
BY ANGELO LYNN

BRANDON — After several 
months of negotiations, Jeanné Col-
lins, superintendent of the Rutland 
Northeast Supervisory Union 
(RNESU), announced Monday 
evening that RNESU, Otter Valley 
Unified Union and Barstow Uni-
fied Union School Boards and the 
Teachers Association had ratified a 

new three-year teacher contract for 
2022-2025.

“The goal of the school board 
during this round of negotiations 
was to bring our teachers’ salaries 
back in line with their regional col-
leagues,” Collins wrote in a state-
ment after the meeting. “Often in 
recent years, our schools have lost 
candidates to higher paying districts 

around us and we have had to start 
school years without a teacher in the 
classroom, as seen recently in Otter 
Valley math and Leicester class-
room vacancies.”

In an interview Tuesday after-
noon, Collins said that the district 
had hired teachers this past summer 
only to have them quit and join an-
other higher-paying district nearby 

even before the school year started. 
She explained that the district’s 
lower pay scale was the result of 
several years of single-year negotia-
tions “without the ability to execute 
a long term retention plan.”

RNESU currently ranks 8th out 
of 9 of surrounding supervisory 
unions in its pay scale, Collins said.

The 40-plus page contract rati-

fied by the teachers and the school 
district provides a 7% boost in the 
salary matrix (a pay scale based on 
a grid that leverages educational 
levels with years of experience) for 
teachers in the first year of the con-
tract, followed by 3% increases in 
the second and third years. The ma-
trix has six columns of educational 
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Snowy surprise
A SURPRISE SNOW storm on Sunday dumped about five inches over the region, bringing 
back a winter sparkle to the landscape. Reporter photo/Angelo Lynn

Brandon eyes $2 million in infrastructure projects

RNESU settles three-year contract with teachers 

Proctor partners with Zion Growers 

OV names Tolar new head  

varsity football coach

(See RNESU, Page 6)

BY ANGELO LYNN

BRANDON — In a short but 
packed meeting Monday night, 
the Brandon selectboard heard 
public comments on preliminary 
concerns for the upcoming re-
construction of the Union Street 
sidewalk, agreed to create a Un-
sung Heroes event to honor lo-
cal residents, will look into the 
feasibility of creating a Brandon 
Community Fund and agreed to 
expand the town Energy Com-
mittee from five members to 

seven. 
Before those items, the meet-

ing kicked-off with Town Man-
ager Dave Atherton outlining 
almost $2 million in upcoming 
projects facing the town with a 
request for board members to re-
view the items and be ready to fi-
nalize or adjust how each would 
be funded at the next board 
meeting on April 9. This exercise 
is needed because of changes to 
the rules about how American 
Rescue Plan Act funding could 

be spent.
The projects and how they will 

currently be funded are:
• Union Street Sidewalk and 

Curb replacement, $594,811; 
$300,000 from VTrans and 
Vermont municipal assistance 
grants; $300,000 from LOT, 
which is a town contribution; es-
timated start date, Spring 2024; 

• Newton Road Pump Station, 
$400,000, ARPA, $360,000; 
$40,000 funded by town; start 
date, fall 2023; 

• Arnold District Box Cul-
vert, $400,000; $200,000 from 
VTrans Cass 2 Highway grant; 
$200,000 not yet funded; start 
date, fall 2022;

• New England Woodcraft 
Stormwater project, $292,000; 
100% Vermont Agency of Natu-
ral Resources funding; start date, 
summer 2023; 

• New salt shed at town Depart-
ment of Public Works, $160,000; 
100% funded by town; start date, 
summer of 2022; 

• Town Farm Road rebuild 
Phase 1, $120,000; 100% funded 
by town; start date, summer of 
2022. 

Total project costs are 
$1,966,811. Total outside 
funding sources amount to 

Jumpstarts ideas for Unsung Heroes

(See Brandon selectboard, Page 3)

BRANDON — Otter Valley’s 
football team’s offensive coordi-
nator Jordan Tolar was recently 
promoted to Head Varsity Coach 
of the team heading into the 2022 
season. 

On Wednesday, March 23, Ot-
ter Valley Union High School 
Athletic Director Steve Keith 

JORDAN TOLAR (See OV football, Page 3)

BY ANGELO LYNN

PROCTOR — The Proctor se-
lectboard gave unanimous support 
to Zion Growers for a $60,000 Ver-
mont Community Development 
Program planning grant to assess 
how they can best use the former 
Proctor Marble building at 51 Main 
Street for its commercial hemp 
manufacturing operation, as well as 
provide space for other commercial 

entities, including revitalizing the 
Vermont Marble Museum.

The first part of Monday night’s 
meeting was devoted to a public 
hearing on the grant, but other than 
a short presentation by co-owner 
Travis Samuels, there were few 
questions presented and no opposi-
tion to the grant application, or to 
the proposed use of the building. 

In a previously drafted needs as-
sessment for the grant, and for that 
building, Town Manager Michael 

To seek $60,000  

planning grant

(See Proctor, Page 8)
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BY ETHAN WEINSTEIN AND  
PETER D’AURIA/ VtDigger

For years, Yuliya Ballou’s grand-

parents kept a broken alarm clock 

in their home in Belarus. Amid the 

mangled metal, the hands were fro-

zen at 4 o’clock — the exact time, 

her grandparents told her, that Nazi 

bombs struck their house on the 

morning of June 22, 1941.

On Feb. 24 in her South Royal-

ton home, when her phone lit up 

with news of Russia’s invasion of 

Ukraine, she thought of that clock, 

and the incomprehensible violence 

that stopped time. 

Ballou, born to a Ukrainian father 

and Russian mother, grew up in the 

Soviet Union and is a dual citizen 

of the United States and Russia. But 

that night, as Russia launched an 

unprompted invasion of its neigh-

bor, she considered ripping up her 

Russian passport.

“Never in my wildest dreams 

would I expect or imagine this to 

happen,” Ballou said. “My home 

country is tarnished forever as an 

aggressor.”

Over the next few weeks, as the 

Western world has watched the 

carnage in Ukraine in horror, many 

have felt a similar impulse: to cut 

the ties that connect them to Russia. 

But as Western governments, 

companies and cultural institutions 

have worked to isolate the coun-

try, some Vermonters are caught in 

the middle, trying to preserve their 

personal relationships as their coun-

tries’ political ones fray.  

“Now more than ever, close per-

sonal one-to-one relationships be-

tween American citizens and Rus-

sian citizens are really important,” 

said Mark Oettinger, a Burlington 

attorney who chairs the Vermont 

Karelia Sister State Committee, 

an organization that manages the 

state’s partnership with the Russian 

republic of Karelia. “It’s not going 

to affect Russian policy in Ukraine 

by trying to get us not to talk to our 

friends.” 

‘LOVE THE PEOPLE. 
LOATHE THE STATE.’

In the roughly four weeks since 

Russia launched an unprovoked 

invasion of Ukraine, American and 

European leaders have levied pun-

ishing sanctions against Russian 

banks and officials. 
Western companies have pulled 

out of the country, Russian movies 

have been dropped from film festi-
vals, and international organizations 

have barred Russians from compet-

ing in events ranging from soccer 

tournaments to cat competitions.

“They’re trying to cancel Tchai-

kovsky and Tolstoy,” quipped Paul 

Richardson, the editor of Russian 

Life, a Montpelier-based publica-

tion that runs articles on Russian 

culture and history. “As far as I 

know, they’re really not very close 

to Putin. They don’t travel in the 

same circles.” 

For Russian Life, that decoupling 

has hit close to home. On March 7, 

the magazine announced that it was 

halting its print edition indefinitely 
— despite having steadfastly op-

posed the war.  

“We Condemn the Kremlin Ag-

gression,” a banner at the top of its 

website reads. “Love the People. 

Loathe the State.”

But after PayPal and other finan-

cial companies pulled out of Russia, 

Richardson had no means of paying 

the magazine’s writers. And as Pu-

tin has cracked down on indepen-

dent media — including a law that 

threatens journalists with up to 15 

years in prison — he worried that 

continuing to put out the magazine 

could put its writers in danger.

Russian Vermonters 
caught in the middle

(See Russian ties, Page 8)

YULIYA BALLOU, A Ukrainian and Russian-born Vermonter, teaches Russian and German at Ha-
nover High School in Hanover, New Hampshire.  Photo by Glenn Russell/VTDigger
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April Foolishness!

Coming in May:

Pre-order now!

Please join us in wishing a belated

Happy Birthday to Harold Adams,

who turned 96 on February 11th. 

Harold’s youngest grandson, Jonah Carswell

(posing with him in this photo)

also turned 2 on March 24th.

$1,152,000 with the remaining 
costs of $814,811 being picked 
up by the town.

Atherton said one suggestion 
was to use the ARPA funds that 
are not going to be in the Gen-
eral Fund to cover remaining 
costs and not borrow any funds 
to complete the projects noted 
above. The selectboard will en-
tertain that discussion at its next 
meeting. 

Atherton also advised the 
board that the Brandon Fire Dis-
trict #1 and BFD#2 connection 
project went out to bid on March 
21, and bid openings will be 
April 5; hopes the bidding pro-
cess for the Waste Water Treat-
ment Plant upgrades goes out 
this month after a DRB hearing 
was held on March 23 with no 
opposition; and noted that an ap-
praiser was chosen for the three 
new buyout properties on New-
ton Road, which he hopes to be 
appraised by mid-April. 

In town rec news, Recreation 
Director Bill Moore noted that 
“Mom Prom” would be held 
April 9 from 8-11 at the Bran-
don Town Hall; Rusty DeWees 
comes “Down From the Moun-
tain” with his comedy act on 
April 16 at 7 p.m. at the Brandon 
Town Hall, and that the town’s 
summer recreation programs are 
heating up with a theater camp 
with Jeff Hull; swim lessons 
with Jake Jacobs; Joseph Sloma 
Trailblazers and more. 

UNION STREET SIDE-
WALK

The selectboard heard a pre-
sentaton by Brian Breslend, a 
senior project engineer with 
contractor DuBois & King, on 
the proposed reconstruction of 
Union Street Sidewalk, then 
opened up the meeting to pub-
lic comments or concerns about 
the project. Two local residents, 
Shirely Markland and Ruth 

Walker spoke up about their spe-
cifi c properties with concerns the 
sidewalk might be even closer to 
their homes in one case, and in 
another that a steep grade made 
for treacherous walking when it 
was icy. 

In both cases, Breslend and 
Atherton assured the residents 
that the purpose of the recon-
struction project was to make 
the sidewalk compliant with 
ADA standards and improve the 
overall safety for pedestrians. 
Plans are for the sidewalk to es-
sentially be rebuilt on its exist-
ing footprint and any revisions 
to driveways or other individual 
property would be temporary 
as the project is being built and 
would be reinstated to its origi-
nal state once completed. 

