last one. The war in Ukraine 
has become the next one. Overy 
wrote his book before Russia 

invaded Ukraine. By invading 
Ukraine Russia began another 
imperial war. Hence, the Rus-
sian war of aggression against 
Ukraine has falsifi ed the title 
of Overy’s book, or, better, the 
title remains true, but only if in-
terpreted ironically. It must be 
taken in both ways: World War II 
was meant to be the last imperial 
war, but it wasn’t. This double 
meaning is inherent in tragedy. 
And it tends to confi rm Reinhold 
Niebuhr’s belief that all human 
history is tragic, and that a sense 
of tragic irony is the key to un-
derstanding history.

What is tragic irony? I’ll begin 
with an example: the song “The 

Last Time I Saw Paris,” whose 
melody was composed by Je-
rome Kern with lyrics by Oscar 
Hammerstein II. It was written in 
1940 just after the Fall of Paris. 
Seeing Paris could then be only 
a memory for them. The song 
is ironic; it expresses the hope 
of seeing Paris again as it was, 
when “her heart was warm and 
gay” and one could hear “the 
laughter of her heart in every 
street café,” but it also expresses 
a foreboding that this is no lon-
ger possible. All that remained 
was the memory of it: “No mat-
ter how they change her, I’ll re-
member her that way.” “they” 
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802.465.8009          8 CONANT SQUARE              BRANDON, VERMONT

Happy Mother’s Day!

WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

David Wimett, 35 Years Experience
C. Michael Jackman, 40 Years Experience
2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2014 TOYOTA 4RUNNER
4x4 SR5, Loaded, 133k miles

$25,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2012 HONDA CRV
EXL AWD, Loaded, Leather, Sunroof, 133k miles

$14,995

2019 TOYOTA TUNDRA
4x4 DB Cab, SR5, 5.7 V8, 61k miles

$39,895

2017 GMC SIERRA
XTD Cab, 4x4 V6, Loaded, 89k miles

$28,995
More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

SNOWBIRDS RETURNING SALE!SNOWBIRDS RETURNING SALE!

2015 KIA FORTE
LX Sedan, Auto, Loaded, only 54k miles!

$13,995

(See Meaning of Life, Page 6)

“I know many Vermonters are very concerned about reports the Su-
preme Court may overturn Roe. Although no one can know for sure 
that this draft will be the fi nal opinion, I want Vermonters to be as-
sured that this state has prepared for this possibility. Three years ago, 
we enacted a law that affi rms the fundamental rights of all women 
and ensures reproductive health decisions remain between a woman 
and her health care provider – totally free from government interfer-
ence. It is important for Vermonters to know this will remain true in 
Vermont regardless of what happens with the Supreme Court. And 
Vermonters will have the opportunity to solidify this right in Novem-
ber, when Prop. 5 amending Vermont’s constitution is on the ballot.”

—Gov. Phill Scott

Last night, Politico published 
a leaked draft Supreme Court 
majority opinion in Dobbs v. 
Jackson Women’s Health Or-
ganization that explicitly over-
turns Roe v. Wade and Planned 
Parenthood v. Casey. The draft 
majority opinion, written by 
Justice Alito, openly overrules 
Roe and Casey, stating that “Roe 
was egregiously wrong from the 
start” and “we hold that Roe and 
Casey must be overruled.” 

It is important to note that 
while this opinion is still a draft 
and abortion is still legal across 
the country (though only up to 
six weeks of pregnancy in Tex-
as), this leaked opinion is horri-

fying and unprecedented, and it 
confi rms that the Supreme Court 
is prepared to end the constitu-
tional right to abortion by over-
turning Roe v. Wade.

Legal abortion is protected in 
Vermont. If the Supreme Court 
allows states to ban abortion, 26 
states are certain or likely to ban 
abortion, but passing Repro-
ductive Liberty Amendment in 
Vermont would ensure that the 
rights we have today will not 
change tomorrow.

Eileen Sullivan, 
Planned Parenthood of 
Northern New England

The fundamental rights and liberties
of all women will be defended, 
protected and preserved in Vermont

We need to pass the Reproductive 
Liberty Amendent in Vermont
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James Erik Bryant, 42, Brandon/Rutland
RUTLAND — James Erik 

Bryant, 42, who went missing on 
November 21, 2021 was found 
deceased on April 27, 2022 in 
Rutland, Vt.  James left us here on 
earth to be with his Uncle Dennis, 
Grandparents Pearly and Maire, 
Uncle Rick Aunt Cheryl, Great 
Uncle Larry, Grandpa Jack and his 
beloved pitbull, Eli.

James began his life on May 
28, 1980 at Porter Hospital in 
Middlebury, Vt. His mom, Kathy, 
and his dad, Steve, welcomed him 
with open arms and have loved him 
ever since.

He spent his formative years 
growing up in Brandon, Vt. with 
his step-sister and brother, Sarah 
and Paul, whom he loved very 
much.  He received his education 
at Neshobe Elementary School, 
Otter Valley Union High School 
and the Northlands Job Corps Cen-
ter in Vergennes, Vt.  He enjoyed 
his childhood, loving the outdoors, 
his minibike/motorcycles, camping 
out, playing in his treehouse, and 
just generally getting into boyhood 
mischief as it was in the 1980s 
where kids could still be kids.

James would spend some of his 
school vacation time working with 
his dad in the family roofing busi-
ness, learning the trade at a young 
age. His artistic talent did not end 
there. He was self-taught at play-
ing the guitar and could hear a song 
on the radio and play the notes and 
chords as he was hearing them.  He 
was also quite masterful at painting 
and drawing anything requested of 
him.  

Recently, he had discovered a 
true love of wind instruments and 
spent many hours honing his skills. 

On September 14, 2003, James 
headed for California with his dog, 
Eli, in an old Volvo station wagon. 
Having made it as far as Colorado 
before the car was destroyed in an 
accident, he packed his things and 
his dog and completed his journey 
by way of hitchhiking. The picture 
that accompanies this is of him on 
his way to California.  

He would spend the next five 
years living in and around the Sier-
ra Nevada’s working for a cabinet-
maker, who he said was a nut, but 
had taught him a lot of “cool stuff.” 

It was in those mountains where 
he would hone his skills at rock 
climbing and trout fishing, some-
times camping out for months at a 
time. 

In February of 2008, James’ Dad 
flew to California and together they 
piloted his 1961 GMC RV camper 
back to Vermont. James spent his 
remaining years in and around the 
Rutland area working mainly in 
the roofing trade and had become 
quite masterful at the installation of 
slate roof until he was tragically as-

saulted in 2017 and ended up with 
a traumatic brain injury. 

This ended his climbing of roofs 
and rocks for good.  James was 
a spiritual man, having read the 
Bible from front to back numer-
ous times. He believed in his Lord 
Jesus Christ and he embraced the 
Rastafarian culture as was evident 
by his long dreadlocks and beard.  

He loved his gentle pit-bull very 
much and he proved it by towing 
him in a trailer behind his bicycle 
up and down the coast of Califor-
nia. James was an amazing man 
with amazing stories to tell. Some-
times outspoken and sometimes 
misunderstood. He had a good 
heart and was very much loved.

James Erik Bryant is survived 
by his dear mom, Kathy Laferriere 
and her husband Paul; dad, Steve 
Bryant and his wife, Cee; stepmom 
Betsy King, stepsister and brother 
Sarah and Paul Manley; his grand-
mother Me “Me,” and many aunts, 
uncles and cousins. 

The graveside funeral service 
and committal will take place on 
Saturday, May 7, 2022 at 11 a.m. 
in St. Mary’s Cemetery, Brandon.  
Officiant will be the Rev. Maurice 
Moreau, Pastor Our Lady of Good 
Help, St. Mary’s Parish, Brandon.

A reception will follow at the 
Ripton Mountain Distillery, 12 
Park Street, Brandon

Memorial contributions to 
Rutland County Humane Society, 
765 Stevens Road

Pittsford, VT 05763. Arrange-
ments are under the direction of the 
Miller & Ketcham Funeral Home, 
Brandon.

JAMES ERIK BRYANT

Obituaries
refer to the Nazi conquerors.

The song expresses conflicting 
sentiments: hope and despair, joy 
and sadness. Hope and despair, 
joy and sadness are contradic-
tories. And it is just such incon-
sistencies and the capacity of the 
mind to think them and the heart 
to feel them together in the same 
moment that gives the song such 
power. Tragic irony is the power 
of a narrative simultaneously to 
evoke these conflicting thoughts 
and feelings. Perhaps, in time a 
Ukrainian exile, a poet will com-
pose a poem on the theme “the 
last time I saw Mariupol.” As I 
write, her defenders are prepar-
ing to make a last stand. Glory 
to Ukraine!

What has this to do with the 
meaning of the title of Richard 
Overy’s book and to the irony of 
history?

In “The Last Imperial War,” 
Richard Overy argues that the 
period 1914 through 1945, which 
embraces both world wars, 
should more properly be la-
beled a second Thirty Years War, 
which seems to me to be correct. 
But the defeat of the Axis powers 
did not end the war. At the end 
of World War 
II, the three im-
perial powers 
that began the 
war lost their 
empires. The 
two major vic-
torious powers 
stood opposed: 
The United 
States and the 
Soviet Union. 
The Cold War 
f o l l o w e d , 
which lasted 
until 1991, 
and this set the 
stage for anoth-
er imperial war, 
which began 
with the Rus-
sian invasion of 
Ukraine. There 
is no descrip-
tion that better 
fits this war: it 
is yet another 
imperial war. From Putin’s ir-
rational rants, it is clear that his 
motives are imperial, and his 
method to achieve it ruthless, 
cruel, barbaric and unforgive-
able. It seems now that the U.S. 
and NATO will be engaged in 
another cold war for years to 
come, and that the world has not 
seen the last imperial war. If, as 
Richard Overly believes, the two 
world wars constitute a second 
Thirty Years War; then it may 
also be said that the wars from 
1914 to the present constitute an-
other Hundred Years War. These 

precedents only show that civili-
zation has not progressed. Peace 
does not seem to be in our nature. 
We are, as Hobbes believed, ag-
gressive animals, better at mak-
ing war than making peace.

Vladimir Putin has described 
his war against Ukraine as a trag-
edy. But Putin is no tragic hero, 
and there is no irony in the cru-
elty with which it is carried on 
by Russian forces, nor in his ti-
rades, which are mad and full of 
lies, like Hitler’s rants, they are 
just as evil.

The tragedy belongs to the 
powers allied with Ukraine. The 
hope of the Allies after World 
War II was that victory would 
usher in an age of the rule of law. 
The possibility of achieving this 
goal depended on the total defeat 
of the Axis powers. Even then, 
the goal was not reached. For 
we are in the midst of another 
imperial war. And from the look 
of things, it doesn’t look like the 
U.S. and NATO have yet worked 
out a winning strategy. At the 
very least, Putin’s armies must be 
defeated and destroyed. Ukraini-
an forces have proven that they 
have the ability to do this. But 
they require the material means 

to achieve this, 
which the U.S. 
and NATO must 
provide unstint-
ingly. But per-
haps even more 
is needed: a 
show of force 
by NATO. Oth-
erwise this cur-
rent hundred 
years war is 
likely to go on 
forever, and the 
tragic guilt will 
be ours to bear.

P o s t s c r i p t : 
The full title 
of Richard Ov-
ery’s book, 
which is excel-
lent, is “Blood 
and Ruins: The 
Last Impe-
rial War: 1931–
1945.” Read it 
along with Re-

inhold Niebuhr’s “The Self and 
the Dramas of History.” And be 
sure to watch the late great Ann 
Southern’s rendition of “The 
Last Time I saw Paris” on You-
Tube; it evokes the sadness of 
war. It is a very deep sadness 
deepened by the remembrance 
of Parisian gaiety, the gaiety of a 
city at peace. 

Editor’s note: Victor Nuovo is 
on break now, but look for this 
series to resume in a month or 
so.

Meaning of Life
(Continued from Page 5)

At the end of World 
War II, the three im-
perial powers that 
began the war lost 
their empires. The 
two major victorious 
powers stood op-
posed: The United 
States and the So-
viet Union. The Cold 
War followed, which 
lasted until 1991, 
and this set the 
stage for another 
imperial war, which 
began with the 
Russian invasion of 
Ukraine. 

bursement and the cost of providing 
meals to all students. Offering this 
program for one more year gives 
the state time to collect data on 
participation rates and understand 
how much it would cost to continue 
the program beyond 2023. School 
food-service directors and teachers 
overwhelmingly support continuing 
the universal free meals program. 
There is hope that the federal gov-
ernment may continue its expanded 

funding. 
S.11
I am hoping that my commit-

tee’s work on the Economic and 
Workforce Development bill will 
pass the House this week. Keep an 
eye out for S.11 — there are lots of 
great programs in the bill to move 
Vermont’s economy forward!

Be Careful Around RR Tracks
Amtrak’s Ethan Allen Express is 

operating trial runs from Rutland to 
Burlington. The new Amtrak line 

is faster and quieter than we are all 
used to. Far too many Vermonters 
are walking the tracks and fish-
ing off bridges, unaware that the 
practice rounds are occurring. It is 
very dangerous to be on or near the 
tracks. Please stay off the tracks and 
use the utmost caution when cross-
ing them.

Take care, 
Rep. Stephanie Zak Jerome

Legislative wrap
(Continued from Page 4)

The Reporter will publish paid obituaries and free notices of passing. Paid obituaries cost 25 cents per word and will 
be published, as submitted, on the date of the family’s choosing. For those who do not wish to purchase an obituary, the 
Reporter offers a free notice of passing up to 100 words, subject to editing by our news department. Photos (optional) with 
either paid obituaries or free notices cost $10 per photo. Obituaries may be emailed to news@brandonreporter.com.

Submissions must be received by 11 a.m. on Monday for publication in the Wednesday paper.

Obituary Guidelines
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Tuesday:
Chess Club
Join us every Tuesday evening for a fun night of chess from 
4:00–6:00 p.m. at the Godnick Adult Center, 1 Deer Street, 
Rutland.
Brandon Public Library Pins & Needles Crafting Group
The club will meet 5:30–7 p.m.
Brandon Public Library Teen Advisory Group
This advisory group meets every fi rst Tuesday of the month 
from 3:30–5 p.m.
Brandon Public Library Book Discussion Group
Starting at 6 p.m., this group also meets every fi rst Tuesday
of the month.

Wednesdays:
Brandon Public Library Meditation Group
Meet us for an hour of calm from 12:30–1:30 p.m.

Thursdays:
Open Mic Nights
The Clear River Inn & Tavern in Pittsfi eld hosts weekly
open mic nights. Sign-up starts at 8:00 p.m., the show is 

Now – May 28:
Brandon Free Public Library Spring cleaning book sale 
Fridays 10 a.m.  – 6 p.m., and Saturday 10 a.m.  – 4 p.m. All 
sales by donation. Don’t miss out on your chance to stock 
up before summer.

7:
Green Up Day in the West Rutland Marsh
On Sat from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. help clean up our 
favorite Audubon “Important Bird Area”. Wear gloves and 
boots. Meet at the West Rutland Town Hall at 9am. More 
info: birding@rutlandcountyaudubon

North Clarendon Craft Fair
Join us from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. for our Craft Fair, just in time for 
Mother’s Day! We will have great gift giving items available 
such as painted cement leaves, tote bags, fabric bowls, 

earrings, jams/jelly’s, baked goods, paintings, wooden 
bowls, hand painted cards, leggings, and so much more! 
448 Route 7b, North Clarendon 05759.