The project is likely to start 
either next spring (2023) or the 
following year, Breslend said.

UNSUNG HEROES
An idea by resident Lyn Des 

Marais was brought to the select-
board to start an Unsung Heroes 
Day or event, perhaps sometime 
in late summer or early fall. The 
idea, Des Marais wrote, is to 
recognize folks who have gone 
out of their way to help others. 
The event, she wrote, would 
“celebrate community…. For all 
the best reasons, and have some 
good food and drink at our res-
taurants and breweries and wan-
der our shops.”

The selectboard deferred the 
item to Town Recreation Di-
rector Bill Moore, who said he 
thought it sounded like a “great 
idea” and would organize a com-
mittee of volunteers to work on 
the details. Des Marais, he said, 
would certainly be one of the 
fi rst to join the effort.

COMMUNITY FUND
In another idea, Town Clerk/

Treasurer Sue Gage was con-
sidering how to invest certain 
temporary town funds and found 

interest rates were so low it made 
little sense and thought of creat-
ing a Brandon Community Fund 
that could help area residents 
in housing or other concerns. 
“Housing is so expensive right 
now, area young people can’t 
get started,” she said, suggesting 
that the fund might be used like 
a revolving loan fund for busi-
nesses and would constantly be 
replenished. 

It was just the seed of an idea, 
Gage said. The selectboard liked 
the idea, with Tim Guiles saying 
he could see many situations in 
which it would be a “win-win” 
for the town and area residents. 

The board agreed to pursue 
the idea and approved a mo-
tion to appoint Guiles and Mike 
Markowski to serve on a study 
committee to research how such 
a fund might be established, be 
within the town’s legal rights, 
and serve the town wisely with 
available funds. 

OTHER ACTION
In other action, the board: 
• Approved a motion to ex-

pand the town Energy Commit-
tee from fi ve members to seven, 
then also appointed Jeff Haylon 
and Jeffrey Cohen to that board. 
The committee’s request initially 
was to expand to 10 members, 
but following a discussion about 
the diffi culty of fi nding a quo-
rum with larger boards, it was 
decided to just go up to seven 
members for now.

• Reduced .48 miles of Class 4 
road (less than half a mile) to .48 
miles of legal trail on a portion 
of Steinberg Road. 

• Paused for a moment of si-
lence to recognize the years of 
service Wayne Kingsley served 
as the town’s tree warden. King-
sley died earlier this month. His 
service will be April 4, 10 a.m. 
at the Forest Dale Christian Fel-
lowship Church.

Brandon selectboard
(Continued from Page 1)

made the announcement, not-
ing that Tolar has been on the 
football staff at Otter Valley for 
the past fi ve seasons, joining in 
the fall of 2017 as the school’s 
Junior Varsity co-Head Coach. 
After one season he moved up 
to take on the Offensive Coordi-
nator duties where he has since 
presided. 

Previous to his time at Otter 
Valley, Keith reported, Tolar at-
tended and played football at 
Woodstock High School. Upon 
graduation he attended McNeese 
State, a Division I Football pro-
gram, before fi nishing his career 
at Castleton University where he 
served as a team captain before 
graduating.

“Jordan has continually been 
a positive force among our 
coaches, working in all areas of 
the game to help our athletes im-

prove,” Keith said, adding that 
“he has a distinct vision of how a 
program should and will be run, 
and is actively working to imple-
ment that.” 

Keith praised Tolar for his 
knowledge of the game and his 
dedication to the OV program.

“He is organized and knowl-
edgeable about all facets of the 
game and continues to be driven 
by a set of personal standards and 
character building blocks that he 
hopes to instill in all of his ath-
letes,” he said, concluding that 
Tolar “is highly dedicated to the 
growth and success of Otter Val-
ley football. We look forward to 
the future of Otter Valley Foot-
ball under his leadership.”

Tolar, 29, currently serves as 
the Head Custodian of Otter Val-
ley Union High School as his 
full-time professional position 
and lives in Rutland County.

OV football
(Continued from Page 1)ON TUESDAY, MARCH 

29, the state reported 
87  new cases with 12 
hospitalized (0 in ICU). 
The state currently has a 
5.4% seven-day test pos-
itivity rate. The most re-
cent death reported was 
on March 28, totaling 617 
deaths statewide.
CURRENTLY, 87% OF 
Vermonters age 5+ have 
received at least one vac-
cine dose, and 67% of 
vaccinated Vermonters 
have received a booster 
dose.
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BY BETSY WALKERMAN & 
KIM CALLINAN

In January, Willem Jewett, 
former majority leader of the 
Vermont House, contacted Pa-
tient Choices Vermont because 
he wanted to express his strong 
convictions about the impor-
tance of passing Senate Bill 74 
to improve access to Vermont’s 
Act 39, our medical aid-in-dying 
law.

Jewett was in the late stages of 
terminal cancer and preparing to 
use Act 39, the law he worked so 
hard to pass. It is a tribute to his 
commitment to public service 
that he chose to take time, liter-
ally in his final days, to speak 
with reporters at VtDigger about 
his experience.

Referring to Act 39, Jewett 
stated: “At the end of the day, the 
patient needs to really have con-
trol. I’m proud of this one.”

Karen Oelschlaeger was an-
other of the many Vermonters 
who express deep gratitude that 
we are one of 10 states, plus 
Washington, D.C., that empower 
terminally ill people with the op-
tion of medical aid in dying. At 
the age of 37, Karen was dying 
from stomach cancer. 

She and all of the 116 people 
who the Vermont Department of 
Health reports as having quali-
fied so far for medical aid in 
dying were diagnosed by two 
doctors as having a terminal ill-
ness with six months or less to 
live, deemed capable of making 
their own medical decisions, and 
deemed able to self-administer 
the medication. 

When we interview people 
like Karen Oelschlaeger, we are 
struck by the careful consider-
ation they have given to their 
decisions. Act 39’s rigorous stan-
dards have successfully assured 
that medical aid in dying is avail-
able only to competent, qualify-
ing individuals. Time has shown, 
however, that certain features 
of the law have the unintended 
consequence of preventing some 
people who are otherwise eligi-
ble from being able to use it. It is 
nothing less than tragic that the 
law creates hurdles that at times 
are literally torturous for dying 
people and their families.

Karen Oelschlaeger said this: 
“It is hard when you are dying, 
hospitalized and grieving from 
this major loss to go through the 
logistics of (the Act 39 process). 
It felt like a really, really long 
time to get through that process. 

By the time I was talking to the 
physician, I had thought about it 
for literally years.” 

Senate Bill 74, which passed 
the Senate in January 2022, 
would make proper use of the 
law less onerous for dying peo-
ple. It maintains the strong safe-
guards while removing unneces-
sary barriers. 

S.74 makes three changes.
• Telemedicine: S.74 would 

allow for the patient’s two oral 
requests required by Act 39 to 
be made by video telemedicine. 
Telemedicine would provide 
great relief to dying patients, 
many of whom are in pain or 
have difficulty moving. It would 
also provide better access to phy-
sicians in areas of the state where 
there are few available. 

“I had to physically go and 
get myself in front of this doc-
tor, which is rough when you are 
dying. Removal of that require-
ment (to be in the doctor’s physi-
cal presence) would be a huge 
relief,” said Karen Oelschlaeger.

• Legal immunity: S.74 would 
fix a technical error in Act 39, 
which currently provides ex-
plicit legal immunity only for the 
doctors involved in the process. 
Because of this defect, the prin-
cipal pharmacist who fills Act 39 
prescriptions requires doctors to 
sign indemnification agreements 
prior to filling prescriptions for 
their patients. Many doctors re-
fuse to sign. 

As Dr. Diana Barnard testi-
fied before the Senate Health and 
Welfare Committee in January, 
she recently had a patient from 
southern Vermont who had to see 
a doctor almost two hours away 
because of this deficiency in the 
law. Due to all the logistics, the 
patient missed the window when 
she could take the medication 
and her family is haunted by 
her suffering and lack of access 
to the aid in dying she had re-
quested.

• Timeline: S.74 would adjust 
the steps required to get a pre-
scription. The amendment keeps 
the mandated 15-day period be-
tween the two oral requests but 
removes an unnecessary and 
burdensome additional 48-hour 
delay after the last step in the 
process, before a prescription 
can be written. 

While 48 hours may not seem 
like much, for people like Dee 
Allen, it bordered on prevent-
ing her from dying the way she 

Picture perfect
AFTER THE SNOW melts, Brandon’s Park St. will return to its spring-like splendor.  

Reporter photo/Angelo Lynn

(See Legislative Wrap, Page 7)

Guest Edit
BRANDON REPORTER

S.74: Help at the end of life

The Vermont House of Rep-
resentatives has completed our 
work in what I call the “Money 
Period” of the session. This is 
the time the body acts on the 
three major bills that provide 
funding to operate state govern-
ment. These bills are The Capital 
Bill, The Transportation Bill and 
The Appropriations Bill, which 
were all presented for approval 
in an unusual three-day period 
last week. 

Typically, these especially 
important pieces of legislation 
would take seven to eight days 
to wind their way through the 
presentation, question and an-
swer phase and caucusing by the 
respective political parties and 
then finally to the floor for sec-
ond and third readings of the bill 
before voting for final approval. 

Speaker Krowinski, however, 
made the decision that these 
three money bills needed to pass 
to the Senate by Friday, March 
25 to give them time to put their 
fingerprints on the excellent 
work of the House. This deci-
sion led to two marathon days of 

over 16 total hours of floor ses-
sion time with hours of personal 
time reading and comprehending 
what was in each proposal. 

Through the efforts of the 
committees of jurisdiction and 
the members of the legislature 
these bills have now passed to 
the Senate, setting up a path to 
adjournment in, hopefully, early 
May. 

A few words about each of 
“The Money Bills.”
CAPITAL BILL

H-739 — Capital Construction 
and State Bonding, otherwise 
known as “The Capital Bill.” The 
bill appropriates $127.3 million 
of state bonded funds for various 
capital needs, such as state office 
buildings, correctional facilities, 
building maintenance at the Uni-
versity of Vermont and Vermont 
state colleges, clean water fund-
ing to protect our lakes, rivers 
and streams, and funding grant 
programs for our local com-
munities to preserve their capi-
tal assets. This year’s bill also 
includes $4 million to support 
renovations and modernization 

of the laboratories in our nursing 
schools across the state. Also in-
cluded is an appropriation to the 
Vermont Police & Fire Training 
Facility in Pittsford to conduct a 
study for future renovations and 
expansions.
TRANSPORTATION BILL

H-736 — Annual Transpor-
tation Program, or as it is often 
called, “The T Bill.” This year’s 
version is the largest appropria-
tion ever at $866.7 million. The 
fund is made up of $329 million 
in State Transportation Funds, 
$460.4 million in Federal Match-
ing Funds, $22 million in State 
General Funds and various other 
smaller internal service funds. 

This funding will support, but 
is not limited to, the Department 
of Motor Vehicles, State Paving 
and Bridge repair and replace-
ment programs, and the routine 
Summer and Winter mainte-
nance of our state and interstate 
highways. 

Along with the statewide 
programs, Vermont’s cities and 
towns highway networks are 

(See End of life, Page 7)

BY BUTCH SHAW

Legislative 
Report

Three big spending bills sent to Senate
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‘Meaning of Life’
BY VICTOR NUOVO 

Middlebury College professor emeritus of philosophy

The Best of all Possible Worlds

Letter to the Editor

The philosopher Gottfried 

Wilhelm Leibniz believed that 

God was the ultimate cause 

of existence, 

that God cre-

ated the world 

from nothing. 

He was cer-

tain that God 

is omnipotent, 

omniscient, su-

premely wise 

and good, and 

therefore that 

whatever God 

did was the best 

that could be done. Therefore, 

this world, which God created, 

is most certainly “the best of all 

possible worlds”.

God was certain of this, for, 

being omniscient, he, she, or 

they were able to consider all 

possibilities, and, after having 

done that chose to create this 

world, knowing it to be the best 

of the lot, and, perhaps, thinking 

that it is better to create a world, 

even one tarnished with evil, 

than to create no world at all.

But the question remains: 

what makes it better? “Better” 

and “worse” are terms that refer 

to different levels or degrees of 

good and evil. Leibniz had an an-

swer, and it has become standard 

among theologians who address 

the problem of evil. What made 

it better for God to create this 

world (arguably 

the best of all 

possible worls) 

is the vast Good 

that would nev-

er have come 

to be. Keep in 

mind that God, 

whose under-

standing is infi -
nite, must know 

all that would 

happen in any 

world, should he, she, or they de-

cide to create one. Theologians 

refer to this sort of knowledge, 

as divine foreknowledge. In 

any case, God foreknew all that 

would take place in this world, 

and with such foreknowledge, 

God willed to create this world. 

Novelists and playwrights have 

this capacity of creative fore-

knowledge, albeit, a small mea-

sure of it.

What Good did God foresee? 

To begin with, consider ev-

erything that causes pleasure 

and delight, and everything that 

is praiseworthy and noble, for 

example, the beauties of nature, 

the sounds of music, great works 

of visual art, and literary works, 

or heroism, like that of Volody-

myr Zelensky, the President of 

Ukraine, and of the Ukrainian 

Freedom is a sensi-
bility in tune with 
nature; a power 
rooted deeply in 
the heart; a feeling 
as broad as 
the heavens.

Thank you for your true words
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Scan me to
learn more!

WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

David Wimett, 35 Years Experience
C. Michael Jackman, 40 Years Experience
2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2014 JEEP COMPASS LATITUDE
4x4, Loaded,  112k miles

$12,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2011 JEEP WRANGLER SPORT
4x4 lifted, Off road package, 99k miles

$18,995

2016 TOYOTA TUNDRA
DB Cab, 4x4 TRD Off Road, Loaded, 91k miles

$31,995

2014 TOYOTA RAV4
Limited AWD, Leather, Loaded, 109k miles

$20,995

More than 
 a decade

of delivering 
Quality!

FRESH SPRING INVENTORY SALE!FRESH SPRING INVENTORY SALE!

2011 BUICK LUCERNE
CXL, V6, Loaded, 107k miles

$8,995

(See Meaning of Life, Page 7)

Dear Editor, 

Just a note of thanks to you 

for your powerful, compelling, 

and necessary editorial “The lies 

we see, and those we don’t” in 

the March 16 issue of The Re-

porter. Responsible journalism 

(especially the editorial kind 

like this) is what, in my opinion, 

we need to honestly call out the 

tragedies of life on earth right 

now. Even more important is to 

expose the misguided, venal and 

intentionally divisive actions of 

certain individuals with a “bul-

ly pulpit” in the public media 

sphere that feed this insanity! 

 Your tell-it-like-it-is words 

— naming these insidious public 

speakers who distort reality with 

deadly effects — are important 

to shine a light on their lies. I’m 

not holding my breath that their 

followers will have an epiphany 

and wake up to realize just how 

duped and deceived they have 

been. Nor that they come to real-

ize how they are still being mis-

led daily by these awful modern-

day “pied pipers.” 

But it is my sincere hope that 

your words might spur even a 

few of them to wake up to the 

egregious errors in their percep-

tions and begin to be more help-

ful — and a lot less harmful — to 

their fellow humans!  

 Reading again your edito-

rial, I am strengthened in my 

personal convictions to work 

more diligently to try to bring 

people of all opinions together in 

aligned purpose — to turn horri-

ble destruction and division into 

reparation and healing — and to 

do that through a kind of hon-

esty and grace that will give my 

grandchildren a world they can 

feel safe and fi nd joy in.

Robert Black, 
Brandon

Letters to the editor
Letters Policy: The Reporter will only print letters to the editor that are signed with the author’s full 
name, address and a phone number so the author may be reached for verifi cation or questions. Only 
name and town will be printed.

Letters will only be accepted from residents of the eight towns we cover (Brandon, Pittsford, 
Proctor, West Rutland, Goshen, Sudbury, Leicester and Whiting) or letters that pertain to issues or 
people in our coverage area. We will also consider letters from former residents if the subject matter 
is pertinent.

The editor reserves the right to approve or reject any letter to the editor. Any letter considered 
slanderous or libelous will not be printed. Letters written locally endorsing candidates for offi ce will be 
accepted without charge. 
Send your Letters to the Editor by Fridays before 5 p.m. Brandon Reporter, 58 Maple St., 
Middlebury, VT 05753. Or email to news@brandonreporter.com
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Karen Ann Hawley, 68, of Sudbury
SUDBURY — Karen Ann 

Hawley passed away on Thursday 
March 17, 2022, surrounded by her 
loving family. She was 68 years old.

Karen was the fi rst-born daughter 
and child born to Bernard Max and 
Ruth Osborn Hawley. She was born 
on Oct. 27, 1953, in Glens Falls 
Hospital. She would become “Sister 
Bear” to fi ve siblings. Karen grew 
up in Lake George Village and the 
lake was central in her childhood 
years. Her family worked around 
and played in this beautiful lake, 
where Karen helped her father at his 
marina. Karen grew up living the 
values of family and hard work. She 
lived her life just that way.

Karen graduated from Lake 
George High School in 1971. She 
attended and graduated from Trin-
ity College in Burlington with a 
B.A. in Human Services in 1975. 
She would later go on to get her 
Master’s Degree in Special Ed from 
College of St. Joseph in Rutland. 
While at Trinity College she met 
the person who would become her 
lifelong best friend, Shirley Chase 
McNally. It was fun for Karen’s 
children to hear the funny stories 
about their mom and Aunt Shirley.

In 1976 Karen took what she 
described as a “summer job” at 
the Brandon Training School. That 

summer gig turned into Karen’s 
professional passion; caring for 
and advocating for the needs of 
Vermonters with developmental 
disabilities. Just prior to Brandon 
Training School closing in 1993 
Karen accepted a position with the 
Offi ce of Public Guardians. Her 
work took her all over the state, 
maintaining relationships started in 
Brandon, to assure that people were 
supported. In 2015, just shy of her 
40th year of work she was forced to 
retire due to failing health.

In 1988 she met her partner for 
life Dar. Together they made their 

home in Sudbury. They welcomed 
their fi rst child in 2000, William 
Russell. In 2005 they welcomed 
home their second child Madison 
Barbara. They enjoyed going to 
Disney, swimming, and riding roller 
coasters.

In addition to her partner and 
children Karen is survived by her 
siblings Pam Hawley-Dean, Gail 
Hawley, Mark Hawley and John 
Hawley. She is survived by many 
nieces, nephews, and cousins, as 
well as a great nephew.

Karen was predeceased by her 
parents and by her brother Peter, 
and by her sister-in-law Claudia.

According to her wishes there 
will be no services. Burial at Pine 
Hill Cemetery will take place at a 
later date.

In lieu of fl owers the family asks 
that donations to honor Karen be 
made to the Brandon Area Rescue 
Squad or the Rutland County Hu-
mane Society.

Miller and Ketchum Funeral 
Home is handling all arrangements.

Finally, over the last seven years 
it has been diffi cult for Karen to 
breathe comfortably. A great trib-
ute would be to breathe deeply and 
think of Karen with fondness. Her 
family certainly will.

KAREN ANN HAWLEY

Obituaries

BARNARD FUNERAL HOME INC.

For five generations the Barnard family has assisted 
families in Pittsford, Proctor, Chittenden and the 

surrounding area getting through one of life’s most 
difficult times.

(802) 483-2811 Christopher Book/Director

Also operating the Birch Grove Crematory
3200 US RT 7, Pittsford

(802)483-9357 vcw@vermontcamera.com Jim & Liz McRae

If you love classic film cameras you need to pay us a visit.
Leica, Zeiss, Rolleiflex, Nikon, Voigtlander

 and many others.

Visit our
website

Hours
Thu - Sat 10-5

Visit our
website

Hours
Thu - Sat 10-5

RUTLAND — Vermont State Police charged a Brandon 
woman last Saturday for DUI after her car rolled into the front 
end of the state police cruiser that had made the stop.

According to the police report, Raven Blanchard, 26, was cit-
ed for DUI and driving without a license after stopping her for 
what they called an “observed violation” on Route 7 in Rutland 
Town at around 8:45 p.m. 

Police reported that during the stop, Blanchard’s car rolled 
backward downhill into the front of the police cruiser. Accord-
ing to the report, Blanchard showed signs of impairment and 
was screened for DUI-drugs. During the investigation, they 
also learned her license had been criminally suspended.

Blanchard was cited to appear in Rutland criminal court on 
June 6.

BRANDON — A Brandon woman was recently cited by the 
Vermont State Police Bureau of Criminal Investigations for 
cruelty to a child. 

Police were notifi ed of the incident on Dec. 10, 2021, and 
detectives were assigned to the case, along with the Vermont 
Department of Children and Families. The victim was reported 
to be less than 10 years old and living in Bridport. 

On March 23, 2020, police issued a citation to Jeanne 
Bergeron, 61, for the above-mentioned charge. Bergeron is 
scheduled to appear at the Rutland County Superior Court, 
Criminal Division on May 2, 2022 at 10 a.m. 