14:
Town of West Rutland open to vendors for Town Wide 
Yard Sale
The Town of West Rutland has scheduled its annual Town-
Wide Yard Sale for Saturday, May 14th from 8:00am to 
2:00pm.  West Rutland residents can register their sale with 
the town by May 9th, to be included on the town wide 
map.  Vendor space is also available for rental on the Town 
Hall lawn - a 10’x10’ space is $20.00 (bring your own tables). 
For more information call the Town Offi ce at 802-438-2263.

15: 
Opening Reception: Nathan Shepard: Oils & Gouaches, 
with Poems by Megan Buchanan at Next Stage Arts 
Project 
Join us from 2 – 5:00 p.m. to celebrate the opening. Na-
than discovered a love for mural painting in the early 1990’s, 
which resulted in a period at the Instituto 
Allende, Guanajuato, to further his study of 
mural painting. He spent a winter painting at 
the Vermont Studio Center and has studied 
plein air with Caleb Stone during multiple trips 
to Monhegan Island, Maine. Most recently 
Nathan’s work was featured in a summer show 
at the Canal Street Art Gallery in Bellows Falls, 
Vermont. 

Megan Buchanan is a poet, dancemaker, 
organizer, and educator. Her poetry collection 
Clothesline Religion (Green Writers Press, 2017) 
was nominated for the 2018 Vermont Book 
AwardShe’s currently researching and prepar-
ing for an upcoming performance residency at 
BMAC which will run from mid-October 2022 
through January 2023 – a new iteration of a 
collaborative, interdisciplinary performance 
project about radioactivity, rivers/oceans, grief 
and love.

18:
Age Well Vermont
Many Vermonters wish to remain independent 

as long as possible.  To this end, Tracey Shamberger, Direc-
tor of Public Relations for Age Well Vermont, will give a 
presentation about the services that they offer on at 2 p.m. 
at the Shoreham Congregational Church.  This presenta-
tion is free and open to the public and all are encouraged 
to attend.  The hall is handicapped accessible. Age Well is 
the leading expert and advocate for the aging population 
of Northwestern Vermont. Since 1974, they have provided 
Vermonters with the necessary support to manage their 
daily living needs, with the goal of keeping them active, 
healthy and independent.  Committed to helping individu-
als age well, they reduce barriers by providing access to 
healthy meals, in-home care and community resources.  
They do not charge for services provided, but rely on dona-
tions and encourage clients to contribute if they are able to 
do so. They are committed to serving all older Vermonters, 
their families and caregivers regardless of sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity, age, disability, race, religion, educa-
tion, or fi nancial status.  They believe that demonstrating 
inclusiveness creates a healthy, positive, and collaborative 
community.

May
Calendar of events

No Mow May

But cut them once they start to seed. 
Dandelions are a very important 
source of early pollen and nectar for 
bees and many other pollinators.  
Please consider pollinator pathways 
or consider select areas of your lawns 
not to mow. May is full of forage for 
pollinators, but a properly planned 
pollinator garden can be a source 
throughout the Spring, Summer 
and Fall. 

Thank you to Chaz Mraz and
 Cee Denney, Champlain Valley 

Apiaries for the information and picture.

or consider select areas of your lawns 
not to mow. May is full of forage for 
pollinators, but a properly planned 
pollinator garden can be a source 
throughout the Spring, Summer 

Thank you to Chaz Mraz and
 Cee Denney, Champlain Valley 

Apiaries for the information and picture.

But cut them once they start to seed. 

On behalf of the pollinators and 
citizens who care about them, 

please let the dandelions bloom!

2127 RTE 73 EAST ~ SUDBURY, VT ~ 802-623-7373
millerhillfarmvt.com

Opening May 7thOpening May 7th
Saturday-Sunday 10-4 or by appointmentSaturday-Sunday 10-4 or by appointment

Miller Hill Farm,
Nursery & Gardens

Blueberries ~ Fruit Trees ~ Shade Trees
Ornamental Shrubs ~ Native Trees & Shrubs

Planters ~ Statuary

RCAS will hold its annual Cen-
tury Count on May 21 this year.

This is a day devoted to scav-
enging the county for all species of 
birds, with the hope of totaling 100 
or more. While it is much like our 
Christmas Count, it is not limited 
by 15 mile parameters.

This year, once again, we will 
form several groups to cover 
the terrain. If you would like 
to be part of a group, contact:
birding@rutlandcountyaudubon.org
to be assigned to a group.

Meeting time will be 7 AM. 
Bring lunch and wear boots appro-
priate for hiking. We may or may 
not carpool, depending on the sta-
tus of COVID at the time.

Rutland County Audubon 
Annual Century Count- May 21
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BRANDON — Classics from 
the silent film era return to the big 
screen this May at the Brandon 
Town Hall and Community Cen-
ter, which will host another season 
of vintage cinema with live music.

First up is Harold Lloyd in ‘For 
Heaven’s Sake’ (1926), an up-
roarious romantic comedy which 
screens on Saturday, May 14 at 7 
p.m. Admission is free; donations 
are welcome to help support ongo-
ing Town Hall renovation efforts.

Live music for each silent film 
program will be provided by Jeff 
Rapsis, a New Hampshire-based 
performer and composer who spe-
cializes in scoring and presenting 
silent films.

In ‘For Heaven’s Sake,’ Lloyd 
plays a wealthy young man smit-
ten with the daughter of an im-
poverished clergyman who min-
isters to the urban poor. On the 
day Lloyd and the girl plan to 
marry, Lloyd’s wealthy country 
club friends kidnap him to prevent 
what they see as an embarrassing 
mistake.

Can the urban mission’s petty 
criminals and chronic alcoholics 
rescue Harold and get him to the 
church on time? ‘For Heaven’s 
Sake,’ promoted with the tagline 
‘A Man With A Mansion, A Miss 
with a Mission,’ became the 4th-
highest grossing film of 1926, 
earning $2.6 million.

Critic Leonard Maltin de-
scribed ‘For Heaven’s Sake’ as 
“...a screamingly funny silent 
comedy.”

In accompanying films live, 
Rapsis uses a digital synthesizer 
to recreate the texture of the full 
orchestra. He improvises the mu-
sic in real time, as the movie is 
shown.

“It’s a real treat to return to 
Brandon for another season of 
great silent film,” Rapsis said. “If 
you’ve never seen one of these 
movies in a theater, check it out. 
These films were the pop culture 
of their day, and retain their ability 
to hold an audience and deliver a 
great time at the movies.”

RUTLAND, Vt. –  The popu-
lar Wonderfeet Kids’ Museum in 
downtown Rutland is expanding 
operations and moving into Green 
Mountain Power’s (GMP’s) En-
ergy Innovation Center (EIC) on 
Merchants Row, tripling the size 
of the museum to 9,000 square 
feet and creating more opportuni-
ties to support the education and 
development of children.

With its dynamic, colorful, and 
interactive exhibits, Wonderfeet 
fosters creativity and exploration, 
inspiring creativity, and igniting 
imaginations through the power 
of play for both kids and parents.

“This is a thrilling moment as 
we announce the expansion to 
become Wonderfeet at GMP’s 
Energy Innovation Center, grow-
ing our mission to care for kids 
and families and transform lives,” 
said Wonderfeet Executive Direc-
tor Danielle Monroe. “The sci-
ence of kids’ brain development 
clearly shows that reaching kids 
at a young age is imperative, and 
with this new space we can do so 
much more. We are so grateful to 
our community, which has em-
braced us in this transformational 
work.”

Wonderfeet started in 2010, as 
part of the grassroots Creative 
Economy planning session, and 
now attracts about 20,000 people 
to downtown every year. The new 
space will expand the positive im-
pact on the community and kids, 
becoming a statewide destination.

“This is wonderful news, and 
shows the continued revitaliza-
tion of downtown Rutland,” said 

Rutland Mayor David Allaire. 
“Already Wonderfeet attracts so 
many visitors to our region, and 
this expansion is an important 
part of the downtown’s growth. 
Wonderfeet will offer attractions 
and educational opportunities, al-
lowing more people to see why 
downtown Rutland has so much 
to offer from shopping, to meals, 
to a top-notch kids’ museum.”

GMP’s EIC has served as a key 
part of GMP’s energy innova-
tion work, showcasing interactive 
displays, and collaborating with 
many partners on education op-
portunities, including Wonderfeet 
who has used the space for camps 
and programs. Having Wonder-
feet fully expand into this location 
builds on the success of the EIC 
as a community resource.

“We are so excited to support 
Wonderfeet’s growth and their 
mission to help kids and fami-
lies,” said GMP President and 
CEO Mari McClure. “GMP is 
committed to contributing to the 
vibrancy of downtown Rutland 
and the community, and this an-
nouncement shows a long-term 
commitment to the health, well-
being, and development of Ver-
mont’s youth, who are critical to 
the future.”

Wonderfeet helps build healthy 
families by also providing ac-
cess to the museum with a vast 
array of community partners, 
for programs including literacy 
events, postpartum programs 
through Rutland Regional Medi-
cal Center, and hosting free vis-
its for pediatric PT/OT, speech 

pathologists, and mental health 
professionals, and multiple events 
with local schools. The expanded 
space will connect more parents 
to each other through peer sup-
port networks, helping parents 
understand brain development in 
kids through play, and creating 
even more educational support to 
every school in Rutland County, 
and schools across the state.

“Magic happens as soon as my 
little one walks through the door 
at Wonderfeet,” said Heather 
Dazzi of Rutland City. “You can 
see the sparkle in her eyes as she 
moves from 
one activity 
to the next, 
makes new 
friends and 
uses her 
i m a g i n a -
tion. Won-
derfeet has 
b e c o m e 
an integral 
part of our 
c o m m u -
nity - it’s so 
much more 
than a local 
business to 
us, it feels 
like home, 
and we are 
so excited 
for the new 
space and 
all the new 
opportuni-
ties to spark 
more joy 
and creativ-

ity.”
Wonderfeet remains open at its 

current space until the move to 
the EIC at the end of 2022, with 
a grand reopening planned for 
early 2023. All of this is possible 
thanks to widespread community 
and business support, including 
key partners like Casella.

“When my son Otis and I 
moved to Rutland, the staff at 
Wonderfeet immediately made us 
both feel so welcomed and held,” 
said Helen Taylor, who lives in 
Rutland City.  “I trust them im-
plicitly and am so grateful that 

Wonderfeet exists in our com-
munity.  It provided an immedi-
ate rooting that I honestly cannot 
imagine Rutland, or our lives, 
without.”

Wonderfeet is accessible to ev-
eryone with affordable admissions 
and services always available. 
This includes reduced admissions 
and memberships through the Ac-
cess Program and Free Family 
passes available through public 
libraries in 21 towns. 

For more information on Won-
derfeet, visit www.wonderfeet-
kidsmuseum.org.

Wonderfeet Kids’ Museum to triple in size, move into GMP’s Energy Innovation Center

A YOUNG MUSEUM goer enjoys the turtle tank.   Photo provided

HAROLD LLOYD AND Jobyna Ralston star in ‘For Heaven’s Sake’ (1926), a romantic comedy to 
be screened with live music on Saturday, May 14 at 7 p.m. at Brandon Town Hall; for more info, 
visit www.brandontownhall.com.

Classic comedy ‘For Heaven’s Sake’ plays with live music on May 14

(See ‘For Heaven’s Sake, Page 9)
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It’s the 11th year of the popular 
silent fi lm series, which gives resi-
dents and visitors a chance to see 
great movies from the pioneering 
days of cinema as they were meant 
to be shown—on the big screen, 
with an audience, and accompa-
nied by live music. Screenings are 
held once a month on Saturday 
nights starting in May and running 
through November. Admission is 
free; donations are encouraged, 
with proceeds to benefi t the Town 
Hall’s ongoing restoration.

Over the years, silent fi lm dona-
tions have helped support projects 
including handicapped access to 
the 19th century building; reno-
vating the bathrooms; and restor-
ing the structure’s original slate 
roof.

The screening of ‘For Heaven’s 

Sake’ is sponsored by Judith Reil-
ly Gallery, Gary and Nancy Mef-
fe, and Pam and Steve Douglass.

Route 125 in East Middlebury u 802-388-4015

VISIT https://www.wayburyinn.com
/mothers-day-2022 for details

Entrees
Herb Crusted Prime Rib • Beef Tenderloin  •  Rack of Lamb 

Duck Breast  •  Grilled Atlantic Salmon • Shrimp Scampi
 Mushroom Wellington • Cauliflower Steak

Appetizers
Smoked Trout Mousse
Scallop Parma  •  Beef Carpaccio
Spicy Blue Cheese Cake
Salads
Caesar Salad
Waybury Salad
Spring Salad

Cafe ProvenceCafe Provence
MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCHMOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH

11 Center Street, Brandon,Vermont

Sunday, May 8th

Seatings at 10:30 am, 
12:30 pm, 2:30 pm and 

4:30 pm
$47/person  

(plus tax & gratuity)

Vegan options available 
upon demand.

Children’s Brunch
menu available.

802-247-9997

Broccoli Cheddar Ale soup
Gazpacho 

Caesar Salad • Asparagus Crepe
Red Beet Salad

Eggs Benedict w/Crabmeat Cakes 
Fillet of Salmon 

Beef Bourguignon
Grilled Lamb Chops

Mother’s Day Dessert Trio:
Key Lime & Raspberry Square

Flourless Chocolate Cake
French Macaron

for a full Mother’s Day menu go to 
www.cafeprovencevt.com

FEATURING

‘For Heaven’s Sake’
(Continued from Page 8)

• Saturday, June 11, 7 p.m.: ‘The Adven-
tures of Robin Hood’ (1924) starring Doug-
las Fairbanks Sr. 100th anniversary of block-
buster adaptation of the tales of Robin Hood. 
The top grossing fi lm of 1922! Sponsored by 
Bruce Ness and Nancy Spalding-Ness.

• Saturday, July 23, 7 p.m.: ‘Sherlock Jr.’ 
(1924) and ‘Battling Butler’ (1926). A Buster 
Keaton double feature showing the stone-
faced comedian at the peak of his physical 
comedy powers. Sponsored by Kathy and 
Bill Mathis in memory of Maxine Thurston.

• Saturday, Aug. 13, 7 p.m.: ‘Blood and 
Sand’ (1922) starring Rudolph Valentino in 
his fi rst starring role, as a sexy bullfi ghter in 
this romantic thriller. Celebrating its 100th 
anniversary! Sponsored by Edward Loedding 
and Dorothy Leysath, the Hanson Family in 
memory of Pat Hanson, and Sally Wood.

• Saturday, Sept. 10, 7 p.m.: ‘The Flying 

Ace’ (1926), rare example of movies pro-
duced for black-only theaters in segregated 
parts of the nation; added to the National 
Film Registry in 2021. Sponsored by Nancy 
and Gary Meffe.

• Saturday, Oct. 22, 7 p.m.: ‘Nosferatu’ 
(1922) Just in time for Halloween! Celebrate 
the 100th anniversary of F.W. Murnau’s orig-
inal adaptation of Bram Stoker’s ‘Dracula’ 
story. Sponsored by Bar Harbor Bank and 
Trust.