During police stop, Brandon 
woman’s car rolls downhill into cruiser

Brandon woman cited for cruelty to a child

News Briefs

GOSHEN — Tony Clark, a beloved and longtime innkeep-
er at Blueberry Hill Inn in Goshen, passed away on Saturday, 
March 26, 2022, of natural causes with family at his side at the 
Rutland Regional Medical Center. He just turned 78 on March 
21. Clark bought Blueberry Hill Inn in 1971 and turned it into 
a Nordic skiing hub over the next 20 years, giving birth to Ver-
mont’s Nordic ski and racing culture in those early years. Also 
a legendary inn owner, Clark was widely know within the inn-
keeping industry.

The family has established a page for Tony on the inn’s web-
site, and invites friends to share their memories on that space. 
Services will be held Sunday , April 24 at 11:30. More details 
and a full obituary will follow.

Beloved innkeeper Tony Clark
died of natural causes

levels, starting with a bachelor’s 
degree in education to a master’s 
degree plus 30 hours of specialized 
instruction. The experience level 
goes from year one and maxes out 
at 20 years. 

The new pay range in the fi rst 
year of the contract goes from a 
fi rst-year teacher with a bachelor’s 
degree starting at $44,352 to a high 
of $88,703 for a teacher with 20 
years experience with the highest 
education level.

“We expect that the new con-
tract will move our teachers more 
toward the middle of regional com-

pensation packages,” Collins said. 
“The following years will see more 
moderate cost of living adjustment 
(COLA) increases. This investment 
in the retention of quality teachers 
and the ability to attract new teach-
ers to vacant positions meets the 
primary purpose of the school sys-
tem — to offer a rigorous and qual-
ity education.” 

Other cost savings provisions 
were added to the contract to help 
fund the increase, Collins said, 
“particularly in the area of limiting 
professional development options 
beyond advance coursework and a 
step limitation when moving on the 
salary matrix (starting in year 3).”

Throughout the negotiating pro-
cess, Collins said both sides ap-

proached the negotiations in good 
faith.

“The boards appreciated the mu-
tual respect of the negotiations and 
the work of o ur teachers through 
COVID and beyond,” she said. “It 
is mutually felt that this contract 
leaves the district in a good place to 
attract and retain quality teachers.”  

RNESU
(Continued from Page 1)

CORRECTION: As the OVUU 
school board discusses the upcoming 
budget for a revote on April 26, the 
OVUU board will host a public hearing 
to get voter feedback at the start of its 
regular board meeting on Wednesday, 
April 6. In last week’s Reporter, we 
incorrectly wrote that there would be 
a public hearing on Tuesday, April 5, a 
day ahead of the board meeting.
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802-247-3449 • Marty@RoweRealEstate.com
 Rowe Real Estate.com

R
OWE

REAL ESTATE
247-3449

An exceptional country setting 
with a classic 5 bedroom Vermont 
farmhouse on 10 acres, and with 
all the needed farm buildings - cow 
barn, 2 large pole barns, 3 bay garage, 
outbuildings, partial fences, and 
more. A true diamond in the rough so 
bring your energy and vision, it will be 

well worth the effort. Being sold “as-is.” for $179,000.

1-acre building lot on a quiet 
country road with 198 feet of 
frontage. Perc tests done in 
the past indicated good soils. 
Just have design work done for 
a wonderful Vermont country 

home.  $32,000

REAL ESTATE

people, as they defend their right 
to be a free and independent na-
tion. May they live long and 
prosper!

The greatest goods that God 
foreknew are products of human 
ingenuity, creativity, of civiliza-
tion. And to produce them, God 
endowed mankind with reason 
and freedom and with a creative 
imagination that at times seems 
almost divine. 

But God also foresaw the evil 
that would come by endowing 
the human spirit with the gift of 
freedom and creativity. And it 
should be evident that much, if 
not most of the evil that happens 
in the world is caused by human 
agency: slavery, aggression, acts 
of cruelty, global warming. To be 
sure, there are natural evils also. 
Earthquake, wind, and fi re, and 
diseases of body and mind. Even 
in these instances, human cre-
ativity is prominent among the 
causes. The climate crisis, which 
has become critical, was brought 
on by us, by our exploitation of 

nature and of people. And the 
results are evident in storms and 
disease. 

In defense of God, theologians 
rely on the free will defence. 
God created mankind free. These 
evils are the results of human 
agency, of human beings acting 
freely, deliberately, willfully, and 
maliciously. All of them blam-
able, but if God had not created 
us free, they would not have oc-
curred; nor would Picasso have 
painted his marvelous works, 
or Beethoven his symphonies, 
or Plato written The Republic. 
So, on balance, does this make 
things right? Does everything 
happen for the best in the best of 
all possible worlds? If so, why 
are we constantly struggling to 
make the world better. 
Is human freedom an unsur-

passable good? What is it to be 

free? 

To begin with: freedom be-
longs to the very essence of hu-
man existence. It is not peculiar 
only to humans, rather it is a 

power residing deep in the na-
ture of all things. Metaphysical-
ly, it resides within being itself. 
It is the ground of our existence.

I am reminded of the Song: 
“Born free, as free as the wind 
blows, as free as the grass grows; 
born free to follow your heart. 
Live free, and beauty surrounds 
you, the world still astounds 
you, each time you look at a 
star”. Freedom is a sensibility in 
tune with nature; a power rooted 
deeply in the heart; a feeling as 
broad as the heavens. It is a gift 
of Nature to all animals, each 
according to its kind, but it ex-
tends more broadly and is seated 
deep within life itself, like the 
very breath of life; the origin of 
every being that has breath. But 
it is more extensive than this; it 
resides at the root of the being 
of all things. “Free as the wind 
blows”; “The wind  blows where 
it will, and you hear the sound 
of it,” like the spirit of God at 
the origin of the universe. Or 
the power that makes our hearts 
beat. You can feel it running, 
surging through your body, like 
a dog stretching. Stretch out like 
your dog and you’ll feel the very 

breath of life fl owing through 
your body, vitalizing every cell 
as you reach beyond yourself; 
being free is being alive; feeling 
within yourself; freedom is life 
itself.

But as living beings, we are 
more, perhaps even greater, than 
mere tumbleweed and the wind 
that blows it, notwithstanding 
our frailty and fallibility and 
mortality. We are rational beings, 
capable of knowing the truth, of 
knowing the difference between 
right and wrong, and of acting 
on the basis of what we know to 
be right and good and true. Most 
of all, freedom is fundamental to 
our existence as moral beings. 
We are responsible selves. Ac-
cording to Leibniz’ contempo-
rary, the philosopher John Locke 
(1632–1704), human freedom is 
just the capacity to do the right 

thing, and to persist notwith-
standing the resistance that we 
may encounter outside us or 
more tragically within ourselves. 
Which brings me back to where 
I began this essay, to the problem 
of evil. If freedom is the power to 
do the right thing, as John Locke 
supposed, then whenever we fail 
to do the right thing, is it because 
we lack the power freely to do it; 
even more, whenever we will-
fully do evil, are we acting free-
ly? I believe the answer is Yes, 
at least some of the time, for if 
not, there would be no ground or 
reason to praise or blame, repri-
mand or punish. Freedom makes 
us responsible. And surveying 
the world, there is much evil for 
which we are responsible. God 
help us.

Meaning of Life
(Continued from Page 5)

supported with $30 million for 
Town Highway Bridges, $7.2 
million for Town Highway 
Structures, $8.6 million for Class 
2 Roadway Programs and $27.7 
million for General Town High-
way aid with an additional $9 
million in other Town Highway 
programs. Most notably the bill 
includes provisions to help mu-
nicipalities protect their covered 
bridges by installing uniform 
warning signage and increas-
ing the penalties for damaging a 
covered bridge to $1,500 and up 
to $2,000 per occurrence — an 
increase from the current $200 
per occurrence.
THE ‘BIG’ BILL

H-740 — Appropriations for 
the support of State government. 
Fondly called “The Big Bill,” 
the total in spending of undu-

plicated funds in this budget is 
$8.14 billion and like the T-Bill, 
this year’s appropriation is the 
largest budget created in state 
history. 

The budget consists of $2.01 
billion of state General Funds, 
$2.98 billion of federal funds, 
$1.9 billion in Education Fund 
receipts, $345 million in trans-
portation receipts, $428 million 
in Federal American Recovery 
Plan, (ARPA) receipts, $452 mil-
lion in “Special Funds” receipts 
(largely federal grants). 

Some notable spending is 
$4.72 billion for the support of 
the Agency of Human Services, 
$2.635 billion for Pre-K to 12 
education, $4.58 million for the 
Protection of Persons and Prop-
erty, $792 million to fund the 
Transportation Bill and a host of 
other pressures on state govern-

ment for the support of Vermont-
ers. 

It is important to note that 
all statutorily required reserves 
are fully funded in this budget. 
(Think rainy day funds). Also 
of note, all the ARPA funds re-
ceived from the federal govern-
ment have now been appropri-
ated, so I would expect to see 
a smaller budget in fi scal year 
2024.

I am honored to serve as 
your state representative for the 
towns of Brandon, Pittsford, and 
Sudbury. You may reach me at 
bshaw@leg.state.vt.us or at 802-
483-2398.

Representative Butch Shaw
Vice Chair-House Committee 

on Transportation
PO Box 197
Pittsford, VT  05763

Legislative wrap
(Continued from Page 4)

wanted when she was suffering 
from a rapidly degenerative neu-
rological disease. 

“Those 48 hours were a night-
mare. Just the sheer emotional 
toll it took on my mother was so 
painful to watch,” said Duncan 
Allen-Burns, son of Dee Allen.

Medical aid in dying is an im-
portant and powerful option in 
the spectrum of compassionate 

care toward the end of life. S.74 
would alleviate some of the pain 
and suffering endured by Ver-
monters who are severely ill and 
trying to avail themselves of the 
option of medical aid in dying.

“I couldn’t be more behind her 
decision, and that’s coming from 
a place of pure love. We really 
appreciate the work that you are 
doing. We’re very thankful our 
mom was in a state where she 

got to choose the way she went 
out,” said Duncan Allen-Burns.

For more information got 
to www.patientchoices.org or 
www.compassionandchoices.
orgNote: Betsy Walkerman of 
Underhill is president of Patient 
Choices Vermont. Kim Callinan 
is the CEO of Oregon-based 
Compassion and Choices.

End of life
(Continued from Page 4)
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Charlotte Bishop 
MASSAGE THERAPY

Destress your body and rejuvenate
with the gift of touch.
Therapeutic ◆  Soft Tissue
Swedish/Eslan  ◆  Cupping
Certified and registered.

28+ years of experience.  (802) 247-8106

We do Trees!
Educated, Experienced and Fully Insured Professionals

Thad Poremski
(802) 

345-2815

Planting • Pruning • Removing • Repairing
Stump Removal • Timber Harvesting • Land Clearing • Firewood

89 Stevens Road Pittsford, VT | 802-483-6550
Mon-Fri: 7AM-4PM & Sat: 8AM-12PM | www.gagnonlumber.com

Native 
Vermont Lumber

Gagnon 
Lumber

Hemlock Framing Stock • Pine Shiplap Siding 
Pine Tongue & Groove • Custom Cut Timbers

Bark Mulch – Delivery Available

“Plus, it’s really not a good time 

to be writing about the great Rus-

sian language or culture,” Richard-

son said. 

On March 3, Vermont Gov. Phil 

Scott signed an executive order to 

express “Solidarity With the Ukrai-

nian People.”

That order barred the state from 

making any purchases of Russian 

products, which led to Russian vod-

ka being pulled from state liquor 

stores, according to Scott spokes-

person Jason Maulucci. It wasn’t 

clear if any other products would be 

affected. 

‘VALUES THAT UNITE’
Vermont’s longstanding political 

ties with Russia are also fraying. 

In 1990, then-Gov. Madeleine 

Kunin signed a “Sister State Re-

lationship” with offi cials from the 
Soviet republic of Karelia. As the 

Iron Curtain opened, Vermonters 

spearheaded initiatives — partly 

bankrolled by the U.S. Agency for 

International Development — to 

advise their Russian counterparts 

on jury trials, property law, juvenile 

justice and other legal topics. 

Vermonters — including Oet-

tinger, the Burlington attorney — 

led an initiative to establish what 

they believed to be the country’s 

fi rst legal clinic at a university in the 
city of Petrozavodsk. 

The sister-state program has 

been largely inactive since the mid-

2010s, when Russian President 

Vladimir Putin cracked down on 

nonprofi ts and nongovernmental 
organizations in the country. 

But on March 3, Scott’s execu-

tive order offi cially put an end to it. 
“The governor felt that it still 

being on the books, with no active 

citizen-to-citizen engagement, only 

provided a level of legitimacy to the 

Putin-installed leadership of Kare-

lia,” Maulucci said.

But supporters of the relationship 

argue that its suspension has had 

zero impact on Russian aggression 

in Ukraine. 

“If anything, I think it works the 

other way, because it makes the re-

lationship between Russia and the 

United States more strained,” Oet-

tinger said.

A similar situation has played out 

in Burlington. In the 1980s, then-

Burlington Mayor Bernie Sanders 

sought a sister city partnership in 

the then-Soviet Union. The program 

organized regular events, including 

theater performances, art exchanges 

and hockey games.

This January, Vladimir Volkov, 

the mayor of Yaroslavl, wrote to 

Burlington Mayor Miro Weinberg-

er to express his appreciation of an 

event last year. A Zoom meeting be-

tween Burlington and Yaroslavl stu-

dents, Volkov said, was a particular 

success. 

“We have received many posi-

tive reviews from Yaroslavl par-

ticipants,” Volkov wrote. “I hope 

that such projects will continue and 

Yaroslavl and American schools 

will return to direct cooperation 

based on universal human values 

that unite all nations.”

Two months later, Burlington of-

fi cials put the cities’ partnership on 
ice. 

The relationship, Burlington 

Mayor Miro Weinberger said, 

“should not legitimize Putin’s anti-

democratic actions in Yaroslavl, en-

able the spread of Putin propagan-

da, or facilitate in any way Putin’s 

dark and dangerous agenda.” 

But the decision to end the re-

lationship drew criticism from the 

Sister Cities Program, which issued 

a statement saying the decision was 

not “conducive to helping Ukraini-

ans or ending the war.”

Sen. Sanders also condemned the 

decision. 

“It makes no sense to me to pun-

ish the people of Yaroslavl for the 

acts of a corrupt Russian dictator,” 

the senator said in an emailed state-

ment. “This is especially true at a 

time when Putin is arresting anti-

war demonstrators and crushing 

any Russian media that opposes his 

policies.”

Ballou, the dual citizen in South 

Royalton, agrees.

“Burlington and Yaroslavl should 

have found ways to allow people to 

communicate,” she said. “Not all 

people in Russia support Putin.”

For years, Ballou has sought 

to strengthen the ties between the 

country of her birth and her adopted 

home.

A Russian teacher, Ballou led 

class trips to the country while 

teaching at Springfi eld High 
School. Now, in School Adminis-

trative Unit 70, a cross-border dis-

trict that links Norwich, Vermont, 

and Hanover, New Hampshire, she 
runs the Slavic Club — once called 

the Russian Club, but renamed to 

refl ect the multinational nature of 
the Russian language. 

Recently, the club has been rais-

ing money to support Ukrainian un-

dergraduates at nearby Dartmouth 

College, as well as other organiza-

tions supporting Ukraine. 

But as she works to promote un-

derstanding in Vermont, some of 

Ballou’s relationships with loved 

ones abroad have grown strained. In 

the absence of independent media, 

many of Ballou’s Russian friends 

and family members have absorbed 

the Kremlin’s rhetoric about the 

war. Other Russians are worried 

that their contacts with Americans 

could put them at risk.

Worst of all, as the West and Rus-

sia drift further apart, Ballou found 

that she could no longer talk to her 

parents about the war: Her mother 
is “too nervous,” Ballou said, and 

her father has bought into pro-Putin 

propaganda. 

 “It feels like I’m an orphan,” she 

said.

Russian ties
(Continued from Page 2)

Ramsey summed up the current ef-

fort that’s underway as follows:  

 “Zion Growers, an industrial 

hemp processing company, has 

taken a serious interest in the prop-

erty and has a vision for its use that 

mirrors the economic development 

goals listed in the town’s Municipal 

and Prosperity Plan. The company 

recently purchased what is com-

monly known as the “Ide” build-

ing in St. Johnsbury, which will be 

redeveloped and will act as a sister 

location to the future hemp process-

ing facility in Proctor. 

“Becoming aware of a partner-

ship opportunity, Proctor town 

offi cials began working with the 
Preservation Trust of Vermont, the 

Chamber and Economic Develop-

ment of the Rutland Region, the 

Rutland Regional Planning Com-

mission and Zion Growers to spark 

community and stakeholder interest 

towards the potential transfer and 

future use of the Marble Company 

building as a hub for light industrial 

manufacturing, including hemp 

processing and a home for existing 

tenants…. The town will continue 

to work with local and regional 

stakeholders to produce a site feasi-

bility study, architectural/engineer-

ing plans, code compliance review, 

and an environmental analysis for 

light industrial use activities at the 

former Marble Company building.”

The VCDP grant will get that 

process underway. After the presen-

tation by Samuels, the selectboard 

passed a motion in support of the 

grant application and of its role as a 

municipal sponsor in support of the 

project. 

MANAGER’S REPORT
In a brief manager’s report, 

Ramsey noted that the town was 

awarded grants from the Mortimer 

Proctor Fund to fi nance the follow-
ing: An extension to the existing 

dock at beaver pond; equipment for 

Olympus Pool; American Legion 

Grave Markers; and help for the 

town to host concerts in the park 

and have fi reworks on the 4th of 
July. 

The total award amount was 

$14,389.62. The town was also 
given the chance to justify its re-

quest to fund the construction of a 

playground at the rink at a projected 

cost of about $47,000. To that end, 
the Parks & Rec committee held a 

work session last week, and a fi nal 
proposal will be submitted to the 

Mortimer Proctor fund by April 15.

Ramsey reported, among other 

items, that wires down on Maple 

Street were repaired, the town is still 

searching for a zoning administrator 

and summer pool director, there’s a 

position open on the town planning 

commission and that repairs to the 

slate roof on the town hall were be-

ing pursued. 

OTHER BUSINESS 
In other business, the selectboard: 

• Heard a report on the town’s 
Local Hazard Mitigation Plan from 

Steffanie Bourque, who reported 

that the plan was in draft form and 

not far from being fi nalized. She 
praised the seven-member town 

committee who spearheaded the ef-

fort. 

Bourque said the group had 

“done a lot of work” that resulted 

in an “impressive” plan. The seven 

members on that committee were: 

Kevin Blongy, Emergency Man-

agement Coordinator; John Corliss, 

Public Works Foreman; Ben Curtis, 

Proctor Selectboard; Tom Doty, 

Proctor Planning Commission; Lisa 

Miser, Proctor Free Library/Proc-

tor Schoolboard; Michael Ramsey, 

Town Manager/Emergency Man-

agement Director; and Josh Webb, 

Proctor Fire Chief.

• Appointed Matt Parker to a 

two-year term on the Parks and Rec 

committee; 

• Appointed Josh Webb to a two-

year term as the town’s 911 coordi-

nator; 

• Appointed Kevin Blongy to a 

two-year term as Emergency Man-

agement coordinator. 

• Under Good Stuff, Judy Frazier 

gave a shout out to local resident 

Bob Protivansky for an award he 

received at the Rutland Waste Wa-

ter Treatment plant; and Lisa Miser 

noted that a couple former Proctor 

softball players were doing well 

playing for the Castleton University 

softball team.

Proctor
(Continued from Page 1)
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Tuesday:
Chess Club
Join us every Tuesday evening for a fun night of chess from 
4:00–6:00 p.m. at the Godnick Adult Center, 1 Deer Street, 
Rutland.
Brandon Public Library Pins & Needles Crafting Group
The club will meet 5:30–7 p.m.
Brandon Public Library Teen Advisory Group
This advisory group meets every fi rst Tuesday of the month 
from 3:30–5 p.m.
Brandon Public Library Book Discussion Group
Starting at 6 p.m., this group also meets every fi rst Tuesday
of the month.

Wednesdays:
Brandon Public Library Meditation Group
Meet us for an hour of calm from 12:30–1:30 p.m.

Thursdays:
Open Mic Nights
The Clear River Inn & Tavern in Pittsfi eld hosts weekly
open mic nights. Sign-up starts at 8:00 p.m., the show is 
from 9:00 pm–10:00 p.m.. 2614 Route 100 Pittsfi eld,  VT 
05762

2 & 9:
Kids Handbuilding with Clay
The Chaffee Art Center is holding 2 sessions of Handbuilding 
from 12–1:30 p.m. Students will learn to create with clay.  After 
project is kiln fi red, they will learn how to fi nish the piece. All 
ages Must preregister $50 for 2 classes.

9: 
Mom Prom
Come to the Brandon Town Hall at 8 p.m. for a night of fun 
just for the Ladies! Cash bar, dessert bar, raffl es, and great 
dance music. Get all fancy and come have a blast! Tickets are 
$10, $15 at the door. Gentlemen can join at 10 p.m. for only 
$5. *You do NOT need to be a mom to join in.*
Fraud Watch Program
Fraud and scams are very much in the news these days.  At 
2 p.m. the Shoreham Congregational Church will host a 
presentation on recognizing frauds and scams and what to 
do about them. Newspaper columnist Elliott Greenblott will 
give an overview of the leading scams and techniques of 
con artists and steps to avoid becoming a victim.  Discover 
what habits and behaviors put you at risk, and what tactics 
con artists use to try to defraud you.  Learn the most effec-
tive prevention strategies to avoid becoming a victim.  Get 
resources about where to go if you or someone you love has 

become a victim.  Knowledge is your best defense to protect 
yourself from fraud and scams. The presentation is free and 
open to the public.  All community members are encouraged 
to attend.