• Saturday, Nov. 19, 7 p.m.: ‘Her Sis-
ter from Paris’ (1925) starring Con-
stance Talmadge, Ronald Colman. The 
scene: Europe. The cast: Rich people. Ef-
fervescent battle-of-the-sexes comedy. 
Sponsored by Harold & Jean Somerset.
For more about the music, visit www.jeffrap-
sis.com.

Other fi lms in this year’s 
Brandon Town Hall silent fi lm series include:
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GREG’S TIRE
763 Franklin St., Brandon VT 05733

802-247-5200 • 802-417-5249

Spring is Tire Time!
Alignments • Brakes • Suspensions • Exhaust

Fluid Film Undercoating • Oil Changes (Buy 4 get 5th half off)

Spring is Tire Time!
Alignments •Alignments •

(802) 483-6503 • 4270 Vermont Route 7, Pittsford

www.vtterps.com

Pet Products & Pre-Rolls

Experience The 
Difference

Vermont-grown
Organic

Cannabis 
Products

Lotions

Oils

GummiesGummies

Lotions

Oils

Sports
BRANDON REPORTER

Proctor baseball loses to Rivendell in extra innings, 14–13
BY GENE DELORENZO

PROCTOR — Rivendell High 
School made the long trip to Proc-
tor pay off on Saturday afternoon, 
April 30 with a hard-earned 14-13 
win over a feisty Proctor Phantom 
squad who came within a whisker 
of winning this in the bottom of 
the ninth. 

Rivendell’s Harrison Moles-
worth was the star of the day, hit-
ting a run-scoring double in the 
top of the ninth and then saving 
the day with a splendid reach-
ing catch of a long drive by Bode 
Richardson with two on in the bot-
tom of the ninth that surely saved 
the game for the visitors. For the 
day, Molesworth would go 3 for 5 

with 3 runs batted in. 
Proctor pitcher Aaron Brock 

did a superb job for the Phantoms, 
throwing 5 innings of 3 hit, 2 run 
ball in relief of starter Jacob Patch. 

Proctor trailed throughout most 
of the game and had to mount a 
three-run rally in the bottom of the 
seventh to tie the game at 13-13 
before Molesworth’s heroics in 
the top of the ninth. 

In the three-run uprising to tie 
the game in the seventh, Dylan 
Aiker knocked in one run with 
a groundout and after a walk 
to Cameron Canucci (who had 
homered in the fi rst inning for 
the Phantoms), a strikeout by Ja-
cob Patch on a good high fastball 

and a walk to Lucas Merrill, relief 
pitcher/fi rst baseman Aaron Brock 
rocketed a two-run single down 
the leftfi eld line tying the game at 
13-13. 

Brock had a sterling day at the 
plate going 2 for 4 with 4 RBIs. 
His future looks very bright at 
Proctor for Phantom fans. 

After the only 1-2-3 inning of 
the entire game in the top of the 
eighth, Proctor had another superb 
opportunity to take the lead as 
they would load the bases in the 
bottom of the inning. But it wasn’t 
to be as another key strikeout by 
Rivendell would keep the game 
tied going into the ninth. 

In the top of the ninth, a walk 
to Wyatt Underhill and a ground-
out brought up Molesworth, who 
rocketed a double to deep right 
centerfi eld over the reach of Bode 
Richardson and Rivendell had the 

lead back, 14-13.  
But Proctor was not going to go 

quietly as they quickly got runners 
to fi rst and second with but one 
out with Richardson coming to 
the plate. He had had a tough day 
at the plate to that point, but he 
promptly hit a scalding line drive 
to deep right center – easily the 
game winner unless a miraculous 
catch occurred. And that it did, as 
Molesworth showed great speed 
and athletic ability in sprinting 
into the gap and reaching over his 
shoulder to snare the ball before it 
hit the ground. 

After another walk loaded the 
bases, the fi nal Phantom went 
down swinging and the three and 
a half hour game came to an end.

For Proctor, along with Brock, 
Cannucci had two hits and two 
RBI, Jacob Patch went 2 for 6 and 
threw the ball well in the early in-

nings of the game. A bit of wild-
ness and a few shaky plays in the 
fi eld did not help his cause, but he 
looked good throwing the ball. 

All in all, the team showed 
great spirit and enthusiasm and 
will only be getting better as the 
season progresses. They are very 
young, with no seniors and sev-
eral eighth graders playing varsity 
baseball for the fi rst time. Coach 
Patch does a great job infusing 
the team with energy and baseball 
knowledge and they will be a team 
to watch and enjoy as the season 
unfolds. 

This Thursday, May 5, is a red-
letter day for Proctor and West 
Rutland fans as the Westsiders 
will travel to Proctor for a day 
game starting at 4:30 p.m.

JACOB PATCH, PROCTOR High pitcher, throws in hopes of getting his third out of the fi rst inning. 
  Reporter photo/Gene Delorenzo
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Protcor softball defeats 
Green Mountain, 14–9
BY GENE DELORENZO

PROCTOR — Proctor soft-
ball came from behind to beat 
Green Mountain, 14-9, on a 
cold and windy afternoon, 
Thursday, April 28 at the Phan-
toms’ fi eld. 

Despite a three-run fi rst in-
ning rally by the home squad, 
a game and talented Green 
Mountain team battled back 
to take a 7-3 lead heading into 
the bottom of the fourth. Green 
Mountain had taken the lead 
when a two-out, no one on base 
rally plated fi ve runs for the 
team from Chester, giving them 
the four-run lead. 

But Proctor came right back 
on a succession of walks and 
errors and one base hit – a sin-
gle by Jenna Davine – that gave 
the Phantoms a chance to stay 
close to the Green Mountain 
team heading into the fi fth. 

In that frame, after two more 

runs came across for Green 
Mountain, the Phantoms once 
again stayed within hailing 
distance as they scored two 
on a ringing double by right 
fi elder Rhi Lubaszewski. And, 
after starting pitcher Cadence 
Goodwin held Green Moun-
tain scoreless in the top of the 
sixth, the Phantoms would put 
together a big rally to score six 
times to take a 14-9 lead into 
the seventh inning. 

Goodwin would again shut 
down the visitors in the seventh 
aided by a brilliant double play 
engineered by her shortstop 
Angel Traverse on a sharp line 
drive with two on and no one 
out for Green Mountain. A foot 
either way and the game might 
have gone on and on!

The sixth inning uprising 
for Proctor featured a two-run 
single by Goodwin and an-
other two-out, two-RBI hit by 

Lubaszewski. The clutch hit-
ting overcame a strong effort 
by the visitors and the Proctor 
team had to dig down to fuel 
the victory in this extremely 
cold and challenging day for 
softball in Vermont! 

For Proctor, Maggie McK-
earin had four walks and scored 
four times at the leadoff spot. 
Goodwin went 2 for 5 with 
two RBIs, Laci French played 
a strong third base and was 2 
for 4 at the plate, and Lubasze-
wski’s heroics produced four 
RBIs. Angel Traverse had a 
single and an RBI, while Jas-
mine Traverse also had a single 
on the day. 

Always a fun game, the bat-
tle between West Rutland and 
Proctor softball will take place 
on Thursday afternoon at 4:30 
p.m. at the Proctor fi eld.

MONTPELIER, Vt. – The 
Vermont Fish and Wildlife De-
partment is stocking a new strain 
of rainbow trout this spring and 
is looking for help from anglers 
to evaluate its performance.

“Vermont stocks about 
115,000 rainbow trout annually 
into inland rivers and lakes to 
provide recreational fi shing op-
portunities for the public,” said 
State Fisheries Biologist Lee 
Simard.  “We are evaluating the 
new Eagle Lake strain of rain-
bow trout against our tradition-
ally stocked Erwin-Arlee strain 
to ensure we are providing the 
highest quality fi shery possible 
with these stocked trout.  The 
Eagle Lake strain is currently 
stocked in many states includ-
ing Maine and Michigan and 
could be a great fi t for Vermont 
as well.”

The two strains are the same 

species, but genetic differences 
can impact their behavior and 
performance.  Both strains will 
be stocked side-by-side into 11 
waterbodies across Vermont 
and will be compared based on 
their catchability, survivability 
and growth to see if the Eagle 
Lake Strain performs better after 
stocking. 

The two strains look very 
similar but can be identifi ed by 
a clipped ventral fi n, the paired 
fi ns found on the underside of 
the fi sh about halfway along its 
body.  A missing left fi n indicates 
the new Eagle Lake strain while 
a missing right fi n indicates the 
Erwin-Arlee strain.

“To help us evaluate the new 
Eagle Lake strain, we are ask-
ing anglers to report to us the 
rainbow trout they catch from 
the waterbodies included in this 
evaluation,” said Simard.  “Take 

a picture of the trout that clearly 
shows the missing fi n.  Then 
submit that picture and catch 
report on the Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Department website or 
by using the Vermont Outdoors 
app on your smartphone.  The 
data submitted by anglers will 
directly infl uence our manage-
ment of stocked rainbow trout in 
Vermont.”

The two strains will be stocked 
each spring through 2024.  A fi -
nal decision about which strain 
will continue to be stocked in 
Vermont will be made by 2025.

Additional information and a 
complete list of the waterbod-
ies included in the evaluation 
can be found on Vermont Fish 
and Wildlife’s website https://
vtfi shandwildlife.com/rainbow-
trout-strain-evaluation.

State looks for help in evaluating a 
new Rainbow Trout strain

MONTPELIER — Vermont 
reported 98 new Covid-19 cas-
es, 66 hospitalizations and two 
additional deaths Monday. Fol-
lowing 323 cases on Saturday 
and 294 on Sunday, the state’s 
seven-day average for new in-
fections is 328, down from 341 
on Friday, according to the Ver-
mont Department of Health 
dashboard. 

Vermont’s seven-day average 
test positivity rate was 12.5% 
on Monday, down from 13.3% 
on Friday. The test positivity 
rate includes only PCR tests, 
not at-home antigen tests.

The health department re-
ported that 66 people were 
hospitalized with Covid as of 
Monday, up from 60 on Friday. 
That includes nine people in in-
tensive care, up from eight on 
Friday.

The two Covid deaths re-
ported on Monday dated back 
to April, raising that month’s 
total to 18 fatalities. In total, 
639 people have died in Ver-
mont since the beginning of the 
pandemic. No Vermont deaths 
have been reported for May as 
of Monday.

COVID rates still high in Vt., 
hospitalizions on the rise
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(at a cost of $100 to F.E. Briggs, 
including the work to install 
electric wiring throughout the 
building) to replace candles and 
oil lamps. Three years later, wa-
ter closets (toilets and a wash 
basin) were added “much to the 
convenience of those who use 
the hall.”

By the turn of the century, 
the Town Hall was used for 
medicine shows, and accord-
ing to a history of the building, 
included these events one year 
(though the year is not identi-
fied: “war exhibitions, dances, 
the Middlebury College Glee 
Club, Roosevelt’s Rough Rid-
ers, Welsh Singers, Magic Gift 
Entertainment, Edison’s Kineto-
scope, the Salvations Army, an 
armory, sons of Veterans, James 
Towns medicines, Good Tem-
plar’s, Box of Monkeys, horse 
shows, GAR, various theater 
troupes and, of course, town 
meeting.” The report added that 
it “seems the Town Hall was in 
almost constant use,” noting that 
one rent the town collected rent 
of $800 for its use in the early 
part of the 1900s.

By the end of WWII, the build-
ing adopted a new use, among 
the many others, becoming a 
hub as the teen-youth center, a 
venture that was “successful for 
over 20 years.” During that time, 
a portion of the basement was 
used as a recreation room, and 
dances were held in the main 
hall. By 1949, a recreational 
council was formed to oversee 
the Recreation Center and a plan 
was worked out between that 
committee and the student coun-
cil of the Brandon High School 
for its use.

The history notes that the “in-
stallation of a modern oil heater 

(around 1949), additional donat-
ed furniture, Coco-cola dispens-
ing machine and juke box made 
an attractive and warm place for 
young people to gather.” The 
Mother’s Club also used the 
Recreation Center during the 
morning for a nursery school.  
“This made possible the installa-
tion of a lavatory and toilet, new 
lighting fixtures, storm doors, 
rear partition, floor painting and 
sharing the fuel expense.” 

Through the 1950s and 1960s, 
the teen center, the report states, 
“was still going strong with 
dances and social events almost 
every weekend… The dances 
were set up by the students, for 
the students and supervised by 
the students.”

The early 1970s saw a decline 
in the number of youths using 
the center and a lack of adult 
volunteers for various events 
held. The Recreation Center was 
closed in 1973 due to a lack of 
interest and support.

“Since that time,” the report 
says, “a number of efforts have 
been made to revive the Teen 
Center, but none has been as suc-
cessful as the Center in the late 
1940s through the 1960s.”

While the building was used 
sporadically in the 1980s — for 
roller skating, a Town Hall Ball, 
a VSO concert, several musical 
programs, plays, a craft show 
and an antique show, and efforts 
to have a teen center in the base-
ment —the main hall was used 
mainly for storage. Through the 
1990s, the expense of maintain-
ing the building for little public 
use began to weigh on the select-
board and conversation turned to 
better uses for the land.
REVIVAL

The threat of the building’s de-
mise was enough to launch a 20-

year revival. FOTH was formed, 
money raised and grants sought. 
Their mission was simple: “to 
bring the abandoned building 
back to live and make it a com-
munity center for one and all.” 

During the next 24 years, an 
active group of local volunteers 

w o u l d 
raise and 
s p e n d 
$1,061,400 
to rejuve-
nate the 
Town Hall. 

That ef-
fort started 
by the hir-
ing of an 
a r c h i t e c t 
to rec-
o m m e n d 
what was 
needed at 
a cost of 
$ 5 1 , 5 3 2 . 
In 2000, 
the work 
began with 
Ve r m o n t 
Protective 
C o a t i n g s 
p a i n t i n g 
the outside 

of the building ($12,323). In 
2001, repointing of the build-
ing’s bricks and roof repairs 
came in at $59,000. In 2002, 
the front steps were replaced for 
$45,000.

From 2005-2007, renovations 
began on the interior and new 
marble front steps were replaced 
for $102,447, while a total of 
$364,770 was spent during this 
time.

A dry sprinkler system was 
added in 2008, as was a projec-
tor, screen, DVD player, ampli-
fier and cabinet. New electrical 
improvements, furniture, a new 
concessions area, new chande-
lier lights in the main hall and re-
painting occurred through 2009-
2012 costing another $300,000. 

Repairs and more general 
improvements and renovations 
kept FOTH busy during the 
next several years, including 
new chairs, improvements to the 
state and backstage areas. Fi-
nally, in 2022, the friends added 
a dropped ceiling in the Meeting 
room in the basement, a new fire 
suppression system, and com-
pleted painting the ceiling mod-
eling and trim around the Main 
Hall, as well as repainting the 

entrance to the lobby upstairs — 
at a cost of $19,800.

Much of the costs don’t in-
clude the thousands of donated 
hours by the Friends of the Bran-
don Town Hall. Bill Mathis, son 
of Kathy and Bill Mathis, for in-
stance, is credited with scraping 
and painting much of the town’s 
hall’s ceiling and high molding, 
while Kathy Mathis says she has 
spent hundreds of hours paint-
ing the main hall and lobby and 
areas downstairs, along with 
many others, including support 
from the Brandon Artists Guild 
and volunteers from the Bran-
don Town Players. In general the 
work by the FOTH board and 
Marden is humbling.