15:
Wildlife Encounters
Join us at 6:30 p.m. at the Brandon Town Hall. Amazing 
animals, and very educational for everyone. All ages. Hands 
on, they are back for another incredible show! Tickets $5 per 
person

16:
Helicopter Easter Egg Drop!!
Join us for a memorable Easter Egg Hunt! We will join around 
the Fair Haven Union High school football fi eld to watch the 
helicopter fl y in and drop thousands of eggs for the kids to col-
lect! We will also have a toddler egg hunter before the drop to 
give the littles a fair chance! There will also be an opportunity 
to get your picture taken with the Easter bunny! Check out the 
details down below! REGISTRATION: Please pre-register by 
texting “egg” at (802) 444-0655 Pre-register by April 14th and 
have your child ages 5-12 be entered into winning a $100 gift 
card to sky zone or ages newborn - 4yrs a year family member-
ship pass to Wonder Feet! ($100 value). Registration check-in 
starts at 9:30 a.m., Newborn - 4yrs at 10:30 a.m. (egg hunt), 
Ages- 5 - 12yrs at 11a.m. (helicopter drop) The Egg Drop is 
entirely FREE.

Rusty DeWees comes down from the mountain
Rusty DeWees is a local celebrity (well, he’s from up north, 
but same thing), bringing his legendary humor to Brandon. 
Show starts at 7 p.m. at the Brandon Town Hall. Tickets $25 
per person.

April
Calendar of events

Oops! We recently have been alerted that information 
we printed about the Brandon Public Library’s Second 
Story program was mistakenly picked up from Brandon 
Public Library in Wisconsin. The Brandon, VT Free 
Public Library is open Tues-Wed 10-7, Thurs-Fri 10-6, 
Saturday 10-4. Sorry for any confusion this has caused.
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Can you identify any of the people in these vintage photos from 
Mim Welton’s Dateline Brandon newspaper archives? Let us know! 

Mim's Photos
Page 10 — The Reporter, March 30, 2022Page 10 — The Reporter, March 30, 2022Page 10 — The Reporter, March 30, 2022Page 10 — The Reporter, March 30, 2022Page 10 — The Reporter, March 30, 2022

E-mail ads@brandonreporter.com if you can identify someone 
in these photos. Or call us at 247-8080 
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Crossword

Sudoku

Puzzle solutions

Here’s how a sudoku 

puzzle works: 

Sudoku puzzles are 

formatted as a 9x9 

grid, broken down 

into nine 3x3 boxes. 

To solve a sudoku 

every row, every 

column and every 

box must contain the 

numbers 1 through 

9. Each number 

must appear only 

once in each row, 

column and box. 

Figure out where 

to fill in the missing 
numbers by using 

the numeric clues 

already provided in 

the boxes. The more 

numbers that are 

filled in, the easier it 
gets to solve .

I could be the new friend you’ve been looking for!

802-483-6700 • WWW.RCHSVT.ORG
765 STEVENS RD. • PITTSFORD

2022 Annual Appeal Fund Drive Is Underway!
Spring is here, and that brings new beginnings. It brings hope.  It brings bright futures. The 

homeless animals in our care are ready for those new beginnings and deserve those bright 

futures ahead. Because of  our community’s support of  the work we do, we are able to offer that 

hope. Because of  you we are able to provide food, water, and a place to sleep. Because of  you 

we are able to provide medical care, warmth, and love.  Because of  you we were able to pro-

vide new beginnings for the 1100 animals who came through our doors last year. Please help 

us bring bright futures for the animals in need.  Please consider donating to our 2022 Annual 

Appeal Fund Drive. You will make a difference.  You can donate online at www.rchsvt.org, or call 

the Business Office at 802.483.9171. Thank you for your continued support.

ADOPTION CENTER OPEN

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.

THOR -  2.5-YEAR-OLD. NEUTERED MALE. SHEPHERD MIX. BLACK AND TAN.
My name is Thor, and I was brought to the shelter with Odin on March 5 because we 

were not a good fit for the family. I am a very quiet boy, and I am fairly laid-back. I do 

take a little bit to warm up to new people, but once I spend some time with you, I like 

going for walks and playing outside. As a Shepherd mix, it isn’t surprising that I tend to 

take some time to warm up to strangers. I can’t go home with cats as I do not get along 

with them. I am a sweet boy who needs a comfy couch to lay on.

STAR - 2-YEAR-OLD. SPAYED FEMALE. DOMESTIC SHORT HAIR. BROWN TIGER & WHITE.
I LOVE attention! My human friends named me Star, which is perfect because I am the star 

of  the show! I’m a very talkative girl, and when you are in the room, I will always say hello 

and talk to you until you give me love… and lots of  it! I always like to make sure all the 

attention is on me, so if  you have any other pets in the home, I will most likely get along 

with them, but I will let you know if  I think they are getting more attention than me. But 

that’s because I have a lot of love to give and want all the love in return.

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Hillsides
 6. A way to ingest
 9. Large number
13. Southeastern Minnesota city
14. Cronies
15. Having sufficient skill, 

knowledge
16. Supplements with difficulty
17. Former VP nominee Palin
18. Cambodian monetary unit
19. Where coaches work
21. Secret political clique
22. A type of lute
23. Tan
24. Empire State
25. Where golfers begin
28. For each
29. Muslim inhabitants of the 

Philippines
31. Bird genus
33. Popular Dave Matthews Band 

song
36. Domesticates
38. “Boardwalk Empire” actress 

Gretchen
39. Asian antelope
41. One who takes apart
44. Kin
45. Dresses
46. Says something about you 

(abbr.)
48. Doctor of Education
49. One quintillion bytes (abbr.)
51. Overcharge
52. Sailboats
54. Indian musical patterns
56. Predisposition to a condition
60. Share a common boundary with
61. Wide
62. Skin disease
63. Monetary unit of Samoa
64. Source of the Blue Nile
65. Instrument
66. Red deer
67. Unidentified flying object
68. Bar or preclude

CLUES DOWN
 1. Flying insects
 2. Strong alcoholic spirit
 3. Old
 4. Moves in slowly
 5. Symbol for tin
 6. Having certain appendages
 7. Expression of sorrow or pity
 8. Type of hormone (abbr.)
 9. One with an unjustified mistrust
10. Hebrew calendar month
11. Pure
12. LSU football coach
14. Unbroken views
17. Fathers
20. Part of a race
21. Hairstyle
23. Fifth note of a major scale
25. Body art
26. Amounts of time
27. Designed chairs
29. Sensational dramatic piece
30. Arrangement of steps
32. Classifies
34. Young child
35. Oh, no!
37. Astronomical period of about 

18 years
40. Not or
42. Poke fun at
43. Consisting of roots
47. “__ Humbug!”
49. A way to remove
50. A confusion of voices and other 

sounds
52. Keyed instrument
53. Varnishes
55. Unpleasantly sticky substance
56. Unable to hear
57. A short erect tail
58. Indicates interest
59. Flow or leak through
61. British thermal unit
65. Iron
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Adult Non-Fiction-
Body Work: The Radical 

Power of Personal Narra-

tive by Melissa Febos
Drawing on her own path from 

aspiring writer to acclaimed au-
thor and writing professor—via 
addiction and recovery, sex 
work and Harvard night school—
Melissa Febos has created a 
captivating guide to the writing 
life, and a brilliantly unusual ex-
ploration of subjectivity, privacy, 
and the power of divulgence. 
Candid and inspiring, Body 
Work will empower readers and 
writers alike, offering ideas—and 
occasional notes of caution—to 
anyone who has ever hoped to 
see themselves in a story. 

Juvenile Fiction 
The Ogress and the 

Orphans by Kelly Barnhill  
Stone-in-the-Glen, once 

a lovely town, has fallen on 
hard times. Fires, fl oods, and 
other calamities have caused 
the people to lose their library, 
their school, their park, and even 
their neighborliness. The people 
put their faith in the Mayor, a 
dazzling fellow who promises he 
alone can help. After all, he is a 
famous dragon slayer. (At least, 
no one has seen a dragon in his 
presence.) Only the clever chil-
dren of the Orphan House and 
the kindly Ogress at the edge of 
town can see how dire the town’s 
problems are. 

Juvenile Graphic 
Novels 

Wingbearer by Marjorie 

M. Liu, illustrated by 

Teny Issakhanian 
Raised by mystical bird spirits 

in the branches of the Great Tree, 
Zuli’s never ventured beyond 
this safe haven. She’s never had 
to. Until now. When a sinister 
force threatens the life-giving 
magic of the tree, Zuli, along 
with her guardian owl, must get 
to the root of it. So begins an 
adventure bigger than anything 
Zuli could’ve ever imagined--one 
that will bring her, along with 
some newfound friends, face-
to-face with an ancient dragon, 
the so-called Witch-Queen, and 
most surprisingly of all: her true 
identity. 

Adult Fiction 
The Resting Place by 

Camilla Sten, translated 

by Alexandra Fleming 
The medical term is prosopag-

nosia --the inability to recognize 
a familiar person’s face, even 
the faces of those closest to you. 
When Eleanor walked in on the 
scene of her cruel grandmother’s 
murder, she came face to face 
with the killer—a maddening 
expression that means nothing 

to someone like her. With each 
passing day, her anxiety mounts. 
The dark feelings of having 
brushed by a killer, yet not know 
who could do this—or if they’d 
be back—overtakes both her 
dreams and her waking mo-
ments, thwarting her perception 
of reality. 

Young Adult Fiction 
The Theft of Sunlight 

by Intisar Khanani  
When her friend’s sister is 

snatched, Rae knows she can’t 
look away from the ongoing 
disappearances in her country 
any longer - even if that means 
seeking answers from the royal 
court, where she is certain she will 
face ridicule. Yet she is surprised 
when she discovers an ally in the 
foreign princess, who recruits 
her as an attendant. Armed with 
the princess’s support, Rae seeks 
answers in the dark city streets, 
fi nding unexpected help in a 
rough-around-the-edges street 
thief with secrets of his own. But 
treachery runs deep, and the 
more Rae uncovers, the more 
she endangers the kingdom 
itself. 

The following large print 

books were donated by 

Brenda Whittaker: 
“The Summer Getaway” by 

Susan Mallery in memory of 
Florence LaRqqock 

“The Match” by Harlan Coben 
in memory of Andy Livak 
“All the Queen’s Men” by S. J. 