Here’s a snippet of other re-
cent improvements and what’s 
ahead according to a summary 
provided by FOTH: 

“In addition, improvements 
have been made to the por-
tico platform with bluestone to 
closely match the original stone, 
a major upgrade of the building’s 
electrical system to accommo-
date theatrical lighting and au-
diovisual equipment… With the 
generous support of the Brandon 
Artists Guild and Brandon Town 

FOTH
(Continued from Page 1)

AN HISTORIC PHOTO of the Town Hall captures the early majesty of the building. 
While some complained the architecture was less than originally imagined, two of the 
three selectman at the time deemed it adequate as it was already slightly overbudget 
at just over $10,000 when it was built in 1861.

A NEW PROJECTOR, audio and visual equipment and a large screen make programs and silent movies a joy to 
watch.

THE TOWN HALL’S newly revised stage stands out among a new coat of paint done this spring.
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Players, we were able to rein-
force the Hall’s theatrical rig-
ging system, install a new grand 
drape and onstage curtains. 

“The Brandon Town Players 
were also instrumental in rein-
forcing the main stage, apron 
and adding two side performance 
areas. Because of two matching 
grants from the Vermont Arts 

Council, we were able to restore 
all 13 of the large windows in 
the upper hall and a complete 
restoration and enlargement of 
the old stage.

“The town of Brandon has 
taken over the responsibilities 
of maintenance on the building 
and recently installed a heating 
system in the upper hall, cleaned 

out the attic area and put in foam 
insulation, which has helped 
with the heating. Our most re-

cent projects including replacing 
our old chairs with larger more 
comfortable chairs, and enlarg-
ing our concession area… Fu-
ture projects for the main hall 
are a drop-down movie screen, 
repairing the 160-year-old floor 
and refurbishing the balcony.”
EVENTS SCHEDULED

Getting the ceiling and main 
hall painted this spring was just 
in time to kick off what will be 
22 scheduled shows and activi-
ties through the rest of the year, 
starting with this past Saturday’s 
opening show: The Dough-
boys Dance Band, with the next 
event being the silent movie, For 
Heaven’s Sake, on May 14. 

 “It’s been a long, dedicated 
effort by a lot of people to save 
this building and bring it back 
to use,” said Marden, who add-
ed that the Friends believe the 
building is not only a historic 
landmark but will play a critical 
role in the downtown’s econom-
ic revival.

“We have accomplished a 
lot,” Marden said, adding that 
with the support of the town 
and FOTH, “the Brandon Town 
Hall can be restored to serve 
as a strong engine of economic 
development and once again be-
come the civic and cultural cen-
ter of this community.”

A NEW PROJECTOR, audio and visual equipment and a large screen make programs and silent movies a joy to 
watch.

THE MEETING ROOM in the basement of the Town Hall  
was restored a couple of years ago for selectboard and other 
meetings.

COMFORTABLE NEW CHAIRS were some of the recent purchases.

THE TOWN HALL’S newly revised stage stands out among a new coat of paint done this spring.

AN OLD PHOTO shows the Town Hall in the background and to the left of what is now the Town 
Offices.
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Div. IV state champions!
THE WESTSIDER’S GOLDEN Horde girls won the Div. 1V state championship game against rival Proctor this past Saturday in 

a thrilling back-in-forth contest at the Aud in Barre that ended, 57-56, with several missed opportunities in the final minute of 

play. See the story on Page 9
Photo submitted

Area schools are 

following guidance

Karpak named 
Rowland Scholar

BY ELSIE LYNN PARINI

BRANDON — Crossing from 

her home, through the breeze-

way and into her barn-studio, 

Robin Kent doesn’t even need to 

put on boots for her daily com-

mute. Shoes, however, are recom-

mended. Kent’s Brandon studio is 

where she has crafted her folk art 

for the past 25 years, and the his-

tory shows.
“I have a huge mountain of 

shards of pieces I don’t use,” she 

said in an interview a few weeks 

ago. “There are hammers, screws, 

nails and remnants of cut outs 

from the band saw all around the 

studio.”
Kent remembered one year she 

participated in Open Studio Week-

end. “My studio was a mess,” she 

said happily. “I wanted people to 

see this as a space where someone 

had just stopped working to an-

swer the door. It really is a work-

shop.”
Yes, it’s her workshop. The 

place that she’s been creating art 

since she moved to Brandon a 

quarter century ago.
“Coming to Brandon was my 

change of life,” she explained. “I 

was 47 years old when I landed in 

Brandon. Everything I held dear 

changed.”
Kent was coming from a life 

working for a textbook publisher 

in Massachusetts. Before that, she 

had earned her college degree in 

art education and tried teaching 

— but that didn’t work out. Then 

she helped low-income people on 

Cape Cod sell their art at local gal-

leries. And then she tried her hand 

at commercial art, advertising and 

magazine production. 

Though her career path was var-

ied, her passion for art was clear. 

And just as this New Jersey native 

knew she wasn’t an urban person 

from the start, she also always 

knew she wanted to be an artist.

“I’ve never had the angst of 

‘what am I gonna do when I grow 

up,’” Kent said, remembering the 

giant piece of slate in her child-

hood kitchen where she would 

draw. “I always knew what my 

Brandon folk artist follows life passion

(See Robin Kent, Page 7)

ROBIN KENT

BY ANGELO LYNN
RUTLAND COUNTY— Last 

week, Vermont Gov. Phil Scott an-

nounced that the state would no lon-

ger recommend that students wear 

masks in schools after March 14, a 

change in masking guidelines that 

included all public indoor spaces.

At a press conference March 3, 

state officials recommended that 

masks be made optional everywhere 

indoors — including schools — by 

March 14. 
Area schools are among those 

that are adopting the optional mask-

ing protocols.
“We have had a masking mandate 

in place,” said RNESU Superinten-

State to drop 
masking in 
schools on 
March 14th

(See School masking, Page 3)

BRANDON — Devon Karpak, 

Otter Valley Union High School’s 

Tech Ed instructor, was recently 

selected by the Rowland Founda-

tion as a 2022 Rowland Fellow. 

Karpak’s proposal that focuses 

on building the OV tech program 

and creating an exemplar cur-

(See Devon Karpak, Page 16)

REPORTERThe 
Brandon • Pittsford • Proctor • West Rutland

Lake Dunmore, Leicester, Whiting, Sudbury, Goshen

PROCTOR — In Town Meeting 

voting, residents of Proctor over-

whelmingly passed their $926,506 

general fund budget and their high-

way budget of $482,636, narrowly 

passed measures to permit the sale 

of cannabis in town, and re-elected 

two incumbent selectboard mem-

bers who were challenged by John 

Jozwiak. 

Selectman Bruce Baccei was 

re-elected to his two-year seat, 

168-46; while selectwoman Linda 

Raymond was re-elected to her 

one-year seat, 164-52. Selectboard 

chair Judy Frazier ran unopposed 

for her three-year seat collecting 

197 votes.
Residents approved the general 

fund budget by a 193-35 vote; and 

approved the highway budget, 202-

26. The General Fund budget saw 

a very modest increase of less than 

1 percent compared to the prior 

PITTSFORD — The Town of 

Pittsford has hired a new town 

manager. The town’s select 

board announced Tuesday that 

Brenda Fox-Howard had accept-

ed its offer under an initial three-

year contract. Fox-Howard plans 

to begin work on April 4, with 

a two-week transition period of 

working with departing Town 

Manager John Haverstock. 

Fox-Howard’s start date is 

somewhat flexible and depen-

dent on the timetable for her 

closing on the purchase of a 
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OVUUSD budget defeated 

in surprise vote, 522–462

Good habits
A FATHER BROUGHT his daughter to the Brandon’s Polling Place at the American Legion on 

Tuesday morning setting a good example and habit for his young charge. Helping check him 

in were Laura Peterson, right, Marge Munger, center, and Hillaryn Knapp at left. 

Reporter photo/Angelo Lynn

Proctor OKs budgets, cannabis sales

(See Proctor results, Page 3)

Pittsford hires Fox-Howard 

as new town manager

BRENDA FOX-HOWARD (See Pittsford town manager, Page 16)

BY ANGELO LYNN

BRANDON — In Brandon’s 

one contested 
race during 
Town Meeting 
Day voting, 
incumbent Se-
lectman Timo-
thy Guiles won 
re-election to 
a three-year 
term over first-
time challenger 
Marielle Blais 
in a fairly tight 
race, 466-396. 
The two con-
testants shared similar progres-

sive values, though differed in 

approach and personality.

The town’s general fund and 

highway budgets and 11 articles 
that requested 
separate spend-
ing all passed 
by significant 
margins.

R e s i d e n t s 
passed the 
$ 3 , 2 3 0 , 1 3 0 
town budget, 
with $2,712,274 
to be raised by 
taxes, by a vote 
of 629-307. 

Among the 
articles ask-

ing for smaller amounts of pub-

lic money, residents approved 

Brandon OKs budget, 

Guiles gets second term

PITTSFORD — Residents in 

Pittsford were gun-ho on passing 

the town budget, 387-260, and 

the highway budget, 402-245, but 

when it came to approving the sale 

of cannabis in town residents bare-

ly approved the measure, 323-313. 

The approval means that po-

tential retailers of cannabis could 

open shop at earliest in October 

2022. That delay allows town 

zoning and other boards to put in 

place appropriate regulations as 

they see fit. Neighboring Proctor 

also passed its retail cannabis mea-

sures, 125-102, and 137-65. 

Residents approved the town 

budget of $1,715,740, of which 

$1,322,350 is to be raised by prop-

Pittsford budget passes, 

cannabis in by a nose
Turnout falls 30%

Incumbents re-elected

BRANDON — In a surprise 

outcome, the OVUUSD budget 

was defeated 522-462 by district 

voters in Town Meeting voting 

Tuesday. The district’s budget pre-

sented a 7.8% jump with per pupil 

spending increasing by 9.72%. 

Taxes throughout district towns, 

however, were not expected to rise 

nearly as much, with Brandon’s 

taxes rising only 1.69% compared 

to the prior year. 
The defeat comes as a surprise 

only because very little public 

comment against the budget had 

been noticeable ahead of the vote.

The Barstow Unified School 

District budget passed, 346-226, 

and Susannah Loffredo won a seat 

on the BUSD school board director 

at large seat as a write-in candidate 

with 22 votes, just one more than 

needed to meet the 1% threshold.

One possible reason for the 

OVUUSD defeat was very low 

voter turnout because ballots were 

not mailed out, said RNESU Su-

perintendent Jeanne Collins. Voter 

turnout was 30% less than the prior 

(See OVUU results, Page 3)

(See Pittsford results, Page 2)

(See Brandon results, Page 2)

“People definitely 

want to be heard and 

seem interested in 

having focused dis-

cussion groups about 

small ways that we 

can work on problems 

facing Brandon.”
—Marielle Blais

By ANGELO LYNNVoters of the Otter Valley Unified Union School District — representing the towns of Brandon, Goshen, Leicester, Pittsford, Sudbury and Whiting — will hold their annual meet-ing this Wednesday, Feb. 23 at 6:30 p.m. at the Otter Valley Union High School auditorium. The informational meeting, which will be held in-person with masks required, will allow 

voters to hear school directors and officials explain the pro-posed budget, to elect school district officers, and to conduct other district business prior to voting on the budget via Aus-tralian ballot on Town Meeting Day, March 1.
During voting on Town 

PITTSFORD — Like most area residents, Pittsford citizens are encouraged to meet virtually next Monday, Feb. 28 at 6:30 p.m. to learn about the town issues and discuss town matters ahead of Town Meeting Day. Voting by Australian ballot will occur on Tuesday, March 1 between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. at the town fire station.At Monday’s informational meeting, residents will hear and discuss the reports of town of-

BY ARIADNE WILLThe Town of Pittsford dedicated their annual town report to Pittsford resident Barb Willis and the Pittsford Recreation Department.Willis – whose community ef-forts range from work the Pittsford Historical Society to the Pittsford Santa Fund – credited her parents with her commitment to volun-teerism.
“My mother and father, Peter and Mary Fox, always instilled in (me), ‘Always be helpful to others and your rewards will be many,’” Willis said at the dedication last Wednes-day.

Daughter Liz Willis said that her mother has lived up to that ideal: 

“A word that comes to mind when I think of her is ‘selfless.’ She has always cared for others in the com-munity before herself,” she said.Also recognized Wednesday was 

the Pittsford Recreation Depart-ment.
Jennifer Popp, the current recre-ation director, was recognized, as well as the Recreation Committee, former Recreation Director Randy Adams – who served in the position for 20 years and who has helped Popp assume the role – the Pittsford Trails Committee and Groundskee-per Joe Pomykala.“Together, the Recreation Di-rector, Groundskeeper, Recreation Committee, and the Trails Commit-tee do a tremendous job providing programming and lovely areas in which to enjoy the great outdoors here in Pittsford,” said Town Man-
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Pittsford dedicates town report to Barb Willis and Recreation Department

Town Meeting previews

Monolith
LAST WEEK’S FULL moon was captured perfectly atop the 
smoke stack at Proctor’s Marble Building at 52 Main Street 
by Proctor photographer Dale Christie.

BARB WILLIS
(See Dedication, Page 7)

Guiles, Blais face-off in Brandon race

Proctor faces 
contested races, marijiuana vote

Pittsford eyes 
3% budget hikes, marijiuana vote

West Rutland sees no contested races, modest budget hike

BRANDON — Brandon resi-dents on Town Meeting Day will be voting on one contested race on the selectboard — the three-year position currently held by Tim Guiles. He will be chal-lenged by Marielle Blais.Uncontested for one-year seats on the selectboard are in-cumbents Seth Hopkins and Michael Markowski. Other un-

contested townwide elections feature Courtney Satz for three years as Trustee of Public Funds, David Roberts for two years on the Brandon Free Public Library board, and Bill Moore for one year as Town Moderator.Voters will also be asked to approve $3,230,130 for the FY 2023 budget year, of which $2,712,274 is to be raised by 

property taxes. That represents a decline of around 0.1% from the previous year’s spending and a decline of just over 1% in amount raised by taxes. In addition to the $3.2 million in overall town spending, voters will be asked to approve raising taxes to fund:
• $7,000,  Brandon Indepen-

OVUUSD eyes 7.8% budget increase

(See OVUUSD meeting, Page 16)

Budgets near level funding

(See Brandon Town Meeting, Page 2)

PROCTOR — Residents of Proctor will meet virtually for an informational meeting on Monday, Feb. 28 at 7 p.m. to learn about and discuss the town budgets and articles, all of which will be voted on via Australian ballot on Tuesday, March 1 at the Proctor Junior/Senior High School Gymnasium at 4 Park Street. Polls will be open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.Residents will vote on the fol-(See Proctor Town Meeting, Page 2) (See Pittsford Town Meeting, Page 2)

WEST RUTLAND — At Town Meeting this year, vorters in West Rutland have a full slate of candidates to fill several town and school posts, but no contest-ed races and a town budget with a modest 3.2% increase. Voters will meet virtually on Monday, Feb. 28 at 6 p.m. for a virutal in-formational hearing and to act on Articles 1,2 and 3, which act on the reports of town officers, and discuss the town’s general and (See W. Rutlant, Page 6)

Tax rates stay low

BY ANGELO LYNNPROCTOR — In addition to 
planning for the annual Town 
Meeting, Feb. 28-March 1, the 
Proctor selectboard heard an 
update on plans to revitalize the 
former Marble Museum com-
plex at 52 Main Street by Zion 
Growers, which would operate 

an industrial hemp processing 
facility.

Zion Growers has been work-
ing with CEDRR and the Ver-
mont Community Development 
Specialists to work through all 
the details that will be needed to 
cement a potential deal. The last 
time The Reporter followed up 

on this development, the project 
seemed like a possibility. Two 
months later, Town Manager 
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Guiles, Blais face offin selectboard race

(See Proctor, Page 24)

Zion Growers pursues Marble building

Incumbent Guiles runs for second 3-year term
Blais jumps into race with career in teaching 

BRANDON — Tim Guiles, 
62, was born in Waterville, 
Maine, and got his first job 
(age 12) as as a paperboy. He 
graduated from Gorham High 
School in Maine in 1977, then 
studied engineering at Dart-
mouth College receiving two 
degrees in 1981. After college, Guiles used 

his “computer skills to do ro-
botics for different large and 
small firms.” In 1989, he en-
tered the PHD program at 
Johns Hopkins University in 
their environmental engineer-
ing department. His thesis, he 
wrote, “focused on social and 
environmental sustainabil-
ity issues. In 1992, I decided 
to leave academia to pursue 

BRANDON — Marielle 
Blais grew up in a large family 
in Derby on a small dairy farm 
until, she says, she and her fam-
ily moved to Newport, where 
she graduated from Sacred Heart 
Schools. After graduating from 
UVM, she earned graduate de-
grees from UVM, Middlebury 
College, and the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She taught a variety of sub-

jects in her teaching career and 
retired in 2020 after teaching as 
a speech language pathologist in 
the Addison Central and Rutland 
Northeast Supervisory Unions 
for 18 years. She now volunteers, among 

a few other places and groups, 
for the Rutland County Humane 

(See Tim Guiles, Page 2)
(See Marielle Blais, Page 3)

TIM GUILES
MARIELLE BLAIS

BY ANGELO LYNNBRANDON — In the one contested race in Brandon this year, 

one-term incumbent Tim Guiles will face challenger Marielle 

Blais for a three-year seat on the Brandon selectboard. This past 

week The Reporter sent each candidate seven questions to ad-

dress in a question-answer format and given a word limit per 

answer. 
What follows are brief profiles of each candidate followed by 

their responses to the seven questions. We’ve separated their re-

sponses so readers can read all the comments of each candidate 

to get a fuller sense of the candidate’s positions on the issues ad-

dressed. A candidate’s forum by the Brandon Chamber of Com-

merce was to be held Tuesday night, Feb. 15.

Fading snow?CLEAR SKIES DOMINATED the area early this week, accompanied by another bout of sub-ze-

ro weather ahead of temperatures that will reach 50 F on Thursday with rains that are almost 

certain to melt snow throughout the area, including on fields shown here of the Neshobe Golf 

Course.

Reporter photo/Angelo Lynn

BY ANGELO LYNNBRANDON — The Brandon 
selectboard on Monday threw its 
support behind a proposed site 
for 2,200 kW solar array on pri-
vate land off of Steinberg Road 
that has a small window of vis-
ibility from Routes 7 and 73. Among the other significant 

decisions that night, the board 
approved motions to finance a 
major water project serving 58 
homes in Forest Dale and par-

tially finance a sewer pump sta-
tion on Newton Road. The Brandon Planning Com-

mission had already approved 
the large solar project, commis-
sion Chari Liz Gregorek said at 
the meeting. The commission 
recommended the selectboard 
also OK the project and draft a 
memorandum of understanding 
to aid in the developer’s propos-
al to the Vermont Public Utility 
Commission (PUC). After dis-

cussion, the selectboard gave its 
unanimous support.The developer, MHG Renew-

ables, said the site sits more than 
1,300 feet from Route 7 and 
300-plus feet from Route 73, 
and they are developing plans to 
shield visibility of the solar ar-
ray with tree planting and other 
vegetation.Explaining why this site was 

chosen, MHG noted under “com-

Brandon selectboard Oks solar site, 
spends $500,000 in ARPA funds

(See Brandon selectboard, Page 22)

Proctor preps for Town Meeting

BRANDON
THE BOOKSTORE - Conant Square 
BRANDON DISCOUNT BEVERAGE - Conant 

Square 
CARR’S GIFTS - Center St
CHAMPLAIN FARMS - Grove St
GOURMET PROVENCE - Center St
HANNAFORD’S - Supermarket Dr
JIFFY MART - Grove St
JIFFY MART - McConnell Rd
JUNCTION GROCERY - Forest Dale Rd
MAE’S PLACE - Park St 
UNION STREET GROCERY - Union St 
WALGREEN’S - Union St 

CHITTENDEN
WOODEN BARREL - Chittenden Rd
MIDDLEBURY
PARIS FARMERS UNION - Rt 7 S Middlebury, VT 
PITTSFORD
CHAMPLAIN FARMS - US Rt 7
KAMUDA’S - Arch Street
KEITH’S COUNTRY STORE -                                   US 

Rt 7- ALL LOCATIONS!
MAPLEFIELDS - US Rt 7
PROCTOR
FRANKLIN’S RESTAURANT - 

Willow St
WEST STREET MARKET - West St

Interested in selling the Interested in selling the Reporter Reporter at your business?  at your business? 
Call 802.388.4944 ext. 104Call 802.388.4944 ext. 104

 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com  and chat with Sadie! or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com  and chat with Sadie!

MONTPELIER – Watching 
wildlife is enjoyable, especially 
when young animals appear in the 
spring.  But it is best to keep your 
distance.  Picking up young wild-
life can do more harm than good, 
according to the Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Department, and it is also 
against the law.

When people see young ani-
mals alone, they often mistakenly 
assume these animals are helpless 
or lost, in trouble or needing to be 
rescued.  Bringing young wildlife 
into a human environment often re-
sults in permanent separation from 
their mothers and a sad ending for 
the animal.

Handling wildlife could also 
pose a threat to the people in-
volved.  Wild animals can transmit 
disease and angry wildlife mothers 
can pose signifi cant dangers. 

Department scientists encourage 
wildlife watchers to respect the be-
havior of animals in the spring and 
early summer, and to resist the urge 

to assist wildlife in ways that may 
be harmful.  Here are some help-
ful tips:

 • Deer and moose nurse their 
young at different times during the 
day, and often leave young alone 
for long periods of time.  These 
animals are not lost.  Their mother 
knows where they are and will re-
turn.

 • Young birds on the ground 
may have left their nest, but their 
parents will still feed them.

 • Young animals such as fox 
and raccoon will often follow their 
mother.  The mother of a wildlife 
youngster is usually nearby but just 
out of sight to a person happening 
upon it. 

 • Animals that act sick can 
carry rabies, parasites or other 
harmful diseases.  Do not handle 
them.  Even though they do not 
show symptoms, healthy-looking 
raccoons, foxes, skunks, and bats 
may also be carriers of the deadly 
rabies virus. 

 • Many wildlife species will 
not feed or care for their young 
when people are close by.  Obey 
signs that restrict access to wild-
life nesting areas, including hik-
ing trails that may be temporarily 
closed. 

 • Keep domestic pets indoors, 
leashed or fenced in.  Dogs and 
cats kill many baby animals each 
year. 

 • Avoid projects that remove 
trees, shrubs and dead snags that 
contain nests during the spring and 
summer. 

For information about rabies 
and wildlife confl icts, or truly or-
phaned wildlife, call the Vermont 
Rabies Hotline at 1-800-4RABIES 
(1-800-472-2437).  

For the safety of all wildlife, 
taking a wild animal into captiv-
ity is illegal, even one you suspect 
is sick, injured or has been aban-
doned.

PICKING UP 
YOUNG wild-
life can do more 
harm than good, 
according to the 
Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Depart-
ment.   It’s also 
against the law. 

VTF&W photo 
by John Hall

Young wildlife belong in the wild

RUTLAND — The VNA & 
Hospice of the Southwest Re-
gion (VNAHSR), one of the 
state’s largest skilled home 
health and hospice service pro-
viders, recently announced 
Wendy Daley, a hospice nurse, 
was recognized as VNAHSR’s 
Employee of the Year.

The award recognizes an em-
ployee whose work exemplifi es 
outstanding performance, ser-
vice excellence, and demonstra-
tion of the agency’s core values. 
In her nomination, Daley was 
recognized as an insightful and 
innovative nurse for instituting 
the agency’s private duty pro-
gram, CarePlus, and as the fi rst 
hospice program manager. 

“Wendy is a highly valued, 
long-term employee of the 
VNA. She is an extremely car-
ing and compassionate nurse 
whose knowledge, expertise, 
and dedication to the VNA is 
undeniable,” said CEO Sara C. 
King.

Other award recipients were 
honored as part of the HEALTH 
Matters recognition program, an 
agency-wide initiative whose 
recipients emulate the core 
values of Honesty, Excellence, 
Accountability, Leadership, 
Teamwork, and Helpfulness. 
HEALTH Matters award re-
cipients are nominated by their 
peers for consistently demon-

strating the agency’s core val-
ues. 

This year’s winners include: 
John Campbell, recently retired 
hospice volunteer coordina-
tor for Honesty; Lyane Adam-
Murnaghan, Physical Therapist 
and Clinical Manager for Excel-
lence; Janelle Cummings, Phys-
ical Therapist for Account-
ability; Kate Lawrence, RN, 
WOCN for Leadership; Aman-
da Van Dien, Case Manager for 
Long-Term Care for Teamwork; 
and Claire Ericksen, RN in Pe-
diatric Hi-tech for Helpfulness. 
In addition, Customer Service 
Representatives Eileen Al-
len and Patricia Andrews shared 
the agency’s Unforgettable 
Award.

VNA & Hospice of the 
Southwest Region announces 
employee recognition awards

WENDY DALEY
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BY ANGELO LYNN
BRANDON — If you want to 

brighten your day with a short book 
of poems and art with a quirky fl air 
that harkens back to “The Beat Po-
ets” — Alan Ginsberg and Law-
rence Ferlinghetti, as well as poet 
Ogden Nash — grab a copy of Jim 
Samler’s new book, “Flying Below 
the Radar.”

Samler, who taught art at Otter 
Valley Union High School for 28 
years before retiring in 2014, says 
his inspiration for the book came 
not only from those poets, but also 
from The New Yorker cartoonists 
Charles Adams and Gahan Wilson, 
as well as Mad Magazine.

Those infl uences make it a trippy 
journey passing through Samler’s 
unique and entertaining perspec-
tives.

Samler’s art, as well as his po-
ems, takes an admittedly humor-
ous view of life as he describes a 
series of scenes experienced during 
outings along the Long Trail and 
around Brandon during the fi rst 
year and more of COVID-imposed 
semi-isolation.

“During Covid I spent each day 
skiing and/or hiking the Long Trail, 
and the trails in the Moosalamoo 
National Recreation Area in Gos-
hen, Leicester and Ripton. I started 
getting ideas for poems as I was on 
the trail, and I recorded the ideas on 
my phone,” he explained in a recent 
exchange. 

Poems like “Pandemic” capture 
his more sedate thoughts: 

“A tent by the lake
And a bottle of wine
Making me happy, 
This time around.
During a Pandemic
A crisis is brewing… 
But me by the lake
My chips I’ll be chewing.”
Samler’s drawings are mainly 

line sketches with a helter-skelter 
fl air that refl ect some of his poem’s 
catchy titles: Graveyard Pancakes, 
A Day in the Life of My Cat, Wea-
sel on a Woodpecker’s Back, Not 
Me, Alligator Astronauts, Aban-
doned House, Soldiers of Thought, 

Wacky Tobacky Man.
But he also features different 

styles of art with a beautiful print 
for the more refl ective poem If 
Leaves Were Wishes:

“If leaves were wishes
And trees held secrets, 
Only the sky above would know.
Rugged rocks and boulders
Debated directions streams
And rivers would fl ow.
Roots will turn and twist
In perfection in the earth below…
Just me on a trail,
Alone by myself,
No answers. No questions.
Just happy to go with the fl ow.”
Samler, whose hobbies include 

all sports winter and summer (ski-
ing, hiking, biking, kiteboarding, 
tennis and even gardening), adds 
that he also got ideas while simply 
driving around the greater-Brandon 
area. 

“The poem about the abandoned 
house came from an old ‘Zombie’ 
house in Brandon,” he recalled. “I 
always wondered why and how all 
of those old sofas 
would end up out 
on the street in front 
of it. Then it be-
came the idea for a 
poem.”

Samler said 
he’d come home 
and fl ush out his 
thoughts on paper. 
Once complete, 
he’d spend time 
creating draw-
ings for each one. 
Hence, his fi rst 
book is about 35 
pages with 18 po-
ems and 17 draw-
ings. His poem, The 
Urn, didn’t have a 
drawing, but then it 
paints the story well 
enough in nine poi-
gnantly funny lines 
that it doesn’t need 
one.

Samler grew up 
and attended high 
school in New York 

City where the art department, he 
said, “was very competitive.”

He started college at The School 
of Visual Arts in Manhattan and fi n-
ished up with a Bachelor of Educa-
tion in Fine Art at Florida Interna-
tional University. 

Samler’s Brandon studio is re-
fl ective of his teaching as it show-
cases a smattering of styles: “me-
dia, panting, drawing, sculpture and 
pottery,” he says. “As an art teacher, 
I felt that you must be good at all 
mediums and enjoy the creative 
process.”

It’s also important to have fun, he 
says. 

“I hope readers of this collection 
will get a good laugh out of them. 
Plus, I can showcase my drawings.”

The book is available at The 
Bookstore in Brandon for $9 (eb-
ook is $5) and can be ordered on-
line from Dorrance Publishing Co., 
https://bookstoredorrancepublish-
ing.com/flying-below-the-radar-
poems-drawings/.

Jim Samler writes a quirky book of 
poems with eccentric drawings

JIM SAMLER

Dylan Stevens-Clark of 
Brandon was chosen to be on 
the Vermont Shrine Football 
Team. As one of the states 
outstanding players, Dylan 
will be playing in the annual 
game at Castleton State Uni-
versity on August 6. Part of 

the responsibilities of being 
on the team is to raise money 
individually to help Shriners 
Hospitals for Children.

Stevens-Clark held a fund-
raiser with Colleen Wright last 
month and raised $600, but 
continues to gather money for 

the hospitals until the game. 
The top raising players will be 
the Captains of the team. He 
is currently doing a raffl e for 
Red Sox tickets as well online 
at 69th Shrine Maple Sugar 
Bowl.

OV student makes Vt. Shrine team

802-247-3449
Marty@RoweRealEstate.com

 RoweRealEstate.com

RO
WE

REAL ESTATE
247-3449

New

Listing

Conveniently located camp close to Fern Lake, Lake Dunmore, and the Green 
Mountain National Forest. Open layout gives plenty of living space and the two 
bedrooms are both good sized too. Insulated for year-round use with a propane 
direct vent heater. There’s a composting toilet, and the water is collected off the 

roof for washing, laundry, dishes, and general use. 
Drinking water is from off site. Built by the seller in 

1970 and well kept ever since. $135,000

REAL ESTATE
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Can you identify any of the people in these vintage photos from 
Mim Welton’s Dateline Brandon newspaper archives? Let us know! 