Bennett in memory of Maureen 
Vogel

Did you know?
Join us at 10 a.m. 

Saturday April 9 for a 
Volunteer coffee and 

planning meeting at the 
library!

New books at the Brandon Free Public Library

ARIES March 21–April 20
Enhanced feelings of determination 
motivate you this week, Aries. You will be 
able to wrap up projects that you’ve thus 
far been unable to fi nish. You will be able 
to handle anything.
TAURUS April 21–May 21
The end of the tunnel isn’t as far away as 
it may seem right now, Taurus. Take one 
step at a time and you will fi nd out that 
the culmination of something challeng-
ing is near.
GEMINI May 22–June 21
Think about making some plans for a 
getaway or a short vacation this week, 
Gemini. You likely can use the break 
and change of scenery. Use this as an 
opportunity to rest and refocus. 
CANCER June 22–July 22
Cancer, try not to be too judgemental 
of others, especially as it pertains to a 

project at work. Be open-minded to other 
ideas and value another’s perspective.
LEO July 23–Aug. 23
Leo, friends will come to you seeking 
advice or simply looking for a patient 
person to lend an ear. Give them all the 
time they need to share their thoughts.
VIRGO Aug. 24–Sept. 22
Getting through the week shouldn’t be 
too much of a problem for you, Libra. A 
second wind of energy may come your 
way and you will have the determination 
to get the job done.
LIBRA Sept. 23–Oct. 23
When a project presents itself you don’t 
want to pass on it, Libra. Do your due dili-
gence. Now is not the time for shortcuts 
or to rush through anything.
SCORPIO Oct. 24–Nov. 22
There’s a good chance you will feel 
positive and upbeat for most of the week, 
Scorpio. Make the most of this good 
mood and catch up with friends and 
loved ones.
SAGITTARIUS Nov. 23–Dec. 21
Sagittarius, don’t underestimate your 
ability to be resourceful when a problem 

lands in your lap. You will fi nd the 
answers to get through it.
CAPRICORN Dec. 22–Jan. 20
Try not to let one obstacle get you down, 
Capricorn. You will have plenty of other 
opportunities to redeem yourself and 
fi nd success in the task at hand.
AQUARIUS Jan. 21–Feb. 18
Aquarius, it can be easy to fall into a rut, 
but by daring to be different you may 
gain a new perspective on things you 
never imagined. Try a new style and 
embrace the change.
PISCES Feb. 19–March 20
Resist feeling self-conscious about some 
of your choices, Pisces. If you believe in 
yourself, others will start to fl ock to your 
side.

WEEKLY HOROSCOPE

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
March 31 Chloe Zhao, fi lm director (40)
April 1  Toshiro Mifune, actor (d)
April 2  Charlemagne, 
  king of the Franks (d)
April 3   Dev Patel, actor (32)
April 4  Marguerite Duras, writer (d)
April 5  Elena Ferrante, novelist (79) 
April 6  Raphael, Renaissance painter 

  and architect (d)

BRANDON — In the past 

week, Brandon Police have been 

called in to assist the towns of 

Middlebury and Pittsford in in 

attempting to locate a vehicles 

that had fl ed from the scene. The 
Middlebury Police Department 

contacted Brandon Police on 

March 24 asking for assistance 

in locating a vehicle that was in-

volved in a hit-and-run accident 

in their town. The residence on 
Old Farm Road, where the car 

was registered to, was checked 

but the vehicle was not there. In 
Pittsford on March 25, a vehicle 

fl ed the scene of a traffi c stop on 
Weset Creek Road initiated by 

Pittsford Police. In both cases, 
police were unable to locate the 

vehicle in question.
Police also made two arrests 

for driving violations. On March 
22, police stopped Tara Hughes, 
25, of Brandon, for operating 

with headlights off on Union 

Street. Hughes was determined 
to have a criminally suspended 

drivers license and was placed 

under arrest. She was cited to ap-
pear in the Rutland County Su-

perior Court-Criminal Division 

at a later date for arraignment. 
Later in the week, on March 24 

on Grove Street, David Luncz 

of Rutland was arrested and 

charged with for DUI – fi rst of-
fense and resisting arrest. Luncz 
was cited to appear in Rutland 

Superior Court, Criminal Divi-

sion on April 11,  to answer to 

the charges.
In other activity Brandon Po-

lice:

On March 21
• Responded to a report of  

a theft of a snowmobile trailer 

from a residence on Forest Dale 

Road.

• Repsonded to a complaint of 

a juvenile problem at a Barlow 

Avenue residence concerning 

obscene phone calls.
• Responded to a report of 

simple assault on McConnell 

Road, down the road from Jiffy 

Mart. The male suspect had not 
been identifi ed as of March 22.

• Received a motor vehicle 

complaint of an erratic opera-

tor speeding and passing cars on 

Franklin Street by OVUHS. Of-
fi cers later located the vehicle on 
Carver Street and spoke with the 

operator.
• Investigated the vandalism 

of several trees on Park Street.
• Made a traffi c stop on 

Franklin Street/High Street for 
failure to display registration 

plate(s). The owner was issued 
a warning for not displaying his 

temporary registration.
• Conducted routine property 

watches at at BLSG Insect Con-

trol District on Hollow Road and 
at the Masonic Lodge on Park 

Street.
• Took Fingerprints for nurs-

ing school students.
On March 22

• Responded to an accident 

on Town Farm Road, where a 
school bus had struck a power 

line and pulled the wires off of 

a nearby residence. No children 
were present on the bus at the 

time of the crash. The Bran-
don Fire Department and Green 

Mountain Power responded to 

the scene to assist the offi cers 
with traffi c control and to re-
move the downed electrical line 

from the roadway.
• Removed a dozen syringes 

that had been dumped in the 

front yard of a Carver Street. The 

Police ReportBrandon

(See Police report 14)
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Excavating

1963 —— Celebrating Over 50 Years —— 2020

Dozers. Excavators. Heavy Hauling.
Top Soil. Gravel. Sand.

arkowski
Excavating, Inc.

Home Care

Residential Care Home

Level III • ERC Care • State Licensed

Wintergreen

Restoration

877-765-6340
Fully insured & certified

Disaster Recovery, Inc.
24/7 Emergency Services Covering Vermont

www.DisasterRecoveryInc.com

Service

Accounting

P. O. Box 22, 900 Pearl Street, Brandon, VT  05733

sharon@stearnscpa.com • www.stearnscpa.com

(802) 247-8300 • By Appt. Only 

Sharon L. Stearns, CPA, PLLC
Accounting, Tax & Consulting Services

Individuals, 
Small Business
 & Non Profits

Bookkeeping 
Payroll

Quickbooks

Tax Planning 
& Tax Return 
Preparation

Accounting

Laurie L. BertrandLaurie L. Bertrand
CCertified ertified PPublic ublic AAccountantccountant

Bookkeeping & Payroll Services

Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation

Experience You Can Count On

4 Carver Street, Brandon • By Appt. Only

465-8362 • fax 465-8438

STORAGE CONTAINERS
Rentals & Sales

Great for Seasonal Storage, 
Renovation Projects 

or Job Sites

Delivered To Your Location

Storage Containers Water/Radon Testing

Lalancette Testing Services LLC
Water Quality

Radon - Air & Water
Independent & Professional

Testing Services from Certified Laboratories

802-855-3834

tests@lalancettetesting.com 
Barb Lalancette | Florence, VT 05744

Over 30 Years Experence and Service

Excavating

Auto Repair

Hometown Service from 

Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes and models

G Stone Motors  

36 Boardman St., 
Middlebury

(802) 388-6718
gstonemotors.com 

Stone

Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

Home CareHome Care

Auto Body Shop

Certified Collision Experts
All Makes and Models

Working with all
Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South, 
Middlebury

stonecdjr.com

Get your 

business noticed!

ONLY $10/week!

Business & Service

Ad design included in price. 
Call The Reporter today at 

802-247-8080 or 
email ads@brandonreporter.com

Restoration

Contractor

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l

Christopher Netelkos
cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.

One cal l  does i t  a l l

Contractor

Full Service Hair Care 

for Men, Women and Kids.

Cuts • Color • Highlighti ng  • Tanning
Manicures • Arti fi cial Nails • Lashes

Skin Treatments with Kim 
from Brunswick Medical Aestheti cs

Delilah’s Hair Studio, LLC

for Men, Women and Kids.

Delilah’s Hair Studio, LLC

802-247-3345  • 25 Center St., Brandon VT 05733

Beauty Salons
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syringes were disposed of. 

• Conducted routine property 

watches at Hannaford Super-

market, the Neshobe Golf Club, 

Brandon Fire Department and 

802 Spirits.

• Conducted directed patrols 

for speed enforcement on Carver 

and Champlain Streets with sta-

tionary radar

• Went on foot patrol on Cen-

ter Street.

• Took fi ngerprints for a 
school chaperone.

On March 23
• Made two separate wel-

fare checks on Mulcahy Drive. 

The fi rst was a female that was 
reported to possibly be held 

against her will by her boyfriend. 

The offi cer made contact with 
the woman and she was found to 

be okay. The second check was 

for a female resident who had 

been ill and had not been heard 

from in over a week. The offi cer 
later determined that the woman 

had been admitted at the hospital 

earlier in the week.

• Investigated a complaint of 

scam messages by a resident of 

274 Mulcahy Drive. 

• Responded to a disabled 

vehicle with associated property 

damage in the fi eld between Es-
tabrook Park and the properties 

at Park Village. The vehicle was 

towed out safely and the opera-

tor was given conditions to fi x 
the damaged property.

• Made a traffi c stop fpr 
speedig on Conant Square. The 

operator was issued a tickets 

for failure to carry an up-to-date 

registration card.

• Conducted a foot Patrol on-

Center Street

• Took fi ngerprints for an 
RNESU chaperone.

On March 24
• Investigated a large amount 

of smoke coming from the area 

of the Neshobe Golf Course on 

Town Farm Road. Later deter-

mined to be a controlled burn.

• Made a welfare check on 

resident at 141 Jones Drive. Per-

son of interest found to be okay.

• Received a 911 call from 

a vacant/disconnected line at a 

residence on Grove Street. No 

response was necessary.

• Responded to a complaint. 

of a tailgating driver on Franklin 

Street. Vehicle was unable to be 

located.

• Conducted speed enforce-

ment on Grove Street resulting 

in two stops, one of which re-

sulted in a DUI arrest.
• Made two other traffi c stops 

on Grove Street, one for speed-

ing and for a moving violation. 

Both operators were issued 

warnings.

• Conducted a foot patrol on 

Center Street.

• Took fi ngerprints for two 
different RNESU chaperones, 
for employment, and for a Men-

tor Connector volunteer.