Mim's Photos
Page 16 — The Reporter, May 4, 2022Page 16 — The Reporter, May 4, 2022Page 16 — The Reporter, May 4, 2022Page 16 — The Reporter, May 4, 2022

RecognizedRecognized
E-mail ads@

brandonreporter.com 
if you can identify 
someone in these 

photos.
Or call us at 247-8080 

Miranda Hornbeck of Brandon called re-
garding the recognized photo we ran in the 
April 27 issue, fi rst published in the April 20 
edition. The photo of 3 men identifi ed the 
middle person as Rich Kapner. However, 
Miranda’s grandmother, Dorothy Miner 
of Brandon believes it is Carl Miner of 
Brandon, who is Miranda’s uncle, not Rich 
Kapner. The funny part of this story is that 
Miranda and Carl Miner do not think it is 
Carl. According to Miranda, Carl says there 
was another guy that had the same haircut 
as him back in the day. Dorothy, Miranda’s 
grandmother, remains positive that this is a 
photo of Carl Miner. 

Does anyone know for sure?

Katie Anderson emailed to let us know 
that the young couple pictured in the 
4/27 edition is her parents, James (Jim) 
Olsen and Tammie (Ballou) Olsen, on 
their wedding day in 1986. Katie says her 
dad was 19 and mom was 18.
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Crossword
CLUES ACROSS
 1. A power of perception
 4. Slotted hinged metal plate
 8. Popular crop
10. Siamese fi ghting fi sh
11. Larval crabs
12. South American mammal
13. Occur as a result of
15. Slavic language
16. An electric underground 

railway
17. Transporting
18. A direction
21. Opposite of start
22. Mock
23. People love and hate it 

(abbr.)
24. A people of Myanmar
25. A Queens ballplayer
26. Southern Thailand 

indigenous person
27. Famed actress
34. Thin strips
35. Bluish greens
36. Ridiculed
37. Having the shape of a cube
38. Came down 
39. Indian religious god 
40. “Bewitched” actress 

Moorehead
41. Leak through slowly
42. Buzzing insects
43. Midway between south and 

southeast

CLUES DOWN
 1. Skin condition
 2. Earlier
 3. Right away
 4. Vomiting
 5. Go to
 6. “The Police” frontman
 7. Bullfi ghting maneuver
 9. Pacifi c island
10. A system of algebraic 

notation
12. A room used for the activities 

of a group
14. The longest division of 

geological time
15. Car mechanics group
17. A barrel of liquid (abbr.)
19. Bound to do
20. Explosive
23. Ridicules
24. Adult male
25. Military personnel
26. French and Belgian river
27. Found in the sea
28. A share lost in default (abbr.)
29. Type of medication (abbr.)
30. City on the Rhine
31. Animal disease
32. They’re in martinis
33. Get away
34. Wampum
36. Lacking brightness

Sudoku

Puzzle solutions

Here’s how a sudoku puzzle works: 

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 
grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. 
To solve a sudoku every row, every 
column and every box must contain 
the numbers 1 through 9. Each number 

must appear only once in each row, 
column and box. Figure out where to 
fi ll in the missing numbers by using 
the numeric clues already provided in 
the boxes. The more numbers that are 
fi lled in, the easier it gets to solve .

I could be the new friend you’ve been looking for!

802-483-6700 • WWW.RCHSVT.ORG
765 STEVENS RD. • PITTSFORD

Marijuana Can Be Harmful to Your Pets
The Rutland County Humane Society (RCHS) would like pet owners to be aware of  the risks of  marijuana use. 
While marijuana may produce pleasurable effects in people, for pets, the substance can be dangerous and even 
lethal. Though marijuana use is not new, its use for recreational purposes is more recent, and the increased 
accessibility to the drug has led to an increase in accidental exposure in pets. THC, the chemical that gives 
marijuana its high, is toxic to pets and can cause vomiting, mild incontinence, incoordination, depression, 
sleepiness or excitability, low blood pressure, low body temperature and seizures. Death is rare, but a few cases 
have been reported. Edibles are of  particular concern, as they often contain other ingredients that can also 
be problematic, such as chocolate or artificial sweeteners. For the safety of  your pets, you can think of  it as a 
prescription medication that you want to keep out of  their reach, so they don’t get sick. If  you suspect that your 
pet has injected or been exposed to marijuana, please contact your veterinarian immediately.

ADOPTION CENTER OPEN
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.

ODIN - 2.5-YEAR-OLD. NEUTERED MALE. HUSKY MIX. TAN AND WHITE.
I am a very quiet boy, and I am fairly laid-back. I like going for walks and 
playing outside. I can’t go home with cats as I do not get along with them. I 
am a sweet boy who needs a comfy couch to lay on. If  you are looking for 
a companion to go on hikes with and then have relaxing evenings, I may be 

your guy!

MEW - 2-YEAR-OLD. SPAYED FEMALE. DOMESTIC SHORT HAIR. GREY TIGER.
I’m a quiet, mellow cat with a dependable hankering for a good, long nap. You 
may find me in warm corners or high up on the wall watching the world from 
above. I was brought to RCHS as a stray, which is likely why I’m so independent 
and reserved around people. Luckily, I have been settling in comfortably ever 
since getting here. While I’m a bit withdrawn, I may warm up to those who earn 
my trust over time.
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Adult Non-Fiction 
The Man Who Invented 
Motion Pictures: A 
True Tale of Obsession, 
Murder, and the Movies 
by Paul Fischer 

The year is 1888 and Louis 
Le Prince is fi nally testing his 

“taker” or “receiver” device for 
his family. The device is meant 
to capture ten to twelve im-
ages per second on fi lm, creat-
ing a reproduction of reality 
that can be replayed as many 
times as desired. In 1890, Le 
Prince was granted patents in 
four countries ahead of other 
inventors who were rushing 
to accomplish the same task. 
But just weeks before unveil-
ing his invention to the world, 
he mysteriously disappeared 
and was never seen or heard 
from again. Three and a half 
years later, Thomas Edison, 
Le Prince’s rival, made the 
device public, claiming to have 
invented it himself. 

 Adult Fiction 
The Children on the Hill 
by Jennifer McMahon  

1978: At her renowned 
treatment center in pictur-
esque Vermont, the brilliant 
psychiatrist, Dr. Helen Hildreth, 
is acclaimed for her compas-
sionate work with the mentally 
ill. But when’s she home with 

her cherished grandchildren, 
Vi and Eric, she’s just Gran. 
Then one day Gran brings a 
child to stay with the family. 
Iris-silent, hollow-eyed, skittish, 
and feral-does not behave 
like a normal girl. Still, Violet 
is thrilled to have a new play-
mate. 2019: Lizzy Shelley, the 
host of the popular podcast 
Monsters Among Us, is travel-
ing to Vermont, where a young 
girl has been abducted, and a 
monster sighting has the town 
in an uproar. She’s determined 
to hunt it down, because Lizzy 
knows better than anyone that 
monsters are real. . .and one of 
them is her very own sister. 

Young Adult Fiction 
The Girls I’ve Been 
by Tess Sharpe  

As the daughter of a con-
artist who targets criminal men, 
Nora grew up as her mother’s 
protégé. Then Nora escaped 
and has been playing at normal 
for fi ve years. But she needs to 
dust off the skills she ditched 
because Right after Nora 

enters the bank one day, two 
guys start robbing it. The bank 
robbers may be trouble, but 
Nora’s something else entirely. 
They have no idea who they’re 
really holding hostage… 

DVDs 
Writing with Fire

In a cluttered news landscape 
dominated by men, emerges 
India’s only newspaper run by 
Dalit women. Chief Reporter 
Meera and her journalists 
break traditions, redefi ning 
what it means to be powerful. 

 Magazines 
Yankee

New England’s Magazine – 
Summer Travel: Best of New 
England where to eat, stay and 
play 

Threads
Zipper Solutions; How to 

Test a Sewing Machine; Five 
Ways to Upcycle Garments 

Wired
Caught By Crypto: They 

thought their crimes were un-
noticeable, they couldn’t have 
been more wrong 

Real Simple
Refresh Your Kitchen; Give a 

Sofa New Life; Nail That Gal-
lery Wall 

Did you know?
 Becki Lund, of La Di-

mora, is leading a grief 
support group from 

5:30-7 on May 17 at the 
library. 

New books at the Brandon Free Public Library

ARIES March 21–April 20
Avoid going down the rabbit hole that can 
be social media, Aries. Put your phone or 
tablet to the side for a little bit and focus 
your attention elsewhere.

TAURUS April 21–May 21
Try to stay calm and grounded right 
now, Taurus. Others can learn from your 
example at work, as you likely will be the 
voice of reason among your colleagues.

GEMINI May 22–June 21
Gemini, if you are having trouble fi guring 
out a path this week, try to meditate on a 
solution. Find a quiet spot and visualize 
your goals and how you can achieve 
them.

CANCER June 22–July 22
Be mindful of whom you confi de in this 
week, Cancer. Not everyone has your best 
interests at heart and may use the infor-
mation you share to his or her advantage 

instead of yours. 

LEO July 23–Aug. 23
A partner or close friend may seem to pull 
away from you this week, Leo. Don’t take 
it personally as it won’t be a permanent 
break. Soon things will be back to normal.  

VIRGO Aug. 24–Sept. 22
Sticking to your normal routine this week 
simply will not be possible, Virgo. Start 
brainstorming ways you can get things 
done more quickly.

LIBRA Sept. 23–Oct. 23
Libra, your ego may take a temporary hit 
as someone in your sphere gets a promo-
tion or a recognition before you. Don’t 
take this to heart as it is only a matter of 
time before you get to shine.

SCORPIO Oct. 24–Nov. 22
Try not to trigger any people in your 
home who seem to be more tense than 
usual, Scorpio. It may be tricky, but keep 
the calm and maintain the status quo for 
now.

SAGITTARIUS Nov. 23–Dec. 21
Well-meaning advice can backfi re if it is 
offered unsolicited, Sagittarius. Unless 

someone comes to you seeking help, it’s 
best to stay silent for now. 

CAPRICORN Dec. 22–Jan. 20
Try to avoid any impulsive spending 
for the next several days, Capricorn. The 
temptation will be high, so this will be 
a bit of a challenge for you. Stick to the 
essentials.

AQUARIUS Jan. 21–Feb. 18
Aquarius, stay calm and keep your nose 
to the grindstone during a potentially 
hectic week. This may mean taking a day 
off or at least a step back.

PISCES Feb. 19–March 20
Some truths are diffi cult to hear and 
swallow, Pisces. Only through learning 
all sides of the story can you grow as a 
person.

WEEKLY HOROSCOPE

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
May 5  Nellie Bly, journalist (d)
May 6 Rubin Carter, boxer (d)
May 7 Rabindranath Tagore, poet (d)
May 8 Thomas Pynchon, writer (85)
May9  Sophie Scholl, 
 anti Nazi activist (d)
May 10 Bono, singer (62)

We do Trees!
Educated, Experienced and Fully Insured Professionals

Thad Poremski
(802) 

345-2815

Planting • Pruning • Removing • Repairing
Stump Removal • Timber Harvesting • Land Clearing • Firewood

 BY JERALYN DARLING, VtDigger
MONTPELIER — The U.S. 

Supreme Court appears poised to 
strike down the right to abortion, 
according to a bombshell Politico 
report published Monday night cit-
ing a leaked draft of the majority 
opinion.

If the court’s landmark 1973 Roe 
v. Wade ruling were overturned, 
abortion regulations would be gov-
erned by state law, unless Congress 
were to take action. Though many 
states have sought in recent years to 
restrict abortion rights, Vermont has 
moved in the opposite direction.

Abortion is protected in Vermont 
and, under current state law, would 
remain legal.

In 2019, Democratic majori-
ties in the Vermont House and 
Senate approved by wide mar-
gins H.57, which guaranteed the 
right to abortion in the state. The bill 
codifi ed in statute longstanding case 
law. “The State of Vermont recog-
nizes the fundamental right of every 
individual who becomes pregnant 
to choose to carry a pregnancy to 
term, to give birth to a child, or to 
have an abortion,” the law reads. 

In June 2019, Republican Gov. 
Phil Scott signed H.57 into a 
law now known as the Freedom of 
Choice Act. “This legislation af-
fi rms what is already allowable in 

Vermont — protecting reproductive 
rights and ensuring those decisions 
remain between a woman and her 
health care provider,” the governor 
wrote upon signing the bill.

During the same legislative ses-
sion, lawmakers began working on 
a more lasting approach to protect 
abortion rights in the state. That 
year, the Vermont House and Sen-
ate signed off on Proposal 5, a con-
stitutional amendment to guarantee 
sexual and reproductive freedoms.

Vermont’s onerous constitutional 
amendment process requires multi-
ple votes by the Legislature in back-
to-back bienniums. In April 2021, 
the Vermont Senate again supported 
Proposal 5, and in February 2022 
the Vermont House gave it fi nal leg-
islative approval, placing the ques-
tion on the general election ballot 
this November. Should a majority 
of voters support the measure, Ver-
mont would become the fi rst state 
to make such an amendment to its 
state constitution.

The amendment would read, 
“That an individual’s right to per-
sonal reproductive autonomy is 
central to the liberty and dignity to 
determine one’s own life course and 
shall not be denied or infringed un-
less justifi ed by a compelling State 
interest achieved by the least restric-
tive means.”

Abortion would remain legal 
if Roe v Wade is overturned
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89 Stevens Road Pittsford, VT | 802-483-6550
Mon-Fri: 7AM-4PM & Sat: 8AM-12PM | www.gagnonlumber.com

Native 
Vermont Lumber

Gagnon 
Lumber

Hemlock Framing Stock • Pine Shiplap Siding 
Pine Tongue & Groove • Custom Cut Timbers

Bark Mulch – Delivery Available

The Brandon Fire Department 
responded to the following emer-
gency calls during April 2022:

April 1 Carver Street, Odor  
  Investigation

April 3 Carver Street,  
  Motor Vehicle  
  Accident

April 4 Park Village,  
  Establish a Landing  
  Zone for Medical  
  Emergency

April 8 Franklin Street,  
  Assist EMS

April 18 Leicester-Whiting  
  Road, Leicester,  
  Motor Vehicle  
  Accident

April 21 Upper Plains Road,  
  Salisbury, Mutual  
  Aid, Wildland Fire

April 25 Franklin Street,  
  Propane Leak

April 26 Jones Road, Assist  
  EMS

April 28 Wheeler Road, Tree  
  in Roadway with  
  Wires Down

According to the National Fire 
Protection Association, cook-

ing fires are not only the leading 
cause of home structure fires, but 
also the majority of kitchen fire 
injuries occur when victims try 
to fight the fire themselves. The 
following are kitchen fire safety 
tips:

Do not leave food on the stove 
unattended If you have to leave 
the kitchen, turn off the stove 
and take your pots and pans off 
the heat.

Long, flowing sleeves, large-
fitting and even aprons can 
catch fire. When cooking, wear 
short or close-fitted sleeves and 
keep your baggy shirts tucked 
in or tied back with a well-fitted 
apron.