On March 25
• Responded to a dispute over 

living arrangements on Wheeler 

Road. The incident was deter-

mined to be a civil issue. Both 

parties were educated on police 

duties and responsibilities per-

taining to civil matters.

• Responded to an alarm at 

Hannaford Supermarket. The 

building was secure, no signs of 

attempted forced entry.

• Completed a welfare check 

for a male at 32 West Seminary 

Street. The person of interest was 

taken to the hospital by Brandon 

Area Rescue Squad.

• Received a 911 hangup 

from Robin Bird Lane. The land-

line that the call originated from 

has been disconnected and not 

an active line

• Made traffi c stops on Frank-
lin Street and Supermarket 

Drive, the fi rst for speeding and 
the second for blocking the road-

way. 

• Conducted a property watch 

on Prospect Street. 

• Took fi ngerprints for teach-
er employment.

On March 26
• Investigated a report of sus-

picious activity on River Street, 

where a resident noticed that a 

rear window of a neighboring 

house was open. No obvious 

signs of burglary found upon se-

curing residence.

• Investigated an untimely 

death on on West Seminary 

Street.

• Responded to a complaint 

of a motor vehicle blocking the 

roadway on High Pond Road. 

The vehicle was determined to 

belong to an area landowner that 

was conducting some land sur-

veying. The vehicle was subse-

quently moved.

• Made three traffi c stops 
on Franklin Street — one for a 

headlight not working, one for 

speeding, and for inoperational 

tail lights — and one on Grove 

Street for speeding. Vehicle op-

erators on Franklin Street were 

issued warnings. The Grove 

street operator was issued a tick-

et.

• Conducted property watch-

es at Walgreens on Union Street, 
a Franklin Street Business, and 

at the Jiffy Mart on McConnell 

Road.

On March 27
• Responded to a complaint 

about  ATVs riding on Richmond 

Road. ATVs were gone on arriv-

al.

• Took a late report of vehicle 

damage in Hannaford parking 

lot.

• Responded to the report of 

a suspicious vehicle on Grove 

Street. The vehicle was later de-

termined to be a worker assisting 

a family.

• Stopped and ticketed a vehi-

cle for speeding on Grove Street.

Patrolled Center Street on 

foot.

• Conducted property watch-

es at the Brandon Senior Center, 

Hannaford Supermarket, and a 

Grove Street business. All were 

secure.

Brandon police
(Continued from Page 12)

PUBLIC NOTICE OF INTENT

TO APPLY MOSQUITO ADULTICIDES

On or after May 1st, 2022 the Otter Creek Watershed (OCW, formerly known as 

the BLSG) Insect Control District may be making ground applications of mosquito 

adulticides along the public and private roads in the towns of Brandon, Leicester, 

Salisbury, Goshen, Pittsford, and Proctor to control adult mosquito populations.  

Applications of Deltamethrin, Etofenprox, Malathion, or synthetic pyrethroid 

insecticides will be made with ultra-low volume truck-mounted sprayers.  Spray 

routes can be viewed at: https://ocwicd.com/route-maps.  At least six hours in 

advance of spraying, specific route information will be posted to https://ocwicd.
com/public-notice.

If you wish to opt out and not have the road(s) abutting your property sprayed, 

please send a written request to the OCW.  If you submitted a No Spray Zone 

request for your property last year, an email to the OCW containing your 911 

address and requesting No Spray Zone status again this year will suffice.  If you 
did not submit a No Spray Zone request last year, please send a letter listing the 

name(s) of the property owner(s), his/her/their contact telephone numbers, the 

911 address of the property, and a property map which clearly shows the property 

boundaries along the public right of way.  Property maps can be obtained from 

Town Clerks or online at https://maps.vcgi.vermont.gov/ParcelViewer.  Upon 

receipt of your request a District employee will contact you and then will mark 

your property as a No Spray Zone.  Opt out requests must be renewed annually.

The OCW call center phone number is (802) 247-6779; the call center will take 

requests for treatment during the season.

Further information or comments about adulticiding activities in the OCW 

Insect Control District and/or about No Spray Zone requests can be obtained 

from:

Otter Creek Watershed Insect Control District 

P.O. Box 188. Brandon, VT 05733 

(802) 247-6779   |   ocwicd@gmail.com   |   https://ocwicd.com

Additional information is available at https://www.epa.gov/mosiquitocontrol

LICENSE YOUR DOG BY APRIL 1ST
TOWN CLERKS OFFICE 

49 CENTER STREET, BRANDON, VT 05733

If your dog is over 6 months old MALE / FEMALE:  $13.00

NEUTERED MALE / SPAYED FEMALE:  $9.00

(Includes $5.00 fee for State of Vermont)
After April 1st, fee is 50% more

BE SURE TO BRING A CURRENT RABIES CERTIFICATE

PUBLIC NOTICE OF INTENT

TO APPLY MOSQUITO LARVICIDES

On or after April 15th, 2022 the Otter Creek Watershed (OCW, formerly known 

as the BLSG) Insect Control District will be applying ground and possibly aerial 

treatments of mosquito larvicides on surface waters in the towns of Brandon, 

Leicester, Salisbury, Goshen, Pittsford, and Proctor to control mosquito larva 

populations.  Those treatments will use Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis (BTi), 

Bacillus Sphaericus (BS), and Spinosad, which are bacterial larvicides.  Ground 

applications of Cocobear (mineral oil) and Methoprene may also be used in 

selected wet areas to target mosquito pupae and prevent adult emergence.

Exclusion requests need to be renewed annually.  Please send a written 

request to the address or email address below.

Further information about larviciding activities in the OCW Insect Control 

District or about exclusion requests can be obtained from:

Otter Creek Watershed Insect Control District 

P.O. Box 188. Brandon, VT 05733 

(802) 247-6779   |   ocwicd@gmail.com   |   https://ocwicd.com

The Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets oversees the 

permitting of mosquito larviciding activities and can be reached at (802) 828-

1319.  More information is available at: http://agriculture.vermont.gov/plant_

pest/mosquitoes_ticks/mosquitoes

TOWN ACCOUNTANT
The Town of Fair Haven, VT is seeking qualified applicants 

for the position of town accountant.
This is a full-time exempt position with benefits.

Send a cover letter and resume by March 31, 2022 to:
Town Manager, 5 North Park Place,

Fair Haven, VT 05743 or
via email to fhmanager@comcast.net.

Fair Haven is an Equal Opportunity Employer

This is an exempt position that oversees the maintenance 
of comprehensive accounting records for the town. This 

position is responsible for developing and managing financial 
management systems and practices for all departments, 

assuring orderly flow of receipts and expenditure monitoring 
including cash flow, processing payroll and account payables. 

The position is the primary financial advisor to the
Town Manager, and is the liaison with the Town Treasurer.

An associate’s degree in accounting plus two years’ 
experience in municipal government is preferred.

Salary ranges from $30,000 - $52,000.
Salary based on experience.

A complete job description is available
at the Fair Haven Town Office.

DENTON & SON IS HIRING!
We are looking to fill 2 positions immediately:

• CDL truck driver- Full-time position
• Non CDL driver- Part-time position
Must be able to lift 50lbs consistently 

And have a clean driving record. 
Competitive pay offered.

Call our office to set up an interview: (802) 247-8340
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Full-Time Lawn Care  &  Landscaping
Positions Available

Immediate positions available working 

Monday – Friday and some Saturdays.

Paid Holidays, partial uniforms,  and competitive pay.   

Experience isn’t necessary  but having a positive attitude, 
loving to work outside,  and being reliable is.

To apply, call 802-352-9088
or stop by at 307 Kelly Cross Rd., 

Salisbury, VT 05769

Are you a lover of psychology?
Do you have a passion to use what you know

in the service of creating better lives
for people less fortunate than yourself?

Then you belong with us! Specialized Community Care 
is an organization that serves people with intellectual 

disabilities who have complex psychological, psychiatric, 
and behavioral issues in community based models. 

We need you to help us carry out
and expand our mission.  

Pay rates are based on skill set,
minimum pay is $14/hr for no experience.

If you have the passion, we will train. 
Contact us at

humanresources@sccvt.org or by phone at 802-388-6388.

MARKETING & ADVERTISING 
ACCOUNT MANAGER

Join us as we pursue excellence in local media!
The Addison Independent is hiring a dynamic individual with boundless 

creative energy and an optimistic desire to help local businesses. 

A SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATE WOULD HAVE:
• A passion and drive to help local businesses pursue effective marketing 

and advertising platforms.

• A tenacious drive to support and grow sales.  

• An outgoing personality eager to meet and  help develop effective 
marketing plans for area  businesses.

• Excellent communication skills and comfort  conducting business over 
email, phone, and  in person. 

• Exceptional organization skills and the capacity to help clients 
navigate the field of options  effectively.

Full time position offering generous benefits, a flexible schedule and room 
for self-direction, as well as the opportunity to join a cheerful, family-owned 

company in Middlebury.If this is you, let Christy know!

Christy Lynn, Director of Sales
58 Maple St. Middlebury, VT 05753

christy@addisonindependent.

And, we 
love our 

pets!

We’re seeking a meticulously organized, energetic 
and positive individual to be the Race Director for 

the Middlebury Maple Run. 
Part time position starting in April and ramping up until race 

day in early October.

Be a part of a dedicated team working to keep this event thriving 

Ready for a RACE?

To apply, email Christy Lynn at christy@addisonindependent.com 

with a letter of interest and resume. 

HELP WANTED

CAMP KEEWAYDIN IS - looking 
for a Trailer-Van Inspector to fi ll out 
a checklist of items related 

to equipment usage. No experience 
necessary, M–F with some Saturdays 
through October. Email lee@kee-
waydin.org or call 802-352-4447

Classifi eds

The Town of Pittsford, Vermont (pop. 3,000) is now accepting 
applications for the position of Assistant to the Town Manager.   
This has been a full-time position, but the Town will entertain the 
possibility of crafting a part-time position for a strong candidate 
preferring this. The person hired will perform a substantial 
portion of their work independently and will also report to the 
Town Manager.

The ideal candidate will be hard-working, detail-oriented, good 
with customers, competent with current computer software 
applications (e.g., windows, word, excel, etc.) and perhaps even 
have some experience working in a governmental office setting.  

The compensation package includes an hourly wage range 
of $18.00 to $21.00/hour, plus generous benefits (e.g., health 
insurance, a pension plan and paid vacation). 

Please submit an Application
(found on Town’s website, www.pittsfordvermont.com)

and resume, no later than Friday, April 15,
to: John Haverstock

Pittsford Town Manager
P.O. Box 10, Pittsford, VT 05763

manager@pittsfordvermont.com
(802) 483-6500 x20

The Town of Pittsford is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

ASSISTANT TO THE TOWN MANAGER
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