Be aware of the items around 
the stovetop. Kitchen towels, 
oven mitts, appliance cords and 
even curtains can easily catch 
fire if set near a hot burner. Al-
ways move flammable items 
away from your stovetop. Be 
careful when using towels to 
move a pot off the burner. Use an 
oven mitt, but if using a towel, 
be sure it doesn’t dangle down 

and touch the burner.
Have a fire extinguisher in the 

kitchen. A fire extinguisher can 
make the difference between an 
easy to clean up burned pan and 
a kitchen engulfed in flames. Be 
sure you actually know how to 
use it, too.

Never throw hot grease in the 
garbage can. Even if the grease 
isn’t on fire, it can cause some-
thing in the garbage to burn. In-
stead, let grease cool and dispose 
of it in an old coffee can.

Do not let pot handles extend 
over the edge of the stove. The 
handle could accidently be hit 
and it could spill the contents on 
the stove, on the floor or on your-
self. Keep a 3 foot safety zone 
around the stove. When cooking 
with grease, always have a lid 
close by to smother a grease fire.

Do not use heat generating ap-
pliances, such as toasters, toaster 
ovens and air fryers, under kitch-
en cabinets. If they overheat or 
cause the contents to catch fire, 
the flames can cause the cabinets 
to start to burn.

Fire department logBrandon

complaint on Union Street. Police 
attempted to locate a truck that was 
reported to be driving negligently, 
but the vehicle was not located.

• Issued a restraining order to a 
High Pond Road resident after a 
report of stalking. 

• Responded to a complaint of 
threats and harassment from a 
High Pond Road resident that she 
is being harassed by her neighbor. 
The issue is ongoing between the 
neighbors in that area.

• Responded to a Country Club 
Road resident, who reported that 
her neighbor’s dogs dragged her 
dog while it was tethered and at-
tacked it. Brandon Animal Control 
was forwarded the case for inves-
tigation.

• Arrested Jordan Atwood, 24, of 
Rutland, for DUI-Criminal Refusal 
and Driving with a Criminally 
Suspended License as a result of a 
motor vehicle stop for speeding on 
Franklin Street.

• Received a wallet that was 
found on McConnell Road. No 
contact information was available 
for the owner.

• Responded to a traffic hazard 
on Country Club Road, where a 
Comcast cable was in the roadway. 
The responding officer was able to 
remove it from the road.

• Conducted a directed patrol 
on Forest Dale Road/Brookdale 
Street. One vehicle was stopped. 

• Made traffic stops on 
McConnell Road, Park Street, 
Forest Dale Road and Franklin 
Street. Two warnings were issued 
for speeding and one for improper 
passing. Police also issued tickets 
for speeding and operating with a 
civilly suspended license.

• Took fingerprints for school 
chaperone.

• Conducted a foot patrol on 
Center Street.

On April 26
• Responded to a noise com-

plaint of loud music on Franklin 
Street. Officers spoke with the peo-
ple at the residence and the music 
was shut off.

• Received a report of an ATV 
incident on Forest Dale Road. ATV 
operators were juveniles that were 
subsequently educated on roadway 
safety by the officer.

• Responded to a trespass com-
plaint on Town Farm Road; no vio-
lation and citizens were advised.

• Responded to a complaint of 
a blue dirt bike with white seat, 
driving erratically at the Neshobe 
School.

• Received report of a juvenile 
problem on Franklin Street.

• Investigated a report  of a tarp 
blowing around in the roadway and 
causing a traffic hazard at the inter-
section of Lovers Lane and Grove 
Street/Route 7. The responding 
officer subsequently removed the 

item from the road.
• Conducted directed traffic en-

forcement on Carver Street for 
ongoing speeding and reckless 
driving complaints. One motor ve-
hicle stop was made and a warning 
issued to the operator for speeding.

• Made a motor vehicle stop on 
Carver Street for speeding. Warn-
ing issued to the operator.

• Took fingerprints for employ-
ment.

On April 27
• Assisted Brandon Area Rescue 

Squad with an EMS call.  
• Assisted Rutland City Police in 

locating a victim from an assault 
that occurred in Rutland.

• Issued a restraining order to a 
person on Mulcahy Road.

• Responded to a citizen dispute 
on  Franklin Street, where a girl-
friend was refusing to let her boy-
friend drive their mutually shared 
vehicle because he didn’t pay for 
the vehicle’s insurance. Issue to be 
handled civilly.

• Received two 911 hangup 
calls, one from a vacant line on 
Wyman Road and the other from 
Grove Street.  

• Assisted a mental health sub-
ject in getting a mental health eval-
uation.

• Responded to a report of an in-
toxicated female who had backed 
into a truck in the driveway and 
was refusing to get out of her truck.

• Made multiple traffic stops on 
North Street and Grove Street for 
speeding. 

• Took fingerprints for employ-
ment and volunteering.

• Conducted a routine business 
check at Blue Seal. Building se-
cure.

On April 28
• Responded to a report of sus-

picious activity on Hollow Road. 
The responding officer was able to 
determine that the yelling was from 
a male driving through the area 
looking for his lost dogs. The dogs 
were later found safe and sound.

• Responded to a front door 
alarm at Bar Harbor Bank & Trust. 
Nothing suspicious was found 
within building.

• Conducted a directed patrol on 
Park Street. 

• Responded to a fallen tree in 
the middle of Wheeler Road. Tree 
was removed and power lines were 
fixed by Green Mountain Power.

• Made a traffic stop for speed-
ing on Grove Street and issues a 
warning .

• Conducted routine prop-
erty watches at Jiffy Mart on 
McConnell Road, 802 Spirits on 
Conant Square, and at the Bran-
don Fire Department on Franklin 
Street. All were secure.

On April 29
• Made a welfare check on a 

59-year-old Union Street resident 
who had not been heard from. 
Male was found in residence and 
was transported to the hospital.

• Investigated a knocked-down 
light post on Carver Street.

• Conducted directed patrols in 
the area of Central Park and on 
McConnell Road near Wood Lane. 
Ticket was issued to the Wood 
Lane vehicle operator.

• Made traffic stops on Center 
Street for having an unrestrained 
child in the car.

• Took fingerprints for school 
chaperones and a volunteer.

On April 30
• Responded to a potential tres-

pass issue on North Street. The 
person of interest was not present 
but reported to be intoxicated and 
on his way. The POI did not show. 
Area agencies were informed of his 
vehicle and to be on the lookout as 
he was reported to be intoxicated.

• Attempted to locate an ATV on 
Carver Street/Syndicate Road after 
a report of erratic driving. Driver 
was not located.

• Conducted a directed patrol on 
Patrol Park Street. 

On May 1
• Assisted the Essex Police De-

partment with a follow-up investi-
gation stemming from a burglary 
that happened in their town.

• Investigated a suspicious vehi-
cle parked on W. Seminary Street/
Conant Square. The operator was 
identified and no further action 
taken.

• Responded to a Report of a 
vehicle being operated erratically 
through town. Officers converged 
on the area, but the vehicle was not 
located.

• Upon finding a Vermont li-
cense plate on Birch Hill Road, 
investigating officer attempted to 
notify the owner, but was unable to 
make contact with them.

• Conducted a directed speed en-
forcement on Birch Hill Road and 
Park Street. No activity observed.

• Conducted speed enforcement 
on Grove Street. Three vehicle 
stops made.

• Made six additional traffic 
stops,  four on Grove Street, one 
on Nickerson Road, and one on 
McConnell Road. Issued three 
tickets, two for speeding and one 
for no registration, and three warn-
ings. One operator also had his/
her vehicle towed due to the owner 
having attached license plates on 
the car that were not assigned to it.

Conducted two foot patrols on 
Center Street.

Police report
(Continued from Page 3)
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Excavating
1963 —— Celebrating Over 50 Years —— 2022

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
Dozers. Excavators. Heavy Hauling.

Top Soil. Gravel. Sand.
P.O. Box 69 Florence, VT 05744

Phone: (802) 483-6469 Fax: (802) 483-6978

arkowski
Excavating, Inc.

Home Care
•	24 Hour Personal Care
•	Home Cooked Meals
•	Private Rooms
•	RN Overviewed
•	Exceptional Staff
•	Medication
Management

•	Daily Activities
•	Transportation &
Hospice Care Provided

Residential Care Home
Level III • ERC Care • State Licensed

Keep Your Loved Ones Close to Home

Please call for info 802-247-5987
3 Union Street

and 360 New Road
Brandon, VT

Owners, Mary and Mike Jensen

Wintergreen
Restoration

877-765-6340
Fully insured & certified

Disaster Recovery, Inc.
24/7 Emergency Services Covering Vermont

www.DisasterRecoveryInc.com
• Water Damage Drying/Clean Up
• Mold Remediation
• Carpet Cleaning & Deodorization
• Smoke and Sewage Cleaning 

Service

Accounting

P. O. Box 22, 900 Pearl Street, Brandon, VT  05733
sharon@stearnscpa.com • www.stearnscpa.com

(802) 247-8300 • By Appt. Only 

Sharon L. Stearns, CPA, PLLC
Accounting, Tax & Consulting Services

Individuals, 
Small Business
 & Non Profits

Bookkeeping 
Payroll

Quickbooks

Tax Planning 
& Tax Return 
Preparation

Accounting

Laurie L. BertrandLaurie L. Bertrand
CCertified ertified PPublic ublic AAccountantccountant

Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation
Experience You Can Count On
4 Carver Street, Brandon • By Appt. Only

465-8362 • fax 465-8438

STORAGE CONTAINERS
Rentals & Sales

Great for Seasonal Storage, 
Renovation Projects 

or Job Sites

Delivered To Your Location

Storage Containers Water/Radon Testing
Lalancette Testing Services LLC

Water Quality
Radon - Air & Water

Independent & Professional
Testing Services from Certified Laboratories

802-855-3834
tests@lalancettetesting.com 

Barb Lalancette | Florence, VT 05744

Over 30 Years Experence and Service

Auto Repair
Hometown Service from 

Your Hometown Dealers!
Factory-Trained Technicians

Servicing all makes and models

G Stone Motors  
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

Auto Body Shop
Certified Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies
(802) 388-9961

Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
2196 Rt 7 South, 

Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Get your business noticed! ONLY $10/week!
Ad design included in price. 

Call The Reporter today at  802-247-8080 or email ads@brandonreporter.com

Events, Meetings & Functions

20 Park Street, Brandon, Vermont  •  (802) 247-5766
email: events@brandoninn.com  •  BrandonInn.com

“Make A Little History of Your Own”

One Stop for your Unique and Memorable Events
Family Reunions • Baby Showers

Wedding Shower/Rehearsal Dinners/Receptions
Celebrations of Life • Pool and Theme Parties

Full Catering and On-Site Liquor License

Water Delivery

Residential Water delivery
for Swimming Pools and Wells

Call (802) 247-5748

Wyman’s Wyman’s 
Water Water 

DeliveryDelivery
H2O

Home CareHome Care

Contractor

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l
Christopher Netelkos

cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.

One cal l  does i t  a l l

Excavating

Full Service Hair Care 
for Men, Women and Kids.

Cuts • Color • Highlighti ng  • Tanning
Manicures • Arti fi cial Nails • Lashes

Skin Treatments with Kim 
from Brunswick Medical Aestheti cs

Delilah’s Hair Studio, LLC

for Men, Women and Kids.

Delilah’s Hair Studio, LLC

802-247-3345  • 25 Center St., Brandon VT 05733

Beauty Salons

Water/Radon Testing

Charlotte Bishop 
MASSAGE THERAPY

Destress your body and rejuvenateDestress your body and rejuvenate
with the gift of touch.  with the gift of touch.  
Therapeutic Therapeutic ◆  ◆  Soft TissueSoft Tissue
Swedish/Eslan  Swedish/Eslan  ◆  ◆  CuppingCupping
Certifi ed and registered.Certifi ed and registered.

28+ years of experience. (802) 247-8106

Massage

Directory

Business 
& Service
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WARNING
BRANDON FIRE DISTRICT NO. 2

253 Deer Run Road, Brandon, Vermont  05733
Brandonfiredist2@comcast.net

The Brandon Fire District No. 2 Prudential Committee will hold a special 
meeting on Tuesday, May 10, 2022 at 7:00 pm at the Neshobe Elementary 
School located at 17 Neshobe Circle to consider the items noted on this 
agenda.  The Prudential Committee reserves the right to add additional items, if 
necessary, at the beginning of the meeting.

 1) Call to Order
                   a. Agenda Adoption
 2) Report Merger Negotiations with BFD#1
 3) Public Comment
 4) Vote to Merge with BFD#1
 5) Vote to Dissolve BFD#2 after merger complete
 6) Adjournment

TOWN OF GOSHEN
PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE
The Goshen Selectboard will 

hold a public hearing regarding the 
recognition and classification of a 
portion of South Hill Road, Goshen 
VT. This meeting will be held at the 
Goshen Town Hall on Monday June 
13, 2022, at 7:00pm.  For questions 
call the Town Office at 1-802-247-
6455.

NOTICE TO PROPERTY TAXPAYERS –
 4th and FINAL QTR PAYMENT DUE 5/16/2022

Notice is hereby given that payment for the property taxes assessed upon the 
grand list of the Town of Brandon for the 4th quarter of the fiscal year July 1, 2021 
– June 30, 2022 is due Monday, May 16, 2022. Fourth quarter payments not 
received by Monday, May 16th or postmarked after May 16th may be subject to an 
8% penalty and interest at 1% per month.  Please furnish the remittance slip with 
your payment. Payments may be made by mail, at the Town Offices, 49 Center 
Street (M-TH, 9-4) at either of the two drop boxes located in front of the Town 
Office and at the Neshobe School or by credit card, echeck or paypal through our 
online payment service which can be found on our website. Thank you.
Susan Gage,  
Town Treasurer

PUBLIC NOTICES 

OTTER CREEK ACADEMY AT LEICESTER CENTRAL 
SCHOOL KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION

LEICESTER, SUDBURY, WHITING
Registration for kindergarten students living in the towns of Leicester, 

Sudbury, and Whiting will be held at Otter Creek Academy at Leicester Central 
School Tuesday, May 17th and Wednesday, May 25th by appointment. Children 
who will be five years old before September 1st, 2022 should register for our 
full-day kindergarten program.

Parents are asked to bring copies of their children’s birth certificate when they 
register. Our system, infosnap, requires electronic registration. We will have 
instructions on how to register your child from home, but computers will also 
be available at the school if you do not have internet available. Anyone having 
questions should call the school at 247-8825 and speak to Diane Randall, 
administrative assistant.

NOTICE OF DESTRUCTION
OF PERSONNEL RECORDS

RUTLAND NORTHEAST
SUPERVISORY UNION

Brandon, Chittenden, Goshen, Leicester, Mendon, Pittsford, Sudbury, Whiting 
(RNESU, Otter Valley & Barstow Unified Union School Districts)

Let this serve as notice that Personnel Records of employees who were 
employed at Barstow Memorial School, Lothrop Elementary School, Neshobe 
School, Otter Creek Academy (formally known as Leicester Central, Sudbury 
County and Whiting Elementary Schools), or Otter Valley High School prior and 
up to the 1992 school year are being destroyed in accordance with Federal, State 
and Local Guidelines.

Anyone who would like their record should call Pam Reed at the RNESU Office 
at (802)247-5757 prior to December 31, 2022 to make arrangements to pick it up.
 Brooke Dahlin
 Human Resources Coordinator

BSCRIBES—THE BRANDON REPORTER

WE NEED U
Annual subscription for just $45. 

brandonreporter.com

ways get picked up,” Del-
phia said, adding that town 
residents have always been 
pretty diligent about clean-
ing up their own neighbor-
hoods. “The key is for ev-
eryone to do their part,” she 
said. “It doesn’t take a lot 
when we all chip in.”

Green Up Day is Satur-
day, May 7 this year and in 
Leicester bags can be picked 
up anytime at the town of-
fices (outside) and full bags 
can be either left on the 
roadside for town crews to 
pick up, or dropped off at 
the Town Garage on Fern 
Lake Road. A town cookout 
and raffle will begin at the 
town office at noon and go 
until 2 p.m.

Green Up Day got started 
52 years ago under Gov. 
Deane Davis and has be-
come a spring tradition for 
all Vermonters to help beau-
tify the state before the sum-
mer season — and summer 
vegetation makes it more 
difficult to see and pick up 
litter along the roadsides.

Last year, in 2021, it 
was estimated that 22,000 
volunteers participated in 
Green Up Day and were 
able to clean up about 75% 
of the state’s 13,000 miles 
of town roads. The chal-
lenge to reach 100% of the 
town roads is a fun way to 
motivate town coordinators 
and volunteers, said Kate 
Alberghini, executive direc-
tor of Green Up Vermont.

“Everyone likes a compet-
itive challenge,” she said. 
“It’s a way to have some fun 
with it and support our town 
coordinators.”

Here are the Green Up 
Day coordinators in area 
towns, how to contact them, 
and the details of the day as 

shown on the state Green 
Up Day website:

IN RUTLAND COUNTY: 
• Brandon: Coordinator 

is James Leary; phone is 
802-247-9595; email is jim-
leary@gmail.com. Details: 
Pick up Green Up bags at 
the Gazebo. Bring full bags 
to transfer station or leave 
on the roadsides for town 
crew.

• Chittenden: Coordinator 
is Sara DeCubellis; phone is 
802-483-6868; email is pix-
ie1208@aol.com. Details: 
Pick up Green Up bags at 
the Church of the Wildwood 
from 8-11:30 a.m. on May 
7. Leave full bags along 
roadsides for pick up. 

• Pittsford: Coordinator is 
Recreation Director Jenni-
fer Popp; phone is 802-483-
6500, x 17; email is recre-
ation@pittsfordvermont.
com. Details: Green Up 
bags will be available at the 
Town Clerk’s office. Please 
bring full bags back to the 
Town Offices. 

• Proctor: Coordinator is 
Carrie Dougherty; phone 
is 802-459-2837; email is 
doughe r tyc418@gmai l .
com. Details: We will leave 
a map and Green Up bags 
in the town gazebo and ask 
people to cross of the sec-
tion of roads they are cov-
ering on Green Up Day or 
before. The town road crew 
will pick up full bags left on 
roadsides. 

• Sudbury: Coordina-
tor is Larry Rowe; phone 
is 802-623-6432; email is 
upyonder@shoreham.net. 
Details: Green Up bags will 
be available at the Town Of-
fice. Bring full bags to the 
Recycling Center on or be-
fore Green Up Day where 
volunteers will sort them. 

• West Rutland: Coor-
dinator is Stan Jagodzin-
ski; phone is 802-438-2263; 
email is sjagodzinski@
westrutlandvt.org. Details: 
Pick up Green Up bags at 
the Town Hall at 9 a.m. on 
Green Up Day. Leave full 
bags along roadsides for 
town pick-up. Refreshments 
for volunteers at noon at the 
Town Hall. 

IN ADDISON COUNTY: 
• Goshen: Coordinators 

are Marci Hayes at 802-247-
6151 at hayesm812@yahoo.
com; and Dave Sabatini, 
802-247-6350 at dwsaba-
tini1@gmail.com. Details: 
Green Up Day BBQ for 
all volunteers from noon-2 
p.m. on May 7. Leave bags 
along roadsides for pick up. 

• Leicester: Coordina-
tor is Diane Beware; phone 
802-247-3786; email at di-
anebenware@gmail.com. 
Details: We encourage pel-
let stove owners to reuse 
their pellet bags for Green 
Up Day. Green Up Day bags 
are at the Town Clerk’s of-
fice anytime. Leave bags 
on roadsides for pick up, 
or bring to Town Garage on 
Fern Lake Road. Cookout 
and raffle with prizes start-
ing at noon. Town is look-
ing to clean up 100% of its 
roads, so be sure to coor-
dinate which roads you are 
picking up. 

• Whiting: Coordinator is 
Rebecca Bertrand; phone 
802-349-9468; email is 
whitingaries@yahoo.com. 
Details: Bags available at 
the town hall. Folks can call 
me with questions and route 
assignments, 349-9468. 
Leave full bags along road-
sides. Ice cream social after 
at the Town Hall at 1:00 on 
Green Up Day.

Green Up Day
(Continued from Page 1)

Sharpen your 
mind with our 

puzzles. 

Crossword & Sudoku on page 17
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DENTON & SON IS HIRING!
We are looking to fill 2 positions immediately:

• CDL truck driver- Full-time position
• Non CDL driver- Part-time position
Must be able to lift 50lbs consistently 

And have a clean driving record. 
Competitive pay offered.

Call our office to set up an interview: (802) 247-8340

The McKernon Group is looking
for Foremen, Lead Carpenters

and Carpenters to join our team!
Excellent pay and benefits. Health, Dental,

Paid Time off, 401k Match & Profit Share.

Please send Resume to info@mckernongroup.com
or call our office, 802-247-8500 for an interview.

MARKETING & ADVERTISING 
ACCOUNT MANAGER

Join us as we pursue excellence in local media!
The Addison Independent is hiring a dynamic individual with boundless 

creative energy and an optimistic desire to help local businesses. 

A SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATE WOULD HAVE:
• A passion and drive to help local businesses pursue effective marketing 

and advertising platforms.

• A tenacious drive to support and grow sales.  

• An outgoing personality eager to meet and  help develop effective 
marketing plans for area  businesses.

• Excellent communication skills and comfort  conducting business over 
email, phone, and  in person. 

• Exceptional organization skills and the capacity to help clients 
navigate the field of options  effectively.

Full time position offering generous benefits, a flexible schedule and room 
for self-direction, as well as the opportunity to join a cheerful, family-owned 

company in Middlebury.If this is you, let Christy know!

Christy Lynn, Director of Sales
58 Maple St. Middlebury, VT 05753

christy@addisonindependent.

And, we 
love our 

pets!

We’re seeking a meticulously organized, energetic 
and positive individual to be the Race Director for 

the Middlebury Maple Run. 

Part time position starting in April and ramping up until race 
day in early October.

Be a part of a dedicated team working to keep this event thriving 

Ready for a RACE?

To apply, email Christy Lynn at christy@addisonindependent.com 
with a letter of interest and resume. 

HELP WANTED
KEEWAYDIN CAMP - is looking for help with a wide variety of ground-
skeepers and maintenance jobs, no experience necessary. M-F with a few 
Saturdays through October. Email lee@keewaydin.org or call 802.352.4447 
lv msg

FOR SALE
YARD SALE: - mostly free items. Saturday May 7, 2022 9am-4pm. 
770 Indian Trail Lake Dunmore. Drive out and fi nd things that speak to you.
Down sizing sale. Pay by your choice of donation.

Classifi eds

SUBMIT YOUR BIRTH, 
ANNIVERSARY, 
OR WEDDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
news@brandonreporter.com

Mim's Photos
are on page 16!

Mim
Like all things vintage? 
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D E A D L I N E S
Friday noon for Wednesday paper

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM

PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD HERE

The  Reporter assumes no 
financial responsibility for errors 
in ads, but will rerun the ad in 
which the error occured at no 
charge. No refunds will be made. 
Advertisers will please notify us of 
any errors noted.

Number of words:
Cost:

# of runs:

TOTAL:

BRANDON REPORTER
58 Maple St., Middlebury, VT 05753

802‑247‑8080
email: ads@brandonreporter.com

RA
TE
S • 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• 50¢/issue internet listing • minimum 2 insertions 
Cash in on our 4‑for‑3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! 

Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Help Wanted Services, 
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, & For Rent).

Name:

Address:

Notices
Card of Thanks
Personals
Services
Free**
Lost & Found**
Garage Sales
Lawn & Garden
Opportunities

Work Wanted
Public Meetings**
For Sale
Help Wanted
For Rent
Want to Rent
Real Estate 
Real Estate 
Wanted
Vacation Rentals

Wood Heat
Animals
Att. Farmers
Motorcycles
Cars
Trucks
SUVs
Snowmobiles
Boats
Wanted

Phone:

CATEGORIES

** No charge for these ads

Email: Adoption

Or Submit Your Classifed Ads On Our Website! brandonreporter.com

HELP WANTED
Camp Songadeewin for girls, located on Lake Dunmore

in Salisbury has the following positions open
for June 18 to August 20, 2022.

Contact Ellen Flight, Songadeewin Director, for more complete 
job descriptions at ellen@keewaydin.org or 802-352-9860.

• Supervise lifeguards
• Run daily swim classes
• Teach swim classes
• Maintaining a safe waterfront
• This position is residential, includes room and board as 

well as salary

Head of Waterfront
Must be highly responsible, over 21 with current life guard certification 

and previous supervision and life guarding experience.

Camp Mother
Must have a clean driving record and be over 21. Responsible

for a variety of tasks and areas of the campus requiring someone
to be conscientious, organized and complete a variety of tasks.

Tasks include but are not limited to:
• Run errands
• Airport pick-up and drop-off
• Accompany campers to doctor appointments
• Transport staff to town for their time-off
• This position is residential, includes room and board as 

well as salary

• Drive out our canoe trips to the ADKS, Maine, Northern NH 
and Canada

• Non-residential, daily rate approximately 20-25 days for the 
summer with some overnights and weekends

Driver
Must have experience driving 15 passenger vans and trailers,  CDL 

preferred, passport or enhanced license and clean driving record required. 
Must enjoy working with children and young adults

athomeseniors.net | 802-747-3426 | info@athomeseniors.net

Celebrating Our Caregivers

Offices in Bennington,
Manchester, Rutland &

Middlebury, VT

At Home Senior Care

athomeseniors.net | 802-747-3426 | info@athomeseniors.net

Celebrating Our Caregivers

Offices in Bennington,
Manchester, Rutland &

Middlebury, VT

At Home Senior Care

Join Our Team!
Become a Caregiver Today! 

APPLY TODAY!
Call 802-768-8565 or Apply online: athomescvt.clearcareonline.com/apply

4854 Main St. Manchester Center, VT 05255 • 185 North St. Bennington, VT 05201 
14 S Main St. Rutland, VT 05701

• Health Insurance for Eligible Employees

athomeseniors.net | 802-768-8565 | info@athomeseniors.net

$15/hour!
athomeseniors.net | 802-747-3426 | info@athomeseniors.net

Celebrating Our Caregivers

Offices in Bennington,
Manchester, Rutland &

Middlebury, VT

At Home Senior Care

athomeseniors.net | 802-747-3426 | info@athomeseniors.net

Celebrating Our Caregivers

Offices in Bennington,
Manchester, Rutland &

Middlebury, VT

At Home Senior Care

Join Our Team!
Become a Caregiver Today! 

APPLY TODAY!
Call 802-768-8565 or Apply online: athomescvt.clearcareonline.com/apply

4854 Main St. Manchester Center, VT 05255 • 185 North St. Bennington, VT 05201 
14 S Main St. Rutland, VT 05701

• Health Insurance for Eligible Employees

athomeseniors.net | 802-768-8565 | info@athomeseniors.net

$15/hour!

Call 802-388-7555 or apply online: athomescvt.clearcareonline.com/apply
◆  173 Court St. Middlebury, VT  05753  (802) 388-7555   

◆  14 S Main St. Rutland, VT 05701 (802) 747-3426

 athomeseniors.net | 802-388-7555 | info@athomeseniors.net
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Addison County’s Hometown Dealer

36 Boardman St., 
Middlebury VT 05753

802-388-6718
gstonemotors.com

2149 Rt 7 South, 
Middlebury VT 05753
802-388-9961
stonecdjr.com

BY JOHN S. MCCRIGHT
MIDDLEBURY — Addison 

County Sheriff Peter Newton 
announced in an online video 
posted Sunday that he will not 
run for re-election this year and 
will retire from law enforcement 
when his term as sheriff ends 
next February.

Newton said in a 19-minute-
long video posted on YouTube 
that he was very tired of how he 
was being undermined by some 
people in the community and it 
would be better for his mental 
health if he left law enforcement 
after 20 years.

The video was publicly view-
able until around 9 a.m. Monday, 
when the video was made pri-
vate.

It came days after a news story 
was published by VTDigger.org 
and the Addison Independent 
that reported that Vermont State 
Police were investigating a Feb. 
26 incident in which Middlebury 
police were called to a “domes-
tic disturbance” at Newton’s 
Middlebury home. Newton ex-
plained in the story and in the 
video that the woman involved 
in the incident was intoxicat-
ed and became upset when he 
dumped out her alcohol.

In the video Newton faulted 
at least a half-dozen people by 
name whom he said leaked the 
information to the media on the 
Middlebury police call, and who 
he claimed were chipping away 
at his authority by tarnishing his 
reputation. 

In the video, which appeared 
to be shot from a camera on the 
dashboard of a car in which he 
was sitting and drinking a cup of 
coffee, Newton recounted the in-
stances of post-traumatic stress 
disorder from which he suffered 
from his years as a police offi cer 
and an ambulance paramedic. 
He said he was proud of his 20 
years in law enforcement but 
was ready to move on and work 
in the construction fi eld with his 
son.

Newton was elected to offi ce 
in 2018 after long-time Sheriff 
Don Keeler decided not to run 
again. 

During his more than three 
years at the helm, Newton has 
been in the news in a number of  
stories. Early on he touted the 
success of his effort to hire and 
keep more full-time deputies by 
offering better benefi ts. And last 
year he announced an effort to 
raise $1.5 million to make the 

sheriff’s department a place not 
just for law enforcement by also 
for social services, under the 
mantle of the “Addison County 
Community Support program.”

Newton also was involved in 
less fl attering incidents. In 2020, 
a report sent by Sheriff Newton 
to the Vermont attorney general 
alleged that Vergennes Police 
Chief George Merkel had mis-
assigned hours on a time sheet 
covering traffi c patrols, but the 
attorney general cleared Merkel. 
At that time, the Vergennes city 
manager alleged that Newton 
was motivated by the sheriff’s 
department’s loss of traffi c con-
tracts to Merkel’s department.

Last summer Newton was in-
volved in a public spat with the 
town manager of Brandon over 
the conduct of one of Newton’s 
deputies and Newton’s refusal 
to release body cam video of the 
incident. It was not the fi rst time 
that Newton was criticized for 
shielding one of his deputies. 

In the video that was briefl y 
available on YouTube, Newton 
thanked those who had sup-
ported him. When it comes time 
to vote for his successor in the 
November election, Newton 
urged people to vote for Addison 

County Sheriff’s Department 
Sgt. Mike Elmore, whom he has 
been grooming for the job. New-
ton said that Sheriff Keeler had 
made way for his rise to the Ad-
dison County sheriff’s position, 

and he wants to ease the way for 
Elmore to follow him.

Newton did not respond today 
to an Addison Independent re-
quest to talk about his decision 
to retire.

Addison Sheriff announces retirement in emotional video

PETER NEWTON